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FACULTY SENATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Zoom Meeting ID 920 3685 0196 

August 27, 2020 – 2:30pm 

Approved Minutes 

 

The regular meeting of the Faculty Senate Executive Committee was called to order at 2:30pm on 

Thursday, August 27, 2020 in Zoom by President Laurie Rice.   

 

Present: Laurie Rice, Jocelyn DeGroot-Brown, E. Duff Wrobbel, Keith Hecht, Jingyi Jia, Stephen Kerber, 

Mike Shaw, Ezra Temko 

Excused: Marie Klopfenstein 

Guests: Ann Popkess (UPBC) 

 

Announcements: 

The Board of Trustees meeting will be held on September 17 at the School of Dental Medicine. 

 

Consideration of Minutes: 

The minutes for the April 23, 2020 meeting were approved as written. 

 

Action Items: 

There were no action items. 

 

Unfinished Business: 

The organizational chart will be reviewed and language for representation on search committees will be 

presented at the next meeting. 

 

The Faculty Senate reorganization had to be tabled due to the stay-at-home order.  Rules & Procedures 

Council will have an initial discussion and bring back suggestions to the Executive Board.  Ideally the new 

structure will be in place by next fall. 

 

New Business: 

A proposal for Council membership was posted to SharePoint and is attached.  There was a discussion 

about Welfare and Governance having lost experienced members, and Ken Moffett was moved from 

Curriculum Council in trade for a to-be-determined Senator from the College of Arts and Sciences (CAS).  

A motion was made and seconded to adopt the membership with the change, and it was adopted 

unanimously.   

 

Laurie Rice will serve as the Open Meetings Act designee for the Faculty Senate Executive Committee.  

Councils should pick a designee at their first meeting.   

 

Changes to the Open Meetings Act requirements were reviewed.  Meeting locations are reserved at the 

Morris University Center, but changes can be communicated to University Governance.  One person 

must be physically present at the meeting location.  Meetings must be recorded and sent to University 

Governance for retention, and votes must take place by roll call. 



2 
 

 

Junvie Pailden and George Pelekanos were presented for renewed terms on the Parking and Traffic 

Committee with no objection.  Intercollegiate Athletics Committee (ICAC) appointments were discussed.  

Four positions have been serving and have terms that will end in 2023, but they were not ratified and at 

least one needs to be replaced. 

 

The Academic Continuity Task Force suggested a SET appendage to account for the current learning 

environment.  The proposed questions are optional and for informational purposes only and would be 

available as an appendage to the review tool already used.  The questions have to be added as a group 

due to technical restraints.  There was discussion, and the topic will be presented to the Faculty Senate 

at the next meeting. 

 

A request to temporarily suspend test score requirements for AY20-21 is still being worked on, but it will 

require a quick approval once finalized.  It was temporarily in place over the summer when the full 

Senate could not be called.  As testing centers are closed due to COVID-19, it needs to be suspended 

through spring at a minimum.  It will be placed on the agenda for the next Faculty Senate meeting and 

can be discussed by the Curriculum Council as a permanent change. 

 

Reports: 

The University Planning and Budget Committee (UPBC) posted a report and membership for the 2020-

2021 year, and it is attached.     

 

The Rules and Procedures Council is working to resolve incomplete elections. 

 

The Welfare and Governance Council will be concluding work on the grievance procedure for non-

represented faculty. 

 

The Past-President served on the Academic Continuity Task Force. 

 

The President posted a report that is attached.  There is discussion on ways the Black Faculty and Staff 

Association (BFSA) can work together with the Faculty Senate, and a joint meeting to deal with anti-

racism in teaching and service is being considered.  If needed, there may be more than one All Faculty 

Meeting.   

 

There were no other reports. 

 

Public Comment: 

There was no public comment.  It was decided to move public comment to the beginning of the meeting 

after a brief discussion. 

 

Adjournment: 

The meeting adjourned at 3:58 pm. 

 

Submitted by Anne Hunter, University Governance 
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