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About SIUE
SIUE awards degrees in undergraduate, graduate and doctoral programs encompassing the arts, sciences, nursing,
education, health, human behavior, business and engineering. The Schools of Dental Medicine and Pharmacy award
doctor’s first professional degrees in dental medicine (DMD) and pharmacy (PharmD). Doctoral programs are available
in nursing practice and educational leadership. A cooperative PhD program in pharmacology and neuroscience is
offered with the SIU School of Medicine and cooperative PhD programs in history, engineering science, environmental
resources and policy, and computer engineering are offered with SIU Carbondale.

About the School of Pharmacy
The SIUE School of Pharmacy offers students an interprofessional, integrated and team-based learning approach to
pharmacy practice and pharmaceutical science education. Students gain invaluable experience in real-world settings
through the School’s experiential approach to education. They work side-by-side with faculty members and preceptors
who have gained national recognition for industry experience, research innovations and educational leadership.

Message from the Dean
Welcome to the 2021 Dean’s Report. You will see that despite a year that has challenged everyone around the world,
the SIUE School of Pharmacy has continued to excel as we are learning to dance with COVID-19. Our NAPLEX pass
rates continued to be excellent with the Class of 2020 results ranking in the top 25 of all U.S. programs again, and our
donors have created new and meaningful opportunities for our students.
We have continued to make progress on the development of our new health sciences building, and we saw further
expansion in the area of mental health and wellness with the appointment of a director of well-being and resilience.
Our graduate program is maturing with a new PhD program in cooperation with the SIU School of Medicine, and
students in our professional program now have the opportunity to complete a bachelor’s in chemistry with a
specialization in pharmaceutical chemistry en route to their doctor of pharmacy degree.
You will read stories of current and future leaders at work. Both Illinois state pharmacy organizations had SIUE
influencers as their presidents this past year; one is a faculty member and the other a 2012 alumnus. On the national
front, a faculty member continued to lead efforts to advance diversity, equity, inclusion and anti-racism awareness and
action in the profession, while an inspired student shared his journey and passion for creating ways to get more people
of color interested in the pharmacy profession. Students were selected into leadership programs by the American
Society of Health-System Pharmacists and Phi Lamba Sigma and brought great perspectives and experiences back to
our program.
The doctor of pharmacy curriculum further evolved to better address contemporary issues within the profession. First
implemented in 2017, the clinical skills lab sequence now runs over six consecutive semesters, allowing students to
practice skills related to the pharmacists’ patient care process, which includes elements of effective collaboration,
communication and documentation.
More recently, with the compounded adverse effects of both racism and the pandemic proving to be traumatizing to
individuals and health outcomes, trauma-informed care and anti-racism have each been infused into the curriculum.
All of these efforts are intentional and directed at bettering our students to be even more competent pharmacists upon
graduation.
Finally, while the pandemic is changing many of the things we are doing, one thing remains constant in that we
continue to stay relevant in the various facets of our profession. Whether it be as leaders, providing community
outreach, supporting student scholarships, or innovating in research and education, our faculty, staff and students find
a way to dance with COVID-19. In reading this report, I hope you will note the many successes over this past year and
how the School is not just surviving but prospering during these difficult times.
Best wishes,

Mark S. Luer, Pharm.D., FCCP
Professor and Dean

School of Pharmacy Goals
• Advance innovative education, service and scholarship programs
• Promote faculty and staff development and support
• Foster prospective pharmacy students
• Expand and support professional growth of students and alumni
• Cultivate diversity and inclusiveness
• Identify, develop and sustain external relations and financial support

School of Pharmacy Mission
The SIUE School of Pharmacy is an interdisciplinary educational community dedicated to the preparation of pharmacy
professionals, scholars and leaders to improve the health and well-being of the region and beyond.

Health Sciences Building Project Progressing
The Illinois Capital Development Board (CDB) has selected HOK-St. Louis as the preferred
architectural design firm for preliminary design of the Health Science Building (HSB) on the SIUE
campus. The HSB will house pharmacy, nursing and related health science areas with plans that
include modern classrooms, teaching and research laboratories, faculty offices, administrative spaces,
and student resource and study spaces.

Total Alumni: 1,010

The new HSB will foster a collaborative and creative educational environment with open and
flexible classrooms containing the latest technology, spaces for small group collaboration, and spaces
designed specifically for interprofessional activities. Together this will enhance student confidence
and better prepare them for hands-on patient care. Another important element to the HSB will be new
state-of-the-art research facilities that will further promote drug discovery and enhance delivery of
healthcare services in the region.
The CDB released $10,537,000 in planning funds in January 2020 to create preliminary designs for the
HSB. The complex will include approximately 221,000 square feet. The project’s total cost is roughly
$105 million. It will be the largest academic building on the SIUE campus.

