Allison Guabatz

IT 571

Assignment 2

The Social Studies teacher and I worked together and created a unit on the Neolithic Period. I discovered a WebQuest: Oetzi the Iceman http://www.rdsc.vic.edu.au/oetzi/oetzi.htm . I thought that the use of a WebQuest was an opportunity for the students to explore this time period in a different way. According to Reid, Labonne, and Gibson (2001) the format of a WebQuest in Social Studies is authentic and meaningful for students. Therefore after discovering the WebQuest and studying with the Social Studies teacher we decided that it would work well. She really liked the idea of the use of technology, but was very nervous because she was not very familiar with all technology. I told her I would be available to help out whenever she needed. It worked well because as time passed the more and more confident she was with the technology. 
We used the WebQuest as a guide, but added and modified some parts to meet the students’ needs. For example, a student in the class has a learning disability, so I suggested joining him with a group that works well and can also help him to find answers. Since each person in a group had a role (Member 1, Member 2, Member 3, and Member 4) add the student to a group of four so he can help someone complete the role. This was decided after we found out he was really struggling. But when we joined him with another group, he was more confident about his role.

After all lessons the class always had a small discussion about what was working within the group and what wasn’t working. We also discussed what we discovered in the research part of the lessons. 

So to begin the project I helped her to break it down into steps. I suggested creating folders for each group to keep the information for each group organized. Each day she added the task list to the folder to help guide the students. This helped them to stay focused. Instead of just looking at the big picture I thought a day by day break down would help to minimize the tasks each day. We took 15-20 minutes week to discuss what was working and what wasn’t working. If something wasn’t working we talked about what she could do to make it better. For example, the students had difficult using the websites and staying focused due to the amount of material on a website. I mentioned trying to guide the students in the right direction to finding the information and modeling how to search for the information may help. After she tried she noticed it worked and more students were feeling successful. During the teaching time for the WebQuest I was available to help and guide the students as well. I was available to help her with any technology issues she had during class.

When the students had gathered their information they had to create a PowerPoint Presentation. The Social Studies teacher displayed the use of PowerPoint on the projector to the students and guided them to create the PowerPoint and helped them to meet the expectations of the project. I was available to help answer questions about the project. I demonstrated how to create a template for the students to the teacher before class. This helped the students a lot. All they had to do was insert the information. They were allowed to change backgrounds and animation and more, but the template was very plain and they had to make it exciting for the audience. I also gave ideas for a rubric and what should be included besides what was on the Evaluation part of the WebQuest. We created our rubric and evaluation for the group work. 

Lastly, the students had to present the information to the class. She wanted the students to videotape the presentations. She asked me to demonstrate to the class how to use the video camera and proper use and care for the camera. We decided the students would find it more important if the Technology Teacher came to class to demonstrate how to use the technology.  I again was available to help during the videotaping if needed. The students really liked taking turns to videotape. They were always asking whose turn was it to videotape because they were so excited. Another thought I suggested was to have each group of students to evaluate the other groups. This way at the end of the project the groups can go back and read what the other students thought about the presentations. 

After the presentations were over the teacher asked if there was someway to show the videotape recordings to the class. I showed her how to hook up the camera to the television and show the class presentations. Again, she wanted me there to make sure all the Technology worked, but she did just fine. She had the television hooked up correctly when I got to the class and the students were having a great time watching themselves on the television. 

The following are activities that have been used to create a technology-rich learning environment. Each day in the beginning the teacher would model the computer use and I was available for further assistance if needed.  I labeled them with “modeled”. I encouraged to the teacher the more modeling you do and the students are paying attention the fewer questions the students will have with the assignment.

· September 22: 

· Reviewed the Introduction and Task. 

· Discussed the Neolithic period… When was it? What made it an important period in time? Any other interesting facts about the Neolithic Period? (This was discussed after the Social Studies teacher already introduced it in Social Studies.) 

· Students choose a role for the WebQuest.

· September 23:

· Research begins using the websites provided on the WebQuest.

· Members 2, 3, and 4 type any notes in Microsoft Word and cite each source. (Modeled before computer use.)

· Facilitators had to type a journal entry (Day 1) about plans, changes, and what the group has completed or struggled with during the group work. (Modeled before computer use.)

· September 26:

· Members 2, 3, and 4 continue to research and take notes.

· Journal entry completed by the Facilitator (Day 2).

· Ethicist (Member 4) creates a survey for the other group members using the computer. (Modeled before computer use.)

· September 29:

· Members 2, 3, and 4 continue to research and take notes.

· Journal entry completed by the Facilitator (Day 3).

· Ethicist (member 4) conducts the survey to the group members.

· September 30:

· Ethicist reports the findings to the group.

· Journal entry completed by the Facilitator (Day 4).

· Members 2, 3, and 4 double check they have found all the information from the Member Task sections.

· October 7:

· Begin creating PowerPoint Presentations. (Modeled before computer use.) Follow the example given in class (Before Computer Use.). Worked together on one computer.

· Journal entry completed by the Facilitator (Day 5).

· Discuss rubric (Before Computer Use.)

· October 14:

· Continue to create PowerPoint Presentations.

· Cite sources (Modeled before computer use.)

