
FIRST-YEAR COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
FALL 2021 SEMESTER



HOW TO USE THIS INFORMATION
1. Read this entire packet and think about which topics interest you. Do not assume because you are majoring in "X" that your 

seminar topic should automatically be in that same topic. Especially in highly-sequenced majors like music, engineering, or 
health professions, this may be a rare opportunity to take something outside of your actual major.

2. You will be ranking your choices for all eight pairs of HONS 120/121. The Honors Office will use your rankings to place you into
classes. We trust that you are making your best-informed choice, so we will always try to use the top choices that YOU share with 
us. But ultimately, it will also depend on the other courses in which you are registered.

3. Each course pair (HONS 120/121) is presented in the words of the faculty members teaching them. Picking your topic is most 
important – but we know that sometimes times and class style are important. At the end of this packet each paired class is listed 
with the names of the teaching faculty, their departments, the times, dates, and formats of the classes being offered. If you are 
in activities that have specific times that you must commit to (athletics practice, musical practice, theatre productions), you 
should also consider the times that you preference.

4. Once you’ve reviewed this entire packet, go to the link (on the last page, and on the Honors Summer Orientation webpage) and 
register your preferences. If you don’t submit a preference, we will assume you are happy with any placement.

5. We must use every seat in every section. Not everything will work out perfectly but it WILL work out!



UNDERSTANDING HONS 120
QUESTIONS & THE SPIRIT OF INQUIRY

HONS 120 is your introduction to honors. It will help you as you begin your college career to complement and 
advance the learning styles you’ve developed so far. We ask you embrace two concepts in HONS 120.

First, accept that the world is full of questions. Our lived experiences in education, in work, and in our daily 
lives will always encounter fundamental “big” questions: about friendship and happiness, or about wealth, 
inequality, or justice, or about the very nature of science. The topics of these courses – outlined on the 
subsequent pages – are the framework around which you’ll explore the second concept.

That is – to address questions, you must embrace the “spirit of inquiry.” It means being open to ambiguity, to 
the chance that there are no right answers, or that there are multiple possible outcomes. It asks for risk-taking, 
potential set-backs, and perpetual learning. It embraces a celebration of self-examination, to further embrace 
parts of ourselves and our beliefs, but also a willingness to truly examine ourselves, and to be open to change, 
to growth, and to a new sense and style of learning.

Each section of HONS 120 is linked with a specific section of HONS 121.
Both courses must be taken simultaneously.



UNDERSTANDING HONS 121
HONORS RHETORIC

The practice of rhetoric (the art of effective argumentation and persuasion) is an integral part of our everyday 
lives. It is imperative to do so clearly, interestingly, and completely. Through reading, writing, research, and 
discussion, you will leave this course with the tools needed to approach and effectively tackle any argument 
with confidence. While each HONS 121 will be unique in its own way, as well as coordinated with its linked 
section of HONS 120, there are shared goals in all of the sections.

• Learn to develop and refine arguments
• Understand how to recognize and avoid fallacies
• Write academically and creatively (and beyond the standard 5-paragraph essay)
• Become more critical consumers, by learning how to research, incorporate, and cite information to support 

and develop
• Deliver arguments persuasively to an audience.

Each section of HONS 121 is linked with a specific section of HONS 120.
Both courses must be taken simultaneously.



FIRST HONORS OPTION
AN ADVENTURE AWAITS1

Option

We are in the process of hiring a dedicated honors instructor for the 2021-2022 academic year. This 
person will teach both an HONS 120 and HONS 121 section in the fall. Since they have not yet been 
hired, we cannot tell you what the topic will be. 

Part of your education in the coming years, both at SIUE and in honors, is learning to manage ambiguity 
and uncertainty, and (sometimes), embracing it as a challenge to improve your thinking and your skills.

We know that it may be a little concerning to sign up for a class where you don’t know what the topic 
might be. But we also know it will be a great class. So if you are open to the opportunity, and you want to 
add a sense of adventure to your first semester, make this class one of your top choices in the Honors 
Survey.