Non-SIUE
SIUE
38% Undergraduates
62% Undergraduates

New Faces, Promotions, Retirements

2009-2021

Graduation Rate

91%
on-time

96%

Residence
Illinois: 73%
Out of State: 27%

New Faces

Retirements
Sunny Chang, PhD, Instructor,
Department of Pharmaceutical
Sciences

overall

Terri Poirier, PharmD, MPH, FASHP,
FCCP, Professor, Department of
Pharmacy Practice, Senior Scholar in
the School of Pharmacy
17 years of service

Northern: 14%

95.6%
3.58
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NAPLEX pass rate
for first-time test-takers
(2009-2020 average)

Central: 30%

Garth Reynolds, BSPharm, Adjunct
Clinical Assistant Professor,
Department of Pharmacy Practice

Matriculation average
cumulative GPA

Fred Gattas, PharmD, BCPS, Clinical
Assistant Professor, Department of
Pharmacy Practice
13 years of service

(Class of 2025)

3.51

Pre-pharmacy
average GPA

3.43

Pre-pharmacy average
math and science GPA

Southern: 55%

Faculty Promotions
McKenzie Ferguson, PharmD,
Professor, Department of Pharmacy
Practice

K. Scott Gronowski, RPh, JD, Clinical Assistant Professor,
Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences
13 years of service
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Christian Watts Makes the
Most of Pharmacy Learning
and Experiences
Christian Watts is grateful for the opportunities,
experience and success he has achieved during his
academic career at the School of Pharmacy. The P4
student encourages other Black, Indigenous and People
of Color (BIPOC) to consider a pharmacy career, and for
those already interested in the field — to affectionately
pursue it.  
“Choosing a career in pharmacy has come with
experiences such as being the only Black face in a lot
of spaces,” said Watts, also a healthcare informatics
graduate student. “There may not be a lot of students
who look like me in this field, but other Blacks should
embrace it and become part of the change they want
to see. Never let the lack of diversity stop you from
pursuing your dreams. Be the first, if you have to be.”

“Success as a pharmacist is leading
your patients to optimal health and
continuously educating yourself as
a lifelong learner. When I become a
pharmacist, I will also find success in
creating ways to get more people of color
interested in the field of pharmacy.”
Christian Watts, P4 Student, St. Louis

Watts is president of the SIUE chapter of the Student
National Pharmaceutical Association (SNPhA), where
he is also on the Ambassador’s Cabinet of the National
Change Create Transformation Foundation. He also
is a mentor and student advisor in the School’s
Ambassadors of Student Services Exemplifying
Togetherness (ASSET) program.
“The beginning of my exposure to pharmacy occurred
when I attended SIUE’s Healthcare Diversity Camp,” said
Watts. “The camp informed me of several careers offered
within the pharmacy field. Specifically, Dr. Lakesha
Butler, former president of the National Pharmaceutical
Association, is the reason the Healthcare Diversity
Camp is available and the reason I found my passion
in pharmacy.”
Upon entering the School, Watts worked at SHOP ’n
SAVE Pharmacy for three years. He served as an intern
with SIUE Robert J. Noyce Science and Math Scholarship
Program funded by the National Science Foundation,
which granted his first teaching experience in the
classroom.
These experiences helped Watts discover his passion
for working as a graduate-level professor with a
specialty in pharmacy informatics. Meanwhile, as the
world continues to grapple with a pandemic, Watts is
encouraged and motivated to serve communities in need.
“Patients need us now more than ever before,” he
said. “Pharmacists are not just knowledgeable about
medications. We have expertise in disease states as well.
Physician access can be limited, and pharmacists can
serve as a valuable resource for patients.”
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Increasing Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Since the School of Pharmacy’s inception, its core
values of diversity and inclusion have been cornerstones
of numerous initiatives and included in the School’s
strategic plans. The School’s newly formed Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion (DEI) committee is focused on
acting upon these values. Led by Director of DEI Lakesha
Butler, PharmD, clinical professor of pharmacy practice,
the DEI committee includes pharmacy faculty, staff
and students.
“A commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion is the
responsibility of all faculty, staff and students,” said
Butler. “Initiatives throughout the School are in effect to
put these values into action.”

Excellence Award and a Walgreens Multilingual
Scholarship, as well as the enhancement of pipeline
programs targeted at increasing enrollment of
diverse students.
Walgreens has been a steady supporter of the School’s
scholarship program since its inception. This additional
funding enhances the School’s strong commitment to
diversity and inclusion by contributing to increased
student support, educational programming, curriculum
development and community outreach.

• Recruitment and retention of racially diverse
students

“Throughout my pharmacy school journey,
I have noticed the many disparities that plague
the healthcare system. I want to contribute by
fighting against these and creating better health
outcomes for all.”

• Faculty/staff development

Aaliyah Dent, P4 Student, East St. Louis, Ill.

Highlights of recent DEI implementation include:
• Curricular integration of DEI

• Community engagement
• Events
• SIUE Summer Diversity Healthcare Camp
• Connecting with campus resources

An $8,000 Walgreens Diversity Donation has enabled the
School to expand efforts to increase student diversity. The
funding supports a Walgreens Diversity and Inclusion

“Continuing to diversify our student body is of
importance and is a key goal of our current diversity and
inclusion strategic plan,” said Butler. “However, diversity
is just one piece of the puzzle. We have to pursue
equity for our students by addressing barriers such as
socioeconomic limitations that may hinder their path
toward becoming a pharmacist.”

