
1 
 

FACULTY SENATE MEETING 

Mississippi/Illinois Room, Morris University Center 

Zoom Meeting ID 989 5051 4481 

September 2, 2021 – 2:30pm 

APPROVED MINUTES 

 

The regular meeting of the Faculty Senate was called to order at 2:33pm on Thursday, September 2, 

2021 by President E. Duff Wrobbel.   

 

Present: E. Duff Wrobbel, Jingyi Jia, Laurie Rice, Robert Bitter, Kevin Cannon, Heidy Carruthers, Kim 

Carter, Wai Cheah, Siv (Sue) Chung Chhay, Ivy Cooper, Igor Crk, Kay Gaehle, Chaya Gopalan, Valerie 

Griffin, Mitchell Haas, Michael Hair, James Hanlon, Cedrick Harville II, Keith Hecht, Jennifer Hernandez, 

Christienne Hinz, Amy Hubert, Shrikant Jategaonkar, Heather Johnson, Stephen Kerber (ex officio), 

Angela Kim, Joshua Kryah, Soondo Kweon, Yuliang Liu, Nima Lotfi Yagin, Yun Lu, Adriana Martinez, 

Cassandra Maynard, Barb McCracken, Kelley McGuire, J. Thad Meeks, Shadrack Msengi, Ann Popkess (ex 

officio), Corey Ragsdale, Alison Reiheld, Johanna Schmitz, Debbie Sellnow-Richmond, Kamran 

Shavezipur, Michael Shaw, Walter Siganga, Jayme Swanke, Ezra Temko, Carrie Vogler, Suranjan 

Weeraratne, Susan Wiediger (ex officio), Jie Ying, Xudong Yu, Jennifer Zuercher 

 

Absent: Charles Berger (ex officio), R. Duane Douglas (ex officio), Kathy Mora, Edward Navarre, Dan 

Welch, Prince Wells (ex officio) 

 

Excused: Carole Frick, Ram Madupalli 

 

Public Comment: 

There was no public comment. 

 

Welcome and Faculty Senate Orientation: 

New Senators were welcomed and introduced.  Council meetings will help on-board new people with 

the Faculty Senate structure and operations. 

 

Announcements: 

Announcements were reviewed as listed on the agenda. 

 

It was noted that virtual attendance for meetings that fall under the Open Meetings Act (OMA) is 

dependent upon the Governor issuing disaster proclamations.  These have been issued month-to-

month, and the current order is effective through September 20.   

 

Steve Kerber was appointed to the Executive Director of Marketing and Communications Search 

Committee.  Heidy Carruthers, Steve Kerber, and Nima Lotfi Yagin were appointed to the R2 Committee 

DPU Working Groups.  John Foster was appointed to the Parking and Traffic Committee.  Jennifer Miller, 

Anne Powell, Thad Meeks, and Kevin Stein were appointed to the Intercollegiate Athletics Committee 
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(ICAC).  Volunteers are still needed for the Committee for Higher Administrator Performance Appraisal 

(CHAPA) and the Homecoming Committee.   

 

Consideration of Minutes: 

The minutes for the May 6, 2021 meeting were approved as written. 

 

Action Items: 

There were no action items. 

 

Unfinished Business: 

The Rules and Procedures Council was recognized for their work on the reorganization of the Faculty 

Senate.  If the constitutional amendment is approved, there will be additional revisions of the Bylaws to 

incorporate it.  The All Faculty Meeting in 2019 discussed shared governance and the organization of the 

Faculty Senate, and a working group with representatives from each Council was put together.  A 

proposal was put forward in March 2021 and sent to the Councils for further discussion, and the 

Curriculum Council also looked at the undergraduate review process.  Changes will be moved on in 

pieces to make the process more manageable, and the goal is to have all changes implemented effective 

next year; operating papers will also have to be adjusted before the start of next year to incorporate the 

restructuring.   

 

New Business: 

There was no new business.  

 

Reports from Standing Committees: 

The University Planning and Budget Committee (UPBC) and the Illinois Board of Higher Education Faculty 

Advisory Council (IBHE-FAC) reports were posted to Teams and are attached. 

 

There was a discussion about non-represented faculty being promised that they would receive the same 

increases as represented faculty, however that did not happen for FY21.  They were excluded from the 

unionization vote.  Wrobbel and Popkess will raise the question and bring information back to the 

Senate. 

 

Reports from Council Chairs: 

Carter and Reiheld will be co-chairing the Faculty Development Council.  Information will be sent to 

Council members about meetings and goals.  They are looking to invigorate the Teaching Excellence 

Award Committee (TEAC) and the Excellence in Undergraduate Education (EUE) program.   

 

Hecht reminded the Senate that changes to admissions criteria made SIUE a test-optional university.  

Enrollment Management is monitoring it, but it will be about two years before the impact is seen.  They 

are also considering a switch to a holistic admissions process. 
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The Welfare and Governance Council is going to look at the issue of junior faculty being over-burdened 

with service work.  They will explore ways of quantifying service loads. 

 

The Graduate Council is going to see if some of the COVID money could be earmarked for graduate 

students to help pay down debt. 

 

Past President Rice participated in meetings over the summer, however most of the information is now 

out of date.  There were more first semester students than anticipated when teaching sessions were set, 

which resulted in a shortage of instructors for the First Semester Transition course.  It was opened for 

staff with required degrees to teach sections of the course as a short-term fix.  The General Education 

Committee will look at the policy for how to handle the issue if it comes up again in the future.   

 

President-Elect Jia asked Senators to pass information and proposals up through their Councils, which 

brings the information to the Executive Committee.   

 

President Wrobbel asked Senators to report out information from Faculty Senate to their units, 

especially as it concerns the reorganization.   

 

Adjournment: 

The meeting adjourned at 3:39 pm. 

 

 

 

Submitted by Anne Hunter, University Governance 
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