(And once we know what the topic is, we’ll let you know. We promise).



DISEASE, DISORDER, & THE 
PURSUIT OF WELL-BEING

Option

2
We will examine health and disease from biological, psychological, 
sociological, and environmental perspectives. We will analyze what it means 
to be "healthy" and "happy" and how that may differ based on geographic 
region, social class, gender, or ethnicity. We will grapple with medical ethics, 
the tainted history of medical research, and discuss new medical 
technologies that have the potential to reshape our genetic blueprint. We 
will explore how our changing natural environment (and the micro- and 
macroscopic entities within) impact our well-being. Throughout, we will 
attempt to put some theories into practice with the goal of promoting our 
own health and happiness.

About the Honors Rhetoric Class: Our course content is rhetoric: the art 
and available means of persuasion. The term "rhetoric" is commonly used to 
indicate "just hot air" ("mere rhetoric," words without action). But rhetoric is 
action (words carry action). The course is also about "writing as a process” –
often taught as "brainstorm, draft, revise, edit." (Blech! And largely wrong). It 
is supposed to mean writing as thinking – not just communicating ideas, but 
creating them in the first place. Our title seems accessible enough. Disease, 
as in some illness, like cancer. Disorder, as in some condition, like OCD. Well-
being, as in the state of healthiness or happiness. But disease is also dis-
ease: inconvenient, difficult, or troubled (an idea as a disease of convention). 
Disorder is also dis-order: chaotic, confused, or irregular (civil disorder, 
disorderly conduct). Well-being is physical, psychological, moral, political (of 
the body, mind, life, the State). We will explore how these word-ideas are 
used rhetorically, how they are used represent (re-present, change) the world 
to us, by whom, and for what purposes.



GAMING WORLD HISTORY3
Option

Using a series of table-top, accounting, and RPG games, this class explores 
what it has meant to be Homo sapiens, the last and only surviving line of 
our genus. The idea that we make history, that the present and future are 
subject to human will is a conceit peculiar to our species. What if human 
history is driven by forces larger than we, forces that we cannot see and to 
which we are universally subjected? What universal rules drive the human 
experience? How have humans responded to the helplessness imposed by 
our biological limitations and the geographic and climatic constraints in 
which we live? How have we survived that helplessness? How does that 
helplessness explain who we have been, who we are, and who we may 
become?

About the Honors Rhetoric Class: Since its inception in ancient Greece, 
rhetoric has been a contentious concept, framed as an irreconcilable 
argument regarding truth, reality, ethics, language, and power. Rhetoric 
has been described by some as the capacity to persuade the rational soul; 
others have described it as a tool for con artists and charlatans. In 
contemporary American education, it is broadly seen as a crucial tool for an 
educated citizenry. But like any tool, it can be misused, becoming instead a 
repressive marker of which people are not allowed to speak. In Cicero’s 
words, if we teach rhetoric without equal attention to integrity and wisdom, 
"we shall not have made orators [we might say "college graduates"] of 
them but shall have put weapons into the hands of madmen." In this 
course, you will read key passages from early Greek philosophers  and 
rhetoricians, Roman orators, and contemporary thinkers. And we will 
examine film clips, social media posts, and academic arguments in order to 
examine the historic relation between rhetoric, political power, and identity. 



WEALTH & WISDOM4
Option

This course investigates the seemingly paradoxical ethos of the US 
society that is avowedly capitalist and spiritual. So, how does "filthy 
lucre" easily coexist with nobler human aspirations? This complex 
relationship cannot be rationalized without an understanding of the 
historical context, the literary perspective, religious nuances, and 
contemporary society’s view of moral and social responsibility. The 
relationship gives shape to our divergent notions of corporate and 
national governance, and provides insights in human behavior. Through 
the course, we will study money and finance within the context of 
humanities to refine our own perspectives. These perspectives are 
indispensable in making fraught social choice decisions that often give 
rise to rancor in modern societies.

