Greg Mertens

Journal of Educational Technology and Society
Where was the periodical located?

I located it through ERIC on the Lovejoy Library website.  I later did a Google search and located the journals main website: http://www.ifets.info/

What seems to be the audience for the periodical?

The audience is educational technologists or teachers who are interested in using more technology in their classroom.  The topics fall into the category of technology used in schools, but cover nearly every topic that falls under this umbrella.  The most current issue, for example, has articles on the following topics: intrinsic motivation, educational pedagogy, interactive learning environments, and age appropriate websites.

Do there seem to be common subdivisions in the periodical?

There are no apparent subdivisions in any of the issues.  All of them are a little different, but have articles that are very topical.  There are editorials at the beginning of the journal, but there are no other subdivisions within each issue.

How can you characterize this periodical?

This periodical covers a little of everything.  The articles are mostly practical applications for classroom teachers and educational technologists.  That being said, some of the articles contain background on theory before discussing the practical aspects of the topic.

What types of graphics are in the periodical?

The text is strictly black and white, but there is some color in almost every article.  There are charts, graphs, and visuals in every article that have at least a pop of color.  In my opinion, this is done as an after thought to "brighten up” the page.  I guess they do help a little, but the overall look is still quite dull and looks more like my homeowners policy than a magazine.

What else strikes you about the content or appearance?

To me, the content was more striking than the appearance.  As I stated above I thought that the journal was very boring looking.  However, I thought that the articles were very topical and informative.  I think that this journal would be a great one for all teachers to read.  It gives fresh perspectives on a variety of topics in the educational technology field.  I was unfamiliar with this journal before this activity, but now I am thinking about subscribing to it (or at the very least reading the articles through Lovejoy) to enhance my professional practice.

