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Pharmacy in the News: 
  When Will We Have a COVID-19 Vaccine? 

In March, the first clinical trial for a COVID-19 vaccine in the United States began. The trial is for 

Moderna’s mRNA-1273 vaccine, a novel vaccine design that is intended to use mRNA to direct 

immune cells in the body to target the SARS-CoV-2 virus. The first dose of this vaccine was 

administered to a patient on March 16, 2020, but when should we expect a vaccine to enter the 

market? 

Dr. Anthony Fauci released a statement in March stating that the United States could expect a 

vaccine “within 12 to 18 months.” Part of the reason he states that a vaccine may be ready so 

quickly is because the government is encouraging companies to launch production of their 

vaccine even before the vaccine has been proven to work. Further, instead of following the 

typical design model of first testing the vaccine on animals before moving on to phase I trials, 

researchers will test animals and humans in parallel as a means to expedite the research 

process. 

However, experts are stating that this timeline is too optimistic as vaccines typically take years 

to reach the market, not months. A vaccine has never reached the market in such a short time 

period either. For example, the SARS epidemic broke out in 2003, but it wasn't until 2016 that a 

vaccine was even ready for trial. Despite these facts, dozens of companies and academics 

around the world have entered the race to create a vaccine for COVID-19 as quickly as 

possible. 

Reference  

 

COVID-19 Testing in Community Pharmacies 

Testing for COVID-19 has proven to be a challenge since the start of the pandemic, but patients 

will soon have easier access to testing sites as pharmacists are now authorized by the 

Department of Health and Human Services to administer FDA-approved tests for the virus. 

Many healthcare companies are preparing to deliver thousands of testing kits to community 

pharmacies and creating resources for pharmacists to use amid the pandemic, including access 

to testing administration training resources and webpages for links to order forms for test kits. 

Pharmacies that have participated in testing so far include CVS, Walgreens, Walmart, and Rite 

Aid.  

Reference  

 

 

 

https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04283461?term=mrna&cond=COVID&draw=2&rank=1
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/31/us/coronavirus-vaccine-timetable-concerns-experts-invs/index.html
https://www.pharmacytimes.com/news/covid-19-testing-opportunities-coming-to-community-pharmacists-across-united-states
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Newly Approved Drugs 
   

Recently Approved Drugs: 

Fetroja (cefiderocol), Shionogi; 11/2019 

Indication: To treat patients with complicated urinary tract 

infections who have limited or no alternative treatment 

options. 

MOA: Exerts bactericidal action by inhibiting cell wall 

biosynthesis through binding to penicillin-binding proteins 

Dosing: 2 grams every 8 hours by intravenous (IV) infusion 

over 3 hours in patients with creatinine clearance 60 to 119 

mL/min. 

 

Dayvigo (lemborexant), Eisai; 12/2019 

Indication: To treat insomnia, characterized by difficulties with 

sleep onset and/or sleep maintenance 

MOA: Blocking the binding of wake-promoting neuropeptides 

orexin A and orexin B to receptors OX1R and OX2R is 

thought to suppress wake drive. 

Dosing: 5 mg taken no more than once per night, immediately 

before going to bed. 

Nexletol (bempedoic acid), Esperion; 2/2020 

Indication: To treat adults with heterozygous familial 

hypercholesterolemia or established atherosclerotic 

cardiovascular disease who require additional lowering of 

LDL-C  

MOA: Adenosine triphosphate-citrate lyase inhibition that 

lowers low-density lipoprotein cholesterol by inhibition of 

cholesterol synthesis in the liver.  

Dosing: 180 mg by mouth daily.  

 

Pizensy (lactitol), Braintree; 2/2020 

Indication: To treat chronic idiopathic constipation in adults 

MOA: Osmotic laxative, causing influx of water into the small 

intestine leading to a laxative effect in the colon.  

Dosing: 20 mg by mouth daily with meals.  

 

Ubrelvy (ubrogepant), Allergan; 12/2019 

Indication: To treat acute migraine with or without aura. 

MOA: Calcitonin gene-related peptide receptor antagonist. 

Dosing: 50 mg or 100 mg taken orally, as needed.  If 

needed, a second dose may be administered at least 2 

hours after the initial dose. 

