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Introduction to Criminal Justice
Online
Department of Criminal Justice Studies
Criminal Justice - About | SIUE
Winter Session 2026
December 15, 2025-January 4, 2026

About the Instructor
Name: Rachel Cousert
Phone: 618-650-3713 (does not accept texts, email is preferred)
Email: rcouser@siue.edu
Office Hours: Thursdays 9am-10am via Teams, please email me prior to receive the link
Welcome 
Welcome to Introduction to Criminal Justice! This is one of my favorite classes to teach as I believe introducing you to the system lays the groundwork for future classes and gives students the opportunity to learn about all the potential career paths in criminal justice. What I like about the textbook is it provides detailed information about each component of the criminal justice system, and it discusses current practices in law enforcement, the courts, and corrections.
Bio
I received my Master of Science in Criminal Justice from the University of Cincinnati in 2006. My experience includes working as an adult and juvenile probation officer in Sangamon County, Springfield, from 2007 until 2017. My particular interests in the field of criminal justice include evidence-based practices in community corrections and high-risk juvenile delinquents. Courses I have taught include Introduction to Criminal Justice, Introduction to Law Enforcement, Introduction to Corrections, Criminal Law, Juvenile Justice, and Community Corrections. I also help coordinate the annual Criminal Justice Career Fair in the spring semester, and I am the co-faculty advisor for the student-led Criminal Justice Club.
Teaching Philosophy
I believe in a welcoming, inclusive teaching environment that imparts current and relevant information in the criminal justice system. I encourage student participation and a respectful discussion of topics. I firmly believe that having good communication skills and utilizing critical thinking is essential for success in college and in the future. In my classes, I favor a combination of lecture, discussion, student notetaking, the occasional video or guest speaker, and exams that assess your knowledge of the material.
Communicating with the instructor
The best way to communicate with me is by email or during office hours. I will attempt to respond to all emails/questions within 48 hours. On Blackboard there is also a Question/Answer Discussion Forum that anyone may post and reply to.
About the Course
Course description
Introduction to the system of Criminal Justice including police, courts, and corrections.
Prerequisite knowledge and credit hours
No prerequisite. 3 credit hours
Course goals and objectives
1. Interact with fellow students and be exposed to diverse opinions and ideas.
2. Analyze the different sources of crime statistics.
3. Explain the hiring process, tasks, constitutional limitations, and current issues in law enforcement.
4. Examine the court process including the selection of, roles, and practices of attorneys and judges.
5. Describe the types of correctional options, tasks, and current issues in jail, prisons, probation, and parole.
Criminal Justice Program Goals
1. The ability to communicate effectively, both orally and in writing.
2. The ability to effectively review the relevant literature and integrate theoretical ideas.
3. The ability to have an understanding of the issues of diversity in the criminal justice system.
4. The ability to engage in problem solving and apply critical thinking to complex issues.
Course textbook

Peak, K. and Herold, T. “Introduction to Criminal Justice:  Practice and Process.” 5th Ed. Sage Publications, Inc. 2024.

Undergraduate students can rent textbooks from SIUE. Please visit the Textbook Service website for more information. For off-campus classes, the textbook may be shipped to you. Look for the option “Off-Campus Classes have special instructions, click here for these.”  Note: shipping time may take up to two weeks.
Other course materials
Additional readings and other course materials will be provided on Blackboard.
Technology Privacy Information
We will be using Blackboard in this course. View the Anthology Blackboard Privacy Statement to review how your data is being used and stored.
Course Requirements and Policies
Course activities/assessments
Quizzes: Each chapter will have a quiz that must be taken. Chapter quizzes will be worth 300 points of your final grade. All chapter quizzes for the week must be completed by Sunday at 11:59 p.m. CST. Quizzes will be a combination of multiple choice, true/false, and short answer. Quiz questions may come from the book, power points, additional blackboard readings, and/or videos used on the discussion board. There is NO final exam.

