
MINUTES OF THE STUDENT SENATE 
SOUTHERN ILLINIOS UNIVERSITY EDWARDSVILLE 

Zoom Meeting 
Monday, August 31, 2020- 6:00 p.m. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The Student Senate of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville convened on August 31, 2020, 
via zoom call. Vice President Akpan called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Vice President Akpan, Senator Aslin, Senator Beck, Senator Brimm, Senator 
Burnett, Senator Childerson, Senator Goren, Senator Ho, Senator Jackson, Senator Jones, 
Senator Krager, Senator Morkin, Senator Obert, Senator O’Dell, Senator Perry, Senator Pruitt, 
Senator Randolph, Senator Schurman, Senator Sheahan, Senator Shiau, Senator Wheeler and 
Senator Wensing. 
Members Absent: Senator Hawkins 
Quorum was established with 21 voting members present. 
Others Present: President Walters, Student Trustee Graham, Financial Officer Dreppard, Internal 
Affairs Officer Lutz, External Affairs Officer Kyle, Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard, 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan, Student Diversity Officer Mckenzie, MUC Director Karnes, 
Office Support Specialist Ermer 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of April 29, 2020 meeting were approved by motion and 2nd 

IV. GUEST SPEAKERS 
Director Health Services Raine Greenwalt: Spoke about health services, mentioned that the 
number to call for both Counseling services and Health services is the same so students can call 
one number for all their needs.  Health services has been on the ground through all of this 
situation with all staff available on a daily basis.  Some changes no walk ins, but students call and 
are seen the same day.  Students experiencing COVID like symptoms we encourage them to do a 
virtual doctor’s assessment first – if they are found to be exhibiting COVID symptoms they are 
referred to a testing site depending on their insurance status – if students symptoms are found 
not to be COVID will come in for other testing, i.e. strep.  August 24th a screening process has 
been established for COVID testing for those university people who are not exhibiting 
symptoms.  The location for this screen in located in the MUC on the lower level where the hair 
solon use to be.  The office is still offering woman’s health and the pharmacy is still functioning 
and for students who may forget a mask when they get on campus they can stop in for a free 
mask.  All on ground services are still offered but a temp. check and the COVID questions are 
administered prior to the appointment.  Q&A:  Organization Relations Officer Akpan asked: How 
long are results taking for COVID testing? Depends on why you are getting tests, symptoms or 
close contact concerns those are given priority.  Also the volume of test being done daily will 
also impact how long it will take – usually testing because of symptoms it would be 2-3 days 
whereas if no symptoms could be a week.  Senator Schurman asked: Is health services currently 
offering anti-body test for COVID? Currently the anti-body test has not been passed by the FDA 
currently, possibly if you are thinking you have the anti-bodies that maybe through your primary 
care physician since this is not a standardized test currently in labs.  Diversity Officer Mckenzie 



asked: Is there a running total of cases?  So right now we are providing current active, if you 
wanted a communitive total you could add them up but since this wouldn’t show the number of 
recovered cases, should focus on the numbers from the last two weeks would what would be 
active on campus.  Looking at adding an additional column with past communitive and a 
recovery rate.  Senator Perry asked: Is there any transportation option for students on campus 
who don’t have a means to get to a testing site and for students without insurance?  The COVID 
website lists all of the testing sites that are at no additional charge.  Dr. Waple added that 
Health Services is seeing students for screenings at no charge this was confirmed by Raine.  
Senator Wheeler asked: In terms of the screening is that the temp check and COVID questions 
not a test where they get a result?  No, screening and testing are the exact same test, it is called 
screening because there no medical diagnostic to it – i.e. a doctor has not stated that they need 
tested.  Senator Aslin asked: Just wondering if there is a long wait list for students to get 
screened?  So far since we opened last Monday we have not had any wait – M-Th on 
Edwardsville site, F – Alton and East St Louis.  Openings everyday.  Student Trustee Graham 
asked: Asking about communitive total – is the column you are trying to add like the column 
Madison Cty has listed?  Yes  Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard asked: If someone 
associated with SIUE required to report that they have been tested?  Any person associated with 
SIUE is asked to not come to campus if they test positive or close contact, also it is possible for 
someone not to report but COVID is a disease that is mandated to be reported by the health 
department  so through many different avenues health services find out eventually when 
someone is positive or close contact – all of this information is confidential data. 
Counselor for Counseling Services Lisa Thompson-Gibson: Spoke about the counseling services 
available through our University, individual assessment and therapy has been going on 
throughout the covid 19 situation, soon group session will be starting soon – people can go to 
counseling website to see what these groups are and how to get involved with them.  A couple 
of outreach programs that are coming FreshCheck Day – 2018 and 2019 this was offered in 
person and will be offered September 9, 2020 virtually 1-2 pm and will be recorded for viewing 
afterwards.  September 10, Suicide Prevention Counseling – reach out to Cindy in Educational 
Outreach to register.  Counseling services can be found on their website on the Emergency tab.   
Students being seen virtually, and the office is open for crisis coverage 8 am to noon and 1 – 
4:30 M thru F.  Training for SG or other groups is available from Counseling services.  Contact 
info: lithomp@siue.edu  -- Q&A: President Walters Asked: Are students using the virtual 
meeting option?  Yes, all the services are being used at this time.  Senator Aslin Asked: is there a 
limit for number of session students can do?  Work out the details for each individual – the 
counseling services is a short-term treatment site.  Internal Affairs Officer Lutz asked: Does 
counseling services take insurance?  No. Senator Sheahan asked: What is available for 
commuting students? Teletherapy is the platform being used – if the student doesn’t have the 
private space needed to do this, they are then referred to therapist in the community.   Senator 
Aslin asked: What are the current wait times?  No wait times currently – if someone calls on a 
say a Monday they should be in to see someone within the week. 
Vice Chancellor Waple: How things are the same but different this year for all of our activities 
that we usually do – do the Blizzard giveaway with coupons for blizzards rather than actual ice 
cream, Sorority recruitment happened this past week virtually and was very successful.  Check 
out the open food venues on campus – new Starbucks open in the library, the skywalk has grab 
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and go items, Pavos pizza is a new place on campus – it is great.  Campus rec is open, cougar 
welcome was last week.  There is a process for student organizations to hold in person events. 
There is a core team that meets every morning to review all the health data in the county and 
the state.  And whatever guidance is out there for COVID – also have hired additional staff to 
help guide us on this journey.  Meeting size will probably shift again in the next couple of days 
since numbers are going up not down. 
Asc. Vice Chancellor Roccia:  Pulled up COVID website and walked everyone through the 
website and how to maneuver around the site to find all the information available to students. 
Q&A for Waple and Roccia: Senator Sheahan asked: There is no places to eat other than 
outside, will this change when weather changes?  Yes we are looking at the traffic patterns of 
the students, especially 10:30 to 2 to see where we can add additional seating while still 
meeting the guidelines but right now it is beautiful but we are working on how we will support 
students when it gets colder.  Student Diversity Officer McKenzie asked: What is the process 
that organizations have to go through to have events in person?  There is a form that needs to 
be filled out that will specify the plans in place for safe distancing and room capacity allowances.  
We also have floor markers that are reusable that can be used for these events.  Senator Perry 
asked: How or if we will have on campus voting? Yes we are a polling station for election day , 
we are currently figuring out how to do that safely, one thing put into place is that there are no 
classes that day, MUC still open obviously but no classes should cut down on traffic.  Internal 
Affairs Officer Lutz asked: Do you happen to know the Library’s current hours: 8am-7pm, M-F 
11am-7pm Saturday and Sunday.  And the hours are not the same for all the academic buildings. 
The reason for these shortened hours is the guidelines in place for Restore Illinois require a 
cleaning and sanitizing of spaces that is more time consuming.  Senator Aslin asked: Is there 
anything that is going to be done for the Graduates of 2020 or if the Virtual is all that is 
happening?  Right now the guidelines for Restore Illinois it is no gatherings of over 25 so it is 
looking at virtual and Spring unless something major changes it will most likely virtual.   

V. SENATE REPORTS 
Senator Aslin: Looking forward to this year on Student Government 
Senator Beck: Reaching out to the Dean of school of business to see what is needed from us 
senators, and looking forward to working with everyone this year. 
Senator Brimm: Plan on reaching out to the students of School of Education, Health and Human 
Behavior and looking forward to working with everyone, especially Hailee as she is my 
counterpart in ED,H & HB. 
Senator Burnett: Met with assistant dean for school of nursing and we are brain storming. 
Senator Childerson:  Looking forward to working with everyone but especially Senator Beck to 
help out our constituents. 
Senator Goren: Looking for a successful semester with you all and will be contact the dean of 
CAS. 
Senator Ho: Looking forward to working with everyone 
Senator Jackson: If there is a way to reach out to everybody about doing that Suicide prevention 
that was mentioned earlier – I will try and find a way on teams to reach out to everyone. 
Senator Jones: Am already working on things for the school of Engineering and am looking 
forward to working with everyone this year. 



Senator Krager: Brainstorming ideas for events for constituents whether that be in person or 
virtual events. 
Senator Morkin: Happy to be working with everybody, hoping to get on campus sometime in 
future. 
Senator Obert: Looking forward to working with everyone 
Senator O’Dell: Reaching out to constituents to see what can make online learning easier and 
looking forward to working with everyone. 
Senator Perry: Working with Graduate school to get a graduate student facebook page and 
looking forward to working with you all. 
Senator Pruitt: Excited to be working with everyone 
Senator Randolph: Looking forward to working with everyone especially Senator Jones for the 
school engineering 
Senator Schurman: Have already reached out to Dr. Wrobbel and this week will be reaching out 
to the Dean of CAS. 
Senator Sheahan: Really excited to be working with you all and am excited to hear what 
everyone is working on and if anyone needs help with a project send it my way.  Also want to 
look into doing a virtual mental health week, do some trainings like Senator Jackson stated. 
Senator Shiau: Pharmacy is running at full speed since we started back in early August, excited 
to be working with everyone especially Senator Wensing. 
Senator Wheeler: Reaching out to dean of nursing as we are headed into second week , and 
working with them about the canceled summer clinicals and keeping up to date on every thing 
school of nursing. 
Senator Wensing: Creating a platform to letting the pharmacy students know who we are and 
looking forward to working with everyone. 

VI. EXECUTIVE REPORTS  
President Walters: Going to be starting a virtual office hours’ time, where students can come in 
and talk to me, thinking Tuesday at noon but haven’t solidified that yet – be on the look out for 
the link 
Vice President Akpan: Virtual office hours, Senators have had to have these for different 
reasons, let me know the zoom link 
Student Trustee Graham: The only thing to report at this time is that the next Board of Trustees 
meeting is September 17th, zoom and youtube – link will be shared when it is available. 
Financial Officer Dreppard: Working with finance board to revise the funding manual to support 
the virtual dynamic. 
Internal Affairs Officer Lutz: Committees – will be sent out after senate meeting tonight – be on 
look out also working on SG bonding events so be on look out for that too 
External Affairs Officer Kyle: Student discount programs and the SG meet and greet – will be 
sending out a doodle poll tonight  
Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard: working on the get to know the student 
officers, please send the forms into me if you haven’t yet and keep an eye on our social media 
so you can read all about us as I post them. 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan: Excited to see the full committee at the Friday SOAB 
meeting, already have a number of organizations applying this year, and with the current 
situation I think organizations are going to be playing a really big role on campus. 



Student Diversity Officer McKenzie: Reaching out to the current 20/21 recognized organizations 
to introduce myself to the minority groups to see if I can sit in on some of their meetings and 
see what their needs are.  Also working on a presentation for Diversity Day 2020 about Systemic 
racism in higher education 

VII. ADDITION TO AGENDA 
None 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS 
None 

IX. NEW BUSINESS  
A. 2020-2021 Student Government Elected Members Oath of Office 

Dr. Waple swore in the following elected members for the 2020-2021 academic year: 
 President Walters, Vice President Akpan, Student Trustee Graham, Senator Aslin, 
Senator Beck, Senator Brimm, Senator Burnett, Senator Childerson, Senator Goren, Senator 
Ho, Senator Jackson, Senator Jones, Senator Krager, Senator Morkin, Senator Obert, Senator 
O’Dell, Senator Perry, Senator Pruitt, Senator Randolph, Senator Schurman, Senator 
Sheahan, Senator Shiau, Senator Wheeler and Senator Wensing 

X. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS/PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 
Executive Board 
Financial Officer Dreppard – Stuck out as being very organized and good at making tough 
decisions 
Internal Affairs Officer Lutz- no committee so need to be very organized and on top of things 
External Affairs Officer Kyle – is actually repeat in this office and because of COVID didn’t get to 
do much last semester so will have a chance to do so now 
Marketing & Communications Officer Ballard – Experienced working in marketing for other 
student organizations 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan – When Will became a senator last year he was very 
impressive 
Student Diversity Officer McKenzie- served on the Diversity committee last year and has great 
idea for this year 
Proceeded with Roll Call vote, which passed. Executive officers sworn in by taking the oath of 
office.  

XI. OPEN FORUM 
Questions from the live streaming: When will the goals and initiatives of this years SG members 
be posted?  Kelly Jo answered that as they were just getting sworn in that the goals and 
initiatives should be posted some time in the next month. 

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Kelly Jo Karnes: Pay attention to SIUE email – Every Monday Places to be at the E – Several 
things happening this week – Tonight – Comedy magic show Tomorrow – Kahoot trivia night and 
Thursday a Jackbox night 
Links to register for all the welcome receptions found on the Places to be at the E 
Leadership lunches – over lunch hour virtual event – starts this week 
Emerging Leaders program – great start for young leaders needing to hone their skills 
Cougar Cupboard is opening this week – need to sign up for a time – not walk ins at this time – 
no prepackage – you shop  



Fraternity recruitment happening all week. 
Senator Aslin – Hopping on Kelly Jo’s train along with Emerging leaders program, leadership is 
also doing a Legacy program which is the advanced leadership training, this one does require an 
application to participate.  Applications and deadlines can be found on the Leadership program 
Get Involved page. 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT  
Adjournment was at 7:38 pm with a motion and 2nd  



MINUTES OF THE STUDENT SENATE 
SOUTHERN ILLINIOS UNIVERSITY EDWARDSVILLE 

Zoom Meeting 
Monday, September 14, 2020- 6:00 p.m. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The Student Senate of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville convened on September 14, 
2020, via zoom call. Vice President Akpan called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Vice President Akpan, Senator Aslin, Senator Beck, Senator Brimm, Senator 
Burnett, Senator Childerson, Senator Goren, Senator Ho, Senator Jackson, Senator Jones, 
Senator Hawkins, Senator Morkin, Senator Obert, Senator O’Dell, Senator Perry, Senator Pruitt, 
Senator Randolph, Senator Schurman, Senator Sheahan, Senator Shiau, Senator Wheeler and 
Senator Wensing. 
Members Absent: Senator Krager 
Quorum was established with 21 voting members present. 
Others Present: President Walters, Student Trustee Graham, Financial Officer Dreppard, Internal 
Affairs Officer Lutz, External Affairs Officer Kyle, Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard, 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan, Student Diversity Officer Mckenzie, MUC Director Karnes, 
KSIC Associate Director Laux, Office Support Specialist Ermer 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of August 31, 2020 meeting were approved by roll call vote. 

IV. GUEST SPEAKERS 
A. Director Facility Management Craig Holan 

Holan spoke about construction projects currently underway.  Founders Hall is almost 
complete, 99.9% complete, 34-million-dollar project to a building that was built in the 
1970’s.  The four towers were completely rebuilt to stabilize the building for potential 
earthquake.  Building will shake now but not fall.  Also modernized the building, still need to 
build a sidewalk along lot A, and exterior landscaping.  Lot A was redesigned to offer a safer 
path for students to get to Founders.   Alton Campus, building a 11-million-dollar advanced 
care facility, having torn down many older buildings that are being replaced with new 
buildings for better facilities for medicine and some recreation areas for the students.  
Waster Water Treatment plant is having some work done to fix one of the two pits that had 
a lid failure, also need some post treatment equipment worked on.  Science west project 
had about 2 million dollars left over which we are using to update the greenhouse, adding a 
headhouse to that and doubling the size.  Health Science complex, 105-million-dollar 
project, approved last year, bridging documents are being developed to get bids from 
contractors.  The existing building for Pharmacy and Nursing will be incorporated into the 
new building.  Will be the largest single building project that the University has ever taken 
on, very excited about this.  Several little projects on going currently, Starbucks in Library, 
Pavlos Pizza, LED’s are being replaced all over campus, this is a project that pays us back 
with the money saved.  Q&A Senator Aslin moved to open floor, Senator Sheahan 
seconded.  Senator Sheahan asked “Is the Founders project over or under budget?”  Holan 
stated, “That the project is within the contingency plan, which was a 15% contingency, and 



we are setting at 10% of the contingency, so actually will come out ahead.  Senator Beck 
asked “So what do you plan on doing with left over money from Founders?” Holan stated, 
“21st century funds were used for Founders, which is funding for 6 buildings on campus, so 
coming in under the contingency budget will allow us to get started on the next of the 
buildings in the plan, which will probably be Rendallman Hall, hopefully next Spring start the 
design bidding process. Senator Beck asked, “How many buildings are left in the plan?” 
Holan answered, “So the buildings are Founders(which we are finishing up), Rendallman, 
Alumni Hall, Dunham Hall, Lovejoy Library and Peck Hall” Last question asked by Senator 
Randolph, “When would you estimate the founder hall project to be complete?” Holan 
stated, “At the end of large projects, there is a punch list, this is when we find what might 
have been left out of the project that the contract called for so those things need to be 
brought up to the contract, then there is green certification that we are required to get for 
every project, I estimate that green certifications should be achieved in 6 to 8 months, but 
for as use of the building, everyone is back in their spaces.”  Floor was closed for discussion 
with a motion and 2nd. 

V. SENATE REPORTS 
Senator Aslin: Attending UPBC meetings, which has been going well, and the first graduate 
counsel meeting is coming up this week, looking forward to that. 
Senator Beck: We need more people for Finance Board if anyone is interested, and Samuel and I 
are working on a survey to send out to the students of the School of Business. 
Senator Brimm: Senator Obert and I are attending Curriculum Council on Wednesday so we can 
report on that next meeting.  Look forward to working with Senator Odell on more common 
goals. 
Senator Burnett: Meet with Senator Wheeler last week and discussed ideas and goals that we 
have for school of nursing, that we hope to get underway soon. 
Senator Childerson: Attended the UPBC meeting, looking forward to attending External Affairs 
meeting, and working with Senator Beck on a survey to send out to the School of Business 
constituents.  
Senator Goren: Attended the SOAB meeting with another one coming up this week, as well as a 
Parking and Traffic Committee meeting. I’m mainly working on getting in touch with the Dean of 
CAS, so that I can send out a survey to my constituents. 
Senator Hawkins: Also attending the Traffic and Parking Meeting, something to note is that they 
are going to be offering all students the chance to do a semester upgrade to a Green or Brown 
pass, since they are not being utilized to nearly the capacity. 
Senator Ho: There have been some minor issues and inconveniences for the most part the 
dental students are happy. Senator Morkin and I have been working to gather feedback from 
the students. 
Senator Jackson: Still working on doing a poll for the Suicide Prevention Training, if anyone can 
lend a hand who is more familiar with Teams or a way to do a poll. 
Senator Jones: Myself and Senator Randolph have created our survey but we have to write and 
email and adjust a few things and then send it out to the students. 
Senator Morkin: Senator Ho summed it up well, everything seems to be alright in Alton, still 
discussing with our peers, but nothing has come up so far. 



Senator Obert: Senator Brimm stated we have our first meeting with the Curriculum Council this 
week and looking forward to reporting on that. 
Senator O’Dell: Planning on reaching out to Senator Brimm this week to discuss our common 
goals for our school. 
Senator Perry: September 22nd the Graduate School is hosting Graduate School Welcome, I am 
hoping that someone will come to represent SG and talk about the open committees we have.  I 
also attended the Diversity Council meeting led by Miss McKenzie, where we talked out the 
upcoming year. Senator Aslin and I are talking about potentially doing a survey. 
Senator Pruitt: Attended the Committee on Assessment and the Parking and Traffic Committee 
Meeting, which Senator Hawkins already reported on. 
Senator Randolph: Have reached out to the Dean of Engineering and the Associate Dean to talk 
about plans and concerns that they might have this year, and like Senator Jones said we did 
finish a survey for the Engineering students and hope to send it out really soon. 
Senator Schurman: Working with Senator Wheeler and Senator Sheahan about a Mental Health 
week, which will be October 4 – 10, and I meet with Lisa Thompson-Gibson about counseling 
services presenting sometime that week. Will be attending the Marketing Committee Meeting 
Senator Sheahan: Like Senator Schurman stated, we are working on a mental health week and I 
am talking to some professors in the School of Nutrition to do a food workshop, and some 
professors in the School of English to do a Creative Writing workshop that week, all virtual. I do 
have some additions to my report, things that came to my attention after the report was 
submitted; Issues with students getting jobs, they are applying but are not hearing back from 
the departments, need the contact information for who I can contact about this issue.  Also 
have heard from some of the students that are getting scalded by their professors for not having 
a reliable wifi to connect during class, students should not be getting reprimanded about things 
that they have no control over.  Also, I looked at the COVID dashboard earlier and it is updated 
every Friday but it list September 10th as the last date updated but September 11th was Friday.  
Other than that, I know students are getting settled in for the freshman class and everyone 
seems to be doing well it was just those few things that were brought up. 
Senator Shiau: I would like to highlight all the activities of the Student Society of Health-System 
Pharmacists, we are having our first general meeting tomorrow at noon over zoom,  
Senator Wheeler: As Senator Shurmann and Sheahan mentioned earlier we are working on a 
Mental Health week, I am reaching out to a Pan Hellenic Woman who attends U of I to see if she 
is interested in teaching a HIT class via zoom as part of that week, to get people moving.  I have 
a meeting Friday for SOAB, preparing for that by reading through the constitutions assigned to 
me and just preparing.  Met with Senator Burnett about reaching out to our constituents in the 
School of Nursing and talking about our common goals, like she mentioned. 
Senator Wensing: I attended a University Center Board meeting the first of this month and 
working with Senator Shiau for a Senator Meet and Greet for the School of Pharmacy on 
October 19th, which is after our 3-week rotations, via zoom.  Long term goal, have the School of 
Pharmacy students more familiar with the main campus as over half of the pharmacy students 
are transfer students, hoping to work on that with this first upcoming meet and greet. 
 

