AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE I
ONLINE COURSE SYLLABUS

Instructor:

Tammy Kowalski
Class Dates

December 20, 2021 – January 9, 2022


Phone:
618-509-3379
Office Hours:
By appointment via Zoom
E-mail:


TKFingertalk@gmail.com or tkowals@siue.edu


COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This is an introductory course to American Sign Language (ASL). In this course students will develop basic receptive and expressive skills including fingerspelling, vocabulary, grammar, syntax and classifiers.  In addition; students will be introduced to aspects of American Deaf Culture.    

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

· Provide students with beginning ASL communication skills (receptive and expressive), including vocabulary and basic grammatical aspects such as use of space, non-manual markers, and classifiers.
· Incorporate finger spelled signs when appropriate for the conversational setting.

· Demonstrate knowledge of Deaf Culture, including attention getting strategies, politically correct terminology, and behavioral norms.
PREREQUISITES:

· None
REQUIRED MATERIALS & TEXTBOOK:


· Signing Naturally Student Units 1-6, Workbook and Videotext, Cheri Smith, Ella Mae Lentz, Ken Mikos.
· Handouts from instructor
· YouTube videos as assigned in class
COMMUNICATION:
· Communication is an expectation of all students. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have an issue with an assignment or if you are having trouble understanding something from your workbook. I will be more than happy to assist you so that you can be successful in this class.
· The best way to contact me is through email. I have listed two email accounts. I will make sure that I check both accounts daily.  
EXPECTATIONS FOR ONLINE COURSEWORK:

· Taking an online class has many benefits, but it also has special requirements. It is vital that you complete all of the homework pages in your workbook, including the ones that are not graded. ASL is not something you can just read about and learn. You have to actually pick up your hands and practice. In addition, you will need to practice watching the signers on your DVD until you understand what they are saying. The benefit of having the DVD is that you can watch something over and over again if needed. 
· I will provide a Zoom meeting each week to allow for homework questions, clarification of concepts and for additional practice. I will offer a Zoom meeting in the morning, and a Zoom meeting in the evening to hopefully accommodate everyone’s schedules. The meetings are not mandatory, but they will be beneficial if you can participate.
· Students are expected to adhere to all assignment deadlines. All due dates are firm unless you have been given special permission by the instructor ahead of time.
GRADING:

	Discussion Boards (5)
	= 100
	
	

	4 Receptive Quizzes
	= 240
	
	

	4 Expressive Quizzes
	= 240
	
	

	Workbook Exercises
	= 209
	
	

	Final Receptive
	= 100
	890 – 989 = A
	(90% & above)

	Final Expressive
	= 100
	889 – 791 = B
	(80% - 89%)

	
	
	790 – 692 = C
	(70% - 79%)

	Total Possible Points
	= 989
	                   691 – 593 = D
	(69% - 60%)

	
	
	                   592 –  0 =   F
	(59% and Below)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


*ASSIGNMENTS:

· All assignments need to be completed and returned by time requested. Late assignments will receive 10% off per day late.
Receptive Quizzes-
Students will be required to demonstrate receptive competence for relatively short sentences, narratives or stories in ASL that are told by the instructor.
Expressive Quizzes-

Students will be required to demonstrate the ability to express self-generated sentences, short stories or narratives in ASL. The content of each Expressive Quiz will correlate with the vocabulary and grammar rules previously learned.
 Grammar 

Students will be given written quizzes on the grammatical features of ASL. Material on quizzes will include grammatical features discussed in class lectures and from previous lessons we have covered in the book. These will be included with the Receptive Quizzes.
*Assignments and grading criteria are subject to change due to schedule changes, class progress, and life.

COURSE SCHEDULE
	WEEK ONE
December 20, 2021

Introductions; Non-verbal Activity; PowerPoint “History of ASL”; Deaf Awareness Quiz; Signing Naturally Unit 1- Student WB and DVD; Homework pages to be handed in: 7,13, 22,24, 27, 32; PowerPoint Unit 1; Video “The History of ASL and Deaf Culture;” 

Signing Naturally WB Unit 2 and DVD; Homework pages to be handed in: 53, 59, 62, 63, 69, 73, 74, 76, 78, 79, 80, 82; PowerPoint Unit 2; Video “My Deaf Family” Expressive/Receptive Quizzes Ch. 1 and 2.

	WEEK TWO
December 26

Unit 3 Signing Naturally WB & DVD; HW pages to be turned in: 117, 120, 121, 125, 129, 133, 134, 135, 137, 144; PowerPoint Unit 3; Receptive and Expressive 

Signing Naturally Unit 4 WB & DVD; HW pages: 179, 180, 185, 191, 192, 198, 200, 201, 202, 207, 208, 209; LASL Unit 3; Video “DPN Protest;” Expressive & Receptive Quizzes Ch 3 & 4



	WEEK THREE
January 2, 2022

Signing Naturally Unit 5, up to Lesson 5;5; Homework pages: 236, 237, 238, 239, 240; 243, 244, 247, 248, 250; PowerPoint Unit 5A
Signing Naturally Unit 5, Lessons 5:6 – UR; Homework pages: 253, 254, 255, 257, 260, 269, 270, 271; Power Point Unit 5B; Ted Talks “Glenna Cooper;” Receptive/Expressive Quiz #4 and Final



