Learning Experience Guide


Title: Overeating in America
Grade level:  6th grade
Time frame: one day, 50 minutes)
Subject matter: (Social Studies, 
Teacher information
Name: Melodee O. Hughes
School: Alton Middle School
City, State: Alton IL 62002
AAM/TPS Consortium:  SIUE 

Lesson plan Rationale or Understanding Goal: (2-3 sentences)
Students will learn how to make observations on a political cartoon. It is a way to help students understand the underlying messages in political cartoons
Background Information for Activity:

None, at this time.  This lesson will be used as a method of providing background information.
Objectives:

Students will analyze a political cartoon.
Purpose of Library of Congress Resource:

Example:

· Library items give students the opportunity to closely examine a political cartoon of overweight Americans of the United States. OR

State Standard/s:

18.B.4

18.B.5

Resources or Materials needed:
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/telnaes/images/67-04785r.jpg
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis_worksheet.pdf
Methods:
Modeling Activity:
1. Ask students what they think of when they hear the word political cartoons.
2. Chart down the ideas.
3. Show ¼ of a political cartoon and ask student to write down what they observe. Do they recognize any symbols?
4. What conclusions can you draw from this picture, if any?

5. Ask students if they have any questions about this part of the picture?

6. Continue showing ¼ of the cartoon, make observations and drawing conclusions

Student Activity:

1. Students will work in small groups to discuss what they see in the political cartoon.

2. Students will complete the cartoon analysis worksheet each time they look at a part of the cartoon.
3. Regroup and hold a whole class discussion on their findings.

4. Some possible answers:  fast food restaurant, large or fat people, some people have purses, worker
5. Students are expected to discover how political cartoons, though funny usually have an underlying message to the general public. 

Formal Assessment:

· Students will be assessed on participation and understanding of the political cartoon.
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