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Syllabus for Course CJ 311.001
Perspectives on Terrorism
Online
Department of Criminal Justice Studies
Winter 25/26
December 15- January 4
About the Instructor
Name: Dr. Erin C. Heil
Phone: 618-650-5172
Email: erconle@siue.edu
Team Office Hours: T/R 8:45-9:15 or by appointment 
Welcome
Welcome to CJ 311, Perspectives on Terrorism. I am excited to have you here, and I hope that you walk away from this course with a deeper understanding of the philosophical underpinnings of terrorism, as well as the various forms terrorist groups and activities.
Bio
I received my PhD in Criminal Justice from the University of Illinois-Chicago in 2008 and have been teaching at SIUE since. I have focused my research and teaching on the exploitation of vulnerable populations, and relevant intersections of the law, in the context of labor trafficking, illegal international adoption, trafficking through religion, and sex trafficking of Native people. I have published extensively on the topic of human trafficking, authoring the book Sex Slaves and Serfs, co-authoring Human Trafficking in the Midwest, and co-edited Broadening the Scope of Human Trafficking Research: A Reader. I have also published articles in Critical Criminology, Feminist Criminology, Advances in Sociology Research, and Contemporary Justice Review.
Teaching Philosophy
I believe in student centered teaching with class interaction. I invite open discussion and academic debate. It is my belief that students are able to learn and digest the material through cooperative learning and interaction. As this is an online course, I invite you to email me to discuss the material or clarify information.
Communicating with the instructor
Email is the best way to communicate with the instructor. Emails will be responded between the hours of 9am-5pm the same workday the email was sent. Emails sent after 5:00 pm will be responded to the following day the University is in session.
About the Course
Course description
A survey of international and domestic terrorism, the organizations, philosophies, and responses. Investigates the social, psychological, cultural, historical, political, religious, and economic dynamics of terrorism.
Credit Hours: 3
 Prerequisite knowledge and credit hours
N/A
Course goals and objectives
· 1 Understand the types of terrorism
· 2 Critically evaluate the theoretical underpinnings of terrorism
Course textbooks
• White, J. Terrorism and Homeland Security 10e

Students can rent textbooks from SIUE.  Please visit the Textbook Service website for more information. For online or off-campus classes, the textbook may be shipped to you.  Look for the option “Off-Campus Classes have special instructions, click here for these.”  Note: shipping time may take up to two weeks.
Other course materials
Access to BlackBoard
Technology Privacy Information
We will be using Blackboard in this course. View the Anthology Blackboard Privacy Statement to review how your data is being used and stored.
Course Requirements and Policies
Course activities/assessments
I will be checking Turnitin daily. I will grade and post any comments on assignments/quizzes as they are submitted. Once an assignment/quiz has been submitted and graded, that grade is considered final. In other words, you cannot make up an assignment/quiz once it has been graded.

Quizzes
After you finish a chapter, you must complete a comprehension quiz. Each quiz will be timed for 10 minutes and will be worth 10 points each. The quizzes associated with Week One must be completed by Friday December 19, 20245by 11:59 pm. The quizzes associated with Week Two must be completed Friday December 26, 2025 by 11:59 pm. The quizzes associated with Week Three must be completed by Friday January 2, 2026 by 11:59 pm. Late quizzes will not be accepted

Chapter Assignments
There will be a number of chapter assignments in which you will illustrate your comprehension of the material covered in the chapter. Late assignments will not be accepted.  In each assignment, you will be asked a series of questions, assigned an additional reading to support the chapter, or asked to apply the information in the chapter to real life events. Assignments will be graded on your comprehension and application of the material. The assignments associated with Week One must be completed by Friday December 19, 2025 by 11:59 pm. The assignments associated with Week Two must be completed by Friday December 26, 2025 by 11:59 pm. The assignments associated with Week Three must be completed by Friday January 2, 2026 by 11:59 pm. Each assignment is worth 20 points and should be a minimum of one page in length (approximately 300 words). Late assignments will not be accepted. To keep similarity ratings now, do not write your answers on the actual assignment. Rather, complete the assignments on a separate page without rewriting the questions or instructions. If there are multiple questions, you may answer in a bulleted or numerical format. 