· Journal entry completed by the Facilitator (Day 6).

· October 17:

· Complete slides 1-6 with animation and color (Modeled before computer use.)

· Journal entry completed by the Facilitator (Day 7).

· October 20:

· Complete slides 6-9 with animation and color (Reviewed before computer use).

· Journal entry completed by the Facilitator (Day 8).

· October 21:

· Review all slides and make any last changes and add WordArt if the group decides. (Modeled before computer use.)

· Journal entry completed by the Facilitator (Day 9).

· October 24:

· Discuss presentations and the expectations of the presentations.

· Review Rubrics one final time.

· October 27- November 17:

· Presentations

· PowerPoint 

· Video Camera- A different student for each presentation was selected, but everyone was taught how to use the video camera.

· Italian Ministry, Interested Citizens, Friends of Oetzi, Scientists, and Government Officials: Each student was given a role for the presentation and had to evaluate the group. Each student not presenting was given a grading rubric to complete. Each student had to evaluate the group and type a reflection about the group answering four questions

· What interesting fact did you learn from the presentation?

· What did you like about the presentation?

· What would you have changed about the presentation?

· How did this presentation help you to learn about Oetzi?

· November 17:

· Watched the presentations on the television. 

· Students could critique themselves.

· December 1:

· Review the evaluations from peers in a group to help improve with skills.

· Completed a final evaluation.

Example of Student Work is attached.
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1. Did the group summarize what they learned about Oetzi?
Yes No

2. Did the group compare life in Oetzi's time during the
Neolithic Period with our lives in the 21°" century?
Yes No

3. Did the group present an argument that states how their
team thinks Oetzi's remains should be treated?
Yes No
4. Did the group inform the ministry with interesting
information?

Yes ‘ No

5. Did all members participate to the best of their ability?
Yes No '

6. What suggestions would you give to the group?
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+ What information have you gained? Use the
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+ Describe the findings of the survey
conducted by member 4
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What we learned

+ Add three things you learned from this
WebQuest

» What you learmned

+ What you learned

Site Your Sources

+ Add the websites of any source you used
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e Each slide must be presented and talked about. Do not just
read the words on the screen. Tell the Italian Ministry, the
friends of Oetzi, the interested citizens, scientists, and
government officials about your group findings throughout
the webquest.

e After the information is presented by your group I will ask
the following questions, which will be answered to the
ministry:

o Summarize what you have learned about Oetzi and his
Neolithic world

o Compare life in Oetzi's time during the Neolithic
Period with out lives in the 21°" century.

o Present an argument that states how your team thinks
Oetzi's remains should be treated.

® After each presentation you will be given an evaluation
paper to fill out and a small reflection to type, print, and
hand in for a grade.




[image: image6.jpg]Group #

6" Grade Group Evaluation

Job Excellent (4) Good (3) Average (2) Needs
Imprevement
a
Facilitator: Every day the The Journal was | The Journal was | The journal was
Wrote the journal was turned in turned not turned in not turned in at all.
journal. turned in on time | in every day, but every day.
and had good | the details could
strong details. | have been better.
Facilitator: The presentation | The presentation The presentation | The presentation
Met the was turned inon | was a day late. | was 2 days late. | was not turned in
deadlines time. at all.

Facilitator: Asked questions Sometimes Sometimes Never asked any
Spoke for the to the teacher asked questions | asked questions questions to the
group when when the group to the teacher to the teacher | teacher even if the

needed. did not when the group | when the group teacher did not
understand. did not did not understand.
understand. understand.

Member 2: Provided Provided good Provided little Provided no

Examined the excellent information information information about
body internally information about the body about the body | the body internally
and externally | about the body internally and internally and and externally.
internally and externally. externally.
externally.

Member 2: Provided an Provided a good | Provided little Provided no
Explain why excellent explanation why | explanation why explanation why
Oetzi was on | explanation why | Oetzi was on the Oetzi was on the | Oetzi was on the

the Alps Qetzi was on the Alps. Alps. Alps.
Alps.

Member 2: Provided at least | Provided at least | Provided at least Provided no

Compare our 3 comparisons. 2 comparisons. 1 comparison. comparisons.
world to Oetzi’s
world.

Member 3: Provided Provided good Provided little Provided no
Examine the excellent information information information about

clothing, information about the about the the clothing,
accessories, and about the clothing, clothing, accessories, and
belongings. clothing, accessories, and | accessories, and belongings.
accessories, and belongings. belongings.

belongings.
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Job Excellent (4) Good (3) Average (2)
Member 3: Provided at least | Provided at least | Provided at least

Compare our
world to Oetzi’s

3 comparisons.

2 comparisons.

1 comparison.

Provided no
comparisons.

world.
Member 4: Asked excellent Asked good Asked the Did not conduct
Conducted a | questions for the | questions for the required the survey.
survey survey. survey. questions for the
survey.
Member 4: Provided at least | Provided at least | Provided at least Provided no

Compare our
world to Oetzi’s

3 comparisons.

2 comparisons.

1 comparison.

comparisons.

world.
Teamwork All 4 members 3 members 2 members 1 member worked
worked well worked well worked well well.
together. together. together.

Please turn this paper in to the teacher today. Do not put your name on it.
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