VI. EXECUTIVE REPORTS  



President Walters: Highlight the lunch with SG, happening tomorrow and every single Tuesday 
at noon, everyone is welcome, and the zoom link is on our social media. 
Vice President Akpan: For the Senators that have already sent me your goals and initiatives, 
thank you very much, they all look good.  If you have any issues or concerns don’t hesitate to 
reach out to me. 
Student Trustee Graham: Board of Trustee meeting this Thursday and I will be posting the link 
in Teams shortly. 
Financial Officer Dreppard: First finance board meeting on September 4th and talked through 
the changes that we need to make to the funding manual to accommodate the virtual 
environment.  Out next meeting is this coming Friday the 18th, if you are interested in joining, 
we still have some seats available. 
Internal Affairs Officer Lutz: This Thursday at 7 pm we will be playing Virtual Pictionary as our 
first bonding event, a sign up will be posted tomorrow.  I am also doing birthday cards for 
everyone, starting with September then going to June and working my way down.  If you have 
virtual office hours you will receive a virtual card, if you have in person office hours you will 
receive an actual card, all made by me.  Are 2 more committees that have been brought to my 
attention – Strategic Planning Committee – need 6 volunteers.  Mike Schultz is developing a 
committee to work with the Shield testing program, 1 SG student needed for this committee, it 
is a short-term commitment, let me know if you are interested. 
External Affairs Officer Kyle: Tomorrow is the SG Meet & Greet on zoom, the flyer is up on our 
social media as well as in Teams. And we will be tabling on the 16th as well and handing out 
some SG SWAG BAGS – please encourage your friends to stop by.  Next Tuesday is National 
Voter Registration day, so I’d like to see SG promote that a little bit more through our social 
media and individually as well, we are planning some things for election day. 
Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard: Officer Kyle and myself are working on some 
Homecoming marketing materials, will get those done and ready to hand out by the start of 
Homecoming week.  Marketing Committee to meet this Thursday, also sent out a link for the 
Photo Circle so please join the photo circle and please take pictures around campus especially 
ones with your masks on, so I have some content to post with information we are sending out. 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan: Next SOAB meeting is this Friday, the committee does 
have enough members currently, last meeting we went over the constitutions and procedures. 
Right now, we are reviewing constitutions and reaching out to the organizations that are 
petitioning. This Friday there are 6 organizations petitioning and 2 with constitution 
admendments. 
Student Diversity Officer McKenzie: Been drafting up a resolution about SIUE stance on Anti-
Racism.  I am proposing that the Chancellor and other higher administrators translate their 
actionable goals towards racism to a signed public document made available to students.  And, I 
also would like to add that I hosted my first Diversity Committee meeting today at 10 a.m., 
where we discussed our goals for this semester.  
 

VII. ADDITION TO AGENDA 
None 
 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS 



A. COVID 19 Updates, presented by Dr. Waple 
Good to see everyone, Senator Sheahan, sorry about the date mix up on the COVID 
dashboard.  Screen sharing the dashboard: Gets updated every Friday but data is through 
Thursday.  Dashboard is all voluntary and self-reporting data and University Testing results. 
There is now showing current two weeks but also all prior weeks with total positive test and 
also weekly testing.  SIUE is doing screening in the former hair center.  We can do about 70 a 
week so we aren’t maxed out yet.  See the dashboard for all the data about all the testing 
that have been done on campus.  Our quarantine space is at 95% availability.  Not surprised 
the rate is low, some of the factors is that we don’t have a large bar scene in Edwardsville, 
nor do we have Greek housing, nor do we have a football team, so our large gatherings are 
limited. Campus police and Edwardsville police reporting that they are seeing very many 
large gatherings.  Testing- Mike Schultz is going to coordinate the logistics of testing, 
students can get a screening or a diagnostics test for free.  If you are symptomatic you need 
to go on Cougar Care and talk to a health care personnel and they will tell you what eh next 
steps are.  Mobile testing – starting next week in all our residential areas and some classes.  
It is voluntary and there may be incentives to participate.  The committee that Schultz is 
heading up is looking for a student who doesn’t have an issue getting up and talking in front 
of administrators, this committee has a short life span as it is developing a plan for IF we are 
going to have mandatory testing coming to campus in January. For all who may be on 
ground, this includes students, staff and faculty. The Illinois Shield Testing Program takes 
about 6 weeks to get a site set up for this type of testing, this group will be working their 
way through this process.  This committee starting soon and will be done by November. 
Q&A Senator Aslin Moved to open floor for discussion and Senator Beck Seconded.  Senator 
Aslin asked “Is there a plan in place in case we have to do a total shut down again like in 
March”  Waple “I don’t think we will go back to March, I don’t think our Governor will go 
that direction again, but we have a team working on Thresholds and Mediation strategies, 
our rates are really low, it could explode but we are looking at all the parameters that need 
to be looked at with different situations.  Only 11% of all classes are on ground.  63% is our 
occupancy in residential halls.  One possible strategy is limiting the gathering even further or 
the event size.  Madison County Health has hired SIUE its own contact tracer, this person 
will be tracking down all the positive cases, working with Madison County Public Health, and 
then we are hiring another person who will follow up on those who are close contact, which 
is something the MCPH is not tracking.  Close contact means you are in the same space with 
a positive individual for more than 15 minutes and not wearing a mask and many other 
conditions.  Other problem is if we run out of isolation space or the hospitals are unable to 
support us – so lots of factors to look at.  Senator Perry “First and foremost, I think the 
institution is moving in a good direction with mandatory testing, but is it 100% certainty that 
we are going that way?” Waple, “Plans are in the works, don’t leave here and say “Oh, their 
going to start making us get tested” – Plans are still in the works, if the need is there in 
January.”  Senator Beck “If mandatory testing is required, will it include remote learners?” 
Waple says: This committee is going to work on that, if you are up in Chicago and never 
come to campus then most likely not but if you live off campus but potentially come to 
campus for anything then potentially, this committee will be figuring it all out.”  Basically, if 
you are physically coming to campus for ANYTHING, then potentially you will be required to 



get tested.  Senator Beck asked “You stated that there are 11% of classes on ground, do you 
see this changing next semester?” Waple stated that it will probably remain the same, even 
if a vaccine is developed before Spring, there will still be a pecking order, not everyone will 
be getting a shot and will it keep you from getting COVID, who is to say.  So we don’t even 
know what next fall will look like, since class schedules for next fall are due in February so 
not a large window of time.  Director Karnes asked for clarification on the 11% of classes on 
ground, isn’t there a larger percentage of hi-bread classes?  Waple stated, 11% is completely 
on ground or hi-bred, 7444 students that are on ground for a class and hi-bred.  Trustee 
Graham states that the statistics that he received from President Mahony that there are 
42% of students taking classes fully on-line and the other 47% are either hi-bred or on 
campus.  Vice-President Akpan called for a motion to close the floor for discussion.  Senator 
Aslin moved to close the floor and Senator Sheahan seconded. 
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS  
A. Oath of Office 

a. Augustus Hawkins 
Vice-President Akpan called for a motion to approve the swearing in of Senator 
Hawkins.  Senator Aslin moved and was seconded by Senator Beck.  This passed 
by roll call vote.  President Walters then swore Senator Hawkins in as Senator at 
Large. 

 
B. Virtual Program Funding Request 

b. Cello Club       $100 
Details of this program were presented by Finance Officer Dreppard, this 
program was approved for an in-person demonstration last spring but was 
canceled due to COVID, they are now proposing that the Professor do a lecture 
via zoom on his book on Bach.  It will be a 2-hour long lecture with Q&A and all 
students are welcome to join.  They are asking for $100 fee for the Professor. 
Vice-President Akpan called for a motion to approve. Senator Aslin motioned to 
approve, seconded by Senator Sheahan.  Approved by roll call vote. 

 
X. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS/PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

 
XI. OPEN FORUM 

Questions from the live streaming:  
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Senator Aslin – Leadership programs – weekly leadership lunches each week are now over 
zoom, this month all but the last one of the are facilitated by leadership council and the last one 
of the month is facilitated by Robin Ermer. Today is last day to apply for Legacy Program which is 
for Advanced leaders, typically for upper classmen but Sophomores have been known to 
complete the program.  Applications are on GetInvolved. 
Advisor Laux – Places to be at the E newsletter, for great things happening next week.  Also 
Resource fair and student organization fair videos are still available thru FlipGrid – check out 
Kimmel on facebook.  Check GetInvolved where lots of events are being posted by Student 



Organizations.  SOLO registration links will go live tomorrow – check this out and any questions 
send me an email.  Cougar Cupboard is open by appointment only, W, Th, and Fridays – their 
sign-up genius link is on their Facebook page- please share this information with students. 
ADJOURNMENT  
Adjournment was at  7:09 pm 



MINUTES OF THE STUDENT SENATE 
SOUTHERN ILLINIOS UNIVERSITY EDWARDSVILLE 

Zoom Meeting 
Monday, September 28, 2020- 6:00 p.m. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The Student Senate of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville convened on September 28, 
2020, via zoom call. Vice President Akpan called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Vice President Akpan, Senator Aslin, Senator Beck, Senator Brimm, Senator 
Burnett, Senator Childerson, Senator Goren, Senator Ho, Senator Krager, Senator Jones, Senator 
Hawkins, Senator Morkin, Senator Obert, Senator O’Dell, Senator Perry, Senator Pruitt, Senator 
Randolph, Senator Schurman, Senator Sheahan, Senator Shiau, Senator Wheeler and Senator 
Wensing. 
Members Absent: Senator Jackson 
Quorum was established with 21 voting members present. 
Others Present: President Walters, Student Trustee Graham, Financial Officer Dreppard, Internal 
Affairs Officer Lutz, External Affairs Officer Kyle, Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard, 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan, Student Diversity Officer Mckenzie, MUC Director Karnes, 
KSIC Associate Director Laux, Office Support Specialist Ermer, Vice Chancellor Student Affairs 
Waple, Director of Counseling Dr. Boddie, Director of Title IX Ball, COVID Coordinator Schultz, 
SIU General Counsel Cole, Director of Health Services Greenwalt, Alexandra Norris with the D&D 
club 

III. GUEST SPEAKER 
A. Director Counseling Services Dr. Courtney Boddie & Director Health Services Raine 

Greenwalt 
Dr. Boddie spoke about the way in which Health Services and Counseling Services is funded, 
which is strictly by Student Fee Dollars, this mostly supports the staff salaries and in Health 
Services also supplies needed for treatment of patients. With the minimum wage increase, 
which effects many of the staff members. In addition to the fact that the Student Fee model 
that has been in use, that assumes that the student fee will increase is not something that 
will be able to use. As we are expected to be self-sustainable and with the raising cost of 
salary and consumables, we are looking at the idea of a door fee (similar to a co-pay). Our 
advisory board has been reviewing other Universities practices and have found that we are 
unique in the fact that we don’t charge a fee for the use of our services. By and large the 
cost structure is $10, this doesn’t cover all types of appointments but for the majority it 
would be $10. We have also looked at the fee being able to be put on the Bursar’s bill so it 
wouldn’t need to come out of pocket. Greenwalt stated that one of the goals of University 
health care is to prepare students for having to access health care outside the University 
system, which for the majority of people this will mean a co-pay. This plan was expected to 
be presented to Student Organizations in the Spring for implementation in the Fall 
semester, with COVID this did not happen. And with COVID the health services and 
counseling services departments have actually been busier than prior to COVID, the health 
service staff has been working with students throughout the quarantine. So to say we have 



been servicing the same or less students than last year is not accurate, and we believe that 
this user fee would help us to meet our financial obligations. Dr. Boddie added that 
Counseling services total utilization was up from the prior year as well. 
Q&A Senator Aslin moved to open floor, Senator Perry seconded.   
Senator Aslin asked “Is this just a one-time fee added at the beginning of the semester or is 
this a co-pay fee for each visit?” Greenwalt answered, “This is a user fee, so each visit would 
have a fee.” Senator Aslin addressed Dr. Boddie, “With the stigma of utilizing Counseling 
services, how do you think this will impact students using counseling services for the first 
time, with the stigma and now an added burden of a user fee?” Dr. Boddie answered, “The 
best way to answer that is to reflect on my own student travels, I attended 3 Universities, 
and every one of them there was a co-pay for using the services. When I arrived here, I was 
confused by there not being a fee and fearful of the fact that we don’t have fees. Fearful of 
what will happen when students go out into the world and are accustomed to having these 
services so readily available and free. As a student at these Universities I didn’t see that the 
fees deterred students from using the services.” Greenwalt added, “That is why we are very 
protective of what would go on the bursar bill, it would not list counseling or health services 
it would just state an additional student fee.” Senator Aslin stated that they are looking back 
at their undergrad experience, a University without a co-pay, and how they had lead some 
friends to counseling services and had there been an added co-pay they would not have 
been able to get their friends to go get help. And worried that they would’ve dropped out.” 
Greenwalt answered that, “That this is a great concern, but also a concern for where the 
students will be when they not only see a co-pay but a $85 bill once they are off the campus, 
we want students to realize that there is personal responsibility for their care.” Senator Aslin 
rebutted with, “I don’t dispute the level of care given here on campus, as I have received 
both services and was happy with the care, but this is part of what makes SIUE so great, 
where the student can access these services for the first time without the fear of the co-
pay.” Senator Perry commented, “My previous institution did have a co-pay and this $10 co-
pay is less then that one. A question based off of the $10, would this cover the cost of what 
is needed?” Greenwalt answered, “It would not cover it 100% but it goes along way to 
keeping our professionals in place.” Senator Perry asked, “For sure that students would be 
able to charge it to their student accounts?” Greenwalt answered, “Yes”. Internal Affairs 
Lutz asked, “If on the Bursars bill, what would it state on the bill?” Dr. Boddie answered, 
“We have an obligation of confidentiality and as we like our licenses the bursars bill would 
not state what services the fees are for.” Internal Affairs Lutz followed up with, “Would we 
have the option to pay this up front if we would like too?” Greenwalt answered, 
“Absolutely”. Diversity office Mckenzie asked, “Has counseling services tried to see other 
ways to get the money?” Dr. Boddie answered, “At present our budget is 96-97% salary and 
the rest is telecom, paper, etc., with our current budget I can’t even offer our staff the 
opportunity for paid professional development when the role itself requires a license from 
the state that cost thousands of dollars to get, so we have explored grants and grant related 
roles, these come with as many challenges as they resolve. Every week we examine where 
we can reduce our cost. Other units on campus are funding with state funds and other 
means, but those options are not very viable for our unit.” Internal Affairs Lutz asked, 
“Would we be able to use cougarbucks to pay for the fee?” Greenwalt stated, “That would 



be an option.” Trustee Graham, “Moving forward, are you just gathering feedback on this 
proposal or is there a structured plan to get it implemented by a set date?” Dr. Boddie 
answered, “As Raine mentioned, there is a desire to get the plan in place during this fiscal 
year. The work the advisory board has done is the vetting process to make sure we were 
coming up with something that was appropriate, so yes we would like to implement.” 
Greenwalt added, “we have a plan, but we want to move forward with student 
understanding and student approval.”  Dr. Waple added, “As the board has voted to not 
increase student fees, and this is a fee and as a fee we would need SG’s support or SG not in 
support of the change to present to President Mahoney. That is why Dr. Boddie and Raine 
are here so that you can get your questions answered.” Greenwalt added, “Prior to Dr. 
Boddie’s arrival at SIUE, health services had put together a proposal to have all students be 
insured, we are the only state institution in Illinois that does not mandate for students to 
have medical insurance, so sometimes it is extremely difficult to manage the level of care 
some of the students require, because for them to go outside of our institution the cost 
would be astronomical. We are seeing some students, many times more then we use too. 
We are seeing students more then just that urgent care issue, so consequently we have 
tried to put in a more robust system for students to be seen here, but again that is an 
increase in personnel and increase and cost. So without an increase in fees we don’t want to 
give up anything, to accomplish this the small door fee is necessary.”  Dr. Boddie added, 
“Counseling services has also made some changes to the dynamics of care to mediate 
treatment for students without insurance, and for students that have had to go off campus 
for their treatment the out of pocket can be large.” Senator Schrumann asked, “Have you 
asked the students utilizing your services how they feel about the door fee? I work a job and 
if I had to use a service at $10 a visit, say three times a week, I would have to work 3 hours 
to get that money.” Greenwalt replied, “So most students don’t use our services three times 
a week, for the majority of the students, we were seeing a single student 3 to 5 times a year, 
student athletes sometimes we see them more. But for the majority it would be $30 to $50 
additional for the year.” Dr. Boddie added, “On the counseling side, therapy is the most 
frequently used, we see students bi-weekly, so that would be $20 per month.” Senator 
Wheeler stated that they would like to have more dialogue about this subject to help 
understand or possibly find a different way. In their experience they would have not used 
the health services, due to their own personal insurance coverage, as they were already 
paying for the services with student fees, so they used it for that reason.” Greenwalt 
mentioned, “That this fee is just trying to cover our cost, not to make money, please send us 
your additional questions, as we want to do this in the best interest of everyone.” Senator 
Wheeler went on to say, “I agree with the need for more funding but would like to see it as 
a few dollars in student fees rather than a co-pay for every visit. I don’t know the ways 
around that, but it does create questions.” Floor was closed for discussion by Senator Shiau 
and seconded by Senator Beck. 
 

B. Director of Title IX Coordination Jamie Ball JD 
Ball spoke about the history and changes to Title IX, it is based in ensuring gender based 
equality. But it has become a tool to use in University’s response to sexual violence. Title IX 
has become Political Football, from the guidance that has come out of President Obama’s 



regime and now with President Trump’s regime there has been some changes 
recommended for the Title IX, previously the recommendations were guidance not laws, but 
the new recommendations are in fact LAWS. Here are the Key Provisions of the New 
Regulations: Narrower definition of Sexual Harassment; Written, Formalized complaint 
required; Presumption of innocence required; Live hearings required; Cross examination by 
advisors. Things that haven’t changed: Availability of interim supportive measures; 
Preponderance of evidence standard still applies; Availability of confidential advisors; 
Availability of informal resolution strategies (for some cases); Faculty and staff still 
considered “Responsible Employees” for purposes of reporting incidents of sexual 
harassment. What policies does this impact at SIUE: SIUE now has a specific “Title IX” Policy 
which reflects the requirements of the new regulations; Because the new regulations do not 
need to be applied retroactively, SIUE’s Sexual Assault, Sexual Misconduct and Relationship 
Violence Policy & Procedures are still available to adjudicate any incident which occurred 
before August 14th, 2020; The Sexual Harassment Policy is still available to address incidents 
of sexual harassment that do not meet the definition of Title IX sexual harassment. Major 
Changes for Students: Navigation of a more complex policy landscape; Formalizing 
complaints; Participation in a live hearing process with cross examination. Changes for 
Faculty & Staff: Faculty and staff still play a key role in helping students to connect to Title 
IX; Hearings for faculty misconduct that falls under Title IX; Opportunities to get involved as 
a hearing officer. More changes to come. The regulations were announced as finalized in 
May and almost instantly there were lawsuits filed to challenge the regulations and to 
postpone the regulations being implemented, these lawsuits are still pending so there could 
be changes from court rulings. And will elections just weeks away, there could be changes 
made depending on the election outcome. Still some uncertainty in the future Title IX 
landscape. Senator Aslin motioned to open the floor for discussion, seconded by Senator 
Perry. Senator Aslin asked, “It appears that these regulations are going to add to the victim’s 
trauma, are there any plans in place to further support the victims?” Ball answered, “In the 
past I could say with some confidence that we are doing what we can to support the law 
and the victims, it used to look like a circle, but now, in my opinion, I think it is not perfectly 
balanced. One of my goals is to strengthen our relationship with Call for Help, make sure 
that they are better informed and supported on how they can help students. And think 
about the interim support students need, and continue to connect students with counseling 
services, and make sure they have what is needed to stay on track academically. And make 
sure they have access to all the different resources that are available to them. The prospect 
of participating in a live hearing is something that has people concerned and that is 
understandable, I personally am trying to make sure that what services we can supply are 
robust and wholly support the students.” Senator Perry, “So the new Title IX regulations, I 
don’t really agree with them, what can we do?” Ball replied, “Timing has not helped 
students to actively engage in what is happening, they were proposed in late fall with a 
short time for questions and comments, that coincided with a time of year when students 
are preoccupied with finals, winter break. Then the final time was when students departed 
because of Pandemic, there was not really an opportunity for students to engage. There is 
still space for activism around Title IX – Know your IX – is a space to check out and get your 
information about Title IX and voice your opinion. Diversity Officer McKenzie asked, “Would 



the people who were assaulted be in court or in the presence of the person who assaulted 
them?” Ball replied, “Very important question, you would not have to be in the same 
physical space, video conference will be utilized. There would be a cross examination by 
their advisor, the two parties will not be in the same physical space.” Senator Goren asked, 
“Off-Campus sexual misconduct, what is in place so those can still be reported?” Ball 
answered, “There is still some uncertainty about the off-campus, what is the Universities 
jurisdiction. So there is an expectation that any university property or student organization 
that is hosting an event, it is clear that the University has control or have authority to 
respond, where it gets a little less clear is when its an off campus apartment and its not a 
program not a sponsored event but what we are seeing is the two students still have classes 
together, are interacting on campus, so there is things that can be done whether through 
Title IX or Student conduct. Our task is to use the tools we have available to protect the 
students that are effected.” Floor was closed to discussion by Senator Beck, seconded by 
Senator Aslin. 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of September 14, 2020 meeting were approved by roll call vote. 
 

V. ADDITION TO AGENDA 
None 
 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
A. COVID 19 Updates, presented by COVID Coordinator Mike Schultz 

Mike shared the stats from Madison county as of 9/27/2020. Mike shared the more detailed 
breakdown by zip code, Edwardsville has 19 new cases, and if you look at the age range for 
the entire county the 20 somethings are highest right now, which some people may state is 
because of SIUE. It isn’t just an aged persons pandemic. SIUE dashboard, which is updated 
every Friday around noon, so this is last weeks numbers. Important fact to know is that the 
faculty, staff and students that make the dashboard are those that are on campus at the 
time of infection and have reported a confirmed case, we encourage everyone to self-
disclose but we have had some student disclose but that haven’t been on campus since 
March, they aren’t included in the dashboard figures because it does not effect the 
university population who are on campus. Last week was our highest report of students. The 
history of testing at SIUE, we have doubled in a week. Total positive this semester is 86 or 14 
day position is 41. SIUE Administered testing: Screening test – showing no symptoms, either 
you are just wanting tested or you have had a close contact. We have had zero positive in 
the last week from screenings. Every other week intercollege athletics are testing their 
athletes so the number will fluctuate bi-weekly. Diagnostic Testing – You have symptoms. 
SIUE offers Screen for faculty, staff and students BUT Diagnostic testing is only offered to 
students. As you go through the dashboard you will see that our positivity rates are well 
below the Governors 8% threshold put in place for the regions.  Currently University 
Housing Isolation space – 89% is free. Very important to follow three W’s- Wear Mask, 
watch your Distance, wash your hands.  I’m adding a fourth W tonight – Withstand unsafe 
social events. When looking at the data daily – there is a pattern in one of the off campus 



complexes where there has been 18 positives in the last two weeks. 9 last week, and 9 since 
Thursday. Off Campus complexes has asked students to sign agreements about social 
gatherings but are not enforcing. Voluntary Screenings –you can make an appointment in 
the Health Services Annex Monday through Thursday and on Fridays we are going to Alton 
and East St Louis campuses to do testing there. Last week we started taking the testing to 
the University community, there is an incentive to get this testing done, a Starbucks gift 
certificate or a T-shirt that is being provided by SIUE athletics. This week we will be at Prairie 
on Tuesday and Bluff on Wednesday. Next week Woodland and Cougar Village, and then 
moving out into some of the academic facilities. Diagnostic testing – get an appointment 
with health services to get an appointment. The Chancellor announced a couple of weeks 
ago that there will be mandatory testing on campus, there is a committee that will be 
meeting this Thursday, Senator Perry is your representative on the committee. The ability to 
test because of SHIELD that is the testing the U of I is utilizing, saliva test with results in 4 to 
6 hours. The first remote lab is in Springfield and should be open for use in November, we 
are wanting to do a pilot, volunteer, testing in November so that we can get all the kinks out 
to the system and then in January we would go to mandatory testing, all faculty, staff and 
students have a test before we get into a classroom. So, the committee will work out those 
details.  Remainder of spring semester to have an interval testing plan. Senator Aslin moved 
to open floor for discussion, seconded by Senator Perry. 
Q&A Senator Aslin asked, “What is the University Plan to respond to the increase in positive 
testing in the past two weeks?” Schultz replied, “It is really important, Dr. Waple has made 
contact with that off campus complex to make them aware to see if there can be some 
enhanced enforcement by the off-campus complex. We continue to monitor to see if there 
are clusters. There is another committee working on “Triggers and Mitigations” to figure out 
when we trigger a certain level what will that mitigation be, they are very close to finalizing 
that document.” Internal Affairs Lutz pointed out a typo on the slides – September 14th s/b 
24th. Senator Childerson asked, “What is the difference between a screening test and a 
diagnostic test?” Schultz answered, “Diagnostics is that you have some kind of symptoms, 
tests are the same.” Floor was closed for discussion by Senator Brimm and Seconded by 
Senator Krager. 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS  
A. Virtual Conference Request 

1. Chi Epsilon- 2020 National Convention 
October 21-24,2020 - $400 

Financial Officer Dreppard presented the details about this request due to the Finance Board not having 
enough members for quorum. Motion was made by Senator Aslin, Seconded by Senator Sheahan. 
Approved by Roll Call Vote. 
 