School Honors Black History Month

In honor of Black History Month, the School featured several outstanding Black students on its Facebook page. Each of
the highlighted students shared their career goals, along with their thoughts on Black History Month and information
about an influential Black history figure they admired.
“As we continue to strive for equity and equality, it is always important to remember the heroes of the past who paved
the way for our new generation of African American leaders,” said Michael Burris, P4 student, Richton Park, Ill. “Our
historical contributions are often underrepresented in traditional history courses, and Black History Month provides
African Americans with an annual moment to educate the populace about the stories of our ancestors, our vibrant
culture, civil rights leaders, and various prominent figures who made a significant impact on society.”  
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Sarnot Selected for Prestigious Internship Program
P2 student Khushali Sarnot was accepted into the American Society of Health-System
Pharmacists’ (ASHP) prestigious Summer Internship program.

“This internship focused on building leadership skills that will be useful in my
professional career. I also had the opportunity to work closely with several key
ASHP staff members for both professional development and networking.”
Khushali Sarnot, P2 Student, Manchester, Mo.

“Pharmacy has provided me with a very
well-rounded and fulfilling career. As a
profession, pharmacy has given me the
opportunity to use my knowledge and love
of the sciences and clinical skills to serve
the communities and patients I know
and love.”
Cody Sandusky, PharmD, Director of Pharmacy,
Harrisburg Medical Center

Alumni Hall of Fame Inducts Sandusky as Inaugural Pharmacy Alum
The School of Pharmacy is pleased to recognize Cody
Sandusky, PharmD, as the first pharmacy inductee to
SIUE’s Alumni Hall of Fame.
Sandusky graduated from SIUE with a Doctor of
Pharmacy in 2012. Currently, he serves as president
of the Illinois Pharmacists Association (IPhA) and
director of pharmacy at Harrisburg Medical Center. In
addition to these roles, Sandusky serves on the American
Pharmacists Association (APhA) House of Delegates,
Harrisburg Medical Center Foundation Board of Directors
and One Shawnee Tourism Collaboration Task Force.
“To be honest, I was quite shocked to receive this
recognition,” said Sandusky. “Even though we are still
a relatively new pharmacy school, we’ve produced
a number of successful alumni, many of whom are
deserving of this recognition. After the initial shock wore
off, I felt incredibly grateful to my family, educators and
mentors who have invested so much into my education
and life. To be chosen as the first pharmacy alum
inducted into the Hall of Fame is humbling and truly
an honor.”
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Sandusky’s career has spanned across multiple arenas of
pharmacy, including chain and independent community
pharmacy, pharmaceutical industry consulting, and
health-systems pharmacy. He has been a featured guest
speaker for and has developed guidance statements for
the American Society of Health-Systems Pharmacists
(APhA). Sandusky is recognized by the APhA for
excellence in COVID vaccine education and promotion.
“My first interest in pharmacy began as a kid, riding
my bike to our local drugstore after school for a candy
bar and a Coke,” shared Sandusky. “My time hanging
out at the pharmacy gradually turned into an interest
in pharmacy. As my studies progressed, I became more
interested in chemistry, which fit nicely with this
growing interest.
“Pharmacy has since become ingrained in my life.
It’s given me opportunities to become involved in
government policy and decision-making through my
involvement with the Illinois Pharmacists Association.
Every day, no matter whether I’m at work or halfway
across the world, some aspect of my life circles back
to pharmacy.”

The ASHP Summer Internship, held virtually this year, is a 10-week training program designed to provide pharmacy
students with an opportunity to gain association experience in membership development and membership marketing
at the national association level. To apply, students must be enrolled in a full-time Accreditation Council for Pharmacy
Education (ACPE)-accredited doctor of pharmacy program, be in good academic standing and have an active
membership with ASHP.

Ingold Selected for Inaugural Leadership Academy
As a P4 student, Kristen Ingold, PharmD ’21, of Freeburg, Ill., was selected as one of
22 participants for the inaugural Phi Lambda Sigma (PLS) Leader Academy. She was
chosen from a pool of nearly 80 applicants nationally.  
The intensive leadership training program included bi-monthly cohort meetings and
individual coaching sessions in order for participants to develop an awareness of self
and others to become a leader worth following. The sessions ran from October 2020
to May 2021.
Ingold collaborated with the officers of SIUE’s PLS chapter to form a leadership
mini-series. “We pulled from the core skills and competencies that I learned in the
academy,” she said. “Each skill became its own discussion topic for our current PLS
chapter members and new inductees.”

Class of 2020 School of Pharmacy Scholarship
The Class of 2020 School of Pharmacy Scholarship
will offer an annual $500 scholarship for a current
pharmacy student with demonstrated leadership
and the ability to influence others to advance a
goal. Once the scholarship fund reaches $25,000, it
will become an endowed scholarship.
Currently, $11,663 has been donated to this
scholarship fund, with $10,000 raised by class
fundraisers. Although the School’s graduating class
of 2020 was not able to celebrate with a class party,
this scholarship fund will provide a lasting legacy
impacting future pharmacy students.

