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FACULTY SENATE MEETING 

Mississippi/Illinois Room, Morris University Center 

Zoom Meeting ID 989 5051 4481 

November 4, 2021 – 2:30pm 

APPROVED MINUTES 

 

The regular meeting of the Faculty Senate was called to order at 2:30pm on Thursday, November 4, 

2021 by President E. Duff Wrobbel.   

 

Present: E. Duff Wrobbel, Jingyi Jia, Laurie Rice, Robert Bitter, Kevin Cannon, Heidy Carruthers, Wai 

Cheah, David Cluphf, Ivy Cooper, Igor Crk, Carole Frick, Kay Gaehle, Chaya Gopalan, Valerie Griffin, 

Mitchell Haas, Michael Hair, James Hanlon, Cedrick Harville II, Keith Hecht, Jennifer Hernandez, 

Christienne Hinz, Amy Hubert, Shrikant Jategaonkar, Heather Johnson, Soondo Kweon, Yuliang Liu, Yun 

Lu, Ram Madupalli, Adriana Martinez, Cassandra Maynard, Barb McCracken, Kelley McGuire, Ann 

Popkess (ex officio), Corey Ragsdale, Alison Reiheld, Johanna Schmitz, Debbie Sellnow-Richmond, 

Kamran Shavezipur, Michael Shaw, Walter Siganga, Jayme Swanke, Ezra Temko, Carrie Vogler, Suranjan 

Weeraratne, Susan Wiediger (ex officio), Jie Ying, Jennifer Zuercher 

 

Absent: Charles Berger (ex officio), R. Duane Douglas (ex officio), Stephen Kerber (ex officio), Angela 

Kim, Joshua Kryah, Nima Lotfi Yagin, J. Thad Meeks, Edward Navarre, Prince Wells (ex officio), Xudong Yu 

 

Excused: Kim Carter, Shadrack Msengi 

 

Guest: Jessica DeSpain, Sue Chhay, Matt Schunke, Amber Withycombe 

 

Public Comment: 

There was no public comment. 

 

Announcements: 

Announcements were reviewed as listed on the agenda. 

 

Consideration of Minutes: 

The minutes for the October 7, 2021 meeting were approved as written. 

 

Action Items: 

There were no action items. 

 

Unfinished Business: 

The Faculty Senate Reorganization Advisory Committee has full membership, and their first meeting is 

scheduled.  
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A list of eligible faculty has been requested, and the vote on the constitutional amendment will be sent 

out once those are available.   

 

New Business: 

An amendment to the Faculty Senate Bylaws to allow remote attendance was discussed.  The Open 

Meetings Act language about remote attendance was shared and is attached.  It was noted that 

Senators can still find an alternate to attend if they do not wish to attend remotely, and the request 

form will only ask if the reason for requesting remote attendance is one of the three allowable options.  

The draft was amended, and there was a motion and second to adopt the amendment 

(Hecht/Shavezipur).  It was adopted unanimously (Bitter, Canon, Carruthers, Cheah, Cluphf, Cooper, Crk, 

Frick, Gaehle, Griffin, Haas, Hair, Hanlon, Harville, Hecht, Hernandez, Hubert, Jategaonkar, Johnson, 

Kweon, Liu, Lu, Madupalli, Martinez, Maynard, McCracken, McGuire, Ragsdale, Reiheld, Schmitz, 

Sellnow-Richmond, Shavezipur, Shaw, Siganga, Swanke, Temko, Vogler, Weeraratne, Ying, Zuercher). 

 

The Community-Oriented Digital Engagement Scholars (CODES) Program is an alternative general 

education pathway that has been approved by the General Education Committee and the Curriculum 

Council.  Jessica DeSpain provided an overview of the program, which is attached.  The program is 

similar to the Honors Program and is a holistic program to serve as an alternative to the Lincoln 

Program.  The target audience is underserved students.  The program is paired with skills-based courses 

and has students working in small research teams with two years of coursework resulting in a summer 

research experience and digital project.  The floor was opened for questions. 

 

Funding is available for the faculty teaching in the program, but there is not funding support for the 

departments at this time.  The program has a statement on diversity and inclusion and is designed to be 

representative of the students in the program.  There are three research team courses, and the team 

would remain the same with an option to add students later if students leave the program.  The goal to 

start the program is Fall 2022 with 25 students per cohort. 

 

Hecht moved on behalf of the Curriculum Council that the CODES Program be approved as an 

alternative to the Lincoln Program for the general education pathway.  It was adopted unanimously 

(Bitter, Canon, Carruthers, Cheah, Cluphf, Cooper, Crk, Frick, Gaehle, Griffin, Haas, Hair, Hanlon, Harville, 

Hecht, Hernandez, Hinz, Hubert, Jategaonkar, Johnson, Kweon, Liu, Lu, Madupalli, Martinez, Maynard, 

McCracken, McGuire, Ragsdale, Reiheld, Schmitz, Sellnow-Richmond, Shavezipur, Shaw, Siganga, 

Swanke, Temko, Vogler, Weeraratne, Ying, Zuercher). 

 

Reports from Standing Committees: 

The University Planning and Budget Committee (UPBC) and the Illinois Board of Higher Education Faculty 

Advisory Council (IBHE-FAC) reports were posted to Teams and are attached. 

 

Reports from Council Chairs: 

Minutes from the Faculty Development Council were posted and are attached.  The Curriculum Council 

posted a report that is attached. 
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The Rules and Procedures Council discussed the remote attendance amendment.  There will not be an 

evaluation of the Chancellor or Provost this year as those reviews will be merged with the Committee 

for Higher Administrator Performance Appraisal (CHAPA).   

 

The Welfare and Governance Council are looking at options for quantifying service activity. 

 

The Graduate Council posted a report that is attached. 

 

Rice reported that the Chancellor Search Committee finished their work with President Mahony, who 

will make the final decision.  The surveys will remain open until November 5 at 4:30pm.  The name will 

be put forward at the December Board of Trustees meeting, and the new Chancellor will start 

somewhere between January and July of 2022. 

 

Jia suggested the creation of a Blackboard shell to aid with Faculty Senate discussion, but it was noted 

that it would conflict with the Open Meetings Act.   

 

President Wrobbel shared that he will be serving on the University Quality Council.  Student feedback 

was more negative last year with Seniors being more forgiving than Freshman. 

 

Adjournment: 

The meeting adjourned at 3:44 pm. 

 

 

 

Submitted by Anne Hunter, University Governance 
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