B. Petitioning Organizations 
1. Bowling Club 

ORO Akpan read the preamble and stated that SOAB had approved. Senator Sheahan motioned to 
approve and was seconded by Senator Beck. Approved by Roll Call Vote. 
 



 
2. Delta Tau Delta 

ORO Akpan read the preamble and stated that SOAB had approved. Senator Aslin motioned to approve 
and was seconded by Senator Perry. Approved by Roll Call Vote. 
 

3. HOSA 
ORO Akpan read the preamble and stated that SOAB had approved. Senator Aslin motioned to approve 
and was seconded by Senator Randolph. Approved by Roll Call Vote. 
 

4. Pre-Health Hub 
ORO Akpan read the preamble and stated that SOAB had approved. Senator Perry motioned to approve 
and was seconded by Senator Sheahan. Approved by Roll Call Vote. 
 

C. Constitutional Revisions 
1. D & D Club 

ORO Akpan read the preamble and talked about that there were some questions about the way in which 
they amend their constitution within their organization. They were approved by SOAB anyway. Senator 
Aslin moved to open floor for discussion, seconded by Senator Beck. Senator Aslin asked, “Do we have a 
representative here at the meeting?” Alexandra Norris spoke up and stated, “I am here to represent the 
club, Daniel was unable to make the meeting.” Senator Aslin asked, “I have a few clarifying questions, 
how does the group meet as a general group?” Norris answered, “As a general group, we have meetings 
monthly for a game night, generally speaking we have smaller meetings with our game masters, 
honorary officers that allows them to have their own individual sessions, they are required to record 
that on a discord chat that only they can see, their attendance, their location (online majority), I assume 
you are talking about officer meetings, that usually happens with a discord call which we announce a 
couple of weeks out or at a month out, it is on our calendar which is available for all our members to 
see.” Senator Aslin asked, “Are there any general body meetings besides the game nights?” Norris 
answered, “Yes, we have officer meetings, that anyone can attend.” Senator Aslin stated, “Just to clarify, 
I am a member of this club and have never heard of any of these meetings happening, so I’m just 
wondering where these are announced, is on GetInvolved or somewhere else?” Norris answered, “It 
should have been in the group announcements, there should have been one on the 5th of June.” Senator 
Aslin stated, “Maybe I’m missing something but all I’m seeing is Learn to DM and Game Night Events, I’m 
not seeing any announcements for officer meetings. I’m just concerned about the transparency of the 
club, as a general body member I was unaware of these changes until I read it for the Senate meeting as 
a senate member.” Norris “I do absolutely understand that, thank you for bringing this to my attention, I 
need to be more on top of this.” Senator Wheeler made a statement, “I have a statement to make 
regarding SOAB, I am on the committee and was unaware that we could table an item, thought we had 
to either approve or deny, didn’t know we could table. Because of the questions on these changes and 
how they were made this would have probably not made it past SOAB without further investigation had 
we known we could table it. This is in my Senate Report also. Just wanted to clarify that.” Senator Perry 
stated, “I have heard a lot about the D&D club, and am excited to see you all taking the steps to become 
a registered organization, wanted to say keep it up, you are doing great.” Senator Beck moved to close 
the floor for discussion, seconded by Senator Randolph. Approved with a roll call vote. 

 



2. Gay Straight Alliance 
ORO Akpan read the preamble and talked about the way in which they amend their constitution within 
their organization. And stated that SOAB approved. Senator Aslin moved to approve, seconded by 
Senator Beck. Approved by Roll Call Vote. 
 
VIII. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS/PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

 
IX. OPEN FORUM 

Questions from the live streaming: none 
 

X. SENATE REPORTS 
Senator Aslin: Attending Graduate Counsel and UPC meetings. 
Senator Beck: Meeting with Dean for School of Business next week. 
Senator Brimm: Attended curriculum council and met with Senator O’dell and plan to meet with 
our dean soon. 
Senator Burnett: Attended Finance Board and have another one coming up this week. Also have 
some t-shirt ideas in the works for an event. 
Senator Childerson: Will not be able to meet with the Dean at the same time as Senator Beck 
but will be meeting with him after their meeting to discuss how to help our constituents.  
Senator Hawkins: Meet with Robert Vanzo, on the parking committee and he filled me in on the 
policy of the committee, I also got assigned to the Policy sub-committee, and also went to the 
ICAC meeting, and I just wanted to say I think the current athletic director has a really good 
vision for SIUE sporting. 
Senator Ho: Dental students are doing well, making the best of our circumstances, hope 
everyone is doing well. 
Senator Jones: Highlight that the survey received lots of responses, we have sent the Dean the 
responses.  Will be making some tweaks to it to see if we can get more responses. 
Senator Krager: I am working with Senator Schurmann, with her writing event for mental health 
awareness week. 
Senator Morkin: Just to expand on what Senator Ho stated, we are still gathering information 
and discussing any ideas with our peers and will report these that might be feasible to 
implement. 
Senator Obert: Attended the curriculum council meeting and Advising appointments can be 
made via zoom right now. 
Senator O’Dell: Senator Brimm and I have been working on some goals and working with 
Senator Beck on a few things as well. 
Senator Perry: Attended the Graduate School welcome last week and I met a lot of new 
graduate students and met a couple 1 on 1 after, so that was really good to put some names to 
faces that I have been emailing. This week is the first Mandatory Testing Committee meeting 
and I’m excited for that. 
Senator Pruitt: Committee of Assessment meeting this week, and also working with the other 
Senators on the Mental health week. 



Senator Randolph: Attended an External Affairs Committee, have not met with Health Services 
and Counseling committee – hoping that will be soon. And have contacted the Society of 
Woman Engineers this week and hoping to talk to them about events for the semester. 
Senator Sheahan: Senator Pruitt and I had our zoom meet and greet, also working on mental 
health week, working on several portions of this event. Will drop the link to the cute t-shirt for 
the event in teams. 
Senator Shiau: For the next 3 weeks 2nd year and 3rd year pharmacy students will be going out 
on rotations, this will limit the number of students at the School of Pharmacy and activity. Then 
the last few weeks of October the 1st year students will be going out on rotations. So, this next 
month will be rotational requirements for pharmacy students. 
Senator Wheeler: Also working on Mental Health Week – are wanting some participation from 
SG since we are co-hosting the event with Pan Hellenic council. All events are virtual so 
assessible to all students. 
Senator Wensing: University Center Board meeting is next week on the 7th, and Senator Shiau 
and I will host our Pharmacy Meet and Greet on October 19th. 
 

XI. EXECUTIVE REPORTS  
President Walters: Update that the library is extending their hours until 10 p.m. on weeknights, 
this starts next week. 
Vice President Akpan: Attended the Community destination meeting, the main focus of this was 
the water bottles to distribute to SIUE students. 
Student Trustee Graham: Last board of trustee’s meeting we approved the appointment of Dr. 
Morris Taylor to be Vice Chancellor of Administration, his first day is Thursday October 1st. 
Financial Officer Dreppard: Been working on preparing the finance presentation for SOLO, and 
will have a FB meeting coming up, still need members, so if you know people that are 
interested, just have them apply. 
Internal Affairs Officer Lutz: Problems with committee chairs reaching out to you, I will be 
putting out on teams a place where you can let me know if they haven’t reached out to you, I 
will then see if I can reach out to them again.  
External Affairs Officer Kyle: Homecoming merch, big success. Got some feedback from 
students. Planning voter registration event.  
Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard: Thank you for tabling, also plan on getting rid 
of the excess merch we have, so will be setting up some more tabling events. Also working on 
flyers for the mental health week. 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan: Next SOAB this Friday at 12:30 pm. Next week there will 
be two new organizations and two amending their constitutions. 
Student Diversity Officer McKenzie: Attended the first University Diversity Council meeting and 
there we discussed SIUE strategic plan and how to incorporate that into organizations on 
campus.  

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Diversity Officer McKenzie: CSDI is live streaming the history of Pinatas and Pinata making on 
Thursday on Facebook live. You can pick up a pinata making kit at CSDI this Tuesday or 
Wednesday.  



Senator Perry: October is disability awareness month, I am a GA in access, so if you are 
interested in helping with the activities, let me know. We also have a Mental Health Awareness 
week, so if anyone on the SG committee wants to collaborate let me know. 
Advisor Laux: Thank you everyone who participated in any of the Homecoming events, either in 
person or virtually. Don’t forget the Cougar Cupboard is still open Wed, Thurs, and Fridays but 
sign ups are required beforehand, check them out on their Facebook page: 
SIUECOUGARCUPBOARD. Also, final reminder, SOLO is next Wednesday and Thursday, all SO’s 
need to send at least two of their members that are on their rosters, to clarify the two members 
don’t have to attend the same day but they can 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT  
Adjournment was at 7:53 pm 



MINUTES OF THE STUDENT SENATE 
SOUTHERN ILLINIOS UNIVERSITY EDWARDSVILLE 

Zoom Meeting 
Monday, October 12, 2020- 6:00 p.m. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The Student Senate of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville convened on October 12, 2020, 
via zoom call. Vice President Akpan called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Vice President Akpan, Senator Aslin, Senator Beck, Senator Brimm, Senator 
Burnett, Senator Childerson, Senator Goren, Senator Jones, Senator Hawkins (Tardy arrived at 
6:04), Senator Morkin,  Senator O’Dell, Senator Perry, Senator Pruitt, Senator Randolph, Senator 
Schurman, Senator Sheahan, Senator Shiau, Senator Wheeler and Senator Wensing. 
Members Absent: Senator Jackson,Senator Ho, Senator Krager, Senator Obert 
Quorum was established with 18 voting members present. 
Others Present: President Walters, Student Trustee Graham, Financial Officer Dreppard, Internal 
Affairs Officer Lutz, External Affairs Officer Kyle, Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard, 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan, Student Diversity Officer Mckenzie, MUC Director Karnes, 
KSIC Associate Director Laux, Office Support Specialist Ermer, Vice Chancellor Student Affairs 
Waple,  COVID Coordinator Schultz, SIU General Counsel Cole, Director of Housing Sidarous, 
Director Undergraduate Admissions  

III. SPEAKERS 
A. Director Housing Mallory Sidarous 

Director Sidarous spoke about what this fall has looked like compared to other fall 
semesters. This fall we are operating with around 1959 residents on campus about 670 
fewer than last fall. We are at around 67% capacity whereas last year was at 86% so a 20% 
drop. On campus housing is Bluff, Woodland, Prairie and Evergreen Halls as well as Cougar 
Village Apartments. We are contributing these numbers primarily to COVID, before summer 
and after we closed campus we were still trending down in cancellations and up in students 
turning in applications. As time progressed and people were able to see how the region was 
going and how the University was handling classes and how their individual class schedules 
were going to play out. So the month of July was where we saw changes starting to happen, 
we extended our cancellation deadline out to August 1st, whereas typically it is May 1st, 
knowing that the institution was making decision that were impacting the students 
decisions. There were a lot of good conversations with students over the summer, we had 
about 260 students choose to move their fall/spring contract to just a spring contract, in a 
normal year we see about 10 students do this. These seemed to be directly related to their 
desire to still come and live on campus and be engaged but want to see where COVID is 
headed. We are starting to hear from some of these folks, some are coming back some are 
not and some are still deciding. We are starting to look forward and we are opening up our 
process for folks to return to campus later this month. Have been making an effort to do 
some personal reach outs to people who may have left us in March and haven’t returned to 
housing but are still students to let them know that they can come back and live on campus. 
Still offering tours, this year is unique with our guest policies being stricter there are more 



students that haven’t been to Evergreen or Cougar viliage and are wanting to see their 
options for next year. We will be offering both virtual and in person tours of unoccupied 
spaces. New this fall, Deluxe suites in Woodland hall, 2 to 1, bathroom ratio, full size beds, 1 
person rooms. We extended this to Cougar Village this fall, one building is deluxe 
apartments, full size beds and new furniture in the common areas. We are offering 
quarantine space right now, so if they need to isolate or if exposed and need to quarantine, 
if they are an on campus resident, they have the space here to do this. It is on the 
Coronavirus website dashboard. Currently we are at 95% available.  
Q&A Senator Sheahan moved to open floor, Senator O’dell seconded.   
Senator Sheahan asked, Freshman are worried about the limitations once winter hits that 
they won’t be able to go meet with other people in the other residence halls with the colder 
weather. With this new testing policy that will be implemented are you looking at changing 
this policy, and let residents have guest in their rooms? Sidarous replied, “So, our guest 
policy at this time is lead by the CDC guidance and we will continue to evaluate that, but I’m 
not sure that the testing policy will effect this but this has been one of the hard things, as 
housing professionals, for us to know that the policies in place are for the health of 
communities, one way we are starting too, spending some time in small space in person get 
togethers and build our communities within the buildings. There will be more and more in 
person opportunities coming up.”  
Floor was closed for discussion by Senator Aslin and seconded by Senator Brimm. 
 

B. Undergraduate Admissions Team: Todd Burwell, Kelly Brooks, and Jennifer Harbough 
Todd spoke about recruitment efforts and things that effect recruitment. This fall we have 
1554 freshman and 1152 transfer students.  We are around 13,000 student population, 
down a little. Test Optional for Fall 2021- which means that a test scores are not needed for 
admissions. There is a GPA requirement for admissions where the test is not available. 
Direct Entry at SIUE – the schools decide on the required GPA’s for their direct entry 
programs. Jennifer went through SIUE scholarship opportunities. Freshman scholarships are 
also test optional this Fall, a student with 3.0 GPA, 23 ACT and 1130 SAT will get some kind 
of scholarship in their admission binder. Both Johnetta Haley and the Cougar Pride 
scholarships are renewable for up to 4 years, and we continue to offer the Meridian 
Scholarship each year and is also test optional. This is our one award that we conduct a full 
review for where we take quite a few factors into consideration, the minimum criteria for 
that is 3.5 GPA, 1260 SAT or 27 ACT.  SIUE Grant and SIUE Commitment are based on 
financial needs. The Commitment one is new this year, it will be something to pick up the 
left over balance after FAFSA aid and scholarships with families making less then $63575. 
Transfer Scholarship awards, If students meet the minimum requirements for the Cougar 
Pride and Johnetta Haley awards for the first time this year for transfer students they will 
automatically receive these awards and will receive the announcement with their admission 
letter. These are renewable for up to two years. Phi Theta Kappa Scholarship is a one time 
award of $2000 but need 2.0 GPA. SIUE commitment award applies here as well. Just to 
touch on our recruitment efforts they are all virtual, the state as well as the national events 
are virtual. High School and College fairs virtually. Our counselors are doing some recordings 
that the high schools can use when needed. On-Site Admission Programs are not happening 



this year but to replace this we are waiving the fees for applications. Also doing a 
prospective parent webinar series that will launch this month. Community College 
Conference virtual event doubled the size of attendance, which was nice. Kelly talked about 
our campus tours. EXPLORE SIUE – there are virtual-tour for different schools are on certain 
days. Partnered with academic departments to make sure there is a virtual visit available at 
least once a month. Shut down visits in March, since March we have 1422 students 
registered for virtual visits and 729 if those students have actually checked in with 
admissions. Daily visits are offered, with a group limited to 9 participants one time a day 
verses the past limit of 40 participants 3 times a day. Masks are required at all times.   
Senator Aslin moved to open the floor for discussion, seconded by Senator Hawkins. 
Senator Aslin asked if there is any information about GRE testing or about Graduate 
admissions at all? “Todd answered that the undergraduate and graduate admissions do 
work together but that he doesn’t have any specifics about testing, but that each 
department sets their own requirements.”  Interior Affairs Officer Lutz asked, Is the Cougar 
Commitment that you talked about does it only apply to Freshman and Transfer students or 
can existing students get this?” Todd answered with “We have adjusted our language to 
incoming Freshman, so yes this does leave out current students. They also need to be 
residents of Illinois.” Floor was closed to discussion by Senator Aslin, seconded by Senator 
Perry. 

C. Phyleccia Cole – Senior Associate General Counsel 
Phyleccia spoke about changes being made to Student Grievance Code - 3C3. Chair of Policy 
Council – a copy of the document with track changes is available in Teams in the packet for 
this meeting – Briefly we looked at this policy to make changes, a discrepancy in the policy 
as to who could appeal an initial officer decision, previously “if either party appeals” which 
gave the impression that the student could appeal and also the faculty who was being 
aggrieved could also appeal. Then later in the policy it stated “student appeal” which made 
it very unclear. We have had some cases in the past couple of years where this has come up 
as an issue and we just wanted to clarify this. The practice has been that either party has 
been allowed to appeal, but this was not 100 % clear in the policy so that change was made 
to clarify that either party can appeal at the initial level but only the student can appeal at 
the next levels. So while we were looking over this change, you may have noticed that the 
this policy was last revised in 1998, so we decided to do an overhaul. Other changes, there 
was a definition of sexual orientation, decided this wasn’t really needed. Under the section 
for Student Rights, Number 5 updated language, some outdated terms there, used handicap 
instead of disability. Made it consistent with our Universities non-discriminatory policy. 
Adding some categories – civil union status, sexual orientation, gender identification, etc. 
Also under student right 18 updated this so that it includes bargaining tools. In the section G 
– the grievance timeline is not stayed by any informal process – just clarifying. Also took out 
the statement about mediation – as it has not been utilized. Made it broader not just 
mediation. Section H – clarifying that if a student wants to bring an internal grievance about 
a protected class that it needs to be brought to the EOA office, also cleaned up the 
language. No questions were asked. 
 
 



IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of September 28, 2020 meeting were approved by roll call vote. 
 

V. ADDITION TO AGENDA 
None 
 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
A. COVID 19 Updates, presented by COVID Coordinator Mike Schultz 

Madison County has not updated their rates the last couple of days but it had been hovering 
at 5 to 6% which was much better then the last time I was here. Restrictions have been 
reduced in our area. Edwardsville 5 new today, the 30 year olds is going up and the college 
age students going down. Campus we had a peek, two wee peek, 58 cases where we 
doubled it from the previous two week window. There is a couple of things, delay coming 
off labor day weekend and as we discussed last time there were some clusters in some of 
the off campus apartment complexes. Total positives 8/1 – through last Thursday 124 – 
Screening – a little bit of dip in test, Madison county mobile unit was on campus doing two 
days of testing and did over 270 tests on campus, students and community members. Have 
done a little push to remind people that there is testing on campus. Test positive rate is 
1.43% which is respectable. Diagnostic testing – 10 last week. Total test 555 so far this 
semester, housing is using 5% of 74 spaces available. Mandatory testing – Saliva based test 
through a partnership with U of I – there will be no cost to students, faculty and staff. Pilot 
should be in November so that one we can get some of the fear under control and we would 
like SG to participate in the pilot so that you all can advocate to alleviate the fear.  2021 – 
required testing within 48 hours of coming to campus, dining staff will be tested right away , 
possibly RA’s in housing. Looking at staff will be tested that first week back to work, faculty 
the second week and then the third week of January – as people are coming back. Students 
will be allowed to test as they get back to campus those first 3 weeks. If you are remote only 
you are not required to test but if you are returning to campus you must test then. After 
initial test, the frequency of the screening test will vary depending on several categories. 
Student, student employees, GA’s, TA’s – every 14 days, Faculty and Staff every 30 calendar 
days. Next steps for the committee – Develop the process; Develop the technology, Develop 
the Budget; Marketing; Followup. Senator Childerson moved to open floor for discussion, 
seconded by Senator Sheahan. Senator Childerson asked a clarifying question, the pilot 
testing will be in November, and to clarify that you want all of SG to participate to help with 
getting this up and help promote with us participating. We should be expecting an email or 
announcement come November. Mike replied, “Yes we are working on early November, but 
we need to work out the contract with U of I and get a signed agreement between us to get 
this actually going.” President Walters asked, Could you explain why Faculty and staff are 
only at every 30 days instead of every 14 days?” Mike replied,” that if you look at the 
numbers, faculty and staff is coming in with much lower numbers, nation wide also” Also 
President Walters asked does this also include dining services staff?, Mike replied, “Yes”. 
Senator Sheahan asked, In the surrounding communities schools there has actually been a 
clear difference between faculty and students positive rates with faculty actually being 
higher, so will there be any exceptions to this rule, like if they go out of state or to a high risk 



area, will they be required to tell the University and to get tested? Mike replied, “Yes there 
is already a policy on the books for faculty and staff, actually for everyone, if you travel 
outside the area you are supposed to quarantine for 14 days.  
Floor was closed for discussion by Senator Sheahan and Seconded by Senator Aslin. 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS  
1. Balloon Policy – Presented by Dr. Waple 

Campus balloon release policy was included in the packet for tonight, this was supposed to 
come to the senate in March for student review. This is coming from the sustainability group, 
balloons are causing environmental issues. No questions were asked. 

2. Petitioning Organizations 
A. Club Soda 

Section B: Purpose – The purpose of this club shall be: 
1. To create a safe and fun environment for students who want to opt out of the use of 
drugs and alcohol. 
2. To ensure all students have the opportunity to choose not to participate in the use of 
drugs and alcohol. 
3. To involve all students in an organization in which they can have fun, and meet new 
people regardless if they participate in the use of substances. 

Organizations Relations Officer Akpan presented this petition, Senator O’dell moved to approve, Senator 
Beck seconded. This passed with a roll call vote. 
 

3. Constitutional Revisions 
A. Pre-Medical Association 

Pre-Medical Association may charge dues as deemed appropriate, but the amount and 
frequency must be decided by a majority vote of eligible voting members. (Revision approved 9-
23-2020). 

Amendment 1 
The Pre-Medical Association will offer an events planner officer position. (Approved 9-23-2020). 

Amendment 2 
If an officer position is vacated at any point before the conclusion of the elected term, a special 
election shall be held to fill the position. (Approved 9-23-2020). 

Organizations Relations Officer Akpan presented these revisions, Senator Aslin moved to approve, 
Senator Beck seconded. This passed with a roll call vote. 

B. GO CAPS 

They are wanting to add two social justice chair positions, one first year and one second year. These two 
will kind of turn their perspective outward and talk about social justice ways they can fundraise or just 
raise awareness for issues going on in their community, and how they can become involved. 

