Greg Mertens
IT 571 Project Description


Upon deciding on where to begin on my project for the course, I decided that I should work with a teacher who I thought would be open to helping, who I believe is a quality educator, and who I think would be open doing something that is not necessarily considered conventional.  I decided that a Social Studies teacher in our building would be a good person to choose.


I approached her about it and she agreed to help.  I asked her if there was a lesson that she would be teaching that she thought could be improved.  She brought up a lesson about the Constitutional Convention that she believed her class’s textbook did not cover adequately.  She said that there was not enough quality information in the book on the two plans for government: the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan.  After discussion with her, we decided that an NTeQ lesson would work well for the purposes of the material.

My next step was to reserve a computer lab and begin designing the lesson.  I found that there was plenty of information on the internet about both plans of government, so I decided to have the students find the information themselves (on the internet) and comprehend the ideas of the two plans.

Once that idea was decided, I began thinking that if the students have the ability to read that original document (as the delegates to the Constructional Convention did) then the student should put themselves in the place of the delegates when reading the plans.  This, I believed, would help put them in better context for the students in the class.  I put the students in groups and assigned each group to be delegates from one state at the Convention.  They would read each plan and have to decide which plan would be better for the citizens of their state.

I decided that students would probably need some guidance while looking up their information in order to organize it so that it could be used on their project.  I created a “Planning Think Sheet” to help them do this.  I also believe that it is important for all students to think metacognatively, so I created a “Self-Reflection Think Sheet” for them to do at the end of the unit.

I administered the lesson to the class as planned.  The teacher walked around and observed what the students were doing and added input as needed.  After the lesson was finished, we talked about what could be improved.  I asked the teacher what she thought I could do to improve the lesson and she said that the reason that she didn’t like using the book for this lesson was because it provided too brief of a summary for the plans of government.  She also said that she noticed that the sites that the students were using were also brief summaries of the plans.

I made it a point to look up quality sources that students could use.  When I did, I found out that two government websites had images and transcriptions of the original copies of both the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan.  I thought that it would be a good idea for students to read the original documents (or the transcriptions) and analyze what they each proposed.  I shared these sites with the teacher and she thought it would be a good idea to use those in the future.  Because of this I adapted me NTeQ unit plan to require students to look at the information on one of the sites that has the original documents.

I believe that this change will help my unit tremendously.  It will require them to use more reading comprehension, as well as use higher order thinking skills.  These are two skills that are vital to the twenty first century learner.  