 

Vyepti (eptinezumab-jjmr), Lundbeck Seattle 

BioPharmaceuticals; 2/2020 

Indication: For the prevention of migraine in adults 

MOA: Monoclonal antibody that binds to calcitonin gene-

related peptide ligand and blocks its binding to the receptor. 

Dosing: 100 mg IV over 30 minutes every 3 months. 

 

 

Recently Approved Generics: 

• Voltaren (diclofenac) Topical Gel 

• Pataday Twice Daily Relief (olopatadine 0.1%) 

Ophthalmic Solution 

• Pataday Once Daily Relief (olopatadine 0.2%) Ophthalmic 

Solution 

 

Anticipated Generics for 2020: 

• Ciprodex (ciprofloxacin/dexamethasone) Otic Suspension 

• Viibryd (vilazodone) 

• Dulera (formoterol fumarate/mometasone furoate) Inhaler 

• Dexilant (dexlansoprazole) 

• Flovent HFA (fluticasone propionate) Inhaler 

• Mydayis (amphetamine/dextroamphetamine mixture) 

• Latuda (lurasidone) 

• Truvada PrEP (emtricitabine/tenofovir) 

 

  

Nurtec ODT (rimegepant), Biohaven; 2/2020 

Indication: To treat acute migraine with or without aura. 

MOA: Calcitonin gene-related peptide receptor antagonist. 

Dosing: 75 mg by mouth once daily as needed. 
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Illinois Resources 
 

• State Wide & County Specific COVID-19 Data & Statistics  

• Call or email Illinois Department of Public Health for COVID-19 
related questions at 1-800-889-3931 or DPH.SICK@illinois.gov. 

• For SIU Medicine COVID-19 Hotline call 217-545-5100. 
o Service is provided to Springfield, Carbondale, Decatur, 

Quincy and the Metro East areas. 
o Provides wellness checks on those struggling with medical 

or mental health, assesses patient needs and connects 
them with telehealth services, community-based services, 
or local health care providers.  

 
Resources by County 

 
Clinton 

o Community Resources: Assistance with rent and utilities, 
and locations of soup kitchens and food pantries.   

Jersey 
o Community Resources: Assistance with rent and utilities, 

and locations of soup kitchens and food pantries.  
Madison 

o Community Resources: Hot lines, mental health resources, 
assistance for families with children, older adults, 
volunteer opportunities, veterans’ assistance and more. 

Monroe 
o Community Resources: Senior resources including 

transportation, meal delivery, and caregiver respite. 
St. Clair 

o Community Resources: Provide updates on COVID-19, 
resources for businesses, links to national websites, and 
ways to help in the community.  

 

Mental Health 
Assistance 

 

Disaster Distress Helpline: 

Call 1-800-985-5990 

Or 

Text “TalkWithUs” to 66746 
 

Mental Health Crisis 
Center: 

Call 1-800-273-TALK (8255) 

Or 

Text “MHA” to 741741 

 

National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline: 

Call 1-800-273-8255 

 

Veterans Crisis Line: 

Call 1-800-273-8255  

Then Press 1 

 

Nation Wide Resources 

 Find Contact Information for Local Health Departments 
 Locate COVID-19 Testing Sites 
 Locate Food Pantries   

 
 
 

https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/covid19-statistics
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus/personal-guidance-and-testing
mailto:DPH.SICK@illinois.gov
http://www.siumed.edu/coronavirus/news/siu-medicine-launches-pandemic-health-worker-program-remote-patient-monitoring.html
https://www.needhelppayingbills.com/html/marion__bond__clinton__and_was.html
https://www.needhelppayingbills.com/html/marion__bond__clinton__and_was.html
https://www.needhelppayingbills.com/html/calhoun__greene__jersey__macou.html
https://www.needhelppayingbills.com/html/calhoun__greene__jersey__macou.html
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/health/corona_virus.php
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/health/corona_virus.php
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/health/corona_virus.php
http://agesmart.org/monroe-county-services/
http://agesmart.org/monroe-county-services/
https://www.belleville.net/706/COVID-19-Information-Responses
https://www.belleville.net/706/COVID-19-Information-Responses
https://www.belleville.net/706/COVID-19-Information-Responses
https://mhanational.org/living-mental-illness-during-covid-19-outbreak-preparing-your-wellness
https://mhanational.org/living-mental-illness-during-covid-19-outbreak-preparing-your-wellness
https://mhanational.org/living-mental-illness-during-covid-19-outbreak-preparing-your-wellness
tel:1-800-273-TALK
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/health/corona_virus.php#HotLines
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/health/corona_virus.php#HotLines
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/health/corona_virus.php#HotLines
https://www.naccho.org/membership/lhd-directory?searchType=standard&lhd-search=&lhd-state=#card-filter
https://my.castlighthealth.com/corona-virus-testing-sites/
https://www.foodpantries.org/
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Missouri Resources 
 
