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The Traditional Way 

   Notes 

         Vocabulary lists 

                 Dates 

                        Historical figures 

                                   Holiday focus 



The way we view 
the teaching of 

history is 
changing. 

“When the museum 

reopens in 2017,  

it may be known 

simply as the Arch 

Museum instead of  

the Museum of  

Westward 

Expansion.” 

Phillips, Camille. “As Gateway Arch 
Turns 50, Its Message Gets Reframed.”  

NPR. October 28, 2015. 
http://www.npr.org/2015/10/28/4522
99164/as-gateway-arch-turns-50-its-

message-gets-reframed 



National Council for  

the Social Studies 

One of the most important conclusions one can draw from the 

available research on early learning in social studies is the 

critical importance of the elementary years in laying the 

foundation for later and increasingly mature understanding. There is 

reason to believe that teachers who miss these crucial opportunities 

to build interest, to introduce concepts from history and the social 

sciences, and to develop social perspectives and civic 

understanding may make it more difficult for citizens of the 21st 

century to cope with their future. 

 

If the young people of this nation are to become effective 

participants in a democratic society, then social studies must be an 

essential part of the curriculum in the early childhood/elementary 

years. In a world that demands independent and cooperative 

problem solving to address complex social, economic, ethical, 

and personal concerns, the social studies are as basic for survival 

as reading, writing, and computing. Knowledge, skills, and 

attitudes necessary for informed and thoughtful participation in 

society require a systematically developed program focused on 

concepts from history and the social sciences. 



So, how do I teach  

Social Studies during two  

30-minute time periods  

each week? 



   Population: 1,774  (2014) 
  94% Caucasian, 3% African-American,  

    .4% Hispanic 
 

   Poor, rural,  
  farming community 
 

   Lack technology in school 
 

   65 % of students reading  
   below grade level 
   -struggling to think deeply  
     
 

 

 



How do I teach Social Studies? 

Be selective 

Create connections beyond  

the Social Studies class 



One of the most sincere forms of respect is  

actually listening to what another has to say. 

  - Bryant McGill, Poet & Writer 

    Voice of Reason (2012) 

    

 Respectful talk 
   

  

 Rules for collaboration 

   

Community Building 



Create a Culture of Thinking 

Use specific strategies/protocols 
to promote more group work and 
collaboration 
  

Use of a timer  
   

Create an essential question and 
revisit the question 
 QFT- Question Focus Technique 



Primary Sources 

Encourages my students to: 
 

   Respect others’ ideas 

   Collaborate 

   Grapple with a question or thought 

   Ask their own questions 

   Make meaning 

   Think historically 

 Connect the past to the present 

 Source, contextualize and corroborate 

   Write 

   Think deeply 

https://sheg.stanford.edu/historical-thinking-chart


Should we celebrate Christopher Columbus [Day]? 

 
   

Journal entries and a painting 

 

  
   

 Historical Thinking Charts (sourcing)  

Jigsaw  

Stop and Write 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

Reflective writing- Quick Write Response 
Answering the essential question above & discussion 

Question  

    

Primary sources 

 

   

Strategy(s) and 

Tools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

Assessment 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b49587/


Why do we learn about the  

Corps of Discovery? 

 
   

Excerpts of letters, journals, paintings, and drawings 

from “Fill Up the Canvas” presentation 

(sourcing and corroboration) 

  

 

 

 

 
   

   

Quick Write- Support your Thinking with Facts & Quotes 

Student journal to record their thinking 
“ I enjoyed learning this way because you can figure out more thing[sic] 

if you don’t know them that well.” 
 

Summary (Write your new understandings using 

evidence from all three types of sources-books, movie 

and primary sources) & discussion 

Question  

    

 

Primary sources 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Strategy(s) and 

Tools 

 

 

Assessment 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/lewisandclark/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/lewisandclark/


How do (voting rights) challenge our democracy? 

 
  

 

Poem by Sojourner Truth, 6 primary sources 

surrounding voting rights and the 19th Amendment 

 

 

 
    

 

 

Gallery Walk  

Analysis Tool- I see, I think, I wonder  

Focus Question: What do these sources tell us about 

the voting rights in America, in its time. 

   
Quick Write & discussion 

Question  

    
   

   

Primary sources 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Strategy(s) and 

Tools 

 

 
   

 

Assessment 



“ I used to like Social Studies and now I don’t.   
Social Studies is so boring now because all we do  

is watch PowerPoint presentations, take notes  
and do vocabulary words.” 

