
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Jeff Manuel 

Department: History 

Email Address:  

Phone Number: 618-650- 

Campus Mail Box:  

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and no other students. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[x] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[x] This project deals with community outreach. 

[] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

7 hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

No. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

Peck Hall, potentially limited travel within Madison County, IL. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, but only those within similar fields. 

 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

Madison Historical: The Online Encyclopedia and Digital Archive for Madison County, Illinois, is a 

research project to document the rich history of Madison County, Illinois. Madison Historical has an 

authoritative online encyclopedia of events, people, and places in county history. There is also a digital 

archive where important historical photos, documents, and objects will be scanned and made available 

to the public. Finally, the site contains oral history interviews with citizens throughout the county 

reflecting on their personal experiences. 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

   URCA assistants will be involved in all aspects of the web site's creation, including: 

   *Scanning historical photos and documents and uploading them to the web site 

   *Conducting oral history interviews, transcribing them, and uploading them to the web site 

   *Researching local history using historic newspapers and other sources 

   *Assisting with technical aspects of the web site, including design and functionality 

   All work is done as part of a team that includes two professors and a graduate assistant. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

   By the end of this assistantship, the URCA student will have learned the functions of digital history web 

sites (digitization, oral histories, research and writing for the web), they will also be familiar with local 

history research techniques, and be familiar with basic web development skills applicable to historical 

sites and/or museums. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

Students are free to set their own hours. The entire project team meets weekly for one hour, but the 

day of time of the meeting will be set based on everyone's schedule. 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

Most work will take place in Peck Hall or Lovejoy Library. There will be opportunities to travel to history 

museums and other sites in Madison County, but these are optional. 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

No, although familiarity with US history and African-American history will be helpful. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

For fall 2021, the Madison Historical project will focus on Madison County's African-American history. If 

applicants have any experience or background with this topic, it will be considered during the review 

process. 

 


