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International Society for Technology in Education

What is the purpose (mission?) of the organization?
The purpose of the organization is to inform and educate teachers about utilizing technology to help better educate their students.  The website specifically points out that ISTE is for “PK-12 educators and teacher education.”  To put it bluntly, they help educate primary and secondary school teachers on how to integrate technology into their classes and help college professors how to teach education students how to improve their use of technology.

Who are the members of the organization?
The members of this group are educators in any number of fields.  As it says on their website, members include the following
· 18,500 individual members from more than 80 countries worldwide 

· 80 affiliate organizations 

· 6 affiliate regions worldwide 

· 60 corporations worldwide 

What publications does the organization produce?

ISTE produces three publications.  Learning and Leading With Technology is a journal that is written by teachers and technology coordinators who are currently working in the profession.  This is different because the articles are not written by college professors but rather by current people in the field.  The audience for this journal is others currently working in the field, so this is written by the peers of those reading it.  It focuses mainly on practical ways to use technology in the classroom.
The second journal that they produce is the Journal of Research on Technology and Education.  This journal is more of a traditional academic, peer reviewed journal.  It is written by professors for others in academia.  The content focuses on theory and research, as you would expect in an academic journal.
The third journal is the Journal of Digital Learning in Teacher Education.  As the name indicates, this is for professors who are in the field of teacher education.  It helps them share and learn new ideas about how to educate inservice teachers on how to use technology in the classroom.

Does the organization sponsor any conferences?
The ISTE does sponsor a conference once a year.  It has a different title each year based on the theme of the conference.  Look back at past conference information, the following topics were prevalent during past conferences:
· School Improvement

· Ethics and Equity

· Technology Infrastructure 

· Professional Learning 

· 21st Century Teaching & Learning

· Virtual Schooling/E-learning

This year’s conference is from June 23-26 in San Antonio.

How is the organization related to the field of IT?

It is related to the field of IT because it exists to advance the field and allow information to be shared between educators.
How does the organization define the word “technology”?
It seems to be that the organization defines technology like Rieser does, as anything other than the teacher, textbook, and chalk/white board.  I say this because the articles in the journals that they produce seem to take teachers and books as givens and talk about everything else in different terms.