 

• State Wide & County Specific COVID Data & Statistics.  

• Call the 24 hour hotline at 877-435-8411 for COVID-19 related 
questions. 

 
Resources by County 

 
Franklin  

o Community Resources: For families, senior citizens, mental 
health, hot lines, and much more.   

Jefferson  
o Community Resources: Locate food pantries, utilities 

assistance, child education material, and mental health 
resources.   

Lincoln 
o Community Resources: Locate food panties, rent, utilities, 

and transportation assistance, and mental health 
resources.    

St. Charles 
o Community Resources: Links to national, medical, mental 

health, housing, and senior citizen resources. As well as 
rent and utilities assistance.   

St. Louis City 
o Community Resources: Testing site locations, assistance 

for housing and utilities, and resources for mental health, 
parents, and senior citizens.   

St. Louis 
o Community Resources: Food, utilities, and rent assistance. 

Resources for mental health, businesses, and parents.  
o Call the St. Louis County Health Line at 314-615-2660 if 

experiencing a fever, cough, or difficulty breathing.  
Warren 

o Community Resources: Links to national websites, 
assistance with rent and utilities, and locate local food 
pantries. 
 

 

 

This is a national resource  

that allows you to  

call, text, or chat with your 
local 2-1-1 community 

resource specialist to get 
connected with services and 

resources available to you 
including: 

• Housing assistance 

• Employment & education 
opportunities 

• Support groups 

• Supplemental food 
programs 

• Health care information 

• Services for veterans 

And Much More! 

https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/results.php
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/results.php
https://www.franklinmo.org/vertical/sites/%7B5730E807-248F-430C-88E4-9222B8E63B07%7D/uploads/COVID-19_Community_Resources.pdf
https://www.franklinmo.org/vertical/sites/%7B5730E807-248F-430C-88E4-9222B8E63B07%7D/uploads/COVID-19_Community_Resources.pdf
http://www.jeffcohealth.org/covid19-community-resources
http://www.jeffcohealth.org/covid19-community-resources
http://www.jeffcohealth.org/covid19-community-resources
https://www.mercy.net/content/dam/mercy/en/images/food_pantries_-_lincoln_st_charles_warren_1017.pdf
https://www.mercy.net/content/dam/mercy/en/pdf/utility-and-rent-assistance-lincoln-county-st-charles-county-and-warren-county.pdf
https://lchdmo.org/covid19-community-resources
https://lchdmo.org/covid19-community-resources
https://www.sccmo.org/2113/Community-Resources/CommunityResources
https://www.sccmo.org/2113/Community-Resources/CommunityResources
https://www.mercy.net/content/dam/mercy/en/pdf/utility-and-rent-assistance-lincoln-county-st-charles-county-and-warren-county.pdf
https://www.mercy.net/content/dam/mercy/en/pdf/utility-and-rent-assistance-lincoln-county-st-charles-county-and-warren-county.pdf
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/health/communicable-disease/covid-19/economic-recovery/emergency-resource-guide.cfm
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/health/communicable-disease/covid-19/economic-recovery/emergency-resource-guide.cfm
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/health/communicable-disease/covid-19/economic-recovery/emergency-resource-guide.cfm
https://www.stlouisco.com/Your-Government/County-Executive/COVID-19/COVID-19-Resources
https://www.stlouisco.com/Your-Government/County-Executive/COVID-19/COVID-19-Resources
https://stlouisco.com/Your-Government/County-Executive/COVID-19/COVID-19-Resources
https://www.warrencountyhealth.com/useful-links/
https://www.mercy.net/content/dam/mercy/en/pdf/utility-and-rent-assistance-lincoln-county-st-charles-county-and-warren-county.pdf
https://www.mercy.net/content/dam/mercy/en/images/food_pantries_-_lincoln_st_charles_warren_1017.pdf
https://www.mercy.net/content/dam/mercy/en/images/food_pantries_-_lincoln_st_charles_warren_1017.pdf
http://www.211.org/pages/about