About the Honors Rhetoric Class: This course is designed to provide 
you with instruction and practice in expository writing and analytic 
thinking. In this section, we will study key contemporary issues 
surrounding the interrelated topics of globalism. Through our exploration, 
you will gain an understanding of rhetorical strategies and awareness of 
your development (and improvement) as a writer. We will learn through 
writing: understanding topics and ideas, while using writing strategies and 
processes to shape arguments for specific audiences and purposes. We will 
explore globalism as an economic and cultural phenomenon, discuss the 
wealth and income gap in America, and the world-wide threat to democracy 
through the rise of “populist” movements. In addition to absorbing and 
critiquing the strengths and weaknesses of these arguments, we will reflect 
on how arguments are conducted in a rhetorical sense: what is the 
intended audience, how evidence is selected and presented, and how does 
the author treat opposing viewpoints.



WHAT SCIENCE MEANS 
TO YOU5

Option

This class will examine how one’s personal beliefs and life 
experiences ultimately shape their perspective on science. 
We will explore how things like morality, money, and the 
media ultimately influence the direction of science today, 
for better or worse. Critical discussion on the ambiguity of 
popular science topics will provide introspection and build 
respect for dissenting opinions

About the Honors Rhetoric Class: This section will focus 
on the ways in which media uses rhetoric to persuade 
people in relation to science. It is designed to help 
you to explore and develop your own perceptions of 
science and how that relates to our personhood. We will 
also explore how rhetoric is employed to both educate AND 
manipulate the public. We will explore how outside 
opinions and expectations about what constitutes "fact" 
from "truth" have influence on your identity, the identities 
of others, and how we engage with each other in relation to 
gender, sexuality, body type, etc..



JUSTICE
Option

6
This course will explore different ways that people have thought 
about the idea of justice. We will start with the classical Western 
tradition, from Aristotle onwards (or perhaps from the Bible onwards, 
or even earlier, from the beginning of written documents) and look at 
ideas and practices as they have developed up to the present time. 
Students will be encouraged to explore these ideas and apply them 
to their own lives and chosen fields of study. In the last part of the 
class, we will also briefly explore ideas of justice found in other 
cultural traditions outside the West (in Eastern cultures, Native 
American cultures, etc.).

About the Honors Rhetoric Class: Rhetoric means the use of language 
for a desired end. Often, it is dismissed as simply deceit or manipulation. 
(Think of how the term rhetoric is applied to politicians, pundits, and their 
ilk—almost always in a derogatory context). Such a simplistic understanding 
misses the mark substantially: we live in a world of rhetoric. It surrounds us, 
envelops us. We are both producers and consumers of rhetoric. Thus, this 
course is devoted to the critical analysis, engagement, and production of 
rhetoric and the rhetorical situation.

The more specific theme of this seminar is "Justice". We will examine how 
the various concepts of justice are defined, applied, practiced, and the role 
rhetoric plays in these constructs. This examination will include various 
forms of argumentation, including visual argument, oration, public 
performance, demonstration, and the written word. Your projects 
throughout the semester will model various genres and styles of rhetoric, 
using the models we discuss.



VOICE, COMMUNICATION, 
CULTURE7

Option

HONS 120 considers voice as a communicative force in 
society and popular culture. Theories and writings 
about voice and case studies from music and culture 
will both be explored. 

About the Honors Rhetoric Class: HONS 121 
considers the rhetorical power of popular culture in 
persuading us as to how to behave and what to believe 
about our world.



HAPPINESS AND LIVING WELL: 
AN INVESTIGATION FROM DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES8

Option

We will look to philosophy, psychology, and religion to address the 
question of what should make us happy and how do we know that 
we are living a good life. We will examine, assesses, evaluate, and 
criticize different theories, trying to determine how they understand 
who we are as humans and how, given this understanding, they 
answer the question “what is a good life?” We will also use these 
theories and our own observations to consider how our current 
culture answers these questions. We will also explore the 
relationship of happiness and virtue, and whether the pursuit of 
happiness is at odds with a moral life. Our goal is not to determine 
one answer, but to give us the time and space to develop a 
knowledge base and skills (observation, critical reading and writing, 
understanding and interpreting difficult texts, etc.) needed to 
address these questions. 

