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Syllabus for IS336-WS1
Global Problems and Human Survival – Online
Department of Anthropology
Winter 2025
Dec 16, 2025-Jan 5,2026
About the Instructor
Name: Dr. Chad Huddleston
Email: chhuddl@siue.edu (please identify which class you are in by time or section)
Office Hours: email for appt on Teams
Course Description: This course is designed to assist students in understanding a number of today’s global problems, anticipating what may happen in the future with regard to these problems, and evaluating proposals for solving and/or addressing these problems. An interdisciplinary course on complex and controversial issues inevitably involves multiple and alternative viewpoints. It is not assumed that the student will concur with any of the viewpoints presented. Rather it is intended that the student will critically analyze the information and commentary presented in the course in order to develop sound arguments in support of his/her own position.
Course Objectives:
By the end of this course, students should be able to:
· Define and recognize key concepts in identifying global issues
· Understand historical influences on key global issues in both theory and practical situations
· Understand examples of global issues in several detailed contexts
· Become familiar with the literature/research surrounding various global issues through discussion and research.
Communicating with the Instructor
If you send a message, I will respond as soon as possible. Please note I will ALWAYS respond. If you do not receive a response within 24 hours (usually much sooner), then you can assume that I did not receive your email. This is especially important if you are emailing about time sensitive subjects. Email issues are not an excuse for late assignments. If necessary, send me a test email before any due dates to make sure I will receive it. THE EXCEPTION: I do not check email at home after 5pm. If you email me over the weekend (Friday after 2pm through Sunday night), please know that I will likely not get your message until Monday morning. Please take this into consideration when emailing.
Final Note 
I am here to help YOU learn about anthropology. We will be covering many diverse topics having to do with anthropology this semester. Some you may find more difficult than others. PLEASE do not let a bit of confusion or a particular topic get you frustrated or upset. Come and talk with me and if I can’t help, I’ll find someone who can.
About the Course
Prerequisite Knowledge and Credit Hours
There are no prerequisites for this course. This is a 3-credit hour course. 

Course requirements
Course Materials: Available via Blackboard (http://bb.siue.edu)

Course Mechanics: Your final grade is based on total points, comprised of the following:

	Assignment:
	Points

	Quizzes - 4
	25 each

	Discussion board - 4
	25 each

	Homework - 2
Final project proposal
	50 each
5

	Final project
	95

	Total:
	400



Letter grades will be assigned based on the following distribution:
A (90% and above); B (80- 89.9%); C (70-79.9%); D (60-69.9%); F (59.9% and below)

About Grading: Please make note of the following information.
· Your final grade will be calculated as described above.
· To better estimate your grade, a grade calculator will be posted to Blackboard (under “About
this course”).
· All assignments are submitted via Blackboard.
· Assignments are due by 11:55 pm on the scheduled due date.
· See “Course Components” and “Schedule” below for due dates.
· Late assignments will incur a 10-point per day penalty. An assignment is late immediately after the due date (i.e., assignments are due by 11:55 pm, so an assignment is late by 11:56 pm).

Course Components:

Final project - Each student will create an academic poster in PowerPoint or similar program detailing a global problem. Your final project grade is comprised primarily of the poster and list of sources (95 points). In addition, a paragraph description of the project will also be required and is due early in the course (5 points). This will jumpstart your research on the project and allow for feedback from the instructors. Further details can be found on Blackboard under the “Final Project” folder.

Homework - Two homework assignments will be completed during the semester. Due dates are noted on the schedule below as HW1 and HW2.

Quizzes - Quizzes are used to monitor your understanding of course material. There will be four quizzes throughout the semester. You have one attempt to start and complete a quiz; do not start a quiz unless you have enough time to complete it. Quizzes are approximately 30-40 questions in length and you will have one hour in which to complete the quiz. Quiz dates are noted on the schedule below; they must be completed by 11:55 pm on Friday during their scheduled week. No late quizzes will be allowed.

Discussion Boards - For this class, we will be using discussion boards on Blackboard to facilitate understanding and analysis of the materials presented. There are approximately four discussion boards throughout the semester. Discussion dates are listed on the schedule below.

You have one week to complete all of your posts. Note that you will often be asked to respond to an instructor-generated question early in the week (e.g., by Tuesday at 11:55 pm), and then respond to your classmates’ responses by Friday at 11:55 pm. We recommend that you go over the week’s assignments early in the week (e.g., look at the week’s folder on the preceding Saturday or Sunday to know what is due and when it is due.

