
Lesson Summary

Third grade is a big transition from the lower elementary.  The work is much harder and more demanding.  Reading is obviously a very important subject at all grade levels.  With this unit, I want to show the students how reading can branch out and go beyond the pages in the book.  

Learning Objectives and Computer Functions
1. By the end of the unit the students will have mailed or e-mailed Flat Stanley to someone in another location.

a. Use e-mail, “snail” mail, or telephone to contact someone in another area to arrange Stanley’s visit.

b. Send Stanley through the mail or e-mail to the person they made arrangements with.

2. By the end of the unit the students will have received pictures through e-mail or “snail” mail.  These will be saved or scanned and saved for later use.

a. Use e-mail access to download the pictures and save them to a file.

b. Use a scanner so scan photos and then save them to a file.

3. By the end of the unit the students will have worked in groups to create a slideshow that shows off the places that their Stanley’s visited.

a. Use Microsoft PowerPoint to create slideshow and present it.

Problem

In the novel Flat Stanley, the main character becomes flat when a bulletin board falls on him during his sleep one evening.  At one point in the story, Stanley is invited to California to spend a holiday with a friend.  Stanley’s parents are unable to afford a plane or train ticket, but come up with the idea to mail Stanley to California.  They create a giant envelope and send Stanley for the holiday.  After the holiday is over, Stanley is returned to the Lambchop family through the mail.  For this project, each student created their own Flat Stanley and is required to mail him to another locations.  The people they send him to are asked to take Stanley around their area and take some pictures showing Stanley and some of the sights.  Afterwards, these people will mail Stanley back to the student, along with any pictures that they took.

Notes on Using Data
* Each student will be allowed a minimum of five slides in the group slideshow. 

* Each computer will have a file folder named “Boyce” to save the shows and store photos in.

Data Manipulation
Instructions

The learners have used computers at an intermediate level

Integration Strategies

This lesson can be integrated into Social Studies instruction when discussing and sharing the pictures students receive from each of the different areas they mailed Flat Stanley.

Organization Strategies

Group members work together to plan the slideshow before going into the computer lab.

Elaboration Strategies

Using Mapquest on the Internet, students can enter their address and the mailing address of the person who received their Flat Stanley to calculate the total distance traveled.

Results Presentation
* Group created slideshow and presentation

Activities
Activities Before Using the Computer

* Review social skills for group work

* Review instructions and expectations

* Choose groups

* Gather materials

* Find an area to spread materials out and work together

* Find an area in the computer lab to work together

Strategies to develop students’ attitudes towards the problem, motivation, and overall mindfulness:

WE ARE LIMITED ON TIME IN THE COMPUTER LAB WITH 45 MINUTES A DAY EACH WEEK.  STUDENTS MUST STAY ON TASK AND WORK TOGETHER TO COMPLETE THE ASSIGNMENT IN A TIMELY MANNER.

Activities While Using the Computer

Students will work at the computer in groups


Group Information:
Group Assignment – Students will work together to plan a slideshow and then to create that slideshow.

Activities After Using the Computer

* clean up

* presentations

Supporting Activities

* Each student will be able to add their own creative touches to the slides containing their pictures.

Assessment
Students will be assessed informally by means of:


Peformance


Presentation

The informal assessment is partly due to the fact that three of the students participating in this project are not with me for reading instruction.  They get reading instruction from the special education teacher.  

Included in the assessment:

* group cooperation

* social skills