About the Honors Rhetoric Class: This is a newly added section of 
HONS 121 and a faculty member has not yet been assigned. The class is 
aligned with the “Happiness and Living Well” seminar.



FR1 AN ADVENTURE AWAITS I
(Faculty To Be Determined)

Traditional
(Face-to-Face) 001 AN ADVENTURE AWAITS II

(Faculty To Be Determined)
Traditional
(Face-to-Face)

Tuesday/Thursday 6 – 7:15 pm Tuesday/Thursday 7:30 – 8:50 pm

FR2 SUSANNE DISALVO 
(Biological Science)

Traditional
(Face-to-Face) 002 MATTHEW JOHNSON

(English)
Online
(Synchronous)

Monday/Wednesday 12 – 1:15 pm Monday/Wednesday 4:30 – 5:45 pm

FR3 CHRISTENNE HINZ
(History)

Blended
(Online & Face-to Face) 003 BRIAN HENDERSON

(English)
Online
(Synchronous)

Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 – 9:50 am Tuesday/Thursday 3:30 – 4:45 pm

FR4 RAKESH BHARATI
(Economics & Finance)

Online
(Synchronous) 004 CHARLES BERGER

(English)
Blended
(Online & Face-to Face)

Tuesday/Thursday 12:30 – 1:45 pm Tuesday/Thursday 9:30 – 10:45 am

HONORS 120 Sections
Questions & the Spirit of Inquiry

HONORS 121 Sections
Honors Rhetoric

COURSE SPECIFICS



FR5 EMILY PETRUCCELLI
(Biological Science)

Blended
(Online & Face-to Face) 005 CHRISTY FERGUSON

(English)
Online
(Synchronous)

Tuesday 6 – 8:50 pm Monday/Wednesday 3:00 – 4:15 pm

FR6 NANCY LUTZ
(Anthropology)

Blended
(Online & Face-to Face) 006 ADAM CLEARY

(English)
Traditional
(Face-to-Face)

Monday/Wednesday 3 – 4:15 pm Monday/Wednesday 4:30 – 5:45 pm

FR7 ANDREW GREENWOOD
(Music)

Blended
(Online & Face-to Face) 007 DEBBIE SELLNOW-RICHMOND

(Applied Communication)
Online
(Synchronous)

Monday/Wednesday 12 – 1:15 pm Tuesday/Thursday 8 – 9:15 am

FR8 MATTHEW SCHUNKE
(Philosophy)

Traditional
(Face-to-Face) 008 FACULTY TO BE DETERMINED

(
Traditional
(Face-to-Face)

Tuesday/Thursday 9:30 – 10:45 am Tuesday/Thursday 8 – 9:15 am

HONORS 120 Sections
Questions & the Spirit of Inquiry

HONORS 121 Sections
Honors Rhetoric

COURSE SPECIFICS



WHAT’S NEXT
1. Prioritize your picks. Remember, you must rank all eight options!

2. Go to the SIUE Honors page: www.siue.edu/honors

3. Complete the Honors Survey. First, go to the Advising tab and then go into the Honors Orientation 

page. You’ll find the Honors Survey link there.

4. Be patient. The Honors Office will start placing student into classes in late June and will notify you when 

the process is complete.

5. PLEASE DO NOT try to register yourself for your honors classes on CougarNet. In this first registration 

process, we have to balance between your interests and the sections that fit for all students. If you do 

register before we start this process, we will drop you from the honors classes.

6. ENJOY YOUR SUMMER! Look for more honors opportunities coming throughout June, July, and August!

https://www.siue.edu/provost/honors/index.shtml
https://siue.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8jJDs0eLVkKLmcu



