
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Laura Fowler  

Department: History 

Email Address: lmilsk@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-2145 

Campus Mail Box: 1454 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and no other students. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[x] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[x] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[x] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

HIST 410, 3 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

SIUE, Lovejoy Library, remote access. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- history, geography, art, environmental studies, sustainability. 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

In 1900, Chicago reversed the flow of the Chicago River, sending its sewage downstream and into the 

Illinois River. Using the slogan, “dilution is the solution to pollution,” Chicago made this environmental 

decision that negatively affected the towns downstream on the Des Plaines and Illinois River. This 

project seeks to document the history of this event through research into cities and counties from 

Chicago to Grafton. Types of research include remote research into Library of Congress, Chicago 

Historical Museum, local historical societies, and the Illinois State Museum. Students will compile a 

database of available resources and find historical photographs, journals, newspaper articles, books, and 

plate glass negatives about the Des Plaines and Illinois Rivers from 1890-1910. Material gained will form 

the basis of a mobile art exhibit called Reversing Course to be displayed along the route of the rivers by 

our community partner, Watershedcairns.com. This project incorporates environmental history, 

geography, environmental studies, sustainability, and art. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

Students will conduct remote research at the Chicago History Museum, Library of Congress, Illinois State 

Museum, and other repositories as research indicates. Students will compile a database of materials 

located at these repositories as well as those in local historical societies, local libraries, and county 

historical societies along the Illinois River. Students will learn how to conduct database research, create 

a database, and become familiar with local history in Illinois. Students will collect this material in an 

online database, possibly Zotero, and will learn that program as well. Students will have to contact local 

historical societies, county historical societies, and local libraries on their own initiative as part of the 

project. 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

The student will learn how to conduct remote research in repository databases. They will gain content 

knowledge into the role of the Illinois River in Illinois and the City of Chicago’s role in the downstate 

Illinois history. They will understand sustainability and the environmental impact of decisions made in 

1900 that still impact the landscape today. They will work with a community partner, Watershed Cairns 

and the Reversing Course exhibition project. The database should contain an adequate quantifiable 

amount of primary source photographic, newspaper, journals, books, and travel narrative research and 

will identify and contact local libraries along the route of the Illinois River. Counties include: Jersey, 

Calhoun, Green, Pike, Scott, Morgan, Brown, Cass, Mason, Schuyler, Fulton, Tazewell, Peoria, Woodford, 

Marshall, Putnam, Bureau, LaSalle, and Peru. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

Students can work on their own time. 



If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

Students need not travel to additional locations. 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

No prerequisite classes required. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Knowledge of library databases (WorldCat, American History and Life, JSTOR, etc.) 


