
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Deborah Sellnow-Richmond 

Department: Applied Communication Studies 

Email Address: dsellno@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-2038 

Campus Mail Box: 1772 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and no other students. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[x] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[x] This project deals with community outreach. 

[] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

Yes, ACS 309, up to 3 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

virtual is most likely, though we could potentially meet in the ACS suite. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- ACS, mass comm, public health, sociology. 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

This project aims to address health disparities within vulnerable populations and issues of organizational 

trust following consequences from the COVID-19 pandemic. This project will gather data (focus groups 

and survey data) from vulnerable groups in the St. Louis region to inform strategic communication 

messages to inform instructional risk design. Instructional risk communication messages will be 

designed and tested among a sample from the same St. Louis region population to inform 

organizational, governmental, and community risk mitigation messaging. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

The URCA student will be involved in focus group facilitation, transcription, and analysis, as well as 

quantitative data analysis. If we are able to move through these phases quickly enough, the student will 

also be involved in taking focus group data to inform message design for the experimental component 

of the project. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

By the end of the project, the student will have learned focus group facilitation and qualitative data 

analysis, as well as media effects, message design, and quantitative data analysis to varying degrees. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

The student will need to be available to meet via zoom at least 2 hours per week, and have a flexible 

schedule to determine times to conduct focus groups. 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

This is unlikely to be an issue, as the project is designed to be conducted entirely virtually. 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Preferred background in a social science research methods course. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

N/A 