We suggest you write and save your discussion post in Word, Pages, Notes or other such program/app and then copy and paste it to the discussion board. This will allow you to keep a record of your posts and to avoid losing a long post as you type and then hit a wrong button.

‘Meaningful’ posts
1. Analysis on one point of the articles/documentary/website (this can come from the prompts or
not; it’s up to you)
· We expect that your initial posts (i.e., those that respond to our prompts) will note specific evidence from that week’s readings, lectures, and/or videos in order to receive full credit.
2. A question that leads to more discussion (i.e. multiple responses between you and others based on that question)
3. Responses (that are thoughtful and well-developed) to other students’ points or questions

Unacceptable posts
1. Single word answers/responses (unless it is part of a longer conversation or is for clarity after you have already made a ‘meaningful’ point) – generally “I agree” or “Me, too” is unacceptable.
2. Any kind of disrespectful speech: use your common sense and don’t curse (if you are unsure about what you are about to say, then you shouldn’t say it). If you want, you can email the instructors, who can make a determination.

We will be taking part in the discussions as well. At times, for example, we will answer questions, pose questions, act as ‘devil’s advocate’, and/or question people’s reasoning or rationale in their post. You may respond to one of our posts (which would count toward the minimum number of posts you must make in a given discussion). If you are unsure about what to post, you can always go back to the prompts. You will not see your classmate’s posts until you create a post first.
General Netiquette:
The following are general rules for this online class.
1. If at any point you are unsure about posting something or how to behave, ask first.
2. Be friendly – avoid using sarcasm. This helps to avoid misunderstandings (people may not be able to tell your comment is meant to be sarcastic). Also, do not respond if your emotions are running high. Calm down and then respond.
3. Stay on topic – avoid too many asides. If you want to start another conversation, do so on another thread or privately.
4. Use subject lines – as the conversation evolves update the subject line.
5. Avoid all caps – this is like yelling.
6. Use correct spelling and grammar – even if it is conversational.
7. Avoid long paragraphs – 5-7 lines are long enough. If your comment is longer, break it into separate paragraphs.
8. Do not use too many abbreviations.
9. Try to avoid emoticons.
10. Do not post any picture or comment from the class on any other site without express permission from the instructor and the other person involved.


Technology requirements and capabilities
Technical requirements for students can be found in this ITS KnowledgeBase article. Additional resources for learning with technology can be found on the Online at SIUE site.
Course and University Policies
Feedback and Grading Timeline
Discussion board grades with rubric feedback will be posted within 48 hours of the discussion due date. Other assignments may take longer to grade. You can find your grade by clicking the My Grades link on the left menu of the Blackboard course. If there is a rubric attached to the assignment, you can click your score to see my personal feedback on the rubric.
Late or Missed Assignments
· Assignments are due by the time states on the scheduled due date. See “Schedule” below for due dates.
· Late assignments will incur a 10-point per day penalty. An assignment is late immediately after the due date (i.e., assignments are due by 11:55 pm, so an assignment is late by 11:56 pm).

Participation 
It is vitally important that our classroom environment promote the respectful exchange of ideas, including being sensitive to the views and beliefs expressed during online discussions. Your success in this course will depend on your communication, consistent engagement and active participation in all course activities. Success in this course requires that adhere to the deadlines given below as you complete assignments, discussions, and other course activities. Timely participation in online discussions is very important and is not optional. You are expected to post and reply to discussions in a timely manner consistent with the requirements contained within the course syllabus and discussion rubric.

Regular and Substantive Interaction
Regular and substantive interaction (RSI) is required as part of new U.S. Department of Education regulations for distance (online) education and it supports student learning in all learning environments (online, face-to-face, hybrid, hyflex, etc.). SIUE faculty participate in RSI by initiating frequent and timely opportunities to engage with students. Because there are several ways to implement RSI, such as facilitating online discussions, scheduling a Zoom conference with a student, or holding regularly scheduled review sessions before tests, RSI may look different in every class. To learn more about RSI, use the Online Tips links for Faculty and Students in your Blackboard course websites or visit the Faculty Resources for Regular and Substantive Interaction webpage.

Academic integrity/plagiarism 
Students are reminded that the expectations and academic standards outlined in the Student Academic Code (3C2) apply to all courses, field experiences and educational experiences at the University, regardless of modality or location. 
Plagiarism is the use of another person’s words or ideas without crediting that person. Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated and may lead to failure on an assignment, in the class, or dismissal from the University, per the SIUE academic dishonesty policy. Students are responsible for complying with University policies about academic honesty as stated in the University’s Student Academic Conduct Code.