Submitting work
Assignments will be submitted via Turnitin. 
Academic integrity/plagiarism 
Students are reminded that the expectations and academic standards outlined in the Student Academic Code (3C2) apply to all courses, field experiences and educational experiences at the University, regardless of modality or location. 
Plagiarism is the use of another person’s words or ideas without crediting that person. Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated and may lead to failure on an assignment, in the class, or dismissal from the University, per the SIUE academic dishonesty policy. Students are responsible for complying with University policies about academic honesty as stated in the University’s Student Academic Conduct Code.

University guidance on artificial intelligence (AI)
Unless expressly allowed by the instructor, the use of artificial intelligence (AI) tools and applications (including ChatGPT, DALL-E, and others) to produce content for course assignments and assessments is a violation of SIUE’s academic policy and is prohibited. 
Turnitin
This course will utilize the Turnitin plagiarism detection software. A Turnitin link will be available anywhere written work is to be submitted in the course. Find out more about using Turnitin. Visit the Turnitin Services Privacy Policy for additional information on their privacy policy.
• No more than 20% of your online assignments and exams should be quoted material. You can use other material, but it must be summarized or paraphrased and cited appropriately.
• If you have between 20-40% similarity, you will have one point deducted per every point over 20% from your final grade on the assignment or exam.
• Anything over 50% similarity will be considered plagiarism (See Plagiarism Rule).

Grading
Assignments (20 points each)
Quizzes (10 points each)
Grading scale 
90-100: A
80-89.9: B
70-79.9: C
60-69.9: D
59.9 and Below: F
Grading rubric[s]
Assignment feedback may be found under the “Instructor Feedback” or grading rubric functions via Turnitin
Feedback and grading timeline
Take home assignments with feedback will be posted within 48 hours of the due date. You can find your grade by clicking the My Grades link on the left menu of the Blackboard course. If there is a rubric attached to the assignment, you can click your score to see my personal feedback on the rubric.
Late or Missed Assignments/Rewrites
Late work will not be accepted.
Participation 
Success in this course requires that you adhere to the deadlines given below as you complete assignments and other course activities. 
Technology requirements and capabilities
Technical requirements for students can be found in this ITS KnowledgeBase article. Additional resources for learning with technology can be found on the Online at SIUE site.
Technical Support
Contact ITS at 618-650-5500 or at help@siue.edu with any technical concerns. You can also check the functionality of University systems, including Blackboard, at the ITS System Status page, or search the ITS KnowledgeBase for various how-to and troubleshooting guides.
University Policies and Information
University policies and guidance that address teaching, learning, and student support services are available at: https://kb.siue.edu/132378 Students are encouraged to visit this resource site for current information on:  
· Regular and Substantive Interaction
· Recordings of Class Content
· Diversity and Inclusion
· Pregnancy and Newly Parenting Policy
· Services for Students Needing Accommodations (ACCESS)
· Academic and Other Student Services (Library, Academic Success, Tutoring, etc.)
· Cougar Care
· Student Success Coaches
Subject to change notice 
All material, assignments, and deadlines are subject to change with prior notice.  It is your responsibility to stay in touch with your instructor, review the course site regularly, or communicate with other students, to adjust as needed if assignments or due dates change.
Course Schedule:
	Week
	Learning Activities
	Assignments & Due Dates


	Week 1
Chapters 1-4

	· Read the syllabus
· Chapter One: The Shifting Definition of Terrorism
· Chapter Two: Practical Criminology, Radicalization, and Types of Terrorism
· Chapter Three: Terrorist Financing and Money Laundering
· Chapter Four: Terrorism and the Media
	· All activities and quizzes are due by Friday, December 19 no later than 11:59 pm via zoom

	Week 2
Chapters 5-8
	· Chapter Five: Force Multipliers, Gender Roles, and Tactics
· Chapter Six: Long-Term Separatist Terrorism
· Chapter Seven: Nationalistic and Endemic Terrorism
· Chapter Eight: Background to the Middle East
	· All activities and quizzes are due by Friday, December 26 no later than 11:59 pm via zoom

	Week 3
Chapters 9-12
	· Chapter Nine: Terrorism in Israel and Palestine
· Chapter Ten: Revolutionary and Counterrevolutionary Terrorism
· Chapter Eleven: Jihadist Networks
· Chapter Twelve: Domestic Terrorism
	· All activities and quizzes are due by Friday, January 2 no later than 11:59 pm via zoom
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