Terri Poirier, PharmD, recently retired Senior Scholar and professor of pharmacy practice, has pledged
to match individual donations up to $2,020 per year for the next five years. This means gifts of $25,
$50 or $100 will be doubled and have the impact of $50, $100 or $200. Gifts can be made online
at siue.edu/give-now/pharmacy.
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Gable Named Director of Well-Being and Resilience
Anxiety disorders, major depressive episodes and posttraumatic stress disorder are among
the most prevalent mental illnesses experienced by tens of millions of adults and youth in
the United States annually, according to the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI). The
School of Pharmacy is among the few schools of pharmacy nationwide to have developed a
leadership position with mental health as top priority.
Kelly Gable, PharmD, BCPP, professor in the Department of Pharmacy Practice, was named
director of Well-Being and Resilience in September. In this role, she serves as the key leader
for strategy, policy and practice related to matters of mental health and wellness, while
fostering a healthy climate for faculty, staff and students.
“I genuinely care about the well-being of my colleagues and our students,” said Gable, a psychiatric pharmacist and
educator whose career is grounded in the behavioral health field. “Our direct and purposeful focus on the promotion
of their well-being is what will continue to ensure that our School is successful and nationally renowned.”

Jennifer Arnoldi Appointed ICHP President
The Illinois Council of Health-System Pharmacists (ICHP) has named Jennifer Arnoldi,
PharmD, BCPS, clinical associate professor in the Department of Pharmacy Practice, as their
2020-21 president. ICHP is a statewide professional organization whose members include
pharmacists, pharmacy technicians, pharmacy students, and other pharmacy professionals
who serve as members of healthcare teams in Illinois’ hospitals and health systems.
“Serving as president of ICHP is a chance for me to serve the profession in a different way
than in my day-to-day job,” said Arnoldi. “This opportunity allows me to connect with
pharmacy professionals throughout the state and learn from everyone’s experiences.”
As president, Arnoldi leads ICHP in strategic planning, presides over quarterly board of directors meetings and
promotes pharmacy within the state. She has volunteered for the organization since becoming a licensed pharmacist
in Illinois in 2007, and has previously served as the organization’s new practitioners network chair, central region
director, secretary and president-elect.
“I hope our students, alumni, preceptors, faculty and staff all understand the importance of getting involved, especially
at the local and state level,” shared Arnoldi. “It is more important than ever that we advocate for ourselves and our
profession. We have made important gains via our impact during the COVID-19 pandemic, and it’s up to us to sustain
this momentum and seek much-needed change to support pharmacists and pharmacy technicians.”

Newman Sells Art to Benefit Her Students
Motivated by her love of art and hard-working School of Pharmacy students,
Clinical Associate Professor Kate Newman, PharmD, donated $5,000 to the
School after selling 52 of her paintings on Facebook. Her goal was to raise
$1,500 for student scholarships—all of her paintings and an additional 11
custom house portrait commissions sold in less than 24 hours.
Dean Mark Luer, PharmD, FCCP, called the scholarship gifts remarkable
investments in students, the School and the University. “Dr. Newman was
able to channel her passion for art into her passion for supporting students, all
while others were able to gain a piece of her heart,” Luer said. “Everyone wins
in this remarkable scenario.”
“We have the very best students in the School of Pharmacy,” Newman said.
“They are hardworking in the classroom and outside of it, too. They are
incredibly giving, always organizing events and volunteering their time. I know
how vital scholarships can be for students, and I was happy to find a way to
support them!”
Newman is director of experiential education and teaches in the Department of
Pharmacy Practice.

Butler Advocates Nationally
By addressing the history of racism in America and the
current-day practices that perpetuate it, pharmacists
throughout the nation hope to create a healthcare system
that is safe and equitable for all. This work is the life
mission of Lakesha Butler, PharmD, director of diversity,
equity and inclusion and clinical professor in the
Department of Pharmacy Practice.
Pharmacists vow to devote themselves to a lifetime of
service to others by considering the welfare of humanity
and the relief of suffering. However, some communities
continue to disproportionately suffer. “The social
determinants of health—a set of six environmental
conditions—have a profound impact on death rates and
life expectancy for everything from cancer to COVID-19,”
explained Butler.
While presenting at the Hematology/Oncology
Pharmacy Association’s 17th annual conference as the
keynote speaker, Butler described these six conditions
as economic stability, access to a quality education,
access to quality healthcare and neighborhoods, social
and community contexts such as discrimination, and
access to healthy food. During her lecture, she explained
how structural racism is perpetuated by individual and
institutional biases, behaviors and policies.
“There is much work to be done, and we need the
masses to move from being bystanders to active allies and
accomplices in order for this work to be executed and
sustained,” shared Butler. “An ally is a disrupter and an
educator. We all must first look inward at our own beliefs,
biases and socialization and disrupt oppressive behaviors
and ideologies.”
Over the past year, Butler has spoken nationally on
vaccine hesitancy and confidence, COVID-19 and health
inequities, social determinants of health, pursuit of equity

of justice in healthcare, systemic and structural racism
in pharmacy and healthcare, implicit bias, and cultural
humility. Other organizations she has virtually presented
to during this time include the Society of Infectious
Disease Pharmacists, American Association of Colleges
of Pharmacy (AACP), American Pharmacists Association
(APhA), and American Society of Health-System
Pharmacists.

