HIST 112B-WS1: World History: 1500 to Present	

Winter Session 2025

Dr. Kathleen Vongsathorn
Contact: kvongsa@siue.edu
Zoom: https://siue.zoom.us/j/5900810614

Learning Goals for the Course
· To gain knowledge about the world’s geography, and about key themes and changes in modern world history, in particular through an understanding of the effects of disease on societies.
· To develop the critical thinking and analytical skills necessary for the interpretation of primary sources.
· To effectively communicate, in written and oral form, about modern world history.
· To make connections between different regions of the world and different periods in modern world history.
· To apply knowledge about the past to an understanding of the world today, and your role as a citizen of that world.

Online Teaching Philosophy
In teaching online courses, my goal is to create a learning experience that is as similar as possible to the classroom.  This is reflected in the organization of the class, and in the amount of work expected.  We will be fitting five weeks of class and coursework into every week.  Each day of coursework on Blackboard will be equivalent to one week of coursework in a normal semester.  So each one of these days of coursework will contain activities equivalent to up to 2.5 hours of class – usually the exact same activities I do with students in the classroom, including reading firsthand accounts from the past and watching films.  There are also readings for each class, and assessments.  

This is a 100-level class, so it’s not my intention to inundate you with work.  But you will still be receiving three credits towards your degree, and that entails the same amount of effort, whether it’s spread across three weeks or fifteen.  So it will be a lot.  That goes for me as well!

Getting in Touch with Me
The best way to get in touch with me is via e-mail, at kvongsa@siue.edu.  I will endeavor to answer all e-mails within 24 hours.  I am also very happy to meet individually by Zoom, in addition to a required Zoom meeting.  I won’t have specific office hours, because all of our winter schedules are so variable, but I will be regularly available for meetings.  

Required Texts and Readings:
Panorama: A World History, Volume 2, from 1300 is the required textbook for this course.  This textbook is available both in hard copy and as pdfs on Blackboard.  There are also regular films and primary sources that are a part of each day’s course activities, and there are links or pdfs for these sources on Blackboard.

Panorama: A World History 
The textbook is the key to success in this class. You will be reading a lot of it. Almost everything we do is based on it. There are two reasons for this. I believe it is the closest effort so far to present modern world history in a manner that treats humankind as a whole. Second, modern world history is difficult for anyone –especially those of you who are new to college history classes –to digest. We cover more than 500 years and the entire globe in3 weeks (that’s crazy!). It is like space travel and it can be disorienting jumping around and hopping through the centuries. Having a firm structure (in our case the textbook) will, like the hull of a solid ship, help us keep our bearings. 

Hug close to the book. Become familiar with its structure. Look closely at how each chapter is organized. Each revolves around three or four themes with questions to prompt and focus your reading. There is a panoramic map at the beginning of each chapter that reflects its main themes and key areas related to them. Keep this map, the themes and related focus questions, and the key terms listed at the end of each chapter in mind as you study for the quizzes. What are the other sections of each chapter? Look closely at the pictures and try to answer the questions posed in the captions. What is the purpose of the opening vignettes? How about the “Weighing the Evidence” and “Individuals Matter” sections? Look for patterns in the “Change over Time” chronology at the end of each chapter to review how it reflects the major themes and specific individuals and events covered by the chapter.

Technology Requirements
All course materials and the mechanisms for delivery of discussion, quizzes, and test will come through Blackboard and Zoom. You must have a computer (or regular access to one) with an updated operating system and internet browser.  Ideally you will have access to a microphone and webcam, but if not, then you must at least have access to a phone.

