
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Trish Oberweis 

Department: Criminal Justice Studies 

Email Address: toberwe@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-3292 

Campus Mail Box: 1455 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and up to three additional unfunded students. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[x] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[x] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

Yes, CJ 396, Flexible from 1-3, but all students you send must be willing to take the same number of 

hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

On the SIUE campus, or doing assigned prep work in any convenient location. It will be a mix. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- Criminal Justice, Women's Studies, Sociology, Health Communication, Pub Health, 

Anthropology, Philosophy, Political Science, Integrative Studies. 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

 

This project will develop a survey for on campus measurement of campus "climate" with regard to 

sexual violence. It continues a longitudinal study that has been ongoing for about 8 years to date. The 

survey will be implemented and the data will be entered during the fall, 2021 semester. The results of 

the past data collection efforts have been disseminated within the University for the purpose of 

empirically-based decision making with regard to prevention and education around sexual violence. 

They have also been used to support two successful VAWA grants for campus violence prevention and 

have been published in national journals. The present effort will continue along these lines. 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

URCA students will assist with reviewing the literature around campus sexual violence and its 

measurement, possibly with creating the sample of classrooms, finalizing the survey instrument, 

collecting the data, and entering the data. Although I do not believe that analyzing and reporting out the 

data will be possible within the available time frame, students may be invited to participate in that work 

if possible, or to continue working with the project through the Spring 2022 semester in an independent 

study, if desired. There is no obligation to continue, but if students have been engaged and 

demonstrated competency in earlier stages of the project, I will extend an invitation to continue on. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

At the end of the semester, students will have participated in connecting theory/literature to 

measurement practices; they will take the IRB ethics training and be certified for research with Human 

Subjects; they will have watched or aided in the process of creating a sample and learned the reasoning 

behind sampling choices; they will participate and lead data collection activities; they will assist with the 

development of a database; they will enter data; some students may also be invited to participated in 

the reporting out of data, either within the University or in drafting manuscripts for publication. This 

semester will contain the full research process in a condensed time frame. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

Most of the work will be flexible with regard to schedule, but the data collection dates and times will be 

set. Those are unknown presently, because the sampling process will determine those. Ideally, there will 

multiple data collectors, allowing each to sign up for the days/times that fit their schedules. This will 

account for as much 10 hours of work over a couple of weeks during late October or early November. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

All work will be from campus or home. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

It would be helpful if students have taken some sort of research methods class, but this is not required. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Students must be sensitive to the traumatic nature of sexual violence and able to discuss the material 

without causing themselves emotional stress. They must be able to handle the subject matter. 