Organizations Relations Officer Akpan presented these revisions, Senator Aslin moved to approve, 
Senator O’Dell seconded. This passed with a roll call vote. 
VIII. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS/PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

 
IX. OPEN FORUM 



Questions from the live streaming: none 
 

X. SENATE REPORTS 
Senator Aslin: Continuing to attend committee meetings, Senator Perry and I are still trying to 
find a date that works for both of us. 
Senator Beck: Talked to Dean last week and he said one of the big issues is the disconnect with 
students right now. Senator O’Dell and Senator Childerson and myself are working to get 
something that will get students more engaged with faculty and other students. 
Senator Brimm: Attending some committee meetings that I will report on at next meeting 
Senator Burnett: Currently working on a School of Nursing Trivia night, virtually. 
Senator Childerson: Continuing to go to committee meetings, Cans on the Quad this week. And 
looking forward to working with Senator Beck on more student engagement 
Senator Goren: Maintaining contact with department chairs, continued research on an 
accessible campus plan 
Senator Hawkins: Attended Parking and Traffic meeting, item to note Rendallman hall parking 
use to have a 2 hour limit for parking – it will no longer have that for this semester 
Senator Jones: Nothing to report 
Senator Morkin: Senator Ho and I have been keeping close contact with other Dental students, 
worked a community outreach event today 
Senator O’Dell: Recently attended a diversity and inclusion committee meeting as a student 
representative, excited to see what this committee can accomplish. Also excited to work with 
Senators Beck and Brimm on some projects we have been doing 
Senator Perry: Spending lots of hours with the Mandatory Testing Committee, working on 
figuring out the policy and of course speaking for students there. Diversity committee last 
Tuesday with D.O. McKenzie and looking forward to see what this committee does this year. 
Senator Pruitt: Planning a Freshman in person event with Senator Sheahan to get the students 
more connected. 
Senator Randolph: meeting with Society of Woman Engineers and hope to get a program going 
with collaboration between them and SG 
Senator Schruman: Please read the first part of my report in the packet, there is some things 
going on in our community that needs attention. Also this past week SG partnered with 
PanHellenic for Mental health Awareness Week and we had some really good events, thank you 
to all who participated. 
Senator Sheahan: Waiting to close student survey until the end of this week, have reached out 
to some of the students, that had issues that were time sensitive topics. Thank you to Senator 
Schurman and Senator Wheeler for being great partners for the Mental Health Awareness event 
and Thank you to all who participated. 
Senator Shiau: Reminder Pharmacy students are still on rotation. My first meeting for the ASP – 
Student Policy - is still working through finding a date with all the committee members.  
Senator Wheeler: Attended the SOAB meeting and have another Friday – Mental Health week 
last week and Thank you to all who participated. 
Senator Wensing: I added this to the document that President Walters has on Teams for the 
Health services fee proposal. I had brought this up at the UCB meeting and one of the UCB 
members is a parent to two SIUE students and voice their concern that this could be a barrier to 



students to use the services. And another member wondered if they couldn’t make the first visit 
free for students and then charge the $10 fee. 
 

XI. EXECUTIVE REPORTS  
President Walters: Update on Student Appreciation Day went last Thursday, we gave away 100 
bucket hats and had lots of good conversations with students – really popular event 
Vice President Akpan: Wednesday will be attending the first Strategic Planning Meeting, I’m a 
part of a group that is focused on increasing the enrollment of a diverse student body that 
allows for better adjustment to the ever-changing higher education community  
Student Trustee Graham: BOT met this past week to approve the RAMP Capital requests, these 
requests for projects across all SIU campus’ – some of the Edwardsville projects are Dunham Hall 
roof, Peck Hall exterior repairs, and campus wide elevator repairs. 
Financial Officer Dreppard: SOLO and the Finance recording for that as well as the recording for 
the make up session. We have Single Semester Allocation going out soon and we have FB this 
Friday. 
Internal Affairs Officer Lutz: We got approved – we are having an in person event – going to 
Releike Pumpkin Farm and we are doing a virtual movie night too. Details to follow. 
External Affairs Officer Kyle: Can on the Quad – was today – decent amount of donations – if 
you still want to donate please leave donations on my desk and I will count everything up on 
Wednesday while I’m in the office – Donations being picked up then. 
Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard: M&C meeting last week – talked to committee 
members about new merchandise to get made for upcoming tabling opportunities – will let you 
all know when these will be happening. 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan: Had an SOAb meeting – we didn’t have quorum but they 
were approved at this meeting tonight – End the Stigma withdrew their petition and Every Vote 
Counts didn’t show up for the meeting. But I just got notice they will be at the next meeting. I 
also facilitated a discussion at SOLO 
Student Diversity Officer McKenzie: Diversity Committee meeting this morning- talked about 
having the members more involved on events around campus. Hoping that each member can 
provide feedback. Diversity statement hasn’t been revised since 2013 – will be revising to 
include the new anti-racism and new task forces. 
 

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Advisor Laux: Shout out to anyone who assisted with Student Appreciation Day – Shout out to  
Hayleigh on bonding events – Great job Kaitlyn on Cans on the Quad – Good job on work on 
Mental Health Week and shout out to Sophia for the great social media work on that event. 
Hashbrown Huddle: Virtual this year on October 23rd – please register is you haven’t yet – The 
email is from Tyler Manning 
Phase 4 – Illinois phase 4 updates -reminder to continue to do your event planning forms  
 
Diversity Officer McKenzie – Diversity day October 14, 15 – I will be presenting on Thursday  
BLM protest Saturday from 1-3 at the Madison County Courthouse in Edwardsville 
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT  



Motion to adjourn made by Senator O’Dell 
Adjournment was at 7:21 pm 



MINUTES OF THE STUDENT SENATE 
SOUTHERN ILLINIOS UNIVERSITY EDWARDSVILLE 

Zoom Meeting 
Monday, October 26, 2020- 6:00 p.m. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The Student Senate of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville convened on October 26, 2020, 
via zoom call. Vice President Akpan called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Vice President Akpan, Senator Aslin, Senator Beck, Senator Brimm, Senator 
Childerson, Senator Jackson, Senator Goren, Senator Jones, Senator Obert , Senator Hawkins, 
Senator Morkin,  Senator Krager,  Senator Pruitt, Senator Randolph, Senator Schurman, Senator 
Sheahan, Senator Shiau, Senator Wheeler and Senator Wensing. 
Members Absent: Senator Burnett, Senator Ho, Senator O’Dell, Senator Perry 
Quorum was established with 18 voting members present. 
Others Present: President Walters, Student Trustee Graham, Financial Officer Dreppard, Internal 
Affairs Officer Lutz, External Affairs Officer Kyle, Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard, 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan, Student Diversity Officer Mckenzie, MUC Director Karnes, 
KSIC Associate Director Laux, Office Support Specialist Ermer, Vice Chancellor Student Affairs 
Waple,  Assoc. Vice Chancellor Student Affairs Roccia, Director of Business Operations Birke, 
Director of Athletics Hall, Dr. Robert Dixon, Associate Athletic Director DeClue 
 

III. SPEAKERS 
A. Director of Athletics Tim Hall, Associate Professor Dixon, Associate Athletic Director 

DeClue 
Director Hall spoke about the impact of COVID on SIUE athletics, both the Ohio Valley and 
Mid-American conference postponed all fall competitions. Our athletes have continued to 
train at the same level as pre pandemic, all the funds that have been saved during this 
period will be need for the 5 month period when all of our sports will be competing at the 
same time, both fall and spring sports. Funds are also being utilized to purchase PPE and do 
mandatory COVID testing of all the athletes.  Basketball – November; Wrestling, Cross 
Country, Indoor Track and Field, and Tennis – January; Softball, Baseball, Golf and Volleyball 
-February; Soccer, Outdoor track and field – March. Budget – total 8.94 million which puts 
us in the bottom 4% of all division 1 institutions and bottom 8% of division 1-AAA and lowest 
in Ohio Valley and 2nd lowest in state of Illinois.  Institutional Support total 1.99 Million 
which is lowest in Ohio valley and State of Illinois. Student Fee Support is 4.74 million which 
is 53% of our annual operating budget. SIUE is the lowest for institutional support but we 
are the highest at 53% for student fee support. Remaining budget comes from revenues of 
ticket sales and other fundraising. If there was a 3% athletic fee increase for the student fee, 
this would mean an increase for 21/22 is equal to $.43 a credit hour, $5.40 a semester. 
Q&A Senator Aslin moved to open floor, Senator Sheahan seconded.  
Diversity Officer McKenzie asked, “Moorehead is at 83% institution support but 0% from 
student fees, have we looked at how they make it work and why we can’t” Hall answered, 
Kentucky has a law that it is not allowed to use student fees for athletics, whereas my 



former institute was the opposite where we only used student fees and no institute money. 
Every state is different. We are continuing to work on finding ways for funding outside of 
fees and institution support.  Dixon added that the state of Illinois is decreasing their 
contribution to the programs. Student Trustee Graham asked, “What considerations have 
been taken to a partial refund to students, since there haven’t been any events to attend 
this semester?” Hall answered, It really hasn’t been talked about in great detail, if you look 
at that we are still support and run our programs, even though we aren’t competiting the 
expenses are still there and need to be paid. It is important to keep those revenues, travel 
expenses that will be increasing come January when we have more teams competiting then 
we have buses for. Usually our 3 buses are enough to handle all of our teams traveling but 
with the possibility of 7 teams traveling at one time then we will have to lease some buses 
to accommodate.  Graham asked, “What are the chances that we will actually be able to 
play all of those competitions?” Hall answered, we will get in what we can get in, there will 
most likely be stoppages, look at what has happened in professional sports. Our athletes are 
making the sacrifices necessary to keep themselves and their teammates safe and healthy 
so that they are ready to compete.  
Floor was closed for discussion by Senator Alsin and seconded by Senator Beck. 
 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of October 12, 2020 meeting were approved by roll call vote. 
 

V. ADDITION TO AGENDA 
1. Kelly Jo Karnes and Paula Birke – Fee Review Presentation         

              Paula Birke spoke about the changes to an hourly fee model from a model where there were 
different fees for different process’. The average cost of credit hour was calculated and a straight flat fee 
was developed that everyone pays for credit hour.  
              Kelly Jo spoke about the different fees that students pay –  
Intercollegiate Athletics: This fee is simply to keep up with increased costs of operating expenses of University 
Athletics.  

Facilities: This fee is used to fund current and future University projects (such as renovations of buildings, 
classrooms, and landscapes). 

University Housing: The Housing fees are only charged to those students living in University Housing. It provides 
maintenance and security of the University Housing area, personal and academics counseling, disseminates 
information through announcements, and residence life programs encourage social growth and physical activity. 

Information Technology: The IT fee provides for bandwidth enhancement, greater campus and classroom 
connectivity, instructional connectivity, hardware maintenance, and lifecycle replacement of infrastructure and 
equipment. This fee goes towards maintaining applications such as Blackboard, Starfish, Turnitin, CoursEval, and 
others. 

Morris University Center: This fee funds the organizational and operational costs of the MUC. It covers fees 
within dining services, some recreation services, the Cougar Store (bookstore), meeting room spaces, programming, 
and some retail space.  

Student Fitness Center: This fee funds the programs and activities of Campus Recreation. This also funds the 
overall functions of the Student Fitness Center.  



Student Success Center: This fee funds this interdependent support services for students and provides the overall 
upkeep of the Student Success Center.  

Student-to-Student: This fee funds the unexpected emergencies that could occur within a student’s life. This fee 
may not exceed $12.00 a year and it was established by the Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) Rules. 
This is the only fee that you may request a refund for. 

SWAF (Student Welfare and Activity Fee) 

• Student Activities and Organization (SAO) Sub-Fee: This sub-fee funds the organizational 
programming, student travel account, and general organization allocations.  This fund is managed 
and distributed through the Student Government Finance Board and Student Senate. 

• Student Programming Sub-Fee: This sub-fee funds the programmatic expenses of the Campus 
Activities Board and established all-University events (such as Welcome Week, Homecoming, 
Springfest, and Black Heritage Month). Such programs include films, speakers, bands, dances, and 
cultural programs. Cost of such programs includes technical costs, production fees, advertising 
and promotion costs, and professional fees and charges.  

• Student Government Sub-Fee: The Student Government sub-fee funds the organizational and 
service costs of the Student Senate, its officers, and the Executive Board. 

• Campus Recreation (Recreation Program) Sub-Fee: This sub-fee funds the operational and 
program expenditures of Campus Recreation.  

• Publications-Operations Sub-Fee: The Publication sub-fees fund the printing and other 
publication costs of the student newspaper, The Alestle, as well as replacement of equipment for 
The Alestle. Also supports the radio station. 

• Student Counseling & Health Services Sub-Fee: This sub-fee funds the operational and 
program expenditures of Counseling & Health Services.  

• Career Development Center Sub-Fee: This sub-fee funds departmental operational costs 
including salaries, equipment, commodities, contractual services, and telecommunications which 
allow the CDC to continue to provide high quality services and programming to SIUE students.  

Textbook Services: This fee covers primary expenses which include the increased cost of books and purchase of 
new adoptions of books and materials for courses, as well as an increase in ebook access codes, which are single 
use. 

Course Delivery Fee: The fee provides funding of compliance services for state and federal distance education 
regulations, including both online and off-campus course offerings; funding for URCA projects; support for strategic 
online course development and re-development of existing online courses; marketing for off-campus programs and 
seed money for online and other new programs; universal design activities for student accessibility; and other 
activities such as online and on-ground proctoring services for SIUE students. 

The next thing we need to discuss is the process for fee review for this year: Dr. Waple spoke about how 
things are being done this year, about two weeks ago we weren’t going to have a possibility of a fee 
increase, last year there was not a fee increase. We were working through some budgets and noticing 
that some of them were going to be suffering if there is no fee increase. The Chancellor brought up that 
we need to think about the possibility for a fee increase. Normally we would have several months to 
work on the fee proposal, in years past we would make a fee proposal at the December board meeting 
and have a final BOT vote in February. Dr. Mahoney has changed the process so that there is a proposal 
in February and the final BOT vote in April, he wants to align this more with the State budget timeline. 
We have to have our fee proposal to BOT by January 7th , so you can see that the timeline has shrunk. 
There is only 2 weeks left for SG to look over the fees and do a vote for or against the proposed fee 
increase.  In the past SG would get the fee proposal at the end but with the timeline crunch this year we 
are flipping it and you all are getting the proposal at the beginning of the process, so you can have a 



better idea of what is happening. It will look similar what SG receives; fee increases per area with bullet 
points on what that supports. SG should be getting the proposal by the end of this week. Possibility 
there is availability for a get together for all the parties to be available to answer questions, with the 
directors of the groups available to answer these questions. Mandatory fees that everyone pays but 
Housing is only those in housing, Dining is only those who have the meal plan. We will go through this 
process and at the end we are asking for your vote for or against then it moves on to the University 
Planning and Budget Committee, there are SG reps on this committee, then the Chancellor’s Council for 
a final review before the BOT. Come April the BOT can still turn it all down.  
Senator Aslin moved to open the floor for discussion, Seconded by Senator Beck. 
Senator Aslin asked, “Wasn’t there a freeze last year into this year?” Waple answered that it was a one-
year fee freeze. Waple stated that before this process was started the BOT was asked if they were open 
to a proposal for a fee hike this year. Senator Aslin asked “Is there a system in place to prevent a 10 or 
15% increase in fees in a year?” Waple, great question, yes there will not be any raising of fees above 3% 
which calculates to about $93 per year for a 15-credit hour student. Senator Aslin asked, “Is there a limit 
per department for increase?” Waple answered with that the overall increase can not exceed 3%, 
example used was: Athletics comes in at 4%, MUC comes in at 3% and Facilities comes in at 2% and 
Academics affairs at 3% - overall we are at 3%.  So, then the departments have to hash out who gets 
what of the increase. Diversity Officer McKenzie, “Last year there were some fee increases that Senate 
said no too, so if we say know is there a plan?” Waple said that we are going to try and bring you 
something that you will support, but we want to hear what you as students support or don’t support. 
Think deeply about this and ask the right questions, so that you can get the details behind the request 
for increase. Those discussions did not happen last year with the people behind the requests. That is 
why we are wanting to have an opportunity for these questions to get answered. McKenzie asked, “Will 
our opinion be taken to account?” Waple stated of course, we wouldn’t ask for your opinion if we were 
going to take it into account.  Trustee Graham asked if it was the entire BOT who votes, Waple said yes 
the entire BOT votes, which includes Trustee Graham. Senator Beck asked, “Tuition vs. fee, how 
guaranteed is it that there won’t be a tuition increase?” Waple, that is what I’ve heard but I can’t 
guarantee that. Beck asked, “Can we come back with a counter fee rather than just a yes or no?” “In 
other words, can there be a little negotiation?” Waple, there is negotiation time, you would have to 
have some really good reasons, not just I don’t like this or that, I would hope that you would ask some 
specific questions of the people who are proposing the fee increases. Paula Birke talked about the areas 
in the University that have bond payments that are fixed expense that has to be paid. The SSC is one 
that operates strictly from Student Fees and they have a bond payment that increases each year so even 
if their other expenses stay the same their bond payment increases.  Every department has made cuts 
this last year and any further reductions is going to impact the students, any thing else is going to be 
very noticeable to the student’s services. An example of one department the MUC, which includes 
dining services is 2 million dollars in the hole, housing which cut 1 million from their budget is even 
worse off. There have been positions cut both student and staff positions that are sitting unfilled.  
Student Affairs has 11 fee areas and we are only asking for an increase in 4 areas. Senator Schrumann 
asked, “What is a bond payment” Birke answered, bonds have been sold to pay for projects and we are 
paying them back, like a mortgage.  Waple added that the housing’s bond payment is 10 million dollars a 
year. Senator Childerson added that it is an increasing payment as well. Senator Sheahan asked, “Will 
the co pay issue with Health services be revisited with now the possibility of a fee increase?” Waple 



stated that the proposal from them does not include this co pay. Senator Sheahan moved to close the 
floor for discussion and seconded by Senator Jackson. 
 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS  
1. New Organization Allocation Request 

A. HOSA 

Financial Officer Dreppard presented the facts about this request and recommended it 
for approval. Senator Aslin moved to approve, seconded by Senator Sheahan. This was 
approved by roll call vote. 

 
VIII. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS/PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

 
IX. OPEN FORUM 

Questions from the live streaming: none 
 

X. SENATE REPORTS 
Senator Aslin: Attending committee meetings. 
Senator Beck: Information from the Dean about survey from 1800 students, will be working 
with other senators on this information. 
Senator Brimm: Going to committee meetings, no curriculum council meeting, Registration 
dates November 2nd, seniors and priority students, November 5 Juniors, November 9 
sophomores and November 12 for freshman and all others. 
Senator Childerson: Last week went to UPBC meeting, excited mid terms are over. 
Senator Goren: no committee meetings but the next SOAB meeting is Friday. Sent survey to 
ACCESS students and have gotten some response, hoping for more. President Walters has been 
assisting me with my accessible campus proposal. 
Senator Hawkins:  Attending a meeting this Friday, met with Ronald for the mid semester check 
in and have a good plan on how to wrap up the semester 
Senator Jackson: Apologize for my lack of involvement in SG thus far, and if anyone needs 
assistance with anything please let me know. 
Senator Jones: Nothing to add to report, finishing up my survey and trivia this week. 
Senator Krager: Met with Ronald for mid semester meet up and Ideas for an event soon and 
other then that attending committee meetings. 
Senator Morkin: Not much happening at the Dental school, not much to report 
Senator Obert: Attended the RHA meeting, and the annual Halloween blood drive this Thursday 
the 29th 
Senator Pruitt: Committee meetings coming up and hope everyone has a good halloween 
Senator Randolph: No committee meetings since the last senate, trivia night and survey  coming 
along 
Senator Schruman: Next Intercollegiate Athletics meeting is this Friday. 



Senator Sheahan: Things are slowing down – survey 236 responses total, hoping to schedule 
something online – since we seem to be going back to limited attendance. F & S life are doing 
lots of volunteer events this upcoming weeks. Let’s support all these community services events 
when we can.  
Senator Shiau: First Academic Standing Committee meeting was last week. As for Pharmacy 
students, there is going to be a research conference where professors come and talk about their 
research so that students can get involved. Blood drive competition going on between the 
pharmacy classes, due to COVID there has been a lack of blood donations. 
Senator Wheeler: Attended the SG bonding event, was really fun. Will be attending two 
meetings this Friday. 
Senator Wensing: School of Pharmacy Senators had a zoom meet this last week. One concern 
was for picking up books for Spring semester, since we start a week early the pickup this 
semester was quite hectic, we are hoping for a smoother pick up for Spring. 
 

XI. EXECUTIVE REPORTS  
President Walters: Thank you everyone for attending Hashbrown Huddle, Lots of good ideas 
came out of the huddle, hopefully we can see them come to life. 
Vice President Akpan: Have had some 1 on 1’s with Senators, those who I haven’t met with yet I 
will be reaching out to you to get a meeting on the calendar. 
Student Trustee Graham: The next BOT meeting is December 3rd at the Carbondale campus but 
if it gets moved online then I will share the youtube link so you all can watch. 
Financial Officer Dreppard: Single semester application went out and an email with a list of all 
the organizations that have Annual allocations this year. 
Internal Affairs Officer Lutz:  Thank you who came to the bonding event this last Saturday, we 
have a virtual event coming this week, zoom link will be on Teams, and I’m working on a 
bonding event for November. 
External Affairs Officer Kyle: Coming up we have Veterans Day lunch, form will be sent out for 
all of you to fill out to have Thank you notes attached to their lunches.  
Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard: If you can complete the google form that is in 
the GroupMe on I vote Because – so I can have posts all the way up until the election day 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan: SOAB meeting on 16th was canceled, we have 2 for this 
Friday. 
Student Diversity Officer McKenzie: Highlight that I reached out to Vanessa Brown about 
revising the Universities Diversity Statement  
 

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Advisor Laux: Thank you to all that attended Hashbrown Huddle; Great ideas hope they can 
come to fruition.  Reminder that early voting on campus starts this Wednesday thru Friday, this 
is for Madison County voters. Or you can drop off absentee ballots as well. Also as Senator 
Sheahan mentioned there are some community services opportunities on campus – remember 
that the Kimmel host Service Saturdays and these are small groups that are providing services 
safetly. And region 4 is moving back to phase 3 which is affecting our room occupancy.  
 



Director Karnes: Piggy backing on Sarah the MUC will have to be readjusting the sitting situation 
with the county moving back a phase, and no indoor dining. Also remember that next Tuesday, 
election day, you have not class. If you are registered to vote – get out and vote. 
 
