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FACULTY SENATE MEETING 

Mississippi/Illinois Room, Morris University Center 

Zoom Meeting ID 989 5051 4481 

March 3, 2022 – 2:30pm 

APPROVED MINUTES 

The regular meeting of the Faculty Senate was called to order at 2:33pm on Thursday, March 3, 2022 by 

President E. Duff Wrobbel.   

Present: E. Duff Wrobbel, Jingyi Jia, Laurie Rice, Robert Bitter, Heidy Carruthers, Kim Carter, Wai Cheah, 

David Cluphf, Ivy Cooper, Igor Crk, Chaya Gopalan, Valerie Griffin, Mitchell Haas, Michael Hair, James 

Hanlon, Cedrick Harville II, Keith Hecht, Amy Hubert, Heather Johnson, Angela Kim, Joshua Kryah, 

Soondo Kweon, Yuliang Liu, Yun Lu, Ram Madupalli, Adriana Martinez, Cassandra Maynard, Barb 

McCracken, Kelley McGuire, J. Thad Meeks, Ann Popkess (ex officio), Corey Ragsdale, Alison Reiheld, 

Johanna Schmitz, Kamran Shavezipur, Michael Shaw, Walter Siganga, Jayme Swanke, Ezra Temko, Carrie 

Vogler, Suranjan Weeraratne, Susan Wiediger (ex officio), Jie Ying, Xudong Yu, Jennifer Zuercher 

Absent: Charles Berger (ex officio), Kevin Cannon, R. Duane Douglas (ex officio), Carole Frick, Kay Gaehle, 

Jennifer Hernandez, Christienne Hinz, Stephen Kerber (ex officio), Nima Lotfi Yagin, Shadrack Msengi, 

Edward Navarre, Debbie Sellnow-Richmond, Prince Wells (ex officio) 

Guest: Keith Becherer 

Guest: 

Chancellor Dr. James Minor was a guest at the meeting.  He shared his priorities of student success and 

budget focus, noting that it is necessary to change as an institution in order to go forward.  He stated 

that he wants a communal knowledge of how the university is doing with student success and sees a 

collective responsibility to improve outcomes.   

Public Comment: 

There was no public comment. 

Announcements: 

Announcements were reviewed as listed on the agenda. 

Consideration of Minutes: 

The minutes for the December 2, 2021 meeting were approved as written. 

Action Items: 

There were no action items. 

Unfinished Business: 
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Weather cancellations have been an obstacle, but there is still an intent to get through reorganization 

before the end of the semester.  The Faculty Senate Reorganization Ad Hoc Committee (FSRAC) 

recommends keeping Welfare and the Faculty Development Councils as separate, but the size needs to 

be evaluated since they have less responsibility.  The Rules & Procedures Council is recommended to be 

rebranded as the Governance Council.  The current Bylaws do not reflect what Councils do, and the 

hope is to have new Bylaws verbiage to look at in April.   

 

A Bylaws proposal was shared in teams, and the Modified Feminist Process will be a separate discussion.  

Temko moved to adopt the proposed changes to the Faculty Senate Bylaws with the exception of the 

Modified Feminist Process changes, and it was seconded by Hecht.  There was a discussion, and it was 

noted that if changes are not made this year the fall semester would have to start with the existing 

structure instead of the new Council structure.  The motion carried with 34 in favor, 2 opposed, and 2 

abstentions (Bitter – NO, Carruthers – ABSTAIN, Carter – YES, Cheah – YES, Cluphf – YES, Cooper – YES, 

Crk – YES, Foster – YES, Gopalan – YES, Griffin – NO, Haas – YES, Hair – YES, Hanlon – YES, Harville – YES, 

Hecht – YES, Hubert – YES, Johnson – YES, Kim – YES, Kryah – YES, Kweon – YES, Liu – YES, Lu – YES, 

Madupalli – YES, Martinez – YES, Maynard – YES, McCracken – NO, McGuire – YES, Ragsdale – YES, 

Reiheld – ABSTAIN, Schmitz – YES, Shaw – YES, Siganga – YES, Swanke – YES, Temko – YES, Vogler – YES, 

Weeraratne – YES, Ying – YES, Yu – YES, Zuercher – YES). 

 

There was further discussion about the proposal to move from Robert’s Rules of Order (RONR) to a 

Feminist Process.  There is a discussion about parliamentary process among Presidents of Faculty 

Senates in the state.  Bitter suggested using a simplified version of RONR called Sturgiss, which is fairly 

commonly used.  The Modified Feminist Process is supposed to be a more inclusive form of meeting 

management, but not many know what it is and have concerns about a high learning curve.  Wrobbel 

suggested the Senate use the Modified Feminist Process at the April meeting and run through some 

examples. 

 

New Business: 

There are no nominations for President-Elect. 

 

Masks are now optional everywhere except in instructional spaces.  It is expected that testing will stop 

at the end of the month.  There was no further discussion on the topic. 

 

Reports from Standing Committees: 

The University Planning and Budget Committee (UPBC) and the Illinois Board of Higher Education Faculty 

Advisory Council (IBHE-FAC) reports were posted to Teams and are attached. 

 

Reports from Council Chairs: 

The Faculty Development Council tried to get funding for those who applied to the Excellence in 

Undergraduate Education (EUE) in 2020, but there is nothing available for this year.  The Continuous 

Improvement Conference will take place on March 18, and information will be coming out to all faculty 

about the conference.  The Teaching Excellence Award Committee (TEAC) was impacted by the 
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pandemic, and it is uncertain what will be done for it this year.  They are working on making it equitable 

to faculty who teach online as well as amending the Bylaws to help secure a Chair for the committee.   

 

The Curriculum Council is working on program reviews and will add a meeting due to the February 

Council meeting cancellation due to inclement weather.  Hecht recognized the Undergraduate Programs 

Committee for their work on getting courses through CurricuNET. 

 

The Graduate Council voted by email to accept committee reports, but their normal meeting was 

cancelled due to inclement weather. 

 

Rice reported that the Meridian Selection Committee chose recipients and shared that departments 

might get requests to reach out to students to encourage them to accept. 

 

Jia noted that the April meeting will be in-person and that March Council meetings will also take place 

in-person. 

 

There were no other reports. 

 

Adjournment: 

The meeting adjourned at 4:12 pm. 

 

 

 

Submitted by Anne Hunter, University Governance 
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