
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Elizabeth McKenney 

Department: Psychology 

Email Address: elmcken@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-3430 

Campus Mail Box: 1121 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and up to four additional unfunded students. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[x] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[x] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9 hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

Yes, PSYC491, 3 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

Psychology Research lab, AH 0138; Online/Remote activities. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, but only those in similar fields. 

 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

My research lab will be beginning a new investigation into school psychologists' knowledge and 

engagement in socially just multi-tiered systems of support (MTSS) within PK - 12 education settings. 

Socially just MTSS refers to schoolwide practices and early intervention services that ensure that all 

students receive the educational opportunities that they need to be successful, including access to a 

free and appropriate public education. Such services are provided at the universal level (what all 

students need), the targeted level (what some students need), and at the individual level (what a select 

group of students, often those with disabilities, need). In this work, there is a particular focus on the 

needs of students with Autism Spectrum Disorder, especially at the individual level, and on the needs of 

students from non-dominant backgrounds (e.g., racially minoritized groups, LGBTQIA students) at all 

levels. 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

Students will conduct literature reviews, prepare documents for publication, and help to construct a 

survey of practicing school psychologists' knowledge and current practices regarding socially just 

approaches to meeting the needs of all PK - 12 learners. To do so, they will participate in weekly lab 

meetings in which assignments, methods, and results will be discussed. Students will occasionally need 

to write annotated bibliographies and report back to the faculty mentor and each other about what they 

have found. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

Current issues in the field of school psychology, how to conduct a structured literature review, how to 

prepare the results of a structured literature review for publication, how to write a literature review for 

an empirical research study, the state of current knowledge regarding school psychologists' socially just 

MTSS practices, and how to construct rigorous and effective surveys to obtain new knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

Lab meetings will be Wednesdays from 4 - 5:30, and all participants must be available at this time. As of 

right now, most lab meetings will be held via Zoom, however, an occasional in person meeting may be 

scheduled for those students who wish to attend in that format. 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

N/A 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

N/A 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

N/A 