At a minimum, you will need the following software/hardware to participate in this class: 
· Computer with an updated operating system (eg. Windows, Mac, Linux)
· Updated internet browsers (Apple Safari, Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox)
· DSL or Cable Internet connection or a connection speed no less than 6 Mbps
· Media players such as Adobe Flash, Quick Time, and/or Windows Media Player

Assignments and Grading:
Textbook Reading	13% (equally weighted)
Participation		26% (equally weighted)
Source Activities		6%
Map Activities		6%
Remaining Activities	13%
Individual Meeting	1%
Daily Quizzes		15% (equally weighted)
3 Short Assignments	21% (equally weighted)
3 Exams		25% (equally weighted)

Textbook Reading: Each of the 15 days of the course, there will be the equivalent of one week of reading.  There are reading comprehension questions following each section of the textbook, designed to track your comprehension of the material covered.  When you open the “Reading” folder for each day, you will find one pdf and one quiz.  After reading the first section of the chapter, you should take the quiz.  You will not be able to see the next section of the chapter reading until you have received 85% on that quiz.  You can retake the quiz as many times as you would like, and the highest grade that you get on the quiz will go towards your reading comprehension grade.  Your reading for the day is not complete until you have completed all four comprehension quizzes.  If you have picked up a hard copy of the textbook from Textbook Services, then you will have access to all of the reading at once – but you still need to take the reading comprehension quizzes to get credit for having completed the reading.  

You should complete these readings before completing the coursework for the day.  If you have done the reading, and have taken the quiz a couple times but keep getting the same grade, then definitely do get in touch with me to talk about where you might be going wrong!  I am not going to tell you the answers, but I am happy to help with any materials you may not have understood from the readings.  Reading is an important part of History and Breadth Humanities classes, so these reading comprehension questions are meant to encourage and reward you for completing the reading, and to make sure that you are understanding the readings.  The reading and comprehension questions must be completed by the due date for that class.  We are covering material so quickly that it’s very important that you don’t get behind with assignments.

Participation will be graded on the basis of your engagement with each day’s activities and contributions to group discussions and activities.  Participation grades will be based on whether you participate, and on the quality of that participation.  Each day’s participation will be graded separately.  So for example, on W1D1, there are 9 measurable participation activities: #1-4, 7-11.  The reading, source activity, map activity, and daily quiz are accounted for by different grades, so they are not incorporated into participation.  In order to get 100% participation for this day, you need to watch ALL of each of the four Yuja clips, answer any questions embedded in the clips, and complete any other activities or discussion board posts.  Once everyone has completed the activities for W1D1, I will make a video showing you the participation grade table that I keep, to make sure that you understand.  I won’t e-mail each day’s participation rubric to you, but if you have questions about your participation grade for any given day, don’t hesitate to ask, and I will e-mail you that day’s rubric.

Part of your participation grade is subdivided into Source Activities, which are questions based on primary sources, usually from the textbook’s “Weighing the Evidence,” box, and Map Activities, which are based on the maps in that day’s readings.

Daily Content Quizzes: To encourage and reward you for completing reading assignments and following in-class discussions, and to help you to synthesize readings and other activities, you will be completing daily quizzes on the material covered during that day.  You will have three opportunities to take each quiz.  Each time, you will see your total score, but not which questions you answered (in)correctly.  This helps most students to learn the material better, even though it’s a bit harder.  There will be 15 of these quizzes in total.

Individual Meeting: After you turn in your first short assignment and exam, I will send out polls for each of you to sign up for individual 20-30 minute meetings with me via Zoom.  I do this in all of my face-to-face classes.  I can give much better feedback that way, which usually leads to higher grades on subsequent assignments.  It’s also a good chance for me to put a face to your names and to check in about how the course is going for you.  It’s also nice to get to know you a little!  If you attend the meeting, you will receive 1% towards your final course grade.  If you don’t attend, then the highest grade you can achieve in the class will be 99%.

Short Assignments: This is a Breadth Humanities course, which requires regular writing.  In addition to short writing exercises associated with source and map activities, three short writing assignments will be due on each Saturday of winter session.