Senator Aslin: Leadership wise – hosting a Diversity Panel on Wednesday – submitting a 
question and get a beanie.  
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT  
Motion to adjourn made by Senator Wheeler 
Adjournment was at 7:23 pm  



MINUTES OF THE STUDENT SENATE 
SOUTHERN ILLINIOS UNIVERSITY EDWARDSVILLE 

Zoom Meeting 
Monday, November 9, 2020- 6:00 p.m. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The Student Senate of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville convened on November 9, 2020, 
via zoom call. Vice President Akpan called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Vice President Akpan, Senator Aslin, Senator Beck, Senator Brimm, Senator 
Childerson, Senator Jackson, Senator Goren, Senator Jones, Senator Obert , Senator Hawkins, 
Senator Morkin,  Senator Krager, Senator Burnett, Senator Ho, Senator O’Dell, Senator Perry, 
Senator Randolph, Senator Schurman, Senator Sheahan, Senator Shiau, Senator Wheeler and 
Senator Wensing. 
Members Absent: Senator Pruitt 
Quorum was established with 21 voting members present. 
Others Present: President Walters, Student Trustee Graham, Financial Officer Dreppard, Internal 
Affairs Officer Lutz, External Affairs Officer Kyle, Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard, 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan, Student Diversity Officer Mckenzie, MUC Director Karnes, 
KSIC Associate Director Laux, Office Support Specialist Ermer, Vice Chancellor Student Affairs 
Waple,  Assoc. Vice Chancellor Student Affairs Roccia, COVID Coordinator Schlutz, Dr. Taylor, Dr. 
Cobb and Director of Business Operations Birke 
 

III. SPEAKERS 
1. Dr, Waple, Dr. Taylor and Dr. Cobb – Fee Review 

The floor was given to the speakers by Vice President Akpan, Dr. Waple replied that they were 
there to answer questions and did not have a presentation, he directed it to Director Karnes for 
clarification. Director Karnes asked Dr. Waple if he could do a brief overview of how the fees 
shook out this year and then let the students ask questions. Dr. Waple talked about how the 
process is different this year and that himself, Dr. Cobb, Dr. Taylor, and Dr. Hall all met via zoom 
last week to go over all the fees to try and come up with an acceptable fee increase to present.  
They had heard loud and clear from SG last year and earlier this year that the University needed 
to have a better commitment to our Athletic Department and try and reduce the fees charged 
that go towards athletics. We have tried to do that with this request. Typically, there is a 3% cap 
and this year it is at 2.6% which is below. Went to Chancellors Council and we all agree that this 
was a good increase, there are 6 fees total that are asking for an increase.  The IT fee that Dr. 
Cobb can speak too, the facilities fee that Dr. Taylor can speak too and the textbook, SSC, MUC 
and Health and Counseling that Dr. Waple can speak too. Dr. Waple asked that the questions for 
Dr. Cobb and Dr. Taylor be addressed first so that they may leave the meeting if they wish, since 
Dr. Waple stays for the entire meeting anyway.  
Q&A Senator Aslin moved to open floor, Senator Beck seconded.  
Senator Aslin asked “How much of the Rendalman Hall renovations will come from Alumni 
donors or other money outside institution rather than the student fee dollars?” Dr. Taylor 
answered with a general comment on facility maintenance, there is a long list of maintenance 



that has been deferred as there just isn’t enough money to do the maintenance other than 
essential items, such as roofs, elevators, and with COVID 19 restrictions quite a bit of funds have 
been spent on sanitation, PPE gear and just keeping the buildings and classrooms safe. The 
school of Engineering currently has a hose and bucket to catch water from a hole in the roof, 
there is mold on the Engineering building, the list just goes on and on. So the percentage of the 
increase that we are talking about is to address the general maintenance, what we are typically 
doing is responding to emergencies and maintaining the status quo, we want to keep the lights 
on the A/C running, all the essential services that we need to make sure your classrooms are 
functioning and the roads are safe, there is a lot things going on including some major 
renovations. Dr. Waple interrupted to restate Senator Aslin’s question, “Would private dollars 
be used on the renovation of Rendallman?” And answered it himself, with not really, Dr. Taylor 
backed that up with that those funds are coming from donors. Dr. Taylor restated that the 
facilities management is stretch pretty thin with the money they have now to maintain all three 
campus’, went on to reemphasize that the priority is to make sure the campus is safe for the 
students, faculty and staff. Senator Aslin asked that we clarify on the fee review document that 
the facility fees are for maintenance purposes and not for Rendalman renovations alone. So that 
when we vote on the document that we are voting with the correct clarification. Director Birke 
stated that the document can be updated. Senator Sheahan asked a question for the IT 
representative, “How much has increased because of the online format now, has this caused an 
increase or is it just upkeep in general?” Dr. Cobb answered that it is a combination of things, 
certainly the move to remote has required an expansion of computing infrastructure. In the 
early COVID there was a significant investment that had to be made to move everyone online, 
but then there are just on-going expenses with remote learning or hybrid classes, software 
licenses that students need to take their classes. Computing infrastructure that they need and 
will continue to be necessary. This doesn’t even keep up with the expenses that are incurred 
with the need for a computing infrastructure. There is additional expansion of licensing, and 
infrastructure. Senator Perry asked, “Why are we spending additional money for licenses for 
those things when like our Zoom doesn’t have captioning capabilities, although that is a 
accessibility issue, my ultimate question is how many students are utilizing these two programs 
on a personal device?” Dr. Cobb answered, that the list does not include all the items that the 
fees will cover, it is just listing the most pressing, you are right that there are additional cost for 
making sure the accessibility for all students are met. Senator Beck asked, “Why were there 
deferred maintenance items and how was it decided to defer those items?” Dr. Taylor 
answered, we rank order and prioritize things, simply if they have to do with safety, like water, 
air, stairwells, those types of things. We have been waiting for the state to release about 24 
million dollars in deferred maintenance money, and the money we get from student fees off 
sets those deferred maintenance items a little, we still have to rank order items that we want to 
address first. Safety is first, COVID 19 has added stress to the safety issues on campus. Dr. Waple 
added, remember we didn’t have a fee increase last year, so Dr. Taylor, who is new to this 
position, has inherited a year without a fee increase, COVID 19 and no state money and is 
managing all those things as well.  Dr. Cobb is also managing without the fee increase. Senator 
Beck followed up with a question, “As far as the 2.6% fee increase is that finite, say the economy 
tanks in the next 2 months or so, is there a possibility that there will be a bigger increase?” Dr. 
Waple answered, the fee is all the higher we will go, now if you all want to go higher up to 3%, 



but 2.6% is a good number for the increase. Senator Beck asked, “If fall of 2021 we don’t see 
that 24 million dollars from the state, will we see another 3% increase in fees, or would we see 
another 2.6% increase?” Dr. Taylor answered, we are very sensitive to the fact that we can not 
fee increase our way out of all our money issues. Dr. Waple added, we are only asking for an 
increase in 6 out of 16 fees. We have a lot of areas that are not asking for a fee increase. Senator 
Beck asked, “Would you see us needing the same amount next year?” Dr. Waple answered, 
typically the max increase is 3%, like Dr. Taylor stated there is no fee increase large enough to 
get us out of all the money issues. There are all kinds of challenges with less students on ground, 
but we still have to maintain campus. We put together the proposal after our Chancellor went 
to President Mahoney and asked if we could propose a fee increase. There was some confusion 
as to whether all the questioning was done, this was clarified by KJK that questions for Dr. Taylor 
and Dr. Cobb were finished and now we would move onto questions for Dr. Waple. Senator 
Aslin asked, “Will this fee adjustment effect the co-pay proposal?” Dr. Waple answered that, we 
assumed that the other fees would not be approved by SG, Aslin stated I am asking about the 
Co-Pay. There was a lot of back and forth with what exactly is being asked whether there would 
be a co-pay next semester. Director Birke finally stepped in and stated that it has been assumed 
there would not be a co-pay implemented and so was not taken into consideration when 
coming up with a fee increase amount for Health Services. Senator Perry asked, “Can you 
explain the 3-year adoption cycle for Graduate textbooks?” Dr. Waple answered, this is the 
beginning of the 3-year adoption phase, so graduate textbooks will be able to order textbooks 
for the next 3 years. Director Karnes and I talked with many faculty members in the Graduate 
school about this program, graduate books cost a little bit more then undergraduate, so we are 
trying to make it more cost effective. $300,000 or more for graduate textbooks. Director Birke 
jumped in with a further explanation, so 3 years ago was when we switched to the fee structure 
we currently use, and that was when graduate textbooks were allowed into the textbook fees, 
we are hitting the 3 years mark so they are up for renewal. Senator Perry followed up with, “So 
if the program doesn’t use the fee, does this require them to use it or can they still decide not to 
use the program?” Birke answered correct, they can still decide not to use the program. We at 
the University can’t dictate what faculty are using in the classroom. We have the program 
available, but we can’t tell them they have to use it. Senator Beck asked, “Next year, as we are 
coming to a new fee review, would be see a drop in the request from textbook services since 
this would not be a factor?” Dr. Waple answered, our hope is that we don’t come back to SG for 
a request for fees for Athletics and then that fee would come down a bit, that is the goal. 
Senator asked, “If there has been any discussion about changing divisions for athletics?” Dr. 
Waple stated, No, we are D-1 to stay. Senator Perry asked, “In regards, to if the student fee, one 
of the MUC is to offset the minimum wage increase, would there be away for more student jobs 
on campus?” Dr. Waple answered, there are couple factors, the fee increase is one piece, but 
the student occupancy on campus would need to increase. The use of our facilities would need 
to increase for this to happen. This wage increase includes employees, GA’s, dining staff. If in the 
fall the classes go back to on campus, then we might see some increase to income.  We could 
still get to April, and this is out of our control, and have our fee increase proposal rejected. 
There will cause our major challenges to escalate. Please email me with any questions. 
Floor was closed for discussion by Senator Aslin and seconded by Senator O’Dell. 

 



 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes of October 26, 2020 meeting were approved by roll call vote. 
 

V. ADDITION TO AGENDA 
 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
1. COVID 19 updates: SIUE COVID Coordinator Schlutz 

Schlutz shared the Madison County COVID stats as well as our campus stats for the last few 
weeks. County positivity rate is 11.47% mitigation won’t go down until we hit below 8%. 
Edwardsville is second highest numbers; our population is part of that. Our campus positive test 
for 14 days is at 19. Friday’s numbers to today, we are already past our weekly total of 11. We 
are trying to get to Thanksgiving without having to make anymore changes to campus. The 
Governor has mandated that restaurants to not serve inside but that is not happening. There 
have been some parties happening within the student population.  This semester 174 positives, 
23 have happen in last 2 weeks. Families are asking students to get tested before they come 
home for Thanksgiving to avoid bringing the virus home, we strongly suggest you get tested 
before going home.  Our positivity rate has remained fairly low, need to finish strong. We have 
run into a roadblock with the mandatory testing, first none of the institutions in Illinois has 
come to a contractual agreement, but the U of I Shield does not have FDA approval to use 
outside their community. We are continuing with the planning and looking for a new approach. 
Here is what we are looking at now for return to campus. University Housing Students, since 
they are living on campus will be asked to test prior to coming back to campus. What is being 
asked of on-ground students and employees is to test here within 48 hours of return. We are 
looking at after the initial testing in January, we would be doing random, incentive-based testing 
for on-ground community. Also get your flu-shots – they are available through health services; it 
is more important this year to prevent the flu and strange looks from people thinking you have 
COVID. 
Q&A Senator Aslin moved to open floor, Senator Brimm seconded. 
Senator Aslin asked, “Do we have a point where testing results come back to high, and how 
close are we to that point, where we would shut down campus?” Schlutz answered, there is a 
document that has been worked on for the last couple months, called Triggers and Mitigations, 
it is a document that exactly lays out that kind of information. It is going to the core team that 
meets 3 times a week. That are dealing with making decisions. The document is going for 
approval on Wednesday. The document will go public once approved. There are different levels 
of triggers with different mitigations. Dr. Waple added, based on the proposed mitigations we 
are not near a mitigation, I think we will make it to Thanksgiving and then we will see what 
happens after Thanksgiving. Schlutz gave an example about a situation that happened a couple 
of weeks ago with an off-campus housing unit.  Senator Childerson asked, “I have done two 
screening tests on campus, both negative, with both of them my results took respectively 2 days 
and 4 days, is there a plan for the new testing to have quicker results?” Schlutz answered, that 
we are very concerned about this and the current process is we are using Quest labs and our 
screening tests go to the bottom of the pile, we are concerned with the increase of test in the 
region in January that the results would actually take longer. We are in negotiations with a firm 



now that will guarantee us results within 72 hours, but they have told me that they plan to get 
them to us quicker then that. Senator Sheahan asked, “Will there be an incentive for students 
who live close to campus to come in early to get their test?” Schlutz answered that our plan is to 
start testing January 4th, with the plan to get staff and student employees tested the first week. 
Second week to get faculty tested. We won’t turn anyone away, and any students that live close 
to come in and get tested before the away students return and have to test. Senator Aslin 
asked, “If I were to live off campus, and I leave for whatever, would it be 48 hours after I return 
or 48 hours after I come to campus?” Schlutz answered, it would be 48 hours after you reengage 
with campus. External Affairs Officer Kyle asked, “How would testing work for the students that 
have opted to stay in housing during break period?” Schlutz answered, Director Sadarous is 
working on a policy for this very matter. Right now, it states that as soon as the January testing 
starts that they will be encouraged to get tested. Senator Schurman asked, “What kind of testing 
is being offered?” Schlutz answered that we would be using the saliva test. Going for the 
random sample, we are looking between the nasal swab or the tickle the brain nasal swab. It will 
be between these or the saliva test. Senator Beck asked, “If a vaccine is discovered, will we be 
required to get that vaccine?” Schlutz replied, that has not been determined. Senator Beck 
followed up with, “As far as the incentives go for testing and one being tuition waiver, where 
would the funding come for that?” Schlutz answered, the University has an allotment of tuition 
waivers per state guidelines, so it would just be one of those, it would not be a student fee since 
it is on the tuition side. Waple added that we have also talked about using our foundation 
accounts for some of the incentives, we wouldn’t use student fee dollars for that. Senator Aslin 
asked, “I may have mis-understood, but when we were talking about the saliva test, I thought 
that we couldn’t use that since it wasn’t FDA approved?” Schultz answered that the U of I Shield 
program doesn’t have FDA approval but the lab we are looking at using does have FDA approval. 
Many Universities have approval for the saliva test, U of I has campus approval just not outside 
their campus, it is specific to the lab it is tied too.  
Floor was closed for discussion by Senator Wheeler and seconded by Senator Hawkins. 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
1. New Organization Allocation Request 

A. Pre-Health Hub 

Financial Officer Dreppard presented the facts about this request and recommended it for 
approval. Senator Wheeler moved to approve, seconded by Senator Burnett. This was approved 
by roll call vote. 

 

2. Virtual Conference Funding Request 
A. Student Affairs Graduate Alliance; $600 

NASPA Virtual Conference; March 16-26, 2021 
Financial Officer Dreppard presented the facts about this request and recommended it for 
approval. Senator O’Dell moved to approve, seconded by Senator Beck. This was approved by 
roll call vote. 
 

 



3. Petitioning Organizations 
A. Every Vote Counts 

Organization Relations Officer Akpan presented the facts about this request and recommended 
it for approval. Senator Aslin moved to approve, seconded by Senator Burnett. This was 
approved by roll call vote. 

 
VIII. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS/PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

 
IX. OPEN FORUM 

Questions from the live streaming: none 
 

X. SENATE REPORTS 
Senator Aslin: Continuing to attend UPBC, Graduate Council meetings, and recruiting students 
to participate in committees via the GetInvolved form. 
Senator Beck: The first part of my report talked about the incident that happened on Oct. 31, 
when this gentleman exposed himself to a girl, there is more information about that in the 
packet. There is a number to call if you are ever feeling unsafe and need someone to walk with 
you, recommend checking that out. The committee I’m in Finance and CHAPA, Senator 
Childerson and I are working on a workshop, this will be about 30 minutes of how to save or 
invest while in college. ROTH IRA or 401K these are very important.  
Senator Brimm: Attending committee meetings, publication meeting today – they are hiring 
writers. Also, Senator O’Dell and I are planning something else and she can talk about that. 
Senator Burnett: Planning a trivia night, looking for help if anyone is interested. Also have an 
Appeals and Traffic committee meetings this Friday. 
Senator Childerson: Continue to attend External Affairs Committee meetings as well as UPBC. 
As Senator Beck said we are both excited about this Finance workshop we are planning, I’m 
going to leave it at that so as to not get you all too over stimulated. Excited for the rest of the 
semester. 
Senator Goren: Working on my ACCESS survey, I got 35 responses, if you want to see the 
response message me and I can send them to you. Most of the responses stated that they were 
suffering from zoom fatigue and that they feel that they aren’t learning the material. I thought 
maybe we could work together to help the students with that.  I also have the Appeals and 
Traffic meetings on Friday. 
Senator Hawkins: Stress that Senator Sheahan had sent a document that the Athletic Director 
had sent out and I just wanted to add the AD wanted to stress that they were not making a 
formal ask for money and that they are merely looking at the situation if it were to occur.   
Senator Ho: Dental students seem to be doing fine still and I hope everyone is doing well. 
Senator Jackson: Report not in the packet. Textbook committee meeting on Friday, Senator 
Obert reached out to me about a movie night, I will let her talk more about that. 
Senator Jones: Highlight that we will be sending out our next survey this week and tomorrow I 
will be talking to Senator Randolph about our two events this semester. 
Senator Krager: Point out that I’ve been going to committee meetings and working on a survey 
to send to my constituents about how they like being taught, asynchronous or synchronous and 



what they would like to see happen with that. And I would like to say I am proud of what 
everyone has been doing this semester for SG. 
Senator Morkin: Really not much to add to my report in packet or to what Senator Ho stated. 
Senator Obert: I am planning a movie night for any student to come to with Senator Hawkins 
and Senator Jackson and hope to have more information about that soon. 
Senator O’Dell: Report not in the packet. As Senator Brimm said we are working on a school 
supply drive for education majors in our school and have been attending committee meetings. 
Senator Perry: Attending lots of Mandatory Testing Committee meetings, and like I said if there 
is anything you want brought to that committee just message me. And just been attending 
committee meetings.  
Senator Randolph: External Affairs committee meeting, where we discussed Veterans Day 
Luncheon, Winter Wishes and the Edwardsville Trunk or Treat – which had a great turn out. Also 
as Senator Jones mentioned we are working on things for the engineering students, one of 
which is the survey that will be sent out soon.  
Senator Schruman: There is a document from AD Tim Hall – please go read it and email any 
questions to me so I can bring them to the next meeting. Also have a marketing meeting this 
week. 
Senator Sheahan: Finished reading through the response from Freshman, biggest thing is they 
are struggling to thrive with the COVID restrictions, they are having zoom fatigue and don’t want 
to attend zoom events. Total of 6 responses that are transferring back home and not planning 
on transferring back to SIUE. Next meeting is FB on Friday.  
Senator Shiau: Tomorrow Student Society of Health System Pharmacist will be hosting a 
residency panel tomorrow for pharmacy students who are interested in doing post graduate 
pharmacy with current residents from various hospitals and pharmaceutical companies to speak 
about their experiences with Pharmacy Residency. Academic committee I’m on has scheduled 
all their meeting for the rest of this semester and for the Spring semester. 
Senator Wheeler: Don’t have much, send me any emails on any questions you have. Working on 
sending a survey to my nursing constituents on how remote classes are going and how can it 
work better. Will be meeting with advisor about that this week.  
Senator Wensing: Highlight, Strategic planning committee, my teams second meeting is 
tomorrow brainstorming about protecting the Universities physical and financial assets.  
 

XI. EXECUTIVE REPORTS  
President Walters: Make sure you write down any questions about the fee review that didn’t 
get answered tonight in the document that is located on TEAMS in the Fee Review folder. Also, 
you can email me with any questions. 
Vice President Akpan: Wednesday will be attending the Strategic Planning Committee, my 
group is focusing on Increasing Retention of Marginalized, Unrepresented and Non-Traditional 
SIUE students and in just ways we can help them to succeed academically. 
Student Trustee Graham: BOT meeting is December 3rd is still scheduled to be on campus at 
Carbondale. 
Financial Officer Dreppard: FB is going well, still need more members. Moving forward I want to 
work with M&C officer to get word out about what kind of funding opportunities we have 
available. So hopefully we will have more funding requests. 



Internal Affairs Officer Lutz:  Thank you to everyone who came to help at Trunk or Treat. Please 
check teams about our upcoming bonding events. I will also be sending out a reminder about 
sending me your schedules for next semester so that I can make sure the committees are still 
staffed.  
External Affairs Officer Kyle: highlight the election is over, thank you to everyone who helped 
with the tabling and for those who did their civic duty and voted. Also, this Friday is the 
Veterans luncheon so if you can go on teams and fill out a Thank you to include in the lunch, 
something generic is fine we just want to show our thanks.  
Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard: The Marketing and Communication webinar 
that was supposed to happen this week is canceled and we will be sending out tips and 
information to student organizations and to small businesses. We will also be having a M&C 
committee meeting this Thursday.  
Organization Relations Officer Akpan: Happy that Every Vote Counts got approved. This Friday 
we have Black Psychology and Allies will be at our next SOAB meeting on Friday. Some of the 
main concerns people have been bringing to me about student organizations is how to recruit in 
this climate, if anyone has any tips for that. 
Student Diversity Officer McKenzie: Add that my committee met with the Director of Access 
today to brainstorm about how to help the students with disabilities and how to make them feel 
more included on campus. 
 

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Senator Perry: Access has the 2nd annual Ed Roberts Celebration is taking place via zoom on 
November 19th at 5 p.m., I will share the flyer with you – it would be great to see lots of SG 
representation there. 
Senator Aslin: Leadership Programs announcements – luncheons are still going on and you can 
still get a Beanie – Submit questions for our panel that is happening next Wednesday at noon. 
Thank You 
Advisor Laux: Congrats to our SG folks who were inducted into Order of Omega this past 
weekend. Check you Places to be at the E on Mondays, or information you get from listserv 
emails. Next week: Leadership Lunch, Service Saturdays, And CAB activities. SIUE Native 
American Heritage month – lots of activities. SIUE is also celebrating first generation students 
with a zoom lunch. Review the fee review document in TEAMS, so if you have any additional 
questions to get them submitted on the document in TEAMS. HUGE KUDOS to every single 
person here, you all are doing a great job with everything, with the circumstances you all are 
hustling and kicking butt with all you are doing for our students.  

XIII. ADJOURNMENT  
Motion to adjourn made by Senator Shiau  
Adjournment was at 7:43 pm  



MINUTES OF THE STUDENT SENATE 
SOUTHERN ILLINIOS UNIVERSITY EDWARDSVILLE 

Zoom Meeting 
Monday, December 7, 2020- 6:00 p.m. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The Student Senate of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville convened on December 7, 2020, 
via zoom call. Vice President Akpan called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Vice President Akpan, Senator Aslin, Senator Beck, Senator Brimm, Senator 
Childerson, Senator Jackson, Senator Goren, Senator Jones, Senator Obert , Senator Hawkins,  
Senator Krager, Senator Burnett, Senator O’Dell, Senator Perry, Senator Randolph, Senator 
Schurman, Senator Sheahan, Senator Wheeler and Senator Pruitt. 
Members Absent: Senator Ho, Senator Wensing, Senator Morkin, Senator Shiau 
Quorum was established with 21 voting members present. 
Others Present: President Walters, Student Trustee Graham, Financial Officer Dreppard, Internal 
Affairs Officer Lutz, External Affairs Officer Kyle, Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard, 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan, Student Diversity Officer Mckenzie, MUC Director Karnes, 
KSIC Associate Director Laux, Office Support Specialist Ermer, Vice Chancellor Student Affairs 
Waple,  Assoc. Vice Chancellor Student Affairs Roccia, COVID Coordinator Schlutz, Panhellenic 
Rep. Hillary Mann, Interfraternity Rep. Jack Barrett, Cougar Catholic Rep. Mary Rose Henderson, 
and Black Girls Rock Rep. Mikia Keith 
 

III. SPEAKERS 
Director of Dining Services Dennis Wobbe was not able to attend.  
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of November 9, 2020 meeting were approved by roll call vote. 
 

