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The way we view
the teaching of
history is
changing.

“When the museum
reopens in 2017,
it may be known

simply as the Arch

Museum instead of

the Museum of
Westward
Expansion.”

Phillips, Camille. “As Gateway Arch
Turns 50, Its Message Gets Reframed.”
NPR. October 28, 2015.
http://www.npr.org/2015/10/28/4522
99164/as-gateway-arch-turns-50-its-
message-gets-reframed
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National Council for

the Social Studies

One of the most important conclusions one can draw from the
available research on early learning in social studies is the
critical importance of the elementary years in laying the
foundation for later and increasingly mature understanding. There is
reason to believe that teachers who miss these crucial opportunities
to build interest, to introduce concepts from history and the social
sciences, and to develop social perspectives and civic
understanding may make it more difficult for citizens of the 21st
century to cope with their future.

If the young people of this nation are to become effective
participants in a democratic society, then social studies must be an
essential part of the curriculum in the early childhood/elementary
years. In a world that demands independent and cooperative
problem solving to address complex social, economic, ethical,
and personal concerns, the social studies are as basic for survival
as reading, writing, and computing. Knowledge, skills, and
attitudes necessary for informed and thoughtful participation in
society require a systematically developed program focused on
concepts from history and the social sciences.



So, how do I teach
Social Studies during two
30-minute time periods
each week?



X Population: 1,774

ks
Naperville

94% Caucasian, 3% African-American,
4% Hispanic T 1

Springf ield

X Poor, rural,
farming community

Mark Twain
National Forest

X Lack technology in school

X 65 % of students reading
below grade level
-struggling to think deeply



How do I teach Social Studies?

Be selective

Create connections beyond

the Social Studies class



Community Building
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One of the most sincere forms of respect is
actually listening to what another has fo say.

- Bryant McGilll, Poet & Writer

Voice of Reason (2012)
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Create a Culture of Thinking

Use specific strategies/protocols
to promote more group work and
collaboration

Use of a timer

Create an essential guestion and
revisit the question
+» QFT- Question Focus Technigque




Primary Sources

Encourages my students to:
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» Respect others’ ideas

» Collaborate

> Grapple with a question or thought
»  Ask their own questions

» Make meaning

» Think historically

Connect the past to the present

o,

4

)

L)

4

)

L)

4

)

o,

4

)

o,

4

)

o,

) o /um.,;h,, ,,,,,;.: S 4
Source, contextualize and corroborate “/ BT
s Write T
X . 1 hink the oudince is....
% Think deeply L ek

Foced on The surce. T predet Hhis
authr wll...

T do o donet et ths soure



https://sheg.stanford.edu/historical-thinking-chart

Question

Primary sources

Strategy(s) and
Tools

Assessment

Should we celebrate Christopher Columbus [Day]?

Journal entries and a painting
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Reflective writing- Quick Write Response
Answering the essential question above & discussion


http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b49587/

Question

Primary sources

Strategy(s) and
Tools

Assessment

Why do we learn about the
Corps of Discovery?

Excerpts of lefters, journals, paintings, and drawings
from * " presentation
(sourcing and corroboration)
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Quick Write- Support your Thinking with Facts & Quotes
Student journal to record their thinking

“| enjoyed learning this way because you can figure out more thing[sic]
if you don’t know them that well.”

Summary (Write your new understandings using
evidence from all three types of sources-books, movie
and primary sources) & discussion


http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/lewisandclark/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/lewisandclark/

Question

Primary sources

Strategy(s) and
Tools

Assessment

How do (voting rights) challenge our democracy?¢

Poem by Sojourner Truth, é primary sources
surrounding voting rights and the 19th Amendment

Gallery Walk
Analysis Tool- | see, | think, | wonder

Focus Question: What do these sources tell us about
the voting rights in America, in its fime.

Quick Write & discussion



Student Voices

“ I used to like Social Studies and now I don't.
Social Studies is so boring now because all we do
is watch PowerPoint presentations, take notes
and do vocabulary words.”

“History is so easy this year. I want to come back to 5
grade where it was more challenging.”

(*He was not an A student in my class.)



Primary Sources at LOC.gov

TetherS que E LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Primary Source Sets o (<]
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Library of Congress Blog

Historic Newspapers
Chronicling America

America'’s Library
Read stories by erq, place, or person

Main Search Box
Refine using their search options

Teaching with Primary Sources & TPS Teachers Network
SUPPORT from tpsteachersnetwork.org


http://www.loc.gov/

Share your thinking...
ideas, connections or a question.

Community
Building

Culture
of
Thinking

Reflective
Writing

Questioning



Thank you!
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