University guidance on artificial intelligence (AI)
Unless expressly allowed by the instructor, the use of artificial intelligence (AI) tools and applications (including ChatGPT, DALL-E, and others) to produce content for course assignments and assessments is a violation of SIUE’s academic policy and is prohibited. 

Turnitin
This course will utilize the Turnitin plagiarism detection software. A Turnitin link will be available anywhere written work is to be submitted in the course. Find out more about using Turnitin. Visit the Turnitin Services Privacy Policy for additional information on their privacy policy.

Services for Students Needing Accommodations
Students needing accommodations because of medical diagnosis or major life impairment will need to register with Accessible Campus Community & Equitable Student Support (ACCESS) and complete an intake process before accommodations will be given. Students who believe they have a diagnosis, but do not have documentation, should contact ACCESS for assistance and/or appropriate referral. The ACCESS office is located in the Student Success Center, Room 1203. You can also reach the office by emailing us at myaccess@siue.edu or by calling 618-650-3726.
If you feel you would need additional help in the event of an emergency situation, please notify your instructor to be shown the evacuation route and discuss specific needs for assistance.

If you feel you would need additional help in the event of an emergency situation, please notify your instructor to be shown the evacuation route and discuss specific needs for assistance.
Diversity and Inclusion
SIUE is committed to respecting everyone’s dignity at all times. In order to learn, exchange ideas, and support one another, our virtual and physical classrooms must be places where students and teachers feel safe and supported.  Systems of oppression permeate our institutions and our classrooms. All students and faculty have the responsibility to co-create a classroom that affirms inclusion, equity, and social justice, where racism, sexism, classism, ableism, heterosexism, xenophobia, and other social pathologies are not tolerated. Violations of this policy will be enforced in line with the SIUE Student Conduct Code. 

The Hub https://www.siue.edu/csdi is an excellent resource for students for support and community.  Any person who believes they have experienced or witnessed discrimination or harassment can contact Ms. Jamie Ball, Director in the Office of Equal Opportunity, Access and Title IX Coordination at (618) 650-2333 or jball@siue.edu.  There is also an online form for reporting bias incidents at https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?SIUEdwardsville&layout_id=10.
Cougar Care
Dealing with the fast-paced life of a college student can be challenging, and I always support a student's decisions to prioritize mental health. Students have access to counseling services on campus (Student Success Center, 0222). Make an appointment by visiting cougarcare.siue.edu or by calling 618-650-2842.
Additional Support
As an enrolled SIUE student, you have a variety of support available to you, including:
· Lovejoy Library Resources
· Academic Success Sessions
· Tutoring Resource Center
· The Writing Center
· Academic Advising
· Financial Aid
· Campus Events
· Counseling Services
If you find that you need additional support, please reach out to me and let me know. 
University Policies and Information
University policies and guidance that address teaching, learning, and student support services are available at: https://kb.siue.edu/132378 Students are encouraged to visit this resource site for current information on:  
· Regular and Substantive Interaction
· Recordings of Class Content
· Pregnancy and Newly Parenting Policy
· Services for Students Needing Accommodations (ACCESS)
· Academic and Other Student Services (Library, Academic Success, Tutoring, etc.)
· Cougar Care
· Student Success Coaches
Course Schedule: 
Subject to Change Notice 
All material, assignments, and deadlines are subject to change with prior notice.  It is your responsibility to stay in touch with your instructor, review the course site regularly, or communicate with other students, to adjust as needed if assignments or due dates change.

	Date
	Topic
	Assignments

	Dec 15 – 16
	Introduction (Anthro. & Global Disease basic concepts)
	Discussion 1 – one post due 12/17 by 11:55

	 Dec 17 – 19
	Global Issues and Infectious Diseases
	a. Quiz 1
b. Project proposals
Both due 12/19 by 11:55

	Dec 20 – 22
	Climate Change and Global Health
	Quiz 2 – due 12/22 by 11:55 pm

	Dec 23 – 25
	Global Health Issues of Children
	HW1 – due 12/25 by 11.55 pm

	
	and Lifestyle
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	  Dec 26 – 28
	Indigenous Views of Health
	Discussion 3
due by 12/28, 11:55 pm

	  Dec 29 – Dec 31
	Plural Medical Systems
	  Quiz 3 -  due 12/31 by 11:55 pmx

	Jan 1 – 2 
	  Health Inequality
	a. Discussion 4

	
	
	b. Quiz 4

	
	
	due by 1/2,11.55 pm

	
	
	

	Jan 3 – 4

	Final Projects
	Projects due 12/11 by 11.59pm
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