V. ADDITION TO AGENDA 
None 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
1. COVID 19 updates: SIUE COVID Coordinator Schlutz 

Went over the email from the Chancellor that went out to the student population on Friday 
December 4th. There are 4 phases for Spring semester, Phase One: residential students only, 
they are required to submit a COVID test results to health services prior to arriving to campus in 
January. This is required to be submitted into University housing. Phase Two: January 4 – 
January 21st.  Reentry, this is for ALL faculty, staff and students, will be required to be tested on 
campus. We have been approved for a saliva testing process by the BOT on last Thursday. This 
will take place in the Student Activity Center of the Student Fitness Center prior to classes 
starting (January 4-Janurary 15). There will be three additional days that there will testing, 
Tuesday (19), Wednesday (20) and Thursday (21)– the first three days of classes, location to be 
decided. Phase Three: Surveillance Stage; Random test, through the population that we are 
trying to test, 496 is the number that makes it statistically significant. These tests will have the 



following incentives to participate: $5 cougar bucks each time you test, once a month drawing 
for a parking tag for the next year, end of semester everyone will be in a drawing for a tuition 
waiver for fall semester. There are also incentives for faculty and staff. School of Dental 
Medicine – they will be required to test weekly. We are also hiring 5 people to do contact 
tracing. That will be trained by Madison Cty Health database for the State of Illinois. 
For both Phase 2 and Phase 3 you will be asked to register online, we ask that everyone put in 
their insurance, if insurance doesn’t pay for testing the University will pick up the balance, no 
faculty, staff or student will have to pay for testing. We have been told that we will see the 
results in 72 hours but the reference checks done on this company they have been getting 
results in 24 and 48 hours. You will get sent a message to go into a portal and you will get your 
results.  
Q&A Senator Aslin moved to open floor, Senator Perry seconded. 
Senator Aslin asked, “I graduate in May, is there any incentives for those that don’t need the 
parking tag or tuition waiver?” Schultz answered, you get the cougar bucks, if you win the 
drawing, deny it and we will give it to someone else. Senator Childerson asked, “In the first 
three days of testing, is this for only on ground students or can those in the area also but not on 
ground test?” Schultz answered that everyone can get tested, no one will be turned away from 
testing, even if you aren’t on ground you are still part of the community, we are registering 
everyone. This goes for the random testing too, even if you are drawn to test you can still test. 
We are asking everyone to take the test within 48 hours of reengaging on campus. I think the 
earlier you take it the less crowd there will be, we used textbook rental pick ups to gauge how to 
staff properly – when to possibly expect the larger crowds on campus. Senator Sheahan asked, 
“I did get a few questions via email from Freshman, I may email you a few. One of them is if the 
students are selected to get the random test, are they required to take the test or is it still 
voluntary?” Schultz answered that it is voluntary for the random testing, remember that is 
Phase one and Phase two are mandatory, Phase 3- January 25 to the end of April- this is 
voluntary and when the incentives will be provided. Senator Sheahan also asked, “Do residence 
need to take two tests, one before returning and then one once on campus?” Schultz answered 
that they are required to do both. Senator Sheahan asked, “Is there a specific type of test 
required for the return to campus, can it be any test or does it need to be saliva based test?” 
Schultz answered that it needs to be a PCR test, whether it is saliva or swab test as long as it is a 
PCR test. Housing has and will be sending out information about the testing and the entire 
process. Results will be sent to health services. University will be doing on saliva based testing. 
Health services will have a diagnostic test available for those who are symptomatic, which will 
be a rapid test and they will have their results prior to leaving health services. Schultz gave 
Senator Sheahan a shout out for her posting on social media posts for COVID information. 
Schultz mentioned that the committee is beefing up the marketing of the process, so you will 
see a whole lot more out there soon. Diversity Officer McKenzie asked, “Will people be allowed 
to take a COVID test during winter break if they are traveling out of the country?” Schultz 
answered, health services is still doing their screening test up until December 18th, there is a 
calendar out there to sign up for testing. Our contract with GX will not start until January 4th. No 
testing on campus between December 18 and January 4. Vice President Akpan asked, “After 
taking the random test you will be entered into a drawing for the tuition waiver and parking 
pass, is this for Graduate students as well?” Dr. Waple answered this with that the parking pass 



is for all students, and he would assume that the tuition waiver would work for Graduate 
Students as well. Schultz added that it would probably be an issue in the professional schools. 
Waple added that if you are graduate student with a GA position your tuition is already waived. 
Schultz added that the Dental students won’t be eligible for the incentives anyway because they 
have mandatory weekly testing. Senator Sheahan asked, “Are there going to be any changes for 
groups and their event planning?” Schultz answered that this depends on the mitigation for the 
State of Illinois, the University follows the State of Illinois guidelines for mitigation. 
Floor was closed for discussion by Senator O’Dell and seconded by Senator Hawkins. 
 

2. Fee Review Vote: President Walters 
President Walters went over that the fee review memo which is in the packet, which is basically 
stating that we are agreeing with the fee increases that have been proposed. Asked for 
questions, if not we are ready to vote. This past with a roll call vote. 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
1. Virtual Conference Registration Request 

A. Panhellenic Council-$600 for AFLV Virtual taking place through 
the month of February.   

Financial Officer Dreppard gave a short overview of the request as it had not 
been brought before Finance Board. They are planning on getting 8 passes 
for their executive board. There are two representatives present, Internal 
Affairs Officer Lutz and Hillary Mann. Senator Sheahan moved to open the 
floor for discussion, seconded by Senator Beck. Senator Beck asked, “What 
do you plan to bring back to SIUE from attending this event, as far as 
education or experience?” Internal Affairs Officer Lutz answered, AFLV is a 
conference where we get together, the goal is to accelerate progress in the 
FSL communities through change enabling experiences by providing council 
leaders with key information that will help build and strengthen the 
organizations. Which will then flow back to the leaders of the individual 
fraternities and sororities.  It allows our student leaders to learn from other 
student leaders from other Universities. Hillary Mann added, AFLV is 
designed to educate you to enhance the work on behalf of your council, 
provide you the opportunities to connect with peers from all across the 
country. The education provided is in small sessions, spread out across the 
event. Featuring key topics, such as: Social Media Strategies when it comes 
to virtual recruitment and event planning. As well as Diversity and how to 
integrate it within our organizations and campus. This year the content will 
be throughout the month of February with live session as well as on demand 
content that will be available through March 2021. Once we register and 
receive our log ins we will have access from when this opens until March 
2021. The Education taken away from this will be passed on to our 
organization members to cultivate and inspire leaders in FSL and to promote 
a positive experience at SIUE. The programming will help us tackle our 
biggest problem in FSL community, which is our retention and engagement. 



We will also learn how to grow our leadership skills and network with 
students at other campus’ across the country. Inclusion, Excellence and 
Wisdom are three of SIUE values, all of which will be touch on during this 
conference. These values can be applied to even more FSL here at SIUE, 
continuing to make SIUE and FSL here at SIUE successful.  Senator Beck 
followed up with, “It seems like you read a lot of that off of a paper, do you 
have an experience from this conference?” Hillary answered with, we came 
prepared with a presentation, which we put together with Jack Barrett, who 
is here representing IFC, who is also attending AFLV. Panhellenic and IFC are 
registering together so that all of the officers from each group, a total of 15 
are getting registration codes to attend the sessions. The conference has two 
package deals one for 18 passes and one for 36 passes, together we are 
registering for the 18 passes which will allow all of our executive officers to 
attend.  Jack has personal experience of attending this conference in the past 
but Hayleigh and I do not. Senator Schurman jumped in with the fact that 
she has experience with the conference if anyone has questions.  Senator 
Beck restated that he was making sure they weren’t just reading off of a 
website for the conference but had done their research. Mann answered 
that they had been working for days on the presentation. Financial Officer 
Dreppard asked, Is there a plan for the additional log ins that you will have, 3 
total. Mann answered that there is not a plan in place currently for the 3 
extra log ins. Senator Perry commented that it is awesome that you are 
planning on attending this conference, from personal experience it is a great 
conference for FSL to attend. Senator Aslin moved to close the floor for 
discussion, seconded by Senator Burnett. Senator Burnett moved to approve, 
seconded by Senator Jackson. Passed by roll call vote.  

B. Interfraternity Council-$600 for AFLV Virtual Conference taking 
place during the month of February. 

FO Dreppard gave a break-down of this request which had not been to 
Finance board. Jack Barrett the rep. basically said that the panhellenic 
presentation pretty much covered it. Senator Aslin moved to approve the 
request, seconded by Senator Brimm. Passed by roll call vote. 

C. Cougar Catholic Newman Community-$600 to attend SEEK Vitual 
Conference on February 4 – 7, 2021. 

FO Dreppard gave a break-down of this request which had not been before 
the Finance board. They plan to send 50 of their members, which is their 
entire membership, it will be $50 per person. Mary Rose the rep. was 
available for questions. Senator Beck moved to open the floor for discussion, 
Senator Aslin seconded. Senator Beck asked, “What do you plan to bring back 
to SIUE from this conference?” Mary Rose answered, We attended this 
conference in 2019 and had a great turn out and everyone really loved it and 
had great feedback from it, we found out we had increased experience for 



leadership and more tips and tricks to help other leaders in our community. 
FO Dreppard asked, “I see the price per person is $50 and the $600 you are 
requesting won’t cover the full amount needed, what is your organizations 
plan to offset the remaining cost?” Mary Rose answered, We found that we 
will be able to send 12 members in total if needed, we haven’t had a lot of 
request from our members for full help in covering the cost, if we do need 
more financial help we will look into our donations. Senator O’dell moved to 
close the floor for discussion, seconded by Senator Burnett. Senator Beck 
moved to approve, seconded by Senator Burnett. Passed by roll call vote. 

2. Program Request 
A. Black Girls Rock -$3025 for their Virtual Jamboree on April 1, 

2021. The representative was not present yet, moving on in the 
agenda until the representative is able to join the meeting. We 
had set a time of 7p.m. for them to speak, it is now 6:40 p.m. 

Returned to this section after Executive reports at 7:00 p.m. – FO Dreppard 
presented the basics of the request by Black Girls Rock Jamboree, which is for 
$3000 for a virtual speaker and $25 for advertising the event in way of Flyers. 
Mikia Keith the representative for BGR gave a little background on the 
organization and event: Thank you for letting me attend the meeting tonight, I 
am a Junior and the VP of BGR. Here is a little information about BGR, it is an 
organization that was made to embrace black woman on campus, it is not just 
for black woman, it is for everybody, it is an inclusive organization, that 
implements diversity throughout social interactions with students and gives 
people a safe place to be themselves. As a freshman I was really shy and not 
knowing at a predominately white campus, I didn’t’ know there was an 
organization of black woman, the Jamboree opened my eyes to this. This is 
something that helped me build relationships with people outside the athletic 
department, I am part of the Basketball Team.  The Jamboree was what made 
me want to join BGR, it gave me the courage to take the initiative to leave my 
footprint and make my mark on this campus.  Senator Aslin moved to 
approve, seconded by Senator Perry. Passed by roll call vote. 

 
3. New Organization Allocation Request 

A. Club Soda 

Financial Officer Dreppard presented the facts about this request and recommended it for 
approval. Senator Aslin moved to approve, seconded by Senator Hawkins. This was approved by 
roll call vote. 

 

4. Single Semester Allocation 
22 student organizations appled and have met qualifications to receive 
single semester allocations of $75 to use in Spring 2021. 



Financial Officer Dreppard presented the facts about this request and recommended it for 
approval. Senator Schurman moved to approve, seconded by Senator Randolph. This was 
approved by roll call vote. 
 

 
5. Petitioning Organizations 

A. Black Psychology Club and Allies 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan presented the facts about this request and recommended 
it for approval. Senator Schurman moved to approve, seconded by Senator Sheahan. This was 
approved by roll call vote. 

 
VIII. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS/PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

None 
IX. OPEN FORUM 

Questions from the live streaming: None 
 

X. SENATE REPORTS 
Senator Aslin:  Not much since it was Thanksgiving break, looking forward to some committee 
meetings this week and next week.  
Senator Beck: Report not in packet, Senator Childerson and I are still planning the Finance 
workshop, which is next Friday at noon, waiting on the final speaker to confirm. 
Senator Brimm: The Strategic planning committee met on December 2nd and plan to meet again 
on December 16th, working on a timeline and retention in the top 50 program. 
Senator Burnett: Working on a welcome back Virtual Trivia night when we return, Senator 
Goren has graciously agreed to help me with that. 
Senator Childerson: Looking forward to the workshop with Senator Beck, looking forward to the 
next two weeks, I’m sure they will be lovely for everyone. 
Senator Goren: Working on a trivia night for the first few weeks of the next semester. Also, I 
have a SOAB meeting this Friday and a Parking and Traffic and the Appeals sub committee this 
Friday. Also, wanted to thank each and every one of you for all the hard work that you’ve all 
done this semester. 
Senator Hawkins: Also, attending the Parking and Traffic committee this Friday. I attended ICAC 
meeting where they discussed primarily finances, I want to make it clear that like most 
departments they are taking a hit financially, they seem to be handling having to do all sports at 
one period of time.  
Senator Jackson: Attended the Textbook services meeting which went very well. Whoever, is 
working on the Trivia night, please reach out so I can assist you with that and good luck on 
finals. 
Senator Jones: Highlighting that we had an AmongUs game night last week and ended up 
playing for like 2 hours. Hope everyone has a good break. 
Senator Krager: Report is not in the packet but would like to report that next Tuesday I have a 
SAG committee, which will be the last one of the semester and I would like to wish everyone 
luck on their finals. 
Senator Obert: Looking forward to attending more committee meetings next semester. 



Senator O’Dell: Highlight that Senator Brimm and I are working on the School supply drive but 
like with everything else COVID is making that very difficult, hopefully we will have more to 
report on this next semester. 
Senator Perry: Highlighting that after 4 months the Marketing & Communication Team has 
approved a Graduate Student Facebook page, it exists now so look out for that. Also, there will 
be more verbiage out in the next couple weeks about the testing for next semester.  And lastly, 
a shout out to Senator Goren on winning Student Access award. 
Senator Pruitt: Will be attending the Parking and Traffic Committee this Friday and I hope 
everyone has a good break. 
Senator Randolph: The virtual game night went well as Senator Jones stated, we also are 
planning a trivia night for the spring. Plan to meet with the Dean and Associate Dean of the 
School of Engineering. Good luck on finals. 
Senator Schurman: Attending a ICAC meeting, Student athletes are struggling for funding but 
that’s a given during COVID. The Marketing committee meeting was canceled. Students are 
asking about a pass/fail policy, but I’m assuming that isn’t happening since we are so close to 
the end of the semester. 
Senator Sheahan: I had posted the first part of my report in TEAMS- which was all addressed by 
the COVID committee, thank you Lindsy for getting that to them to get the questions answered. 
I had my ICAC meeting last Friday, the main thing that should be noted is that they will be in the 
red for the first time ever, due to having to purchase additional items for COVID protection and 
from the loss of income from concession and apparel sales with not games. Will be sending out 
an end of semester to the Freshman and will be doing for event brainstorming over break for 
next semester. Have a good break. 
Senator Wheeler: Attended an ICAC meeting last Friday, you have already heard about that. I 
have a SOAB meeting this Friday and will be able to report on that at the next Senate meeting. 
Look forward to brainstorming some things for next semester. 
 

XI. EXECUTIVE REPORTS  
President Walters: Responding to Senator Schurman’s question about the pass/fail: I met with 
Provost Cobb last week about this subject, she is looking into the possibility but nothing definite 
yet. Reminder that this is the last week for office hours, have a good break. Office hours will 
resume once classes start in January. 
Vice President Akpan: Tomorrow at 8am will be attending a Strategic Planning Committee 
meeting which is focused on Underrepresented and Non-Traditional College Students.  
Student Trustee Graham: My report is out of packet but it is on Teams; The BOT met this past 
Thursday and I wanted to highlight that we updated our Value statement for the SIU system and 
we approved a new VP position at the SIU level that will serve as the Diversity Officer. 
Financial Officer Dreppard: Working with M&C Ballard to promote the funding opportunities 
that we have available. And we have FB this Friday. 
Internal Affairs Officer Lutz:  Game night on Wednesday at 4- check the groupme in Teams for 
the link. I will be sending out a survey through getinvolved asking about your experiences with 
the committees and asking you if you have any schedule changes that will affect your committee 
commitments so I can make the necessary changes to committees. Also, if you know of anyone 



interested in serving on a committee next semester have them fill out the Get Involved form. 
Thank you 
External Affairs Officer Kyle: Winter Wishes gift drop off is happening right now and going well. 
We are also doing a wrapping paper drive, so if you want to donate there are drop off boxes 
outside of Kimmel, SG or you can take them to the MUC Admin office. 
Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard: Virtual office hours sheet for this last week 
needs to be filled out and there is one for next semester – Please fill these out. Also, please send 
me pictures, even if you are sitting at home – need them for social media.  Thank you 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan: Happy that Black Psychology Club today, there is one 
organization for SOAB meeting as of today, called the Social Clearinghouse. Continuing to work 
on getting Get Involved updated and getting the students the information, they need about 
student organizations. 
Student Diversity Officer McKenzie: On Thursday the BOT approved a new value statement, 
going beyond that the system is an equal opportunity employer and stating that the SIU system 
is an anti-racist community that opposes racism, discrimination, and inequality in any form and 
embraces diversity, inclusion, equity, and justice for all people. 
 

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Senator Aslin: Leadership Programs announcements: We are going to be hosting another 
Cohorts of Emerging Leaders in the Spring, this is our program for mostly Freshman and 
Sophomore but open to anyone who wants to improve their leadership skills. Facilitated by me, 
so if you would like to spend more time with me and sharpen your leadership skills or know 
someone who may be interested – this is good, free virtual program. 
OSS Ermer: PSA – I returned my textbooks today and was able to pick up my Spring books at the 
same time – a one stop shopping experience with no line to wait in- I was the only one there 
besides the student workers.  
Advisor Laux: Don’t forget we have the Election Comm. Position open until Friday. Please share 
with anyone you know that may be interested. 
Internal Affairs Officers Asked: If Dennis Wobbe will be invited to the January meeting since he 
wasn’t here tonight. 
Senator Perry Asked: Is the Election Comm. Position open to graduate students? Advisor Laux 
answered that yes it is open to graduate students, as long as they aren’t planning on running for 
a position or being part of campaign for someone.  
M&C Officer Ballard asked: Is the requirements the same for this position, grade point average 
and such? Advisor Laux said yes, OSS Ermer added that the only difference in Graduate Student 
versus Undergraduate Student is the credit hours required, they have to be full time Graduate 
which is less hours than a full time Undergraduate student. 
Ballard asked: If I get questions through social media who should I send them too? OSS Ermer 
answered herself and/or Advisor Laux. 
Senator Sheahan: Asked who to direct her COVID questions to if she gets anymore sent to her? 
The answer is Mike Schultz. 
Advisor Laux: Thank you all for all your work through this difficult semester – super proud of 
you all for all the work you are doing. 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT  



Motion to adjourn made by Senator Beck 
Adjournment was at 7:10 pm  



MINUTES OF THE STUDENT SENATE 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY EDWARDSVILLE 

Via Zoom and YouTube Livestream 
Monday, January 25, 2021 – 6 p.m. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Student Senate of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville convened on January 25, 
2021, via zoom and LiveStream on YouTube. Vice President Akpan called the meeting to 
order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present:  
 Vice President Akpan, Senator Aslin, Senator Brimm, Senator Burnett, Senator Childerson, 
Senator Goren, Senator Hawkins, Senator Obert, Senator O’Dell, Senator Perry, Senator 
Randolph, Senator Schurman, Senator Sheahan, Senator Wheeler, Senator Pruitt, Senator Shiau, 
and Senator Wensing 
Members Absent:  
Senator Beck, Senator Jackson, Senator Jones, Senator Ho, Senator Morkin 
Quorum was established with 17 voting members present. 
Others Present:  
President Walters, Student Trustee Graham, Financial Officer Dreppard, Internal Affairs Officer 
Lutz, External Affairs Officer Kyle, Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard, 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan, Student Diversity Officer McKenzie, MUC Director 
Hendricks, Office Support Specialist Ermer, Vice Chancellor Student Affairs Waple, Assoc. 
Vice Chancellor Student Affairs Roccia, COVID Coordinator Schlutz Collin Budd-CRU 
representative, Dennis Wobbe – Guest speaker 
 

III. Guest Speaker – Dennis Wobbe – Dining Services 
Guest speaker was not on the zoom call when V.P. Akpan called for him, V.P. Akpan moved 
to the Approval of Minutes, Additions to Agenda. Dennis arrived and spoke: 
Thank you for inviting me, usually when I come to speak and give updates it is usually about 
updates and projects going on but today I will be giving updates on how COVID has affected 
dining services. I have been the Director of Dining Services since 2008, March 2020 we were 
open and remained open. As time progressed we have had to make some changes, traffic is 
down about 67% which has caused some major adjustments, these decisions are not made 
lightly, with the decrease in traffic we have had to condense and reallocate our labor. We 
closed Cocina and Fixin’s was already closed, due to redundancy with coffee shops, we closed 
Kaldi’s and the Starbucks library – consolidating it all into the MUC Starbucks. The Walk also 
is closed and now we are looking at different ways to provide variety. We are adding Walk and 
Cocina’s options to the Center Court to help with the vegetarian options. About 1/3 of the 
Civic services positions have not been filled this year and remain open. Student Employment is 
very limited right now, trying to make it through. If we had remained with everything open and 
everyone working we would have come out of this pandemic millions, and millions of dollars 
in the hole, which would prevent us from going forward with renovations after the pandemic.  
Senator Sheahan moved to open the floor for discussion, seconded by Senator Perry. 



Senator Perry asked about the how many student employees have been cut? Wobbe answered 
with 213 is the number we are at right now and we are slowly adding positions back and hope 
to get everyone back on board. We were thrown for a loop when the pandemic hit, with less 
people on ground, the flow a of traffic is way down with students not coming to the building to 
hang out like in the past. The patterns of the past aren’t happening as well as other factors. 
Trustee Graham asked, what factors were considered when you chose to lay off as many 
students as you did compare to prioritizing those under full time workers. Wobbe answered: 
Look at a lot of different factors, where we could consolidate, training – some students are 
really well trained – training people into new positions – takes more labor. We have unions and 
contracts that we have to uphold. Minimum wages were already on the table for the last couple 
of years, so some of these plans were already under discussion. Get more productivity out of 
Civic Service, students also have schedules that make it difficult to schedule them for full 
shifts. Dr. Waple joined in with, we were contractually held by the majority of professional or 
Civic Services positions, we were required to keep filled. At last count it is over 20 staff 
positions in dining that we have not filled. We cut 213 student jobs this fiscal year but total we 
are down about 300+ student workers in dining services. A lot has to do with traffic flow, we 
are use to having lots of events in the MUC, catered events – we are doing none of those with 
mitigations – a lot of those are student catering staff, right now that is nonexistent.  We are 
hopeful as the mitigation change that hopefully in the Fall we will be doing like we are use too. 
Senator Perry asked, A lot of students on campus are using Door Dash for food delivery, is 
there a possibility of utilizing some kind of delivery service out of dining services? Wobbe 
answered, Yes, we are looking into this. We have gotten held up with the card payments. We 
are working with Starbucks and Chick-fil-A with mobile payment – we don’t want to 
implement something that our residence can’t use with the meal plan. We don’t want three 
different systems operating and try to negotiate that. Senator Sheahan asked, how did you 
prioritize which student jobs were cut – were work study students prioritized over other 
students? Wobbe answered, unfortunately we did not do that, most of the ones that came back 
were the ones with the training in place, students with training have the seniority. Dr. Waple 
added, when this hit in March, we agreed to pay all of our student workers through May but we 
didn’t renew any jobs after that. So, there weren’t any work study jobs cut, they just weren’t 
available in the Fall. I will just add this, we have cut of 500 jobs in our division of Student 
Affairs alone, I don’t like it and I am hopeful that when we come back out of these mitigations 
that we will be reinstating those jobs. Dining Services, MUC and Campus Rec are the biggest 
places that we have lost student workers. Senator Aslin moved to close the floor for 
discussion, seconded by Senator Brimm.  

 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the December 7, 2020 meeting were approved by roll call vote. 
 

V. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
None 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
1. COVID UPDATES – Mike Schlutz 

Last time we talked, it was all about planning and getting things ready to go. We are 
now implementing those plans. We have 7,328 reentry test results released, 7,267 
negatives, 47 positives. On Friday evening I got a little scared because I got 12 



positives in a roll and I couldn’t figure out what was going on but that is just what 
happened as we were wrapping up, we had 14 inconclusive tests and ended with a .64 
positivity rate. I feel good about the participation we had, felt good about the process 
once we got past that first day- we started out really bumpy but things to roll smoothly. 
We put out a new COVID dashboard, there is a histogram so that you will have the 
ability to see the University’s COVID activity. This is showing data through Thursday, 
it updates 5 days a week at midnight, so tonight it will show what happened over the 
weekend. This is a good tool for everyone to use, the darker color is faculty and staff, 
the lighter color students and the line if the average. These are the gauges tied to the 
mitigation work- three gauges – one for Active Student cases – if we get to 113 cases 
we have to look at mitigation; the next one is Active Faculty and staff – if we get to 37 
cases we have to look at mitigation; the last one is Usage of Quarantine and Isolation 
Space – if we get to 50% we have to look at mitigation. Next slide is four different 
stops on the dashboard page; First being Last 7-day stats; Second being Previous week 
stats; Third being 14-day total; Fourth being Area Data (including Madison, St. Clair 
counties in Illinois, IL region 4, and St. Louis city and County data. These get updated 
on Friday nights. The last slide was data from the old site that is showing what is in the 
histogram. Today we started the Surveillance Testing, we are in 0200 SSC for these 
tests. M – 10 am – 7 pm; T – 8 am – 4 pm; W – 10 am – 3 pm. We are at the Dental 
school, students there are on mandatory testing on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Faculty 
and staff will now be in surveillance testing. East St. Louis campus is on Tuesday 
morning. It is a random sample, with invites going out each Thursday, to urge 
participation we are inviting people, but it should be noted that anyone who wants to 
get tested is welcome to get an appointment through Aura. The incentives for testing, 
Students $5 cougar bucks, monthly drawing for parking hangtag FY22, one drawing at 
end of semester for Fall FY21 tuition waiver. Faculty and staff $5 cougar bucks, 
monthly drawing for parking hangtag FY22. Cougar bucks hit the accounts at the end 
of each week. One question that Senator Perry brought to me ahead of the meeting: 
Does the Gx COVID test detect the mutated strands? I got the answer right from the 
lab: Yes, our test will pick up the new strand. However, it will not be able to identify 
which strand it is. It will provide a positive or negative result. Senator Aslin moved to 
open the floor for discussion, seconded by Senator Sheahan. Senator Aslin asked, 
curious about the communication we have been receiving about COVID, particularly 
the one that was received on last Friday at 5:30 pm, after everyone had left work for the 
day. Especially since this impact whether the GA’s can work in the office on Monday, 
where hypnotically we would have been able to work in the office this week but the 
notice came after work. Schlutz answered that it came down from the Governor and the 
Illinois public health in the afternoon on Friday – to put some meaning and thought into 
the communication and to get it composed and have it looked over prior to sending, it 
just took that long to get it accomplished. If we had known ahead of time that, if they 
would’ve announced Friday morning we would’ve been able to get it out sooner in the 
day. Dr. Waple added, like Mr. Schlutz stated, the Governor announced that in the 
afternoon on Friday, we knew we were going to get questions if we didn’t put anything 
out and waited until Monday to communicate, Friday after work is better then Monday. 
Trustee Graham asked: Can you answer how the incentives are being funded? Schlutz 
answered, how is the whole thing being funded, testing and such? I would say that it 



will eventually be paid for by CARES ACT money that the University will be getting, 
it is not coming out of any tuition or student fee money. Trustee Graham Added: One 
of the concerns that I’ve gotten is that those students that aren’t on campus are not 
included in the sampling, so they won’t have a chance to get a tuition waiver or the 
other incentives. Schlutz answered: Yes, we heard that loud and clear when we sent an 
email to the remote group (what we call the off-campus students) in error about them 
getting mandatory testing. We are not discouraging those students to not be tested, but 
the over all goals is to keep the students on campus safe, so if they aren’t on campus 
there is not reason to include them in the testing. Senator Childerson asked: Last 
semester testing site we had to schedule out 24 hours in advance, what is the 
requirements this semester to get a test? Schlutz answered, you just need to have an 
appointment, there are 10 slots for every 15 minutes for hours of operation. As long as 
you have an appointment – we are not wanting walk in’s so that we can maintain social 
distancing. Senator Sheahan Asked: Is there anyway that you could send out an email 
about what the students need to do as far as COVID – with a subject line that states 
COVID information. Can you make it is more COVID centered so that the students 
know they need to read the email? Schlutz asked: What kind of information are the 
students asking for? Sheahan stated: like what they have to do to remain on campus and 
be compliance with testing, I know this was sent in an email but the email didn’t clearly 
state in the subject line that it was COVID requirements. Schlutz answered: They did 
get an email that was COVID specific, they received it third week of December. There 
was another one on January 3rd or 4th that was COVID specific, it is also on all students 
Blackboard with a link to the COVID information site. It was amazing how many, I 
answered over 1,000 questions in email, it was as simple as they deleted emails and 
needed passwords, they were just not reading the emails or going to the websites. If 
there is something specific that needs to be communicated let us know and we will see 
what is the best way to communicate that to the students. Sheahan stated that so many 
people don’t even know that the website is there, as it isn’t very advertised on campus. 
They don’t even know where to go to get questions answered, those emails went out 
over winter break and students weren’t really on blackboard over winter break. If it 
could have been sent out prior to the semester ending it might have been easier. 
Senator Aslin asked: Why was the email regarding mandatory testing sent from Dean 
Shustrin? And is there a COVID specific email that we can use in the future rather than 
spamming Dean Shustrin’s email? Schlutz answered: You got an email from Dean 
Shustrin because she is in charge of compliance, she is the compliance officer for 
students. By mistake it went to the wrong group, there is covidtesting@siue.edu that is 
covid specific – Dean Shustrin, myself and the covid testing emails all got bombarded 
after that email was sent. She also has a deanofstudents@siue.edu as well as her 
personal business one. She will probably be sending out another one for the students 
that are not compliant – she was trying to send this out to students that were thought to 
not be compliant as a reminder and to avoid non-compliance, she was trying to be pro-
active instead of reactive. Senator Aslin added, I know a lot of the GA’s are working 
remotely and received the email, and freaked out. Dr. Waple added: Mike was in higher 
ed for 30 plus years and I’m approaching 30 years, there is not COVID crisis playbook, 
we know and are trained to handle a lot of crisis’ but everyone is just trying to write the 
playbook as we go – we are humans and make mistakes, tried to be pro active and made 
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a mistake that we had to fix. There are so many different situations with students on 
ground or living in but doing remote- we have lots of faucets to negotiate – give us 
some time to get it all workout. Schlutz added: I think this goes back to what Trustee 
Graham was saying, we have a fine line to straddle here – if we sent out an email to the 
Remote students, offering them a test I think it would confuse them even more. Trustee 
Graham asked: What was the considerations of making the surveillance testing 
incentive based rather than mandatory? Schultz answered: It is based on 
recommendations from the CDC. I know there are some schools that are testing on a 
regular basis. CDC is recommending a surveillance testing, and if there is a cluster of 
cases that we go in and test that cluster. To spend more time on contact tracing, we 
have hired 4 people to do contact tracing, focus on either dealing with the issue, control 
the issue, provide support for the people that have COVID and put down some rumors 
too. Trustee Graham clarified his question: Not why we chose to do sampling but 
rather why we are offering incentives instead of making it mandatory? Schultz 
answered: We did as incentive based, there are just some people who are not wanting to 
go the mandatory route, I would’ve like to hear these questions when I came to Senate 
3 times before, this wasn’t even brought up as a possible thing to consider or look into 
while planning. Our goal was to do better then last semester but still not be as 
restrictive. Dr. Waple added: CDC does not recommend mandatory testing for 
Universities, then to monitor that – can you imagine having to do weekly testing – it is 
a space and cost issue. We followed what CDC recommends. We are also working on a 
plan to roll out the vaccine. Senator O’Dell moved to close the floor for discussion, 
seconded by Senator Hawkins.  
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
1. Virtual Conference Funding Request 

a. CRU $475- chg’d to $209 
CRU Winter Conference February 5-6,2021 

 Finance Officer Dreppard brought this to the Senate, and introduced Collin Budd who is 
representing CRU – Collin Budd stated that there has been a change to the request, originally it 
was for sending 25 students at $19 each but they are only sending 11 students so the new request 
total is $209 not $475. Senator Sheahan moved to open the floor for discussion, seconded by 
Senator Perry. Senator Sheahan asked: Can you explain what you will bring back to campus 
from this conference and how it will allow you to have a bigger impact on campus? Budd 
answered: This conference is a time for students to see speakers that will help these students to 
grow. CRU is a Christian organization for believers and non-believers and a place for 
community for students to grow. This conference is another area where students will come 
together to share, have discussion and grow. FO Dreppard asked: Is there a plan to bring the 
information back to the students in the organization that couldn’t attend the conference? Budd 
answered: Of course, we meet weekly over zoom and once allowed will meet in person. 
Discussions will take place, our leaders will share what was learned, I am sure there will be some 
video from the conference that we will be able to share, as well. Senator Aslin moved to close 
the floor for discussion, seconded by Senator Randolph. Senator Aslin moved to approve, 
seconded by Senator Perry. Request was approved via roll call vote. 

b. NPHC $582 



         
AFLV Virtual February 1-28, 2021 

      FO Dreppard brought this to Senate from pre-approval at the FB meeting in December. 
Senator Aslin moved to approve the request, Senator Perry asked for the floor to be opened 
for discussion: Senator Perry moved to open floor for discussion, seconded by Senator 
Brimm. Senator Perry asked: Why are we voting on this a week before, why didn’t they do 
this at the same time as the other two organizations? FO Dreppard answered: They just didn’t get 
the request submitted when they were asked to, they had some changes to leadership and it was 
just a matter of who was going to submit the paperwork, can anyone add to this answer. OSS 
Ermer added: They did submit it within the 45-day timeline but because of the winter break they 
weren’t able to get it approved at the Senate meeting earlier than this one. Director Hendricks 
added: They have been operating without a President, it has been a bumpy ride without the 
leadership, they are hoping to get some momentum from this conference. Senator Perry Asked: 
Didn’t IFC and Panhellenic have extra spots, couldn’t those extra spots go to NPHC, I know 
their board is smaller. FO Dreppard answered: I know they are buying the single passes rather 
than the group package of passes. There is also separate conference within this conference and 
NPHC is in a different one than the others. There’re two different tracks at this conference, but 
IFC, UGC and Panhellenic went together to use all the spots and spaces that they bought for the 
group rates. Every group has the right to get $600 for travel.  Senator Aslin moved to close the 
floor for discussion, seconded by Senator Sheahan. Senator Aslin moved to approve the 
request, seconded by Senator Sheahan. The request for approved via a roll call vote. 
 

2. Program Funding Request 

a. Honor Student Association $1583.88 
Escape Room February 26-27, 2021 & March 5-6, 2021 

  FO Dreppard brought this to Senate from pre-approval at FB meeting in December. 
She spoke about their plans to keep the areas sanitized and to adhere to social distancing 
regulations. 

 
Advertising Costs $75.15 
Copying/Printing $40.00 
Facility Charges $250.00 

Security $972.00 
Other $246.73 

Total Requested $1,583.88 
 

Senator Aslin moved to approve the program requests as listed above. Senator Hawkins 
seconded. The motion passed by roll call vote. 
 

VIII. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS/PERSONNEL APPOINMENTS: 
Senator Aslin moved to approve the appointment, seconded by Senator Perry. 
Appointment was passed by roll call vote. 
Carson Brimm was sworn in as Election Commissioner  



IX. OPEN FORUM 
None 

X. SENATE REPORTS 
Senator Aslin: Attended UPBC meeting before break, endorsed our approval of the fee 
increase, which means the Chancellor is good to bring it up before the board. 
Senator Burnett: Trivia night had low attendance, but was successful. CAB had one the next 
night which I think was the reason for the low attendance. Next time will corridinate with CAB 
so that this doesn’t happen again. 
Senator Childerson: Not attended any meetings yet, looking forward to working with Senator 
Beck to help our constituents. Hope everyone has a great semester, lets start 2021 better than 
2020. 
Senator Goren: Haven’t been to any meetings yet but looking forward to the SOAB meeting 
this Friday, also working on the Student Diversity Committee, and looking forward to working 
with Diversity Officer McKenzie on that. Like Senator Burnett stated the Trivia night was 
successful even with the low attendance.  
Senator Hawkins: Haven’t attended any meetings yet, ICAC postponed theirs last week, hope 
everyone had a good break, mine didn’t feel long enough and I’m excited to get back on the 
horse. 
Senator Obert: Not had any committee meetings, (Audio cut out) 
Senator O’Dell: Not had any committee meetings yet, hoping to kick off the school supply 
drive this semester. Congrats to Carson! You’ll do a great job. 
Senator Perry: Mandatory testing is done, thanks for your input on that, I have attended lots 
of meetings for that, I am excited for Diversity committee this semester, hope to work with a 
lot of on campus amenities and Shout Out to Senator Aslin for helping me get the Graduate 
School Facebook page up and running – tell all the Grad students  you know to join it for fun 
and casual conversations with other students on campus. Going to be a great semester, yeehaw! 
Senator Pruitt: Myself and Senator Sheahan are doing an Among Us night for the Freshman 
on Wednesday, we’ve been trying to work together for things for the Freshman coming up, I 
know they felt kind of left out and that they haven’t been able to communicate with each other 
and stuff like that. So, we’ve been working on some things that we can do- COVID friendly of 
course – COVID safe – you know what I mean. 
Senator Randolph: Looking forward to my committee meetings for this semester, myself and 
Senator Jones are trying to schedule meetings with the Dean and Associate Dean for the School 
of Engineering to talk about plans for this semester. We are also working on a trivia night for 
the School of Engineering. 
Senator Schurman: Like Senator Hawkins stated the ICAC meeting was postponed and 
moved to the end of February, looking forward to the next Marketing and Communication 
Meeting. 
Senator Sheahan: In my report you can read what the Freshman having been saying the past 
few weeks. I don’t want to take up too much time, so please feel free to read that first 
paragraph. Like Senator Pruitt stated we are working on planning some events for the 
Freshman as they are feeling isolated. ICAC moved to February, looking forward to the FB 
meeting this Friday. 
Senator Shiau: After a very short two-week winter break, the Pharmacy school has been back 
running fully since the first week of January. The next ASP committee is Monday February 8th 
and looking for to working with Senator Wensing to get our constituents involved. 



Senator Wheeler: Not much to report, you already heard the ICAC meeting update. I have a 
SOAB meeting this Friday and looking forward to working with all of you again this semester. 
Senator Wensing: Want to touch on what Senator Shiau we are planning a survey to see how 
the Pharmacy students are dealing with the semester, also working on another Senator meet 
and greet – we had a successful one last semester and hoping for another successful event. 
EXECUTIVE REPORTS 
President Walters: New VC for DI search committee session is tomorrow on zoom – the link 
is in teams.  
Vice President Akpan: Two open senator spots- Ed. Health and HB and CAS Science and 
Math. Applications are open in Get Involved until next Friday February 5th – Spread the word. 
Trustee Graham: I included in my report the amount of money SIU is getting in CARES 
money.  
Financial Officer Deppard: The next FB board is Friday and I will also be speaking to the 
incoming FS Leaders about funding opportunities through SG. 
Internal Affairs Officer Lutz: If your schedule has changed and you can’t attend your 
committee meetings please let me know tonight so that I can get that sorted out this week. 
Also, please make sure you are attending your committee meetings and communicating with 
your committee chair if you are unable to attend. Will be planning our bonding event for 
February. 
External Affairs Officer Kyle: For the next month I am planning a Mensi Project Drive, and 
trying to find a time for my committee to meet. I will be in the office some days this week and 
next week. 
Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard: Thank you to all who came to the photo 
shoot today, much appreciated. I will be reaching out to my committee this week to find a time 
for meetings. Also, will be sharing some flyers for the open Senate positions – please share 
those with others.  
Organization Relations Officer Akpan: Next SOAB meeting is Friday at 12:30. Speech and 
Debate club will be in attendance. I have been speaking with Wildlife Conservation and 
Biology club and SDM about some issues they have been having.  
Student Diversity Officer McKenzie: Met with the CSDI and we narrowed down the finalist 
for the Martin Luther King Scholarship and interviews will take place this week. 
Election Commissioner Brimm: Looking forward to another successful semester. 
 

XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Director Hendricks: Good game Carson, changing your name already 
CAB – kimmel website has info – lots of take and make events 
Black Heritage Month is February – check out the schedule on kimmel website 
 
Senator Aslin: I work in the Leadership Programs, lots of Leadership programs coming up: 
Catalyst – in person which is a one-day program-register for this on GetInvolved; Resilience 
Program – This is over the course of the semester that are made up of three modules all 
online. Both of those are great options. Also, we are currently recruiting for our Emerging 
Leaders Program, so if you want to spend more time with me or you know someone who 
should spend more time with me – it is on Get Involved on the Leadership page. 
 



OSS Ermer: Excited for the possibility of having students in the office soon, zoom isn’t the 
same as seeing you all face to face – miss you all. 
 
Director Hendricks: Asked Dr. Waple how he would like to receive some of the feedback 
from students in regards to some issues that have arisen this semester with classes and 
committees. Dr. Waple replied that if there are questions and/or concerns to please email him 
for answers. If the issues/concerns are academic (have to do with classes) those type of things 
go to either Provost Cobb, or Dr. Belobrajdic. If it is other issues, testing and such, please send 
them our way. We will be opening some of the small meeting spaces this week on Wednesday. 
On the COVID website – there is a list of safe places to study on campus. We are hoping to 
getting to Tier 1 and Phase 4 this Spring. There are 3 regions in Illinois in Phase 4, 2 regions in 
Tier 1. We are in Tier 2 which has the most mitigations in Illinois. Senator Perry asked about 
Graduation on Chat – We were working getting the graduates in December to getting their 
diplomas live --- we are investigating doing something live in May – INVESTIGATING. We 
want to have graduation in person – we miss it too.  
 
Director Hendricks: Announced that a former Trustee was watching the YouTube live feed 
Also, Vickie Sumner is retiring April 30th, you may not get to see her, but we will need to do 
something to thank her for all her years of hard work with SG and SO’s. 
 
Dr. Waple: You have to comfortable, remember we could have meetings of 50 or less, you 
have to think about if you are ready to be in a space all together in person. We need to make 
sure we are comfortable – we will be in masks for a while – think about the readiness of 
students to be face to face. 
 
ADJOURNMENTS 
Senator Aslin Moved to adjourn the meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:29 p.m. 



MINUTES OF THE STUDENT SENATE 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY EDWARDSVILLE 

Via Zoom and YouTube Livestream 
Monday, February 8, 2021 – 6 p.m. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Student Senate of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville convened on February 8, 
2021, via zoom and LiveStream on YouTube. Vice President Akpan called the meeting to 
order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present:  
 Vice President Akpan, Senator Aslin, Senator Beck, Senator Burnett, Senator Childerson, 
Senator Goren, Senator Hawkins, Senator Ho (tardy 6:06), Senator Jackson (tardy 6:03), Senator 
Morkin, Senator Obert, Senator O’Dell, Senator Perry, Senator Randolph, Senator Schurman, 
Senator Sheahan, Senator Wheeler, Senator Pruitt, and Senator Shiau.  
Members Absent: Senator Wensing 
Quorum was established with 18 voting members present. 
Others Present:  
President Walters, Student Trustee Graham, Financial Officer Dreppard, Internal Affairs Officer 
Lutz, External Affairs Officer Kyle, Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard, 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan, MUC Director Hendricks, Office Support Specialist 
Ermer, Vice Chancellor Student Affairs Waple, Assoc. (Student Diversity Officer McKenzie 
absent) 

III. Guest Speaker  
  None 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the January 25, 2021 meeting were approved by roll call vote. 
 

V. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
None 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
None 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
1. Name Change 

a. Forensic Speech and Debate Society to Speech and Debate Team 

ORO Akpan presented the change and the reasoning behind the need for a change. This was 
brought before the SOAB last Friday but there was not quorum so it was only informally 
approved. They are wanting the name change primarily to make it more inclusive. Senator Aslin 
moved to approve the name change, Senator Sheahan seconded. Request was approved by a 
roll call vote. 

VIII. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS/PERSONNEL APPOINMENTS 
None 

IX. OPEN FORUM 



None 
X. SENATE REPORTS 

Senator Aslin: 2nd round of CARES Act is coming; this will go to all undergraduate students 
who are Pell eligible, and graduate students are also available for this in this round. CARES 3 
is also coming in the future. 
Senator Beck: Finance Workshop that Senator Childerson and I worked on last semester is 
still in the works and aiming for the end of February beginning of March. Also, pairing with 
Amanda Russel, who is the Internship coordinator for the school of business, to possible do a 
email workshop thing, maybe on how to organize your emails and actually shift through them 
without all the chaos. Great to see all your beautiful faces. 
Senator Burnett: I sent an email to the Assistant Dean of School of Nursing about the 
scantrons in the Student Government office, since there is a nursing class that is requiring 
scantrons this semester. 
Senator Childerson: Not able to attend the UPBC meeting last week, I am looking forward to 
working on the Finance Workshop with Senator Beck. Hope everyone has a great week. 
Senator Goren: I attended my last SOAB meeting but I am looking forward to my new 
committees this semester. During my office hours I’ve been working on potentially throwing 
an event for World Autism Awareness Day which is April 2nd and maybe partner with New 
Horizons on that. Hope everyone stays warm this week. 
Senator Hawkins: Not much to report, I will have attended both of my committee meetings by 
the next Senate meeting. Hope everyone has a good rest of their week. 
Senator Ho: Faculty and Staff of Dental school working on getting everyone vaccinated since 
we are working in the clinic right now. Everything seems to be running smoothly.  
Senator Jackson: Not much to report, will be attending my committee meetings in the near 
future and will report back on those afterwards. 
Senator Morkin: To add to what Senator Ho stated, the 3rd and 4th year students are finishing 
up their final round of vaccinations. The 1st and 2nd years vaccinations will begin tomorrow, 
with 2nd round four weeks after that, everything seems to be going according to plan. 
Senator Obert: With SIUE being back in Phase 4, I am hoping to getting back to work on the 
movie night that we were working on before break. 
Senator O’Dell: Not much to report on, the CHAPA committee is going to start the interview 
process with Dr. Cobb in the coming weeks, hopefully ending that the beginning of March.  
Senator Perry: Since the last meeting I attended the Diversity Committee meeting and one of 
the big topics within the Diversity Committee has been Safe Zone Training, I’m sure there will 
be more to come about how that is going. And have been engaging with graduate students on 
the FaceBook page. 
Senator Pruitt: Not much to report, but I do have a Committee of Assessment meeting on 
Friday. 
Senator Randolph: Haven’t attended any committee meetings yet but look forward to them. I 
have sent out a survey to the Engineering students and I have received about 2 responses since 
then, hoping to get a few more before sending the results onto the Dean and Associate Dean for 
the School of Engineering to see what they will do with the responses. Also, for the month of 
March I want to do something for Woman’s history month, this includes Movie night and 
maybe posting some things on Instagram page for the School of Engineering. 