Discussion Board: Each student is expected to post a new thread on the discussion board for each discussion listed that week. Each student is also expected to respond twice to someone else’s thread for each discussion. All initial threads need to be posted by Thursday at 11:59 p.m. CST and all responses posted by Sunday at 11:59 p.m. CST of each week. The thread and responses must contribute to the discussion board and prompt thought by other students. I will be reviewing and grading all posts. Discussion posts are worth 60 points of your final grade. Please review the discussion board grading rubric under My Grades on Blackboard to make sure you earn full credit. 

Extra Credit: A research paper worth up to 15 points is due no later than 1-4-26. To earn full credit, it must be 7-10 pages, 12-point font, double spaced, 1" margins. It must be an academic, research-based paper with at least three sources. Your textbook can be one source. Academic journals such as Criminology or Crime and Justice are great. Government websites are good. If it's not a credible website, don't use it. Wikipedia is not okay. Check out the online resources at SIUE Library. The sources must be cited within the paper. Meaning, don't plagiarize. If you get information from a source, either put it in quotations or following the sentence/paragraph of info, put in parentheses where you got the info. For example..."Police can collect DNA from people arrested but not yet convicted," (Peak p. 189) or for example.... Police can take DNA as part of the booking process in jail even before someone has been convicted of a crime (Peak p. 189). Your paper will likely have at least twenty or more citations. A good research paper is 80-90% cited. Either MLA or APA format is fine. You must also have a works cited page at the end (not included in page total requirement), also known as a bibliography or references. Some possible topics for your paper are 1. The Death Penalty 2. Fourth Amendment and Law Enforcement 3. Intermediate Sanctions 4. Violence in Prisons. 5. Police Use of Force. I'm open to other topics, but you must discuss it with me first, it must be relevant to this class. You may submit the paper on Blackboard or email me a copy rcouser@siue.edu
 
Submitting work
All work will be submitted on Blackboard.
Recommended Sequence 
1. Read the assigned Chapter. 
2. Read PowerPoint, any additional readings and article links, and watch any videos.
3. Post thread on Discussion Board for assigned chapter. (Due Thursday at 11:59pm)
4. Take the Chapter Quiz. (Due Sunday at 11:59pm)
5. Respond to Discussion Board at least twice per chapter. (Due Sunday at 11:59pm)

It is required that you read the chapter, PowerPoint slides, additional articles, and watch any videos. There could be quiz questions about any of the information presented including the discussion board videos. PowerPoint gives a good overview and highlights important information, but it does not cover everything. Further, I may add info to PowerPoint from my own education and experience that is not covered in the book.

Online discussions
· Post your original contribution to the discussion board for each chapter by Thursday at 11:59 pm CST. See the rubric for grading. To earn full credit, you will need to cite the book, power point, videos, or other sources in your threads. You may post after the Thursday deadline, but two points will be deducted. Any posts after the Sunday deadline earn zero points. Each original thread is worth 3 points with a maximum of three points earned per chapter.
· Reply to at least two other students for each chapter by Sunday at 11:59 p.m. CST. I encourage you to cite the book or other sources in your responses. You may post after the deadline, but you will not receive credit for it. Each reply thread is worth 1 point with a maximum of two points earned per chapter.
· Check in on the Discussion Board frequently, at least three or four times a week. 
· If someone has replied to any of your posts, you should answer them, just as you would in a face-to-face conversation. Be sure to pay attention to what is happening on the Discussion Board.
· At the same time, you should not feel obligated to re-read everyone’s posts multiple times a week just to be sure you’re not missing something. Once you’ve read your peers’ responses, make note of which threads you are actively participating in – focus on monitoring those conversations. 
· When the deadline for posting has passed for one week, we will move on to the next topic. 
· In general, you should spend about two hours a week participating in class discussions – that includes, writing your original contribution, reading others’ posts, and responding. 
· Remember, the point of using the Discussion Board is to have a real conversation! You should be going back and forth with each other, asking questions for clarity, agreeing/disagreeing (using course resources to support your points), and all of the things we do in a discussion on campus.