Exams: You will have one exam at the end of each week.  For the most part these exams will not be cumulative, except that the third exam will have an essay question that asks you to bring in examples from the whole course.  Each exam must be completed by the following Sunday night at 11:59 pm.  The exams are open book and untimed.  You must answer in your own words, directly based on the coursework, without using google or AI. 

Nuggets: Each week there will be five nuggets embedded somewhere in your coursework.  These will be individual words.  When you take each exam, there will also be an opportunity to enter in the week’s five nuggets for extra credit, so you should keep track of them as you find them.

Assignment Deadlines
Each day’s assignments will appear no later than the day before, and you will have three days to complete them.  So you can work ahead if you wish to do so over the holidays, but you are not required to do so.  This means that each week:

	Assignment(s)
	Posted by
	Weekly Deadline

	Monday, Day 1 Activities
	Saturday
	Monday 11:59 pm

	Tuesday, Day 2 Activities
	Sunday
	Tuesday 11:59 pm

	Wednesday, Day 3 Activities
	Monday
	Wednesday 11:59 pm

	Thursday, Day 4 Activities
	Tuesday
	Thursday 11:59 pm

	Friday, Day 5 Activities
	Wednesday
	Friday, 11:59 pm

	Short Assignment
	Thursday
	Saturday 11:59 pm

	Exam
	Friday
	Sunday 11:59 pm



Schedule
* Due date has been altered to give more flexibility in Week 1
	Week
	Day
	Topic
	Textbook
	Readings and Films

	Unit 1: The Great World Convergence, c. 1300-1700

	1
	Monday, Dec. 16
	Introduction
	Pgs. xvii-xxv
	See BB, Week 1, Day 1

	
	Tuesday, Dec. 17
	Calamities and Recoveries across Afroeurasia, 1300-1500
	Chapter 15
	See BB, Week 1, Day 2

	
	Wednesday, Dec. 18
	Oceans Crossed, Worlds Connected, 1450-1550
	Part 5 Intro, Chapter 16
	See BB, Week 1, Day 3

	
	Thursday, Dec. 19
	Afroeurasia and its Powerful States, 1500-1600
	Chapter 17
	See BB, Week 1, Day 4

	
	Friday,
Dec. 20
	The Expanding Global Economy: Expectations and Inequalities, 1550-1700
	Chapter 18
	See BB, Week 1, Day 5

	
	Saturday, Dec. 21
	Short Assignment #1 due at 11:59 pm

	
	Sunday, Dec. 22
	Exam #1 due at 11:59 pm

	Unit 2: The Modern World Takes Shape, c. 1650-1914

	2
	Monday, Dec. 23
	The Changing Balance of Wealth and Power, 1650-1750
	Chapter 19
	See BB, Week 2, Day 1

	
	Tuesday,
Dec. 24
	Waves of Revolution, 1720-1830
	Part 6 Intro, Chapter 20
	See BB, Week 2, Day 2

	
	Wednesday,
Dec. 25
	Energy and Industrialization, 1750-1850
	Chapter 21
	See BB, Week 2, Day 3

	
	Thursday,
Dec. 26
	Coping with Change in the New Industrial Era, 1830-1870
	Chapter 22
	See BB, Week 2, Day 4

	
	Friday, Dec. 27
	Capital, Technology, and the Changing Balance of Global Power, 1860-1914
	Chapter 23
	See BB, Week 2, Day 5

	
	Saturday, Dec. 28
	Short Assignment #2 due at 11:59 pm

	
	Sunday, Dec. 29
	Exam #2 due at 11:59 pm

	Unit 3: The Promise and Perils of Accelerating Change, c. 1890 to the Present

	3
	Monday, Dec. 30
	Turn-of-the-Century Prosperity, 1890-1914
	Part 7 Intro, Chapter 24
	See BB, Week 3, Day 1

	
	Tuesday, Dec. 31
	Turbulent Decades, 1918-1935
	Chapter 25
	See BB, Week 3, Day 2