Senator Schurman: Today I attended the Student Government marketing committee meeting, 
and we discussed potentially doing a give-a-way during the Spring. Also, I recently attended 
Safe zone ally training.  
Senator Sheahan: The Freshman have kind of settled in for the semester and I really haven’t 
heard much from them lately, one of the things that a lot of people have noted though is the 
amount of ½ semester and 8-week courses that the Freshman have this year, and how this 
could potentially be a strain besides COVID with mental health. I will have finally met with all 
my committees by the next meeting. Also, I just had a great and successful Among Us 
welcome back night for the Freshman, got to hear from a lot of them which was really good. 
Am working on potentially tabling in the Freshman residence halls, I spoke with them earlier 
in the semester before COVID guidelines changed and I’m going to follow up with them now 
that they have changed again.  
Senator Shiau: Not much to report form the ASPC committee, we are trying to figure out a 
new date for the semester. Before the next meeting on the 22nd, all the Pharmacy students will 
be going on our rotations for about 3 weeks.  
Senator Wheeler: unable to attend the SOAB meeting, will be at the next one. The next ICAC 
meeting is Feb. 26, working on planning an event this semester with a couple of other Senators. 
 
EXECUTIVE REPORTS 
President Walters: Don’t forget that next Monday, SG is going to do Green Dot Training, 
evening, don’t have an exact time yet. It should be around the same time as Senate. This is not 
a required training but I highly encourage it. 
Vice President Akpan: We have three open Senator positions, we have had at least one 
application for each position with applications closing on February 22, hope to have the new 
Senators at the March 8th meeting.  
Trustee Graham: My report is in Teams – there is a BOT meeting this Thursday. In my report 
I collected my thoughts about COVID issues and the only update to the report is since I 
submitted it I have spoken with Dr. Waple and Miriam about the cost of printing on campus 
and Miriam is going to look into our vendor and see if there is a way to reduce that cost to 
students.  
Financial Officer Deppard: The Finance Board will be working on the funding manual and 
am hoping to see some more funding requests.  
Internal Affairs Officer Lutz: Just a couple of things, working on filling committees, so if 
you have any committee issues please email me about them. I am also been working on 
nominations for the Kimmel Awards. And have been working on our bonding event for 
February and I will also be out of the office from Wednesday to Sunday.  
External Affairs Officer Kyle: Highlight that we are still doing the Mensi Project donation 
drive throughout the rest of February. We are also adding some baskets to areas that have not 
had them in the past. If you can keep circulating those flyers, post them on your social media, 
get them out there. Also, going to be planning I Have a Reason soon, so if anyone wants to 
jump in and help plan this, I am looking forward to planning a great virtual event.  
Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard: M&C meeting today – it went well. 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan: We had an SOAB meeting, without quorum. We 
need some new members for the board, as we have had some step down. Our next meeting is 
this Friday the 12th. 



Election Commissioner Brimm: Election applications opened on Friday and will remain open 
until February 22nd. There is an informational meeting on February 17th via zoom. Reminder 
that the SG office and Kimmel are neutral and no campaigning is allowed in those spaces. 
Also, if you know of anyone who is not on SG, FB or SOAB and is not planning to run in the 
election, please send them to me or IRO Lutz. I need some members for the commission. 
 

XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Senator Sheahan: I have a quick question, I have had a few people approach me in the last 
two weeks that they don’t have an advisor, that their advisor has changed but they were not 
notified about the change. Who is the person to contact about this issue? Senator Wheeler 
commented that she had this same issue her freshman year and would advise that they first 
contact the advising office. Dr. Waple answered, For general advising contact: Dr. Jeffrey 
Edwards, Director of Advising and Student Success. For School of Business: Dr. Janice Joplin 
in the School of Business.  
 
Advisor Hendricks: I so appreciate that Hayleigh is nominating for Kimmel awards, but 
ANYONE can nominate for Kimmel awards, look over the awards and nominate people. 
Black Heritage Month events – CSDI have the full calendar on their webpage, CAB has 
several events planned in the upcoming weeks, all the events can be found on CAB site in Get 
Involved. CAB also has lots of Take and Make events happening in the upcoming weeks, if 
you are feeling crafty these are great events. Things amping up now that we are in Phase 4. 
Hope to see lots of things happening on campus. 
 
Senator Aslin: Fun leadership announcements: Expect a fun email from me about Kimmel 
awards. We have some leader shape programs: Catalyst – about finding a mission and sparking 
change; Resilience – all on line – 3 videos – about being resilient during hard times, guess 
what we are currently in hard times – it’s a pandemic.  
 
Senator Perry: It is Black History Month – it would be great to have SG attend and post about 
the events on Social media. 
 

XII. ADJOURNMENTS 
Senator Aslin moved to adjourn the meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:26 p.m. 



MINUTES OF THE STUDENT SENATE 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY EDWARDSVILLE 

Via Zoom and YouTube Livestream 
Monday, February 22, 2021 – 6 p.m. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Student Senate of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville convened on February 22, 
2021, via zoom and Livestream on YouTube. President Walters called the meeting to order at 
6:00 p.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present:  
 Vice President Akpan, Senator Aslin, Senator Beck, Senator Burnett, Senator Childerson, 
Senator Goren, Senator Hawkins, Senator Morkin, Senator Obert, Senator O’Dell, Senator Perry, 
Senator Randolph, Senator Schurman, Senator Sheahan, Senator Wheeler, Senator Pruitt, 
Senator Wensing and Senator Shiau.  
Members Absent: Senator Ho, Senator Jackson 
Quorum was established with 17 voting members present. 
Others Present:  
President Walters, Student Trustee Graham, Financial Officer Dreppard, Internal Affairs Officer 
Lutz, External Affairs Officer Kyle, Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard, 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan, Advisor Laux, Office Support Specialist Ermer, Vice 
Chancellor Student Affairs Waple, Asc. Vice Chancellor Student Affairs Roccia; (Student 
Diversity Officer McKenzie absent) 

III. Guest Speaker  
  None 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the February 8, 2021 meeting were approved by roll call vote. 
 

V. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
None 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
None 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
None 

VIII. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS/PERSONNEL APPOINMENTS 
None 

IX. OPEN FORUM 
None 

X. SENATE REPORTS 
Senator Aslin: Attending UPBC – if you are Pell Grant eligible you should have received your 
CARES Act funding, if not it should be coming soon. I did bring up to UPBC and the 
Chancellor that by distributing the aid this way it excludes Graduate students and 
Undergraduates who financial struggles that are not noticeable via FAFSA and suggested we 
switch back to the old method we used with the first round of CARES funding, hopefully they 
will take that into consideration for the third round that is hopefully coming eventually. Also 



currently working on going over funding proposals from cabinet and recommending 
prioritization of funds to the chancellor, so far we have only gone through academic affairs. I 
missed Graduate council.  
Senator Beck: The CHAPA committee has finally been able to interview the people associated 
with Provost Cobb, after doing so, I can’t mention the names, but I’ve heard nothing but 
glowing reviews about Provost Cobb. Planning on reaching out to all the Presidents of the SOB 
organizations to see if they are in need of any assistance or if I can help them out in anyway. 
Senator Childerson and I are still working on the finance workshops, planning on getting those 
underway by the end of this month.  
Senator Burnett: I don’t have anything major to report on, I attended Parking Service 
Committee meeting, we went over some of the changes for the new semester. Finance Board 
this last time was canceled but we have one this Friday.  
Senator Childerson: Haven’t been able to attend the last UPBC, look forward to the first 
External Affairs meeting this week. Looking forward to working with Senator Beck, and 
looking forward to a final semester at SIUE. 
Senator Goren: Attended my first meeting with the Curriculum Council and the next one is on 
March 18th.  I am planning the Mental Health Awareness week with Senators Schurman, 
Wheeler, Pruitt, O’Dell & Sheahan. Looking forward to working on that.  
Senator Hawkins: I attending the Traffic and Parking Committee meeting- from that meeting 
I want to share that any student is eligible to transfer their pass to a green or brown lot pass at 
no cost. Also, starting next month on the 16th, in coordination with the vaccine starting to be 
distributed on campus, Lot F will no longer be enforced.  
Senator Morkin: 3rd and 4th year Dental students received their final vaccine this last week. 1st 
and 2nd year students received their first doses this last week and will receive their final dose in 
4 week’s time.  
Senator Obert: If you have not made your advising appointment do so soon, as registration 
opens March 29th. 
Senator O’Dell:  My report includes concerns I have heard from students about graduation 
and COVID class guidelines. I have been doing interviews along with Senator Beck about Dr. 
Cobb.  
Senator Perry: I attended Graduate council, Chancellor Pembrook attended. They did a 
carnigie evaluation and are looking at what that holds for the future of our institution in regards 
to research and things like that. It was really interesting. I also attended Diversity Committee. 
There is a lot going on this semester, be sure to check some events out.  
Senator Pruitt: Attended the Committee of Assessment last week, nothing of note to report. 
Senator Sheahan and I are doing an event on Study Abroad program on March 4th. I also 
attended a lot of the things that CAB have put on and they have been very good. I am also 
helping out with the Mental health awareness week.  
Senator Randolph: I believe the External affairs committee and the General Education 
Committee are both meeting this week. I sent out a survey recently to engineer students, and I 
sent the results to the Dean and Assoc. Dean of Engineering and plan on meeting with them to 
discuss the issues the students were concerned about. I also plan on working on possibly a 
movie night and something to do with the Women’s history month, which is March.  
Senator Schurman: Both committee meetings were canceled, I did start the sustained 
dialogue program – it is really fun I suggest you all do it. And if you are interested in helping 
out with mental health awareness week, let me know.  



Senator Sheahan: The Freshman are pretty much settled in now, so I am starting to plan some 
events for them. Both of my committee meetings got canceled. I work with the office of 
International Affairs to create a Study Abroad Seminar for Freshman, who would be learning 
about the program, that was one of the things that they said they wanted on their surveys. It 
will be via zoom on March 4th. I have posted in the SG GroupMe all of the promotional flyers 
and things like that – so please give them to your constituents as it is open to all students. I also 
put out applications for digital ads in the MUC and SSC as well as contacted Mona Miller to 
put it in Places to be at the E. I spoke with Dr. Joplin and Mr. Morris Manning about the 
advising issues that I discussed at the last Senate meeting. We had a really good conversation 
on the 12th and we will potentially be having some follow up meetings after the 
implementation of some recommended changes. In addition to that I followed up with the 
Director of Residential halls to see if there were any changes to the policy for tabling in the 
halls, which there was not, so I am working on some flyers to give Housing so that they can 
distribute them to the area councils. And finally, not included in my report because it just 
happened today, with my position within my Sorority, we are doing an event for International 
Woman’s day with the new Vice Chancellor of Diversity, Equality and Inclusion Dr. Jessica 
Harris which will be open to all students. Also working on the mental health week, working 
with External Affairs Officer Kyle on merging some of the I have a Reason events with the 
Mental Health week events.  
Senator Shiau: P2 pharmacy students are going on their rotations starting today for a total of 
three weeks and they will be back March 15, and then P3 students are going to be doing an 
intersection with Interprofessional Education with the school of Nursing as well as some other 
health professionals. In terms of Committee meetings, I am involved in – the ASPC meeting 
that was scheduled for today was canceled and moved to next week where we will be going 
over some reviews and edits on materials for committee tasks for the curriculum council and 
then in March we have a lot of meetings planned out that are basically going to continue doing 
some of the tasks for curriculum council. 
Senator Wheeler: Not much to report on, but the first paragraph of my report I mentioned 
professors not reaching out to the students about whether or not they were going to hold 
synchronize classes on zoom during the snow days. I know several people who weren’t sure 
that hopped on anyway and discovered that they were holding class but they hadn’t reached out 
to the students – so next time it would be good if there were clear directions on whether the 
online classes were still meeting or not. The SOAB meeting from two weeks ago was canceled 
and we have one this Friday. Looking forward to working the other Senators and Executive 
members on the upcoming Mental health week and looking forward to having a successful 
event.  
Senator Wensing: As Senator Shiau mentioned we have started our rotations. I did attend a 
Strategic Planning Committee Meeting and we discussed and focus on the finances of the 
University. We are meeting again next week.  
 

XI. EXECUTIVE REPORTS 
President Walters: With us not having Spring Break this semester, I want to remind you all to 
take care of yourself this semester and that you all are doing amazing, important stuff with 
student government but to remember that your health is more important. 



Vice President Akpan: Starting tomorrow I will be doing interviews for the vacant senator 
positions, we have had several applicants for each position. And the goal is to have all those 
selections sworn in at the March 15th Senate meeting. 
Trustee Graham: BOT meeting is April 29 
Financial Officer Deppard: Sent email last week on listserv about Fall 2021 programming 
and the Annual Allocation application opens this Friday. And we will be having FB this week 
as we already have a funding request. 
Internal Affairs Officer Lutz: Thank you for the flowers for my Grandpa’s funeral. Also, if 
you have any friends who want to serve on committees, send them my way. Carson still needs 
some helpers for the election coming up. We will be having a speed dating bonding event on 
Friday – sign up on Teams and will be posting on GroupMe. Also still working on nominations 
for Kimmel awards. 
External Affairs Officer Kyle: This week I’ll be reaching out to some different organizations 
and resources for I Have a Reason. Also, still working on the Mensi Project. 
Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard: Share the flyers that are posted on SG – 
as social media is our main source of advertising this year.  
Organization Relations Officer Akpan: Glad that the name change went through SG at last 
Senate. Next SOAB is this Friday, looking for more members. 
Election Commissioner Brimm: Election applications closed today at 4:30 pm – we will 
discuss in the morning if we are going to extend the deadline so that we have an opportunity to 
get more candidates. Thank you to all who shared the flyers and spread the word. We had a 
good turn out at the informational meeting last week. Some important upcoming dates are the 
mandatory candidates’ meetings on March 3 at noon and March 4 at 4:00, candidates need to 
attend one of those. And the mandatory debates/forum is on March 22 and 23 at 11 -12:30, 
candidates need to attend both of those unless in class.  
 

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Senator Aslin: Leadership programs: Leadershape – Catalyst program – once a month from 
10:30 – 5 on Saturdays – in person, facilitated by Sarah Laux, Prince Robertson, Melinda 
Stitzel and Kelly Marooney – all great people to spend a Saturday with. Resilience Program – 
all virtual, do it yourself, watch videos and fill out packet. Takes couple hours to complete.  
Fist Bumps for Kimmel Awards – we have a bunch of awards, from student organization 
member to Advisor = Sarah has been nominated 3 years in a row – who wants to make it 4. 
Kimmel Scholorship – March 6 4;30 pm they all are closing. 
 
Internal Affairs Officer Lutz: My sororities ANAD week: So, today is Make-Up less 
Monday, Treasure Your Traits Tuesday, Work Out Wednesday and a Virtual Vigil on 
Thursday. I will be posting the flyer in the GroupMe. 
 
Senator Perry: I sit on the Women’s History Month committee, Phenomenal Woman 
nominations are open, and that’s just like nominating faculty, staff, students, literally anybody. 
I will put this in the GroupMe. Be sure to nominate someone.  
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENTS 
Senator Aslin moved to adjourn the meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:26 p.m. 



MINUTES OF THE STUDENT SENATE 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY EDWARDSVILLE 

Via Zoom and YouTube Livestream 
Monday, March 15, 2021 – 6 p.m. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Student Senate of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville convened on March 15, 2021, 
via zoom and Livestream on YouTube. Vice President Akpan called the meeting to order at 
6:03 p.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present:  
 Vice President Akpan, Senator Aslin (T-6:08 pm), Senator Beck, Senator Burnett, Senator 
Childerson, Senator Goren, Senator Hawkins, Senator Ho, Senator Morkin, Senator Obert, 
Senator O’Dell, Senator Randolph, Senator Schurman, Senator Sheahan, Senator Wheeler, 
Senator Pruitt, Senator Wensing and Senator Shiau.  
Members Absent: Senator Jackson, Senator Perry 
Quorum was established with 17 voting members present. 
Others Present:  
President Walters, Student Trustee Graham, Financial Officer Dreppard, Internal Affairs Officer 
Lutz, External Affairs Officer Kyle, Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard, 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan, Student Diversity Officer McKenzie, Election 
Commissioner Brimm, Advisor Laux, Office Support Specialist Ermer, Vice Chancellor Student 
Affairs Waple, Asc. Vice Chancellor Student Affairs Roccia, Covid Coordinator Schultz, Speech 
and Debate Team Rep. Allyson Moulton and CPNP Rep. Allison Wadlow. 
 

III. GUEST SPEAKER 
  None 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the February 22, 2021 meeting were approved by roll call vote. 
 

V. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
None 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
1. COVID-19 update – Mike Schultz 

Mike Schultz went over SIUE numbers since the last update he provided in January. 
9,556 test results released, 9,449 negatives, 52 positives and 15 inconclusive. This is 
from the reentry and surveillance testing. We have a .54% positivity rate overall. From 
January through March 11th – there has been quite a few days with no positives – this 
includes testing and self-disclosures. We were at 4.67% and have dropped down below 
1%. Currently we are at 7 for active students, and 0 for faculty and staff and 0 for 
housing usage of quarantine space. Went over the last weeks numbers and the previous 
weeks numbers from the dashboard. Showed us the area data and where SIUE stands 
compared to the area counties. Madison county at 4.5%; St. Clair at 3.10%; IL Region 4 
at 3.2 %; St. Louis City at 3.3% and St. Louis County at 4.8 %. We haven’t had a 



faculty and staff positive in the last 3 weeks and the students have been in single digits 
since February, so very good news. What I wanted to update you all on today is that 
SHIELD Illinois has received FDA approval as of last week and we are working on 
switching over to SHIELD testing – this is the company that we wanted to go with in 
the beginning but needed to wait on the FDA approval. This will eliminate the 
insurance process and will save us money as the Governor has put money towards 
testing through the SHIELD Illinois testing. The other thing is that we have made a 
decision that we will continue to do testing through the summer at all three campus’, 
we will not be doing reentry testing with the summer being so spread out and so many 
different starts and stop dates.  
Senator Sheahan moved to open the floor for discussion, Senator Childerson seconded. 
Senator Sheahan asked, “How much of the group of the random testing, has actually 
showed up, and is it giving you a good sample group?” Schultz responded with a 
spreadsheet showing, number of students, staff numbers for who have been tested and 
the percentage. One of the things that was changed last week was that the staff $5 
cougar bucks was causing some issues with taxes so we are now giving a $5 coupon 
which will avoid the tax issues. I hope that answers your question.” Senator Sheahan, 
“Yes, I guess a have a follow up question, If you are continuing to do this next 
semester, would you consider increasing the sample size potentially to have a better 
turn out?” Schultz answered, “Yes, that’s a good point, we did put a number in there for 
no-shows and that has been higher, I will work with our statistician to get that higher.” 
Senator Childerson, “What is the current turn-around time for testing?” Schultz 
answered that it goes back and forth but we have been under the 72 hours but runs 
around the 42 hours. Internal Affairs Officer Lutz, “Have you talked about doing 
reentry testing for the Fall semester?” Schultz answered, we are waiting for guidance 
from the CDC, we are hearing that there could be some guidance coming out at the end 
of the month on several different things. We have made 90% of our decisions based on 
CDC guidance and the Illinois department of health. Senator Sheahan moved to close 
the floor for discussion, seconded by Senator Aslin. 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
1. New Organization Allocation 

a. Every Vote Counts - $125 
Financial Office Dreppard presented the information about this request from the 
Finance Board meeting where they voted informally to approve. Senator Aslin moved 
to approve this request, seconded by Senator Sheahan. This was approved by a roll call 
vote. 

2. Name Change 

a.  SIUE Marketing Association to 
American Marketing Association of SIUE 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan presented the information about this request 
from the SOAB meeting where they informally voted to approve. Senator Aslin moved 
to approve this request, seconded by Senator Hawkins. This was approved by a roll call 
vote.  
 



3. Virtual Conference Request 

a. Speech and Debate Team - $115 
         2021 National Forensic Association’s Championship Tournament 
         April 16 – 19, 2021 
Financial Office Dreppard presented this request with the note that there is a 
representative from the group here to answer questions, as it has not gone before the 
Finance Board yet. Senator Aslin moved to open the floor for discussion, seconded by 
Senator Sheahan. Senator Sheahan asked, “Can you explain what the tournament offers 
for your organization and how it will benefit your members?” Allyson Moulton, the 
rep., answered, “Yes, this is our national tournament at the end of the year, participants 
have to be a finalist in so many tournaments during the year to qualify for this 
tournament. Myself and one other member have been working all year toward being 
eligible to attend this tournament. We are honored to be able to go, with this being such 
a massive tournament it will allow opportunities for networking with other speech 
teams from all over, and give us opportunities to bring back trophies and stuff that will 
give us more recognition in the speech world.” President Walters asked, “Is it just the 
two of you that are able to attend?” Moulton, “Yes, we are taking four events in total.” 
Financial Office Dreppard asked, “Is there a plan to bring back anything from this 
tournament to the other members of your organization that won’t be in attendance 
there?” Moulton, “Yes, we have weekly meetings, and plan to have meetings 
throughout the summer. We plan on sharing trends and techniques that we saw and 
think will be benefitable with the team as a whole. Senator Aslin moved to close the 
floor for discussion, Senator Sheahan seconded. Senator Aslin moved to approve the 
request for funding, Senator Beck seconded. This request was approved by roll call 
vote. 
 
b. CPNP - $475 
         CPNP Annual Meeting 
         April 19 – 23, 2021 
Financial Office Dreppard presented this request with the note that there is a 
representative from the group here to answer questions, as it has not gone before the 
Finance Board yet. Senator Aslin moved to open the floor for discussion, seconded by 
Senator Beck. Senator Beck asked, “How were the five people picked to attend?” 
Allison Wadlow, the rep., answered, “Anyone that was interested in going, it is 4 P3 
and 1 P4 that were interested in attending.” Senator Beck asked, “What do you hope to 
bring back from this conference to SIUE?” Wadlow answered, “We are hoping to bring 
back more information about Pysc Pharmaceutics to our pharmacy school and to our 
organization. As well as bringing back different ideas, as far as community outreach 
programs and fundraising opportunities and networking.” Senator Shiau asked, “How 
do you plan to share this information with your organization, the School of Pharmacy 
and with the rest of SIUE?” Wadlow answered, “We have our monthly meetings, and 
those are usually just the CPNP members, but are open to all Pharmacy students. We 
will be participating in some all campus activities where we will share the information 
with all SIUE students as well.” Vice President Akpan asked, “What does CPNP stand 



for?” Wadlow answered, “College of Psychiatric and Neurological Pharmacy” Senator 
Aslin moved to close the floor, Senator Sheahan seconded. Senator Aslin moved to 
approve the request for funding, seconded by Senator Goren. The request was approved 
by a roll call vote.  

 
VIII. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS/PERSONNEL APPOINMENTS 

1. Swearing in of new Senators 
Senator for School of Engineering: Shawn Gilles 
Senator for CAS: Luke LeQuatte 
Senator for School of Ed., Health and Human Behavior: Briana Lewis 
 
Senator Aslin moved to approve the appointments, Senator Hawkins seconded. The 
appointments were approved by a roll call vote.  
 
President Walters swore in the three new Senators. 
 

IX. OPEN FORUM 
None 
 

X. SENATE REPORTS 
Senator Aslin: I missed the UBC meeting, lots of graduate students are looking for GA 
positions right now, so that’s been fun. 
Senator Beck: Senator Childerson and I are working on the Financial seminar, we have a 
Edwards Jones Financial advisor to speak at it, his name is Tim Monosmith. He is located in 
Edwardsville with about 10 years’ experience. Doing investing first, and possibly budgeting 
next.  
Senator Burnett: Parking and Traffic committee, Lora is retiring and FB we had the one 
request and have been working on the funding manual. 
Senator Childerson: I attended a UPBC and the External affairs meetings, looking forward to 
working with Senator Beck on the Personal Finance project. Want to congratulate everyone on 
getting through day light savings time.  
Senator Goren: Joined the Curriculum Council and the Residential Housing Association and 
have attended meetings for both of those. Curriculum council meeting we discussed a 
extensive English pathway for