
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Thomas Foster  

Department: Physics 

Email Address: tfoster@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-3049 

Campus Mail Box: 1654 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and up to 3 additional unfunded students. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[x] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

Yes, PHYS297, 3 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

SE0234 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- Anyone with Excel skills and an interest in exploring implicit bias. 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

Implicit bias is in every department at SIUE, but few people have the courage and personal resources to 

identify bias around them. This project will examine how end-of-year awards are distributed by gender 

over a ten year period. We will look for patterns and statistically verify them for each department in 

CAS. Hopefully, as research is always a gamble, we will be able to create a procedure for identify implicit 

bias based on gender that can become useful beyond SIUE. 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

Assistants will help in summarizing data from historical records, perform a literature review, help 

identify trends in the data, and learn a bit of statistics along the way. If time allows, the assistants will 

help write the paper and/or give a presentation. 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

1) Research is messy and collaborative. 

2) An increased appreciation of the subtlety of implicit bias in a sub cultures 

3) improved use of MS Excel 

4) practical applications and interpretations of statistics 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

I will fit this experience into the student’s schedule and location (If necessary) 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

N/A 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Math125 or equivalent C or better. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

N/A 