	
	Wednesday,
Jan. 1
	World War II and its Aftermath, 1933-1950
	Chapter 26
	See BB, Week 3, Day 3

	
	Thursday, Jan. 2
	The Global Boom and its Contradictions, 1945-1975
	Chapter 27
	See BB, Week 3, Day 4

	
	Friday, Jan. 3
	Countercurrents of Change, 1970 to the Present
	Chapter 28
	See BB, Week 3, Day 5

	
	Saturday, Jan. 4
	Short Assignment #3 due at 11:59 pm

	
	Sunday, Jan. 5
	Exam #3 due at 11:59 pm




Course Policies

Late Work: Each of you will have five late passes.  Each pass is equivalent to turning in an assignment a day late.  You can use these passes for daily activities, short assignments, and exams.  For example, if you finish the participation activities and content quiz for W1D1 one day late, that will count as one late pass.  If you turn in the first short assignment two days late, that will count for two late passes.  You don’t have to notify me in advance; I will keep a list on Blackboard of how many late passes have been used, to make sure that we’re on the same page.  If you have questions or need clarification, please do get in touch with me about it.  

In a normal semester, I am usually willing to give more leeway, but the winter session moves so quickly that if you get behind on coursework, you will find it very difficult to catch up.  It is also very difficult for me to give the class feedback in a timely manner if I’m waiting for one student to complete coursework.  To this end, there are some restrictions on how you can use late passes.
· Day 1-2: You may use two late passes only.  The day’s coursework will then be closed, so that I can post feedback in a timely manner before the weekend assignments.
· Day 3-4: You may use one late pass only.
· Day 5: You may not use late passes on this day’s coursework. This would be unfair to other students in the class, as I would not be able to post feedback before the exam is due.
· Short Assignments: You may use as many late passes as you have available.
· Exams: You may use as many late passes as you have available.

Technology difficulties are not a reasonable excuse for late assignments, and therefore I suggest you start assignments as early as possible.  If extenuating circumstances will prevent you from completing coursework, reach out to me in advance so that we can discuss how to increase flexibility without putting you too far behind in the class.

Class Citizenship: All students are expected to follow the University’s Student Conduct Code.  Any disruptive comments on the discussion boards or blog posts, including ones that violate university standards on equity, race, gender, or other forms of discrimination will not be tolerated.   For more information please see http://www.siue.edu/policies/3c1.shtml.  

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism: Students are reminded that the expectations and academic standards outlined in the Student Academic Code (3C2) apply to all courses, field experiences and educational experiences at the University, regardless of modality or location.  Plagiarism is the use of another person’s words or ideas without crediting that person. Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated and may lead to failure on an assignment, in the class, or dismissal from the University, per the SIUE academic dishonesty policy. Students are responsible for complying with University policies about academic honesty as stated in the University’s Student Academic Conduct Code.  This course will utilize the Turnitin plagiarism detection software. A Turnitin link will be available anywhere written work is to be submitted in the course. Find out more about using Turnitin.

Unless expressly allowed by the instructor, the use of artificial intelligence (AI) tools and applications (including ChatGPT, DALL-E, and others) to produce content for course assignments and assessments is a violation of SIUE’s academic policy and is prohibited.

Statement on Use of the English Language:  It is an expectation and requirement that all written work completed for this course will use English that is as free as possible of grammatical and typographical errors.  My pet peeve is when people don’t capitalize the beginning of sentences or proper nouns like the names of countries.  Peeve is your first extra credit word.  Students will avoid the use of offensive language, while remaining respectful of their peers and colleagues at all times.