“This work is necessary. It is a responsibility
I not only owe to my ancestors who fought
for where we are today, but also for future
generations to come. Inequities have been a
habitual routine in this country that must be
broken. I am committed to being a part of the
solution and developing a coalition of change
agents.”
Lakesha Butler, PharmD, Director of Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion and Clinical Professor, Department of Pharmacy
Practice
To further this work, Butler currently serves on the
AACP’s Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Antiracism
Advisory Panel, the AACP/APhA Oath of Pharmacist
Joint Steering Committee, and the National Medical
Association COVID-19 Vaccine and Therapeutics Task
Force. Previously, she led a collaboration of 14 national
pharmacy organizations in taking action against racial
injustices in pharmacy during her tenure as president of
the National Pharmaceutical Association.
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Specialization in Medicinal Chemistry

Graduate Students Advancing Pharmaceutical Sciences Research

The new medicinal chemistry specialization within
the pharmacology and neuroscience cooperative PhD
program launched in fall 2021.

The School of Pharmacy is the only school in Illinois and the St. Louis metropolitan region to offer a master’s in
pharmaceutical sciences. Although still a young program, students have already had a significant impact in advancing
research productivity in the School. As evidenced by the titles of the theses from recent graduates, the breadth of
topics encompasses the pharmaceutical sciences and include pharmaceutics, pharmacology and medicinal chemistry.

The medicinal chemistry specialization is offered in
collaboration with the Department of Pharmacology
at the SIU School of Medicine. It prepares students for
the complex and multidisciplinary approach needed for
discovery of the next generation of therapeutics to fight
acute and chronic disease.
“Anyone with a passion for research, and who is driven
to make an impact through a career in drug discovery or
other areas of pharmaceutical sciences in both industry
and academia, should consider pursuing this new
track,” said Joseph Schober, PhD, director of graduate
programs and professor in the Department of
Pharmaceutical Sciences.
“This collaboration brings together experts in medicinal
chemistry with regional leaders in neuroscience and
pharmacology for creation of a degree opportunity that
meets the demands of a fast-moving biotechnology
field,” he added. “This new specialization will further
strengthen current teaching and research collaborations
with the Department of Pharmacology.”
Advanced courses reach across disciplines, including
rational drug design, organic and analytical chemistry,
molecular pharmacology and applied biostatistics. With
a degree in pharmacology and neuroscience, students
can pursue careers in drug design and discovery,

pharmacodynamic, and translational research in both
industry and academic settings.
Olivia Slater is the first student to enroll in the medicinal
chemistry PhD program. A two-time alumna, she
earned a bachelor’s in chemistry and a master’s in
pharmaceutical sciences from SIUE.
“I chose to pursue a PhD in medicinal chemistry because
I wanted to continue working under the direction of
my mentor, Dr. Maria Kontoyianni,” Slater said. “While
working on my master’s, she pushed me to think critically
and work hard, and helped me realize my potential as
a scientist.”
“I have witnessed a spirit in Olivia reflective of a focused
individual who takes initiatives, and in a thorough
fashion decides on the best techniques to achieve
research goals,’’ said Kontoyianni, PhD, professor in the
Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences. “It has been
rewarding to watch her grow, develop critical thinking,
expand her computational skills and acquire the mindset
to explore translational research.”
Slater plans to complete a post-doctoral fellowship to
broaden her skill set once she has completed her
doctoral program.
To learn more about the pharmacology and neuroscience
cooperative PhD program with a medicinal chemistry
specialization, visit siue.edu/pharmacology-neuroscience.

Graduate Student

Thesis Title

Thesis Advisor

Olivia Slater

Annotating Orphan Lipid A Mimetics and
Assessing LPS Receptor

Maria Kontoyianni, PhD

Khush Nahar Srabony

Synthesis and Structure-Activity Studies
of 3,4,5-Trisubstituted -1,2,4- Triazoles as
Somatostatin Subtype -4-Agonists

Bill Neumann, PhD

Nathan Scott

Isolation and Characterization of Primary Mouse
Microglial Cells and Their Modulation by NNC
26-9100

Joe Schober, PhD

NFN Shaluah Vijeth

Regional Brain Impact of Somatostatin Receptor
Subtype-4 on Microglia in 3xTg Mice with
Inflammatory Challenge

