
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Ms. Kathryn Bentley 

Department: Theater and Dance 

Email Address: kbentle@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-2436 

Campus Mail Box: 1777 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and up to two additional unfunded students. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[x] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[x] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

No. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

SIUE Campus, Remote, Metro-East Area. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- Sociology, Anthropology, Black Studies. 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 



The URCA project will continue the work that started in Fall 2020 that focused on the narrative change 

aspect of SIUE's TRHT Center. The work will creatively delve into the past and present relationship 

between Edwardsville and East St. Louis through interviews, storytelling and theater. The continued 

work will be to collaborate with Sociology students to gather the oral histories of East St. Louis 

residents. 

December 2019, SIUE was one of 13 universities chosen by the Association of American Colleges and 

Universities (AAC&U) to host a Truth, Racial Healing, and Transformation (TRHT) Campus Center. The 

five pillars of the TRHT framework are narrative change, racial healing and relationship building, 

separation, law, and economy. The goal of the TRHT Center is "to prepare the next generation of leaders 

to dismantle the belief in the hierarchy of human value and confront racism in our society." 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

  The student's responsibilities include: 

    -Researching the history of the SIUE campus and its East St. Louis origins 

    -Identifying key community citizens and events 

    -Arrange and conduct interviews with these community members 

    -Work with members of BTW to create original theatrical pieces (monologues, poetry, dance, scenes) 

to be performed in the community 

    -Workshop these pieces on campus and in East St. Louis in the Fall 2021 semester. 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

-Be more knowledgeable in interviewing techniques 

-Have a greater sense of themselves as makers of theater 

-Have developed a deeper understanding of the importance of building community 

-Have a deeper understanding of the value of theater in bridging communities 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

This will be determined based on the student’s schedule. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

Unfortunately, this campus does not have a shuttle to take students to our East St. Louis Campus. This 

makes it extremely difficult for community-based projects such as this. I will do my best to help the 

student secure transportation to East St. Louis. I do not want lack of transportation to be a barrier to 

applying. 

 



Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

The student should have participated in SIUE's Black Theatre Workshop or in a similar ensemble at 

another institution. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

This student needs to be creative, outgoing, and a leader! Ultimately, this student will not only be 

interacting with elders in the community but with their college-aged peers as well. 
 


