NTeQ Unit Check #1

Description & Purpose of Unit
To start out the unit, I plan to have the students take notes from a PowerPoint slideshow I have prepared to give them some background knowledge about credit cards.  After the PowerPoint, I plan on having the students view a short (25 min) film on credit cards.  The students will then receive “fake” credit cards with a maximum balance and a fixed APR.  They will use the Internet to “purchase” items with their credit card.  They will use Microsoft Excel to record their purchases.  The students will be encouraged to spend as much as they can without going over their maximum balance.  Once the students have finished their spending, they will use the Excel spreadsheet to calculate their purchases.   They will fill out a worksheet about how much they spent, questions on how easy they felt is was to spend money they really didn’t have, and how long it will take them to pay their balance off if they were to only make the minimum payment each month (this data will be manipulated by using the spreadsheet they created in Excel).  Next, I plan on having the students use the Internet to research 3 different credit card offers.  They will have 5 questions to answer about each card.  They will create a table in Microsoft Word to place their data in.  Once they have all their data placed in the table, they will have to compare and contrast each card offer, based on the 5 questions, to see which offer would be the best.  Once they have chosen the card offer they feel is the best, they will use shading to highlight that offer and then print out the table.  The students will then answer questions from a worksheet about the card offer they chose and why they feel it is better than the others.  
Goals and Outcomes
From completing this unit, my goal for the students is for them to know how to select a consumer friendly credit card and how using it wisely will ensure a good credit history.  I also want the students to learn that abusing their credit card privileges can lead to financial ruin.  
One thing that I hope to gain from developing this unit is a more hands-on learning approach which will involve the students in real-world application.

Activities and Timeline
I plan for my unit to take approximately two weeks to complete in a block-schedule environment.  

The following is the order for my three lessons:

Lesson 1 
· PowerPoint lecture

· Note taking

· Video
· Worksheet on lecture

Lesson 2 
· Using “fake” credit cards to purchase items off the Internet 

· Completing a worksheet detailing their purchases and other questions related to their credit card use.

Lesson 3 
· Researching the three different credit card offers based upon the 5 questions they are to answer about each one
· Using Microsoft Word to record their findings in a table and then manipulate their data to chose the best offer

· Completing a worksheet about the offer they chose
Assessment
· Students will be assessed using a rubric I created.  