Diversity and Inclusion: SIUE is committed to respecting everyone’s dignity at all times. In order to learn, exchange ideas, and support one another, our virtual and physical classrooms must be places where students and teachers feel safe and supported. Systems of oppression permeate our institutions and our classrooms. All students and faculty have the responsibility to co-create a classroom that affirms inclusion, equity, and social justice, where racism, sexism, classism, ableism, heterosexism, xenophobia, and other social pathologies are not tolerated. Violations of this policy will be enforced in line with the SIUE Student Conduct Code. The Hub https://www.siue.edu/csdi is an excellent resource for students for support and community. Any person who believes they have experienced or witnessed discrimination or harassment can contact the director in the Office of Equal Opportunity, Access and Title IX Coordination at (618) 650-2333. There is also an online form for reporting bias incidents at https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?SIUEdwardsville&layout_id=10

Pregnancy and Newly Parenting Policy: This policy and procedure are established to ensure the protection and equal treatment of pregnant students, students with pregnancy-related medical conditions including as a result of the termination of pregnancy, and students who become new parents including parents adopting or fostering to adopt for the first 12 weeks a child is in the home, in accordance with Federal and State guidelines and regulations. "New Parents" refers to a parent who has recently welcomed a newborn or adopted a child or is fostering to adopt a child and needs support to mitigate the disruption in academic progress within the first 12 weeks of parenting or a parent that needs support due to medical necessity attributed to pregnancy or delivery of a child; care of newborn; or lactation within the first year of child's life or legal adoption/fostering. Visit Policies & Procedures - Student Rights and Conduct - Newly Parenting Policy - 3C15 to view the full policy and learn how to request accommodations through the Office of Equal Opportunity, Access, and Title IX Coordination (EOA).

Recordings of Class Content: Faculty recordings of lectures and/or other course materials are meant to facilitate student learning and to help facilitate a student catching up who has missed class due to illness. As such, students are reminded that the recording, as well as replicating or sharing of any course content and/or course materials without the express permission of the instructor of record, is not permitted, and may be considered a violation of the University’s Student Conduct Code (3C1), linked here: https://www.siue.edu/policies/3c1.shtml

Time Commitment: While there is variability in how much work students have for various classes, federal regulations require the equivalent of a minimum amount of work of approximately 45 class and work hours per semester course credit (see: https://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/attachments/GEN1106.pdf). At 135 hours total, and with a 3-week session, this class entails up to 9 hours of work each day. 

Accommodations: I am happy to make appropriate accommodations for students who have special physical or educational needs.  Students needing accommodations because of medical diagnosis or major life impairment should register with Accessible Campus Community & Equitable Student Support (ACCESS) and complete an intake process before accommodations will be given. Students who believe they have a diagnosis but do not have documentation should contact ACCESS for assistance and/or appropriate referral. The ACCESS office is located in the Student Success Center, Room 1270. You can also reach the office by e-mail at myaccess@siue.edu or by calling 618.650.3726. For more information on policies, procedures, or necessary forms, please visit the ACCESS website at www.siue.edu/access. 

Academic and Other Student Services: As an enrolled SIUE student, you have a variety of support available to you, including:
· Lovejoy Library Resources
· Tutoring Resource Center
· The Writing Center
· Academic Advising
· Counseling Services

If you find that you need additional support, please reach out to me and let me know. 

Cougar Care: Dealing with the fast-paced life of a college student can be challenging, and I always support a student's decisions to prioritize mental health. Students have access to counseling services on campus (Student Success Center, 0222). Make an appointment by visiting cougarcare.siue.edu or by calling 618-650-2842.

Technical Support: Since this is an online course, you are expected to have reliable Internet access on a regular basis. It is your responsibility to address any computer problems that might occur. Such problems are not an excuse for delays in meeting expectations or for missing course deadlines. 

Contact ITS at 618-650-5500 or at help@siue.edu with any technical concerns. You can also check the functionality of University systems, including Blackboard, at the ITS System Status page, or search the ITS Knowledge Base for various how-to and troubleshooting guides.

Tips for taking online assessments:
· Set up a wired (Ethernet) Internet  connection on your computer
· Do not use a mobile device, such as a phone or tablet
· Read the instructions and directions carefully
· Be prepared to complete the assessment in the allotted time

This syllabus is subject to change.

