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Reflection


For my Design Studio tool demo, I decided to learn how to create a picture slide show with some simple animations using Adobe Flash CS5.  I selected this tool because I was designing a website for a local charter school and wanted to add some visual interest to the site.  My plan was to use stock photos of students, add some animated text using an acronym from the school's charter, and then embed the Flash file into the banner of the site.  

Since I had never used Flash before, I needed to gather the training materials.  I had hoped that because what I wanted to do was pretty simple, I could learn the tool on my own through trial and error.  Unfortunately, the program is not very user friendly, and I had to seek tutorials.  I also purchased a book on the program, which was probably the greatest help in completing the project.   Because I was not entirely sure I would be able to complete the banner, I used stock photos of the first nine presidents instead of purchasing more appropriate pictures of school children.  This decision would come back to haunt me.


I managed to get a working demo completed and sought critiques from Dr. Nelson, my studio advisor, Mike Malone, the director of the charter school, and Greta King, a friend of mine with experience using Flash.  Most of the feedback was about good design practices, such as Dr. Nelson's advice to make a stronger connection between each word and the acronym at the start of the slide show.  My client, Mr. Malone, was thrilled with it, and I decided to go ahead and procure good pictures that I could use for the final version.


Once I had the pictures, I thought it would be a simple process of removing the presidential pictures and inserting my new photographs.  Sadly, and this is where my earlier decision backfired, this is either an impossibility in Flash or beyond my skills.  This meant that I had to basically re-create the slide show from the beginning.   After much aggravation, I was finally able to complete the project as I had originally envisioned.  It may be a little rough in places, but considering it was my first experience with the software, I think it turned out rather well.

Obviously, if I had a chance to do it over again, I would not use place holder pictures for the initial demo.  Otherwise, the process went smoothly, except for the fact that the interface for the program is not very intuitive.  I am glad that I chose to learn this tool, however, as I can see myself turning to it again in future web design projects.

