IS 336
Global Problems and Human Survival
Fall 2001

Instructors:

Laura Wolff




Dr. Rick Bunch


Economics




Geography

Alumni Hall Rm. 2138



Alumni Hall, Rm. 1411

650-2875




650-3623


lwolff@siue.edu




rbunch@siue.edu


Office Hours: MW 10-10:50; TR 9:30-10:45 
Office Hours: MW 2-3 p.m

and by appointment



and by appointment

Textbooks:

John Seitz, Global Issues, An Introduction  
Robert M. Jackson (ed.), Global Issues 
This course aims to assist students in understanding global-level problems presently facing humanity, anticipating what may happen in the future with regard to these problems, and evaluating proposals for solving these problems. 

Grades:

Two unit exams—Oct. 2 and Oct. 30

2 @ 100 pts.
200


Final exam (part over third unit and part comprehensive)

150

Project







100

Total Points possible





450

Anyone receiving 90 percent or more of the available points will obtain an A; 80-89 percent, a B; 69-79 percent, a C; 59-68 percent a D; and less than 59 percent, an E.

Exams are a mix of objective type questions (multiple choice, true/false, etc.) and essay/identification questions.  Review questions/information will be distributed for each exam.

Participation:  

Attendance will be taken at each meeting.  It is important that you are here and are prepared to engage in class discussion.  This means completing assigned readings prior to class and being prepared to offer your input.  Students who have perfect attendance at the end of the term will receive 10 bonus points.  Students who miss only one session will receive 5 bonus points.   Any borderline decisions will be based on student participation.

Project:   Students will create a display about a global problem of their choice.  The display must contain a graphic element, background and/or other information necessary to understand the problem, and address actions that can be taken to address the problem.  The display should be attractive, easily understood, and clear in conveying its message.  Three panel cardboard display boards (sold at most office supply stores) work well and are portable.  The posters will be displayed in the University Center on the due date and part of each student’s grade will be to evaluate one another’s posters at this time.

The break down of points for this assignment will be as follows:


Turn in five possible topics by Sept. 24

10 points


Turn in your final topic with 5 sources by Nov. 6
10 points


Project in its final form—Nov. 28


60 points


Peer review participation



10 points


Annotated Bibliography for final project

10 points

Miscellaneous Rules and Regulations: Makeups for exams will be rare—if you find it necessary to miss an exam, it is essential that you contact an instructor before the time of the exam.  By University policy, a grade of Incomplete is given only for cases where a student has done passing work for the term and for compelling reasons cannot complete the course work as scheduled at the end of the term. Any form of cheating will result in a failing grade for the course and referral for the appropriate University disciplinary action. 

Preliminary Schedule of Topics:

Aug 20
Introduction to the course

Aug 22
International Players and Global Problems Chap. 1 Seitz, Art. #36
Aug 27
Globalization and economic development Art. Pg. 8-9, 86-87, # 3, 16, 22, 23

Aug 29
Economic development continued

Sept 5
Film: Paul Ehrlich and the Population Bomb Chap. Seitz 2, Chap. 7 pg.207-214 

Sept 10
Population Art. pg 32-33, #1, 5, 6, 36

Sept 12
Population continued

Sept 17
Film: Journey to Planet Earth: The Urban Explosion
Sept 19
Hunger and food security Read Chap. 3 from Seitz Arts. #8, 9. 
Sept 24 
Film:  Journey to Planet Earth:  Land of Plenty, Land of Want

Sept.26
Exam One

Oct 1
Pollution and the Environment Read Seitz Chap. 5 Art. pg. 62-63, #10

Oct 3
The commons 

Oct 8
Film: Journey to Planet Earth: Rivers of Destiny
Oct 10
Guest Lecture: Global Warming Art. #11

Oct 15
Film: Affluenza www.afffluenza.org

Oct 17
Film: Escape from Affluenza
Oct 22
Sustainable Development Seitz Chap. 7 pg. 214-end Art. #14

Oct 24
Guest Lecture: Biodiveristy Art. #12

Oct 29
The Rain Forest

Oct. 31
Exam Two.  

Nov 5
Energy: Read Seitz Chap. 4,  Art. #13, 40

Nov 7
Film

Nov 12
Film 

Nov 14
The War Problem Seitz Chap. 6 Art. pg. 132-133, #4, 26, 27

Nov 26
Issues facing Women and Children Art. #37

Nov 28
Poster session

Dec 3
Case Study


Dec 5
What can I do?

Dec. 13 Thursday 10-11:40 Final Exam

Art. refers to the article number in the Global Issues 99/00 book.  The page numbers are for when section introductions are assigned.  More articles from this book may be assigned as the semester progresses and  additional handouts may be given. 