 

Organization Cost Link Information Provided Category 

Broad Information 

CMS Free 

Non-Emergent, Elective 
Medical Services, and 

Treatment 
Recommendations 

Very basic treatment guide:  
"A tiered framework to prioritize services and care to 
those who require emergent or urgent attention"  

General 

CDC Free 

Interim Clinical Guidance 
for Management of 

Patients with Confirmed 
Coronavirus Disease 

(COVID-19) 

•Clinical management and treatment 
recommendations for different stages of infection.   
•Also includes a summary of clinical guidance including 
clinical presentation, severity, progression, risk factors, 
medications, diagnostic testing, and more.   

General 

Medscape 
Free 

(Registration/account 
required) 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 
Treatment and 
Management 

Broad summary of Prevention, Treatment and 
Management options  

General 

AMA-ASSN Free 
COVID-19 Resource 

Center for Physicians  

Provides a list of various links for physicians regarding 
treatment, assessment, and much more.   

General 

Guidelines 

IDSA Free 

Infectious Diseases 
Society of America 
Guidelines on the 

Treatment and 
Management of Patients 

with COVID-19 

Infectious Diseases Society of America Guidelines on 
the Treatment and Management of Patients with 
COVID-19  
Also noted as of 4/13/2020:  
     •COVID-19 Guideline, Part 2: Diagnostics - "Coming       
……Soon"   
     •COVID-19 Guideline, Part 3: Infection Prevention - 
……"Coming Soon"  

Guidelines 

JAMA Network 
Free (Full Text 

Available) 
Management of Critically 
Ill Adults with COVID-19 

Surviving Sepsis Campaign: Guidelines on the 
Management of Critically Ill Adults with COVID-19; 
Includes recommendations on:  
     •Infection control and testing  
     •Hemodynamic support  
     •Therapy  

Guidelines 

Vanderbilt 
University Medical 

Center 
Free 

Clinical 
Recommendations for 

Treatment of COVID-19 

Clinical Recommendations for Treatment of COVID-19 
in Adult Patients  

Guidelines 

Medications and Experimental Treatments 

CDC Free CDC  

Information for Clinicians on Therapeutic Options for 
Patients with COVID-19 (Currently includes remdesivir, 
hydroxychloroquine, and others under investigation)  
Also contains side links to:  
     •Care for patients with underlying conditions  
     •Care for children with COVID-19  
     •Care for pregnant women  
     •Caring for patients at home  
     •Other general information  

Medications 

CDC Free 
Evaluating and Testing 

Persons for Coronavirus 
Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

Criteria to Guide Evaluation and Laboratory Testing for 
COVID-19  

Medications 

   

COVID-19 Resources 
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Continued on next page... 

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/cms-non-emergent-elective-medical-recommendations.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/cms-non-emergent-elective-medical-recommendations.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/cms-non-emergent-elective-medical-recommendations.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/cms-non-emergent-elective-medical-recommendations.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-guidance-management-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-guidance-management-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-guidance-management-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-guidance-management-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-guidance-management-patients.html
https://emedicine.medscape.com/article/2500114-treatment#d1
https://emedicine.medscape.com/article/2500114-treatment#d1
https://emedicine.medscape.com/article/2500114-treatment#d1
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/public-health/covid-19-2019-novel-coronavirus-resource-center-physicians
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/public-health/covid-19-2019-novel-coronavirus-resource-center-physicians
https://www.idsociety.org/practice-guideline/covid-19-guideline-treatment-and-management/
https://www.idsociety.org/practice-guideline/covid-19-guideline-treatment-and-management/
https://www.idsociety.org/practice-guideline/covid-19-guideline-treatment-and-management/
https://www.idsociety.org/practice-guideline/covid-19-guideline-treatment-and-management/
https://www.idsociety.org/practice-guideline/covid-19-guideline-treatment-and-management/
https://www.idsociety.org/practice-guideline/covid-19-guideline-treatment-and-management/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2763879
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2763879
https://www.vumc.org/coronavirus/sites/default/files/COVID%20Documents/Weekly%20COVID-19%20Clinical%20Guidelines%20Update%20Summary%20-%203.22.2020-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.vumc.org/coronavirus/sites/default/files/COVID%20Documents/Weekly%20COVID-19%20Clinical%20Guidelines%20Update%20Summary%20-%203.22.2020-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.vumc.org/coronavirus/sites/default/files/COVID%20Documents/Weekly%20COVID-19%20Clinical%20Guidelines%20Update%20Summary%20-%203.22.2020-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/therapeutic-options.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-criteria.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-criteria.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-criteria.html


