
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Corey Stevens 

Department: Sociology 

Email Address: corstev@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-3713 

Campus Mail Box: 1455  

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and up to 5 additional unfunded students. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[x] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[x] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

Yes, SOC 396, 3 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

Online. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- Public Health, Health Professions, Psychology, Nursing, Nutrition, etc. 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

Students will be aiding with two projects focused on fat stigma and medical care. 1) An interview study 

with bariatric (weight loss) surgery patients and 2) a qualitative analysis of tweets and other media 

surrounding the controversial decision to include fat people in 1c category for the COVID-19 vaccine. 

Students will be expected to help with both projects as well as read and discuss literature on fat stigma 

and health/medicine. 

 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

Student responsibilities will include: transcribing interviews, reviewing interview transcripts, coding 

tweets and other media, reading and reviewing literature, and performing literature searches. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

By the end of this experiences students will learn about fat stigma especially as it relates to health and 

medicine. They will also gain skill related to qualitative data analysis. I am open to working with students 

who want to use this data for their own independent URCA associate or capstone projects in the future. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

We will establish a weekly URCA team meeting that works best with student schedules. Students are 

largely reasonable for managing their own time and work schedules. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

Work will take place on students' personal computers. No transportation necessary. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

There is no requirement, but having classes and/or experence in social science research methods is a 

plus. Also, having taken a few sociology courses is strongly recommended. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Students of all body shapes and sizes are welcome to apply. Those carrying overt hateful or bigoted 

attitudes towards fat bodies need not apply. 


