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IT 481

NTeQ Unit Plan-Overview

Grade:  3

Subject:  Social Science

Rationale:
This unit meets state goals 16 and 17.  It allows the students to gather facts on the history of our state.  The students will study how the development of our state affects our lives today. 
Day 1

To introduce the unit, the teacher will activate prior knowledge by writing a KWL chart on large chart paper.  The students will talk about things they already know about the state of Illinois and things that want to know or would be interested in researching.  The teacher will then show the students where all of the Illinois books are located and briefly explain to the students that they will be researching an aspect of Illinois to create a final product. 

Day 2

At the beginning of the lesson the teacher will ask the students to discuss some of the things they learned the day before.  Did they learn anything else about our state that they would like to share with the class?  Next, the teacher will read the book, L is for Lincoln, an Illinois Alphabet Book.  This book is filled with many interesting facts about our state.  Throughout the reading, the teacher will stop and ask questions to get the students thinking about an Illinois subject they may be interested in (history, people, state symbols, places, etc.)  

Day 3

This lesson will focus on the geography of Illinois.  Using a large piece of chart paper, the teacher will draw/trace an outline of Illinois.  The students will then be encouraged to think about places in Illinois that are meaningful to them, where they live, where they were born, vacations, where their grandparents live, etc. The students will also be encouraged to think of rivers, lakes and other geographical places or landmarks that they know of or have visited.  The students will have small maps of Illinois in front of them to find the locations.  Each student who names a place will come up to the large map on chart paper and label.  We will use this lesson to discuss map keys, compass rose, and directionality.  The students can think of a creative title for the map and it can hang in the room.  

Day 4

The students will be using the computer to learn about the Time Liner software.  Ideally, there will be a computer for each student or for each couple of students.  If that isn’t the case, the students will have to rotate to the computers, while the teacher models the software on the television (the students will be the ones who decide what goes on the time line).  To get the students involved in using Time Liner, they are going to create a time line of events in Illinois history, using the L is for Lincoln book as a resource.  By making a time line of these events, the students will learn how to use the software, insert graphics, labels, sounds, and use the slideshow feature.  This will prepare the students to create a time line of other events in Illinois history if they choose that project.  

Day 5

The students will go to the computer lab to begin researching their topic.  They will search the Internet through Google and bookmarked sites to obtain information on their subject.  The teacher will need to walk around the room and guide the children in searching and help them pick out important information.  The teacher will discuss with the children the wonderful attributes of the web and how to pick out important information about their subject.  

Day 6

To begin the lesson, the students will write a paragraph about the most interesting thing they have learned about Illinois so far, and what they would like to learn more about.  This paragraph should be at least five sentences long.  After the paragraph has been written, the children will use the Alpha Smarts keyboard to type the paragraphs.  

Day 7

The students will go back to the lab to continue their research. They will also be using the library to look through books, encyclopedias, newspapers, etc.  The teacher will again act as a facilitator and guide the children through their search. 

Day 8 and 9

Students will have the next two days to work on their projects in class.  They have a choice of doing a Time Liner slide show presentation, or creating an Illinois ABC book using the Alpha Smarts.  The teacher will be available to answer questions and keep the students on track.  (See rubric for final project)
Day 10

Each student will present their end product to the class in a brief presentation.  If they created a project in Time Liner, they will show the slide show to the class.  If they created an Alphabet book, they will read it to the class.