Ken Witt, PhD

Akshay Radhakrishna
Salegaonkar

Effects of Dapagliflozin on Insulin-Glucose
Homeostasis in Type 1 Diabetic Rats

Guim Kown, PhD

Bachelor’s in Chemistry with Specialization in
Pharmaceutical Chemistry
Prior to this fall, School of Pharmacy students who had fulfilled almost all the
requirements for a bachelor’s in chemistry had no clear pathway to earning the degree.
“Inquiries from PharmD students seeking to earn both a bachelor’s in chemistry
and a PharmD prompted the School of Pharmacy and the Department of Chemistry
to undertake a serious investigation of the potential for a new pharmaceutical
chemistry specialization, which has now come to fruition,” said Michael Shaw, PhD,
Distinguished Research Professor in the College of Arts and Sciences’ Department
of Chemistry.
The collaboration between the two disciplines resulted in a new bachelor’s in chemistry
with a specialization in pharmaceutical chemistry. The extra qualification opens
possible employment opportunities beyond the traditional pharmacy path.

“In addition to increasing our students’ marketability in
the pharmaceutical industry, the PharmD plus bachelor’s in
chemistry with a pharmaceutical chemistry specialization
program could prepare students to pursue additional
training and graduate degrees, such as a master’s or PhD
in chemistry.”
Jingyang Fan, PharmD, BCPS, Clinical Associate Professor, Assistant Dean
For Academic Affairs
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Students Gain Real-World
Pharmacy Experience in Clinical
Skills Lab
The School of Pharmacy’s accrediting body requires
curriculum providing students opportunities to develop,
practice and demonstrate mastery of pharmacy skills.
To meet this need, the School established a required
clinical skills lab in 2017, allowing students to apply their
pharmacy knowledge to real-world applications relevant
to the ideas they learn each year in the classroom.

Trauma-Informed Care Curriculum
Trauma, such as what is sustained from violence, poverty and xenophobia, can be crippling. Specifically, the sustained
and adverse effects of racism and COVID-19 have proven to be traumatizing on health outcomes for individuals,
communities and systems.
In order to better care for patients grappling with pain and suffering, the School of Pharmacy is incorporating TraumaInformed Care (TIC) and anti-racism education into its pharmacy instruction, according to Lakesha Butler, PharmD,
clinical professor and director of diversity, equity and inclusion.
“It is critical for pharmacists and future pharmacists to be equipped with the knowledge and skills to provide care with
an understanding of how trauma, specifically racial trauma, significantly impacts our communities and patients,” said
Butler. “These topics are not traditionally taught in the pharmacy curriculum. However, we are forging a path in line
with our diversity and inclusion strategic plan that can be a model for other healthcare programs and institutions.”
Butler, along with Kelly Gable, PharmD, BCPP, professor and director of well-being and resilience, and Allie Herman,
P4 student and PharmD candidate, created a grant proposal that included the development of the pilot TIC program.
Student organizations, including the College of Psychiatric and Neurologic Pharmacists (CPNP) and the Student
National Pharmaceutical Association (SNPhA), participated in the pilot program.
The School is working with Alive and Well Communities, a Missouri-based nonprofit organization that provides a
range of training and consulting services to help communities and organizations move through the stages of change
and activate them to address the trauma experienced by their residents. Gable, faculty co-advisor for the CPNP SIUE
student chapter, serves as an ambassador for Alive and Well Communities.

“It is imperative that we engage our students, faculty and staff in meaningful conversations
surrounding the ongoing trauma of systemic racism in our healthcare system and country.”
Kelly Gable, PharmD, BCPP, Professor, Director of Well-Being and Resilience

Within the lab, students practice skills related to the
Pharmacists’ Patient Care Process. These steps have
overarching themes of collaboration, communication and
documentation.
Students are assessed on the following skills:
• Patient safety
• Basic patient assessment
• Medication information
• Identifying and assessing drug-related problems
• Mathematics
• Ethical, professional and legal behavior
• Communication
• Patient education
• Drug information analysis and literature evaluation
• Health and wellness in public health
• Insurance/prescription drug coverage

Justin Shiau, 2022 PharmD candidate, appreciates the
hands-on experiences that 3 years of clinical skill labs
have provided him. “The clinical skills labs offer the
application aspect of many of the materials and concepts

that are gained throughout the core classes,” he said.
“It’s often difficult for students to truly learn the material
when they don’t use the material and apply it to a patient
scenario. The clinical skills labs serve as that connection
between the concepts we learn in our core classes and
what is actually being practiced by licensed pharmacists
on the job.”
“Students appreciate having hands-on experiences
in the skills lab to help prepare them for becoming
pharmacists,” shared Stephanie Hunziker, PharmD,
clinical assistant professor and clinical skills coordinator
in the Department of Pharmacy Practice. “Many have
stated they use the skills learned and practiced at their
pharmacy jobs and during experiential learning. The
skills lab courses continue to grow and evolve with the
pharmacy profession, incorporating innovative learning
activities to ensure our students stand out from their
peers in the pharmacy community.”

“The issues discussed during the TIC sessions led to a great realization that I teach incorrectly about risk and race,”
said Lisa Lubsch, PharmD, clinical professor. “I plan to restructure the content of all of my materials for the students
with a better understanding about race.”

