
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Rachel Tennial 

Department: Psychology 

Email Address: rtennia@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-2202 

Campus Mail Box: 1121 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and up to four additional unfunded students. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

Yes, PSYC 491, 3 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

Psychology Research Lab or zoom depending on COVID-19 situation in the fall. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, but only those in similar fields. 

 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

Students will work on one of three projects, depending on interest and experience: 

    

   1. Examining the effectiveness of an information literacy focused library instruction activity. I am 

conducting a literature review of research using information literacy, library studies, active learning 

techniques and effective teaching practices to examine the influence these may have on student 

outcomes in a given course. Data has been collected and analysis is ongoing. Students will assist in 

gathering literature, assisting in analyzing data, and manuscript prep (creating/editing tables, checking 

references, APA style, etc.). 

    

   2. Exploring collective identity. I have utilized a novel piping methodology to examine both racial and 

sexual identity and identification and the relationship to related concepts. The racial identity work 

focuses on Black identity in adults with the sexual identity work focusing on lesbian and gay adults. I 

need assistance with literature searches and manuscript prep (creating/editing tables, checking 

references, APA style, etc.). 

    

   3. Assessing skin tone bias (a.k.a. colorism) in both minority and majority populations. I have 

developed and validated two measures of skin tone bias for both populations stated. I have published 

initial work in this area but have data from follow up studies to explore. We need assistance with 

literature searches, data cleaning/prep, and manuscript prep (creating/editing tables, checking 

references, APA style, etc.). 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

Students will search for articles in PsycINFO and related databases, read and summarize articles, discuss 

article findings in a group setting. Students may learn to use programs such as Qualtrics or SPSS. 

Students will learn how to enter and analyze data, and may write up scientific findings for a scholarly 

publication manuscript. Depending on project progression, there may be a possibility for presenting a 

poster at a local or regional conference. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

Students should learn how to search for articles using PsycINFO and related databases, critically read 

published empirical journal articles, summarize articles, use APA style, enter and analyze data, write up 

scientific findings for a scholarly publication manuscript. It is my hope that they will be included on the 

manuscripts to be produced and submitted for publication and/or present their work in poster format at 

a local or regional conference. 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

Students will need to be able to attend a weekly lab meeting that I will make every effort to set at a time 

that all of my team can meet. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

N/A 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

I strongly prefer my students to have taken both PSYC 220 and 221 and have earned at least a B in both. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

N/A 