Online class behavior
· Reflect before you post an emotional response and reread what you have written to be sure it is professional. Communicate as if your comments are printed in a newspaper. 
· Communicate effectively. 
· Do not use all caps or multiple punctuation marks (!!!, ??, etc.).
· Be sure to define or explain acronyms, jargon, or uncommon terms so everyone can understand and participate in the discussion.
· Sign your name. Take responsibility for your comments in order to build a strong classroom community.
· Foster community. Share your ideas and contribute to ongoing discussions. Make comments that add to, not detract from, a positive learning environment for the course. 
· Be constructive. Challenge ideas and the course content but do so in positive ways. It’s fine to disagree, but when done politely you stimulate and encourage helpful discussion, and you maintain positive relationships with fellow students.
· Keep the conversation on topic. Online dialogue is like conversation. If there is a particular dialogue going on, please add to it, but if you have something new to say, start a new thread. 
· In your replies to other students, you will need to do more than say “great comment” or “I agree.”  Ask questions, provide a different viewpoint, prompt discussion.
Technology requirements
Technical requirements for students can be found in this ITS Knowledge Base article. 
Technology capabilities
Students in an online course should be able to:
· Use a word processor, such as MS Word, to compose assignments and communicate with others in class.
· Attach files to emails or course areas.
· Navigate websites and course materials.
· Reach out to tech support staff when issues arise and troubleshoot to resolve problems.

Additional guidance for taking online courses can be found on the Online at SIUE site. 
Course and University policies
Academic integrity/plagiarism 
Students are reminded that the expectations and academic standards outlined in the Student Academic Code (3C2) apply to all courses, field experiences and educational experiences at the University, regardless of modality or location. 
Plagiarism is the use of another person’s words or ideas without crediting that person. Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated and may lead to failure on an assignment, in the class, or dismissal from the University, per the SIUE academic dishonesty policy. Students are responsible for complying with University policies about academic honesty as stated in the University’s Student Academic Conduct Code.

University guidance on artificial intelligence (AI)
Unless expressly allowed by the instructor, the use of artificial intelligence (AI) tools and applications (including ChatGPT, DALL-E, and others) to produce content for course assignments and assessments is a violation of SIUE’s academic policy and is prohibited. 
Turnitin
This course will utilize the Turnitin plagiarism detection software. A Turnitin link will be available anywhere written work is to be submitted in the course. Find out more about using Turnitin. Visit the Turnitin Services Privacy Policy for additional information on their privacy policy.

Grading
The quizzes are worth 300 points. The discussion boards are worth 60 points. There is a total of 360 points possible in the class.
Grading scale 
324-360 points (90-100%) = A
288-323 points (80-89%) =B
252-287 points (70-79%) =C
216-251 points (60-69%) =D
<216 points (<59%) =F

Grading rubrics
Discussion board and writing assignment rubrics can be found on Blackboard.
Feedback and grading timeline
Discussion board grades will be posted within 72 hours of the discussion due date. Chapter quizzes will be posted within 72 hours of the quiz due date. Writing assignments may take longer to grade, but I will attempt to have them graded within 72 hours of the due date. For suggestions and corrections, please see my personal feedback in the comments. You can find your grade by clicking the My Grades link on the left menu of the Blackboard course. If there is a rubric attached to the assignment, you can click your score to see my personal feedback on the rubric. 
Late or Missed Assignments
Late chapter quizzes, discussion boards, and/or writing assignments will not be accepted unless the student emails me ahead of time with a legitimate reason such as illness, family death, technology issues, etc. Please see the grading rubric for late discussion posts. Initial threads that are past the Thursday due date will have two points deducted. Initial posts and replies past the Sunday due date will not receive credit. 

Participation 
It is vitally important that our classroom environment promotes respectful exchange of ideas, including being sensitive to the views and beliefs expressed during online discussions. Your success in this course will depend on your communication, consistent engagement, and active participation in all course activities. Success in this course requires that you adhere to the deadlines given below as you complete assignments, discussions, and other course activities. Timely participation in online discussions is particularly important and is not optional. You are expected to post and reply to discussions in a timely manner consistent with the requirements contained within the course syllabus and discussion rubric.
University Policies and Information
University policies and guidance that address teaching, learning, and student support services are available at: https://kb.siue.edu/132378 Students are encouraged to visit this resource site for current information on:  
Regular and Substantive Interaction
Recordings of Class Content
Diversity and Inclusion
Pregnancy and Newly Parenting Policy
Services for Students Needing Accommodations (ACCESS)
Academic and Other Student Services (Library, Academic Success, Tutoring, etc.)
Cougar Care
Student Success Coach

Subject to change notice 
All material, assignments, and deadlines are subject to change with prior notice. It is your responsibility to stay in touch with your instructor, review the course site regularly, or communicate with other students, to adjust as needed if class activities, assignments, due dates, or exams change. 

