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Lesson Summary:


The purpose of this lesson is to introduce the students to the unit and to go over basic research methods.  In the unit, the students will choose from a selection of local history topics, research them, and then create a presentation that will be shared with their peers.
Materials:

· Computer Lab
· Projector

Objectives:

· Upon completion of this lesson, the student will be able to demonstrate internet search abilities.
· Upon completion of this lesson, the student will be able to properly cite their sources.

· Upon completion of this lesson, the student will distinguish between primary and secondary source documents.
Standards:

Common Core

· WHST 8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
· RH 9: Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
NTSE Standards
· 3.a  Students plan strategies to guide inquiry

· 3.b Students locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media. 

· 3.c Students evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness to specific tasks

Identify Computer Functions:

	Learning Task
	Computer Functions

	·  Utilize search engines
· Use Microsoft Word to record and organize data
	· Mouse and keyboarding skills, basic computer skills, basic internet skills.

· Mouse and keyboarding skills. 


Problem Statement:


In our previous lessons, we discussed historical events that took place long ago and far away.  This time, we are going to examine some of the important historical, world changing events that took place very near to us.  As you learn about these events; the people, their situations, and their actions, you will find that many of them are not very different from many of you.  

As always, we must be scholarly in our research.  When we are finished, you will be able to demonstrate to me that you know how to properly search for your data, cite it, and then present your findings to the rest o f the class.  Along the way we will learn about what primary and secondary source documents are, as well what are some good and reliable websites for finding general and specific information. 
Data Manipulation:

	Computer Function
	Computer Application
	Data Manipulation

	1) Navigate search engine to conduct research.
2) Record and organize data
	1) Web Browser
2) Word 2007


	1) Open relevant web pages, skim material for data.
2) Type into Word the researched information, its source, and the URL.


Results Presentation:

At the end of the unit, the students will present their findings in the form of a PowerPoint presentation.
Multidimensional Activities:


Activities Prior to Computer:
· Listen to brief lecture covering the premise of the unit, topic selection and student groupings.

· Students will select their top two choices for their topic, groups will be assigned based on their selection.


Activities While at Computer:
· Students will be guided through an example search visiting the Library of Congress website.
· Brief discussion and compare/contrast of primary and secondary source documents.
· Shown an example of how to properly cite a source.
· Preliminary research on their selected topics.
· Organize and cite their references.

Activities After Using Computer:
· Students will record in their journals how to cite a source.

· Students will record in their journal a short listing of useful websites.
Assessment:
Students will complete an "Exit Ticket" where they must determine whether an example document is a primary or secondary source, and they must cite it properly.