“In the clinical skill labs, students are able to apply their knowledge in activities
that reflect real-life practices. Through hands-on practice and application,
students can integrate concepts and knowledge from other courses while retaining
knowledge better.”

“This pilot program offered a much-needed opportunity for our School to focus on anti-racism actions within our
community that will have a direct impact on the trauma-informed care we provide to patients,” said Gable.

Jingyang Fan, pharmD, Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs and Clinical Associate Professor, Department of
Pharmacy Practice

The School hosted four virtual TIC trainings during the 2020-21 academic year that focused on community trauma,
systemic racism, and anti-racism action and advocacy.
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“It is important for our pharmacy students to be able to
apply their knowledge while having the necessary skills
to provide optimal patient care,” explained Jingyang Fan,
pharmD, assistant dean for academic affairs and clinical
associate professor in the Department of Pharmacy
Practice. “Within these labs, students practice skills
learned in other courses, integrate material from all
disciplines, and demonstrate their mastery of skills in
performance-based assessments.”
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Free Clinic for Chinese-Speaking Patients

Thank You for Giving

Free healthcare and education were provided to Chinese-speaking
patients through a collaboration between the School of Pharmacy
Student National Pharmaceutical Association (SNPhA) and the Saint
Louis University School of Medicine.

Your gifts directly impact student lives and community health. As you invest in our
School, the students and faculty feel your support. Your generosity to the School of
Pharmacy helps us provide innovative programs, groundbreaking research, and a worldclass education.

SNPhA students helped provide services at a monthly Chinese Clinic
from August 2020-May 2021 at the St. Louis Modern Chinese School in
Richmond Heights, Mo. The School has participated in the free Chinese
Clinic since 2017.

Please come visit or reach out if you have ideas or questions. As we move forward, a few
areas we need help with include expanding scholarships and recommending the School
to prospective students.

“The goal is to assist Chinese-speaking patients, especially underserved
patients who have no insurance coverage in the U.S.,” said Jingyang
Fan, PharmD, assistant dean of academic affairs and clinical associate
professor in the Department of Pharmacy Practice. “Oftentimes, these
patients are visiting their families in the U.S., and they need healthcare
and refills on their chronic medications.”
Patients saw a team of medical and pharmacy students who collected their medical and medication history, along with
their primary reason for coming to the clinic, and performed blood pressure screenings. If the attending physician
prescribed medications, pharmacy students helped call pharmacies and educate patients.

“I enjoyed the ability to work as a team with the medical students, and the ability to take the lead
while presenting the case regarding drug therapy and possible adverse events.”
Tatsiana Maksimenka, P3 student, Novogrudok, Belarus
“The Chinese Clinic was a wonderful experience for interprofessional practice for both the medical and pharmacy
students, and also a chance to provide patient care in the real world,” Fan said.
“This type of co-curricular event and community partnership provides such an impactful experience for our pharmacy
students to interface with diverse communities, which further enhances their learning and personal and professional
development,” said Lakesha Butler, PharmD, BCPS, clinical professor in the Department of Pharmacy Practice, and
director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion.

Faculty Experts Dispel COVID-19 Vaccine Myths
As the COVID-19 vaccine rolled out nationwide, misinformation left individuals confused
and concerned about its administration. School of Pharmacy faculty experts worked to
dispel common myths and ease concerns.

“Pharmacists are a trusted source of information and
vaccine education.”
Miranda Wilhelm, PharmD, Clinical Professor, Department of Pharmacy Practice
“Information about the vaccines was coming out daily, making it difficult for individuals
to stay up-to-date,” said Miranda Wilhelm, PharmD, clinical professor in the Department
of Pharmacy Practice. “It is important to know which sources can be trusted and debunk
myths that are circulating.”
Wilhelm and Jennifer Rosselli, PharmD, clinical associate professor and clinical pharmacist
at SIHF Healthcare, collaborated with University Marketing and Communications to
disseminate myth-busting information through traditional and social media outlets.
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Thank you again for your support. You can contact me at staylaa@siue.edu or
618-650-5154. For your convenience, gifts can be designated to the School of Pharmacy
at siue.edu/give-now/pharmacy.
Shane Taylor
Director of Development

