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UNIVERSITY STAFF SENATE REGULAR MEETING 

Zoom Meeting ID 924 7748 1076 

November 4, 2021 – 9:00am 

Approved Minutes 

The regular meeting of the University Staff Senate was called to order at 9:00am on Thursday, 

November 4, 2021 via Zoom by President Mark Ferrell. 

Present: Mark Ferrell, Keith Becherer, David Balai, Denyse Anderson, Darryl Cherry, Mike Hamil, Carolyn 

Jason, Jan Caban, John Caupert, Anne Cavanaugh, Anthony Fearon, Kelly Jo Hendricks, Doug James, 

Shane Kessinger, Dusty Rhodes, Nicole Robinson, Collin Van Meter, Anne Hunter (ex officio) 

Excused: Angie White, Cindy Cobetto, Emily Skowron 

Absent: Jared Loyd 

Guests: Angie Barclay, Laura Schade 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Minutes for the October 7, 2021 meeting were approved as written. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Condolences were offered to the SIUE Police for the loss of Officer Tyler Timmins. 

REPORTS: 

Becherer reminded the body that feedback on the Chancellor candidates is due on November 5.  He 

reported that he was invited to attend the System Staff Development working committee.  There was 

discussion about sponsoring a lobby day. 

Balai shared information about Staff Development at a system level, and the committee is looking at 

things that the campuses could do together.  A survey has been sent out to all staff to get feedback on 

what topics to work on first.  There is concern about burnout since there are many employees leaving, 

and those remaining have to pick up the extra work.   

President Ferrell has an upcoming meeting with the Chancellor. 

Cherry reported that he plans to meet with Dr. Jessica Harris about her priorities to help inform what 

the Diversity Initiatives Committee will work on.  The First Generation Celebration Day will take place on 

November 8 with an expanded celebration that is also partnered with Carbondale. 

The Chancellor Search Committee work has completed.  The committee shared strengths and 

weaknesses of finalists with the System President. 

Hunter shared that the Faculty Senate is working on language for their Bylaws to allow for remote 

attendance in accordance with Open Meetings Act restrictions. 
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Reports from the Public Relations Committee, the Diversity Initiatives Committee, the Parking and 

Traffic Committee, the University Planning and Budget Council (UPBC), the Homecoming Committee, 

and the Honorary Degree and Distinguished Service Award Committee (HDDSAC) were posted to Teams 

and are attached. 

There were no other reports.   

ACTION ITEMS: 

Kelly Jo Hendricks was recommended as the Staff Senate appointment to the Committee for Higher 

Administrator Performance Appraisal (CHAPA).  There was no discussion, and the appointment was 

approved unanimously. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Ferrell will meet with Becherer to move the employee satisfaction survey forward.  The Staff Senate may 

be able to use information from the system survey as well.  Kessinger expressed concerns that people 

could become more discouraged if there is no action to remedy issues after the surveys.   

NEW BUSINESS: 

There was no new business. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Announcements were reviewed as listed on the agenda.   

There is an opening on the Intercollegiate Athletics Committee (ICAC) for a Staff Senate representative.  

Gulf Shores in Edwardsville will be donating proceeds from November 4 sales to the Timmons family. 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 

Ferrell will invite Bill Winter for a budget presentation to the Staff Senate.  Becherer would like to invite 

each of the Vice Chancellors to attend a meeting as well as the new Chancellor once in place.  There will 

be a limited platform party for commencement that will not include the Staff Senate at this time, but 

there will be follow up to make sure that representation is not lost when a full party resumes. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting adjourned at 9:34 am. 

 

Submitted by Anne Hunter, University Governance 
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