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A Multi-disciplinary Unit 

with a Focus on Nocturnal Animals
Rationale
This unit expands upon one of the twelve themes in the Houghton Mifflin Wonder of Words Kindergarten Language Arts program, which is part of the designated curriculum in Alton Community Unit School District #11 in southern Illinois. The materials included in the basic theme include three fiction trade books—Golden Bear, Ira Sleeps Over, and Where Does the Brown Bear Go? All three of these stories focus on going to bed. I felt a need to include some other concepts with this unit, including information about “what makes night,” and what else can go on at night besides going to bed. Research indicates a need to increase the amount on nonfiction texts read to and with small children. Nonfiction appeals to most children, but boys in particular seem to benefit from exposure to it. Also, there has been an emphasis on reading for information and its recall and application even with emergent readers. Focusing on nocturnal animals will provide children the opportunity to expand their vocabularies and learn new and interesting facts that they can share with their families. The activities in this unit will address state learning standards in Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Science. It will also allow for integration of technology into several of the lessons. Language Arts represents the heaviest focus in terms of learning standards addressed. The specific standards which are addressed and the descriptors for early childhood are included in Appendix 1. If (o.k, when) this unit is successfully implemented, it will also address the NET standards appropriate for students in grades K—2. They are included in Appendix 2 which was taken from the following website http://cnets.iste.org/students/s_profile-k2.html
This unit is generally presented after Christmas break in my classroom. Ideally the children will have had some work time on the computers during the first four months of school which will ensure that all students are familiar with using the mouse, viewing the monitor, and doing some text entry. If possible, children will also have had some experience “playing” in the paint program of KidPix which is available on the two computers available in my classroom.

I expect that most of the content of this unit will be presented within the first two weeks and that an additional week (at least) may be necessary to allow children time to complete some PowerPoint slides and do some activities in a paint program related to the unit.

Unit Description

“Nighttime” is the title of the sixth of twelve themes in our kindergarten language arts program. The theme materials focus on going to bed. The problems that will be posed to the children after reviewing the three books included in the program will be stated as a series of questions. 

· “What do you know about night?” 

· “Does everyone and everything go to bed at night?”

· “How do you know?”

· “Will you ask someone at home to help you write down the name of an animal that stays up at night?”

· “What do you wonder about animals that are up at night?”

· “How can we find out more information about animals that stay awake at night?”

· “Does anyone know a special word for animals that are awake and active at night?”

We will engage in completing the first two sections of a KWL chart (what we KNOW, what we WONDER,) to help answer some of these questions and to help direct us to finding more information early in the unit. The children will survey family members to find out what nocturnal animals their families know about and chart the results. These results may guide some of the follow-up activities. For example, if our survey yields only two animals such as owls and bats, I may need to find a way to include other animals to explore. If the results include more animals than it is feasible to research with kindergarten students, we may find a way to pare down our study list to include only North American animals, or select the five most popular responses.

Children will have access to many fiction and non-fiction books related to night and nocturnal animals. Appendix 3 is a list of books available through my local library system for check out. We will also use books from my classroom library and the school library. There is a Zoo Case available from the St. Louis Zoo for a two week loan period which includes many interesting items. Information regarding materials available through the zoo can be found on this website http://www.stlzoo.org/downloads/libraryvideocassettelist.pdf The Zoo library has a list of videotapes that may be appropriate and these may also be viewed on the website or in Appendix 4. The kit list indicates that books and videos are included, so I would need to check what was available in the kit prior to checking out any others. I have Stellaluna on a CD as a Living Book in my classroom which the children will use on the computer. This book will have been read during October and may serve as a “reminder” about familiar nocturnal animals. We will search for information on kid-friendly websites about nocturnal animals, and make use of the Encarta Encyclopedia CD.

We will work on a PowerPoint presentation as we go along to enter information we know, wonder and have learned about night time animals. A graph indicating the results of our survey will be included. Pairs of children will provide facts about specific animals to be included in our presentation. They will have an opportunity to present and explain their own slides to the class as a whole and perhaps to children in other classrooms or their parents. Most of the PowerPoint slides will also be printed up to create two copies of a class book on our project that they will be able to check out to take home.
Daily Activities
	Day
	Activity
	Materials
	Assessment

	1
	Present HM Nighttime theme materials, books, posters

Read Where Does the Brown Bear Go? Big book
	HM Wonder of Words Theme bag 6
	Teacher observation of interest and volunteering of information

	2
	Work on KW section of chart dealing with questions “What do you know about night? Does everyone/thing go to sleep at night?

What do you wonder about animals, etc. that are up at night?” **We will have daily interaction with various books dealing with night and/or nocturnal animals. At least one student per day will select a book from the table book basket for oral reading and discussion with class.
	Chart paper

Markers

Book baskets with unit related fiction and non-fiction
	Participation in discussion: attentive listening and contributing

	3
	Have morning message pose question about how we can find out more about night animals, define “nocturnal,” assign task that children will take home index cards asking a family member to name one nocturnal animal they know. Make sure “nocturnal” is defined on card.
	Chart paper

Markers

Index cards to send home with survey question.
	Active involvement in reading message and responding to it.

Take card home.

	4
	Collect responses from survey cards. Make a graph of responses. Discuss and evaluate responses.
	Chart paper, response cards
	Report response

Place on graph

	5
	Work with small groups (2 or 3) to change class graph to a bar graph on the computer using Word program.
	Computer, class graph
	Participation in entering info

	6
	Read Stellaluna and discuss. Quick review of what we have discovered so far about night animals. Discuss using other materials besides books to find out more. Specify three things we want to find out about particular animals: how they get around in the dark, where they live, and what they eat. Guide children to computer if it does not come up naturally. Select pairs of students to work on discovering answers to questions about each animal. Use Title assistant/foster grandmother/parent volunteer to move through suggested websites and Encarta with children. Have adult print children’s responses to questions to put in PowerPoint later.
	Stellaluna book and CD
(maybe video)

Chart paper for brainstorming ideas.
	Participation in contributing and/or recalling info generated during group activity.

	7
	During independent reading and center times on days 
7-10, pairs of children will go through guided research with adult support. Keep record of information in a Word document, have children type their names after info they found with adult help.


	Computer connected to internet, cd version of Encarta
	Children will be able to verbally answer questions about their specific animal, type names after responses

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	

	11
	Discuss methods of reporting what we have learned so we can all share info. Enter info on PowerPoint slides so we can have a record of what we knew, wondered and learned during this process. During this week children will enter responses to questions on slides and choose graphics or pictures to include with adult support. If time permits, they may create their own nocturnal animal in a paint program in KidPix and dictate a sentence about it. This may become a separate book.
	Computer with PowerPoint application open, cards with responses printed clearly for children to copy text from Available graphics
	Children key in responses to questions by copying text from cards, select appropriate graphics to accompany text.

Generate own picture of a nocturnal animal

	12
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	

	15
	View completed PowerPoint presentation with class, having children provide information presented on the slides they created. Discuss sharing this presentation with other classes/parents
	Connect computer to TV so all can see
	Participation in presentation