 
“History is so easy this year.  I want to come back to 5th 

grade where it was more challenging.” 
   

(*He was not an A student in my class.) 

 
 

Student Voices 



Primary Sources at LOC.gov 
 

Teachers Page  
Primary Source Sets 

Teaching with the  

    Library of Congress Blog 

  

Historic Newspapers  
Chronicling America 

 

America’s Library  
Read stories by era, place, or person 

 
Main Search Box 
Refine using their search options 

 

Teaching with Primary Sources & TPS Teachers Network 
SUPPORT from tpsteachersnetwork.org 

 

http://www.loc.gov/


 
Share your thinking… 

ideas, connections or a question. 
 



 
 

Thank you! 
 

 
 
 



*Organized by slide 

 

Slide- Less Time & Not Tested (Introduction slide) 

 (n.d.) Saddle the Horses. Retrieved from http://britton.disted.camosun.bc.ca/jbhorses.htm   

 

Slide- The Traditional Way 

Grahl, Chris. (2013).  The Plymouth Rock, MA. Have Fun with History [Video file].  Retrieved from 

http://www.havefunwithhistory.com/movies/plymouthRock.html   

 

Slides- Teaching of History is Changing 

  

Bennett, Linda and Hinde, Elizabeth R. Case Studies in Elementary Social Studies.  Atlanta.  National Council for the Social Studies, 

2015. Print. 

 

National Council for the Social Studies. (1988). Social Studies for Early Childhood and Elementary School Children: Preparing for the 

21st Century. Retrieved from http://www.socialstudies.org/positions/elementary   

 

Phillips, Camille. (2015, October 28). As Gateway Arch Turns 50, Its Message Gets Reframed.  Retrieved from 

http://www.npr.org/2015/10/28/452299164/as-gateway-arch-turns-50-its-message-gets-reframed  

 

Slide- Where I Teach 

United States Census Bureau. (2014) Population Estimates Data [Data file].  Retrieved from  

 http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=bkmk  

 

Slide- How do I Teach Social Studies?  

Williams, Sabra. (2012, June 5).  ABC’s of the American Revolution [Web log comment].  [Teaching with a Touch of Twang].  

Retrieved from http://teachingwithatouchoftwang.blogspot.com/search/label/American%20Revolution  

 Handout retrieved from  https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxAFi6iqfP0qcGlkeHVwWEtKZm8/view?pli=1  

 

Slide- Community Building 

Best, Cheryl.  (2012) Primary Sources Can Tell A Story [PDF lesson]. 
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Chism, Sherwanda. (2015) Respectful Talk- Collaborating to Plan & Teach Gifted ELA Series [Video file]. [Teaching Channel].  

Retrieved from https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/speaking-respectfully-nea   

 

Fisher, Douglas, Frey, Nancy, & Rothenberg, Carol. (2008) Chapter 5 Procedures for Classroom Talk. In Content-Area Conversations 

(Chapter 5).   Retrieved from  

 http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/108035/chapters/Procedures-for-Classroom-Talk.aspx      

 

Example anchor chart created by Cheryl Best 

 

(n.d). Let’s Talk About Respect. [MPM Ideas]. Retrieved from http://www.mpmschoolsupplies.com/ideas/3274/lets-talk-about-

respect/   

 

Example anchor charts created by Cheryl Best 

 

Slide- Create a Culture of Thinking 

Himmele, Persida & Himmele, William. Total Participation Techniques: Making Every Student an Active Learner 1st Edition. 

Alexandria.  Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, 2011. Print. 

 

Paterson, Cameron. 2013, OCTOBER 20. Helping Students Become Better Thinkers [Web log comment]. [Inquire Within Blog]. 

Retrieved from https://inquiryblog.wordpress.com/2013/10/20/helping-students-become-better-thinkers/  

 

Rothstein, Dan & Santana, Luz.  Make Just One Change: Teach Students to Ask Their Own Questions. Cambridge. Harvard 

Education Press, 2011. Print. 

 

Slide- Primary Sources  

(n.d.) Using Primary Sources. [Teachers Page from the Library of Congress]. Retrieved from 

 http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/index.html  
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by-era/resources/essential-questions-teaching-american-history    
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