FDA Free 
Medical 

Countermeasures 

No current medical countermeasures or FDA-approved 
therapeutics (as of 4/13/2020); page to be updated as 
information becomes available.  
Also includes tabs for diagnostics, PPE, Vaccines, etc.  

Medications 

ASHP Free 
Assessment of Evidence 

for COVID-19-Related 
Treatments 

Assessment of evidence for all currently proposed 
COVID-19 treatment options, including antivirals, 
supporting agents, ACE-Inhibitors, Ibuprofen, and 
others.  

Medications 

ASHP Free 
Stewardship of Off-Label 
Treatments for COVID-19 

Recommendations for appropriate use of azithromycin, 
chloroquine, and hydroxychloroquine, as well as other 
experimental treatments  

Medications 

FDA Free FDA 

Recommendations for Investigational COVID-19 
Convalescent Plasma  

Plasma 

Mayo Clinic Free Plasma Protocols  Official Investigational COVID-19 Plasma Protocols  Plasma 

Asian Pacific Journal 
of Allergy and 
Immunology 

Free (Full Text 
Available) 

Perspectives on 
Monoclonal Antibody 
Therapy as Potential 

Therapeutic Intervention 
for COVID-19 

Provides a review of therapeutic interventions for 
COVID-19, as well as mechanisms and evidence 
presented for treatment with monoclonal antibodies.  

Monoclonal 
Antibodies 

Diagnosis and Care Recommendations 

WHO Free 

Clinical Management of 
Severe Acute Respiratory 
Infection when COVID-19 

is suspected  

Best practices for severe acute respiratory infections 
when a nCoV infection is suspected in adult and 
pediatric patients  

Diagnosis 

WHO Free 
Clinical Care of Severe 

Acute Respiratory 
Infections  

Toolkit for clinicians working in acute care hospitals in 
low- and middle-income countries  

Acute Care 

WHO Free 
Severe Acute Respiratory 

Infections Treatment 
Centre  

Practical manual to set up and manage a severe acute 
respiratory treatment center and SARI screening facility 
in healthcare facilities (developed to meet needs of 
COVID-19)  

Acute Care 

WHO Free 
Home Care for Patients 

with Suspected COVID-19 

Rapid advice note to meet recommendations on the 
safe home care for patients with suspected novel 
coronavirus presenting with mild symptoms  

Home Care 

  

 

Tips for Working from Home 

Working from Home Tip 1: Get Dressed 

As tempting as it is to stay in pajamas all day, changing out of pajamas and into casual clothes will help with feeling more in 

a work setting compared to being at home. 

Working from Home Tip 2: Designate a Workspace or Home Office 

This is helpful with keeping a separation between your work and personal life. It will also help you stay more organized as 

you complete work projects. Avoid working on projects while laying in bed or watching TV. 