SIUE School of Pharmacy, Pharmacy Advisory Board
In 2019 the Pharmacy Advisory Board set a goal to raise $25,000 for a new endowed scholarship. In April 2021 the
board reached their goal, and now an annual $1,000 scholarship will be awarded. Thank you!
Chair: Heather Fitzgerald, Healthcare Specialty Supervisor, Walgreens, Springfield, Ill.          
Vice Chair: Paul Abert, Market President- Madison County, Bank of BellevIlle – BellevIlle, Ill.     
Immediate Past Chair: Steven Peipert, Owner, Brighton Pharmacy, Brighton, Ill.    
Secretary: Lakesha Butler, Professor, Pharmacy Practice, SIUE School of Pharmacy  
Members:
Aneesh Asokan, Student, SIUE School of Pharmacy
Julie Bickers, Healthcare Supervisor, Walgreens, Earth City, Mo.  
Ryan Birk, PharmD’ 13, Director of Pharmacy, Memorial Regional Health Services with BJC Healthcare-Memorial
Hospitals, BellevIlle, Ill.   
David Braasch, President and CEO, Alton Memorial Hospital, Alton, Ill.  
Elizabeth Cardello, Senior Director, Business Development, CORE Higher Education Group, Geneva, Ill.
Chris Crank, Executive Vice President, Illinois CouncIl of Health System Pharmacists, Loves Park, Ill.  
Dawn Dankenbring, PharmD’11, Director of Pharmacy, HSHS St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, O’Fallon, Ill.
Alex Dow, Pharmacy Manager, CVS Health, Arnold, Mo.  
Brian Doty, Vice President, Research and Development, Mallinckrodt, Hazelwood, Mo.  
Dan Fieker, Owner, Family Care Pharmacy, Highland, Ill.   
Brett Gilliland, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Visionary Wealth Partners, Edwardsville
John Gloss, Retired Administrator, Shriner’s Hospitals for Children, St. Louis
Mike Lloyd, Director, Medical Outcomes Specialist, Pfizer, Inc., Maryville, Ill.   
Demi Olurunda, Student, SIUE School of Pharmacy
Scott Meyers, Executive Vice President, Illinois CouncIl of Health System Pharmacists, Loves Park, Ill.
Garth Reynolds, Executive Director, Illinois Pharmacists Association, Springfield, Ill.   
Bobby Sandage, Jr., PhD, President and CEO, Euclises Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Creve Coeur, Mo.
J. Cody Sandusky, PharmD ’12, Director of Pharmacy, Harrisburg Medical Center, Harrisburg, Ill.  
Joe Schober, Professor, Pharmaceutical Sciences, SIUE School of Pharmacy   
Chris Smith, President, Smith FamIly Holdings, Springfield, Ill.    
Mike Thomas, Lifestyle Pharmacist and Health Coach, WLS Coaching, Springfield, Ill.
Noah Tennyson, District Leader, CVS Health, St. Louis
Travis Willeford, PharmD ’09, Staff Pharmacist, CVS Caremark Corporation, Springfield, Ill.   
Harry Zollars, PharmD ’13, Owner, MaryvIlle Pharmacy, Maryville, Ill.  
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Ferguson MC. Analgesic,
Anesthetic, and Addiction
Clinical Trial Translations,
Innovations, Opportunities, and
Networks (ACTTION) Contract
for work on systematic review
on registered studies for opioid
use disorder (Co-Author),
$7500.
Ferguson MC. Analgesic,
Anesthetic, and Addiction
Clinical Trial Translations,
Innovations, Opportunities, and
Networks (ACTTION) Contract
for work on systematic review
on patient preferences related
to study design for pain and
psychiatric conditions Work
to be presented at ACTTION
meeting (Washington D.C.) in
2021. $7500.
Herndon CM. Illinois
Prescription Drug Monitoring
Program (Subaward from
US Department of Justice).
Validation of a controlled
substance prescriber reference
score, BJA-2020-17754
(2019-PM-BX-0016), $60,000.
Herndon CM. Illinois
Prescription Drug Monitoring
Program (Subaward from
US Department of Justice).
Development of Educational
Programming for Appropriate
Opioid Prescribing, $142,000.
Herndon CM. Class of 2022
Community Service Project
“Antimicrobial Awareness
Alliance” funded through the
Meridian Society, $5000.
Wooley A. Chronic Disease
Medication Therapy
Management. Illinois Primary
Health Care Association
Mini-Grant through CDC-RFADP1815PPHF18, $818.

Extramural Grants and
Contracts Received
Arnoldi J, Newman K.
Developing an Excellent Mentor
Pool, SIUE Graduate School,
$6564.
Ferguson MC. Analgesic,
Anesthetic, and Addiction
Clinical Trial Translations,
Innovations, Opportunities, and
Networks (ACTTION) Contract
for work on systematic review
on pragmatic studies for pain
treatments. (Co-Author), Work
to be presented at ACTTION
meeting (Washington, D.C.in
2020. $7500.
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Graduates Excel Nationally
2021 Graduates ranked #1 nationally
on Pharmacy Curriculum Outcomes
Assessment*
The average overall score for 78 students in
the Class of 2021 was the highest among
14,110 students from 142 schools and
colleges of pharmacy nationwide.
*PCOA is administered to third-years students to measure
knowledge base and readiness for fourth-year experiential
rotations

2020 average board pass rate
on North American Pharmacist
Licensure Exam**
School of Pharmacy 94.87%
National 88.43%
State 85.34%
2020 pass-rate places the School in the
top 25 of 139 pharmacy schools in
the country
2009-2020 cumulative pass-rates place
the School as No. 1 among the eight
pharmacy programs in Illinois and
Missouri

SIUE is proud to support responsible
use of forest resources.
Printed by authority of the State of Illinois, 10/21, 1,950, 22070027

**NAPLEX is a requisite component of the licensing
process for pharmacists in the U.S.