Course Schedule
	Week
	Learning Activities
	Assignments
	Due Dates
(by Sunday, 11:59 pm CST)

	Week 1, Chapter 1
Fundamentals of Criminal Justice
	· Read syllabus and watch course introduction video
· Read Chapter 1
· View Chapter 1 PowerPoint slides
· Watch Chapter 1 lecture video
	· Introduce yourself discussion (initial post due Thursday, responses due Sunday)
· Chapter 1 discussion (initial post due Thursday, responses due Sunday)
· Chapter 1 quiz
	12/21

	Week 1, Chapter 2
Foundations of Law and Crime
	· Read Chapter 2
· View Chapter 2 PowerPoint slides
· Watch Chapter 2 lecture video
· 
	· Chapter 2 discussion (initial post due Thursday, responses due Sunday)
· Chapter 2 quiz
	12/21

	Week 1, Chapter 5
Police Organization
	· Read Chapter 5
· View Chapter 5 PowerPoint slides
· Watch Chapter 5 lecture video

	· Chapter 5 discussion (initial post due Thursday, responses due Sunday)
· Chapter 5 quiz
	12/21

	Week 1, Chapter 6
Police at Work
	· Read Chapter 6
· View Chapter 6 PowerPoint slides
· Watch Chapter 6 lecture video
	· Chapter 6 discussion (initial post due Thursday, responses due Sunday)
· Chapter 6 quiz

	12/21

	Week 2, Chapter 7
Policing Methods and Challenges
	· Read Chapter 7
· View Chapter 7 PowerPoint slides
· Watch Chapter 7 lecture video
· Watch Memphis PD Crisis Intervention Team

	· Chapter 7 discussion (initial post due Thursday, responses due Sunday)
· Chapter 7 quiz
	12/28

	Week 2, Chapter 8
Expounding the Constitution
	· Read Chapter 8
· View Chapter 8 PowerPoint slides
· Watch Chapter 8 lecture video
· Watch Search and Seizure video

	· Chapter 8 discussion (initial post due Thursday, responses due Sunday)
· Chapter 8 quiz
	12/28

	Week 2, Chapter 9
Court Organization
	· Read Chapter 9
· View Chapter 9 PowerPoint slides
· Watch Chapter 9 lecture video

	· Chapter 9 discussion (initial post due Thursday, responses due Sunday)
· Chapter 9 quiz
	12/28

	Week 3, Chapter 10
The Bench and the Bar
	· Read Chapter 10
· View Chapter 10 PowerPoint slides

	· Chapter 10 discussion (initial post due Thursday, responses due Sunday)
· Chapter 10 quiz
	1/4

	Week 3, Chapter 11
Court Methods and Challenges
	· Read Chapter 11
· View Chapter 11 PowerPoint slides
· Watch Chapter 11 lecture video
· Review Federal Sentencing Guidelines website
· Browse Death Penalty Information Center website

	· Chapter 11 discussion (initial post due Thursday, responses due Sunday)
· Chapter 11 quiz
	1/4

	Week 3, Chapter 12
Prisons and Jails
	· Read Chapter 12
· View Chapter 12 PowerPoint slides
· Watch Chapter 12 lecture video
· Watch ADX Supermax Video

	· Chapter 12 discussion (initial post due Thursday, responses due Sunday)
· Chapter 12 quiz
	1/4

	Week 3, Chapter 14
Corrections in the Community
	· Read Chapter 14
· View Chapter 14 PowerPoint slides
· Review Standard Conditions of Probation form
· Read IL: Probation v. Parole

	· Chapter 14 discussion (initial post due Thursday, responses due Sunday)
· Chapter 14 quiz
	1/4
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