
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Kenneth Moffett 

Department: Political Science 

Email Address: kmoffet@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-2649 

Campus Mail Box: 1453 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and no other students. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

 9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

Yes, POLS310, 3 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

Can be done remotely, with periodic meetings via Zoom. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, but only those within similar fields. 

 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

 

Students will gather data on presidential policy memoranda as part of a broader study on the ways in 

which Congress responds to unilateral actions by the president. Students will gather how many 

memoranda exist over time, and categorize those memoranda into policy areas. In addition, students 

will assist with gathering data on the Trump and Biden administration and the public policies that have 

been enacted during both presidencies. The research team will use this data as part of their book 

manuscript, Strategic Responsiveness from Trump to Clinton: The President and Congress in a Separated 

System. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

Students are responsible for weekly meetings to provide status updates on data collection efforts, 

compile data from varying sources, analyze that data as appropriate, analyze policies from the Trump 

and Biden presidencies, and will perform other tasks as necessary to assist with this research project. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

Students will have learned about how research in political science happens. More specifically, students 

will have gathered data on many policy memoranda, laws, and other policy initiatives from the Biden 

and Trump presidencies. Students will acquire data and policy analysis skills that they previously did not 

have prior to undertaking this work. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

Times and dates of availability are negotiable. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

Students can perform this work remotely or on campus. 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Students are preferred to have experience in analyzing data through a course, such as POLS 300. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

I invite applicants from political science or related disciplines. Because this project involved gathering 

and using data, I also invite applicants with a mathematical or statistical background. 