Working from Home Tip 3: Clearly Define Work Hours 

Figure out a work schedule that works best for you and stick to it. Focus on your work within those hours, then when that 

time is up transition back to personal home life. 

https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/counterterrorism-and-emerging-threats/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19#mcms
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/counterterrorism-and-emerging-threats/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19#mcms
https://www.ashp.org/-/media/assets/pharmacy-practice/resource-centers/Coronavirus/docs/ASHP-COVID-19-Evidence-Table.ashx?la=en&hash=B414CC64FD64E1AE8CA47AD753BA744EDF4FFB8C&hash=B414CC64FD64E1AE8CA47AD753BA744EDF4FFB8C
https://www.ashp.org/-/media/assets/pharmacy-practice/resource-centers/Coronavirus/docs/ASHP-COVID-19-Evidence-Table.ashx?la=en&hash=B414CC64FD64E1AE8CA47AD753BA744EDF4FFB8C&hash=B414CC64FD64E1AE8CA47AD753BA744EDF4FFB8C
https://www.ashp.org/-/media/assets/pharmacy-practice/resource-centers/Coronavirus/docs/ASHP-COVID-19-Evidence-Table.ashx?la=en&hash=B414CC64FD64E1AE8CA47AD753BA744EDF4FFB8C&hash=B414CC64FD64E1AE8CA47AD753BA744EDF4FFB8C
https://www.ashp.org/-/media/assets/pharmacy-practice/resource-centers/Coronavirus/docs/Stewardship-of-Off-Label-Treatments.ashx?loc=ashphero5-stewardship-off-label-03232020
https://www.ashp.org/-/media/assets/pharmacy-practice/resource-centers/Coronavirus/docs/Stewardship-of-Off-Label-Treatments.ashx?loc=ashphero5-stewardship-off-label-03232020
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/investigational-new-drug-ind-or-device-exemption-ide-process-cber/recommendations-investigational-covid-19-convalescent-plasma
https://www.uscovidplasma.org/
http://apjai-journal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2.pdf
http://apjai-journal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2.pdf
http://apjai-journal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2.pdf
http://apjai-journal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2.pdf
http://apjai-journal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/clinical-management-of-severe-acute-respiratory-infection-when-novel-coronavirus-(ncov)-infection-is-suspected
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/clinical-management-of-severe-acute-respiratory-infection-when-novel-coronavirus-(ncov)-infection-is-suspected
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/clinical-management-of-severe-acute-respiratory-infection-when-novel-coronavirus-(ncov)-infection-is-suspected
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/clinical-management-of-severe-acute-respiratory-infection-when-novel-coronavirus-(ncov)-infection-is-suspected
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/clinical-care-of-severe-acute-respiratory-infections-tool-kit
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/clinical-care-of-severe-acute-respiratory-infections-tool-kit
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/clinical-care-of-severe-acute-respiratory-infections-tool-kit
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/severe-acute-respiratory-infections-treatment-centre
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/severe-acute-respiratory-infections-treatment-centre
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/severe-acute-respiratory-infections-treatment-centre
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/home-care-for-patients-with-suspected-novel-coronavirus-(ncov)-infection-presenting-with-mild-symptoms-and-management-of-contacts
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/home-care-for-patients-with-suspected-novel-coronavirus-(ncov)-infection-presenting-with-mild-symptoms-and-management-of-contacts
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Writing Tips 

  

Writing Tip 1: Be more concise.  

 

Meeting “word counts” has been in the forefront of the minds of many students and writers, but professional writing needs to be concise. An 

example of this is converting phrases (such as “in an efficient manner”) to single words (such as “efficiently”).   

  

 

Writing Tip 2: Don’t overuse commas.  

 

If you don't want your reader to pause, there shouldn't be a comma, there, because as, this demonstrates it's very difficult to figure, out, 

what you're saying when your punctuation, makes the sentence unreadable. Source 

 

 

Writing Tip 3: Don’t overuse your thesaurus.   

 

Many of us try to sound “smarter” by using longer or more obscure wording. However, psychology studies show that this only makes your 

writing more difficult to read, and can even make you sound “small-minded”.  

 

 

Writing Tip 4: Read more. 

 

The more exposure you have to different writing styles will help you with your writing when it comes to word selection and grammar. 

 

 

Writing Tip 5: Read your writing aloud. 

 

Reading aloud may help you to recognize that you need to re-order the information in your work or cause you to realize that there are gaps 

in your information presented. It also aids in helping to recognize errors. 

 

 

Writing Tip 6: Utilize technology. 

 

Tools such as Grammarly are useful in ensuring your writing is grammatically correct and free of errors.  Other helpful tools include citation 

generators such as Zotero, which can be used as a plug-in on your web-browser to allow for efficient citation and bibliography creation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/tips-grammar-punctuation-and-style

