
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Sorin Nastasia 

Department: Applied Communication Studies 

Email Address: snastas@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-5826 

Campus Mail Box: 1772 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and up to one additional unfunded student. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[x] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[x] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9-10 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

Yes, ACS 499, up to 3 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

Online through Zoom. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- social sciences. 

 

 



 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, many industries are dramatically changing their interactions 

with clients, target audiences, and the market. One such industry that has been transforming its 

practices in order to continue to operate during the pandemic is the public relations industry. Dr. 

Nastasia's project will seek to PR examine industry's coping strategies with the pandemic in international 

settings, specifically through a survey of PR practitioners globally as well as follow-up interviews with 

selected PR practitioners from each continent. This research will be useful to understanding the 

challenges faced by the PR industry during this unprecedented global crisis and the measures taken 

across the industry to adapt to new realities. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

The student will: 

    - pursue IRB training (if needed) and submission of paperwork for IRB approval 

    - collect data through surveys and interviews 

    - contribute to evidence based recommendations 

    - report the data through presentations and publications 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

Outcomes: 

    - increase student's quantitative and qualitative research capability 

    - increase understanding of interviewing and survey methods 

    - train in data collection and analysis 

    - increase understanding of public relations issues 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

The research activities will involve online work. The survey data will be set up online through Qualtrics 

and the interviews will be organized by phone. Students will create their own schedules depending on 

availability and through consultation with Dr. Nastasia. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

    N/A 

    Work will take place through Zoom 

 



Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

   No prerequisites, although research methods coursework or some previous research 

   experience a plus. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

The URCA student should have a strong interest in various aspects of the communication professions. 

Additionally, the student should have good communication skills and a good grasp of work in Word and 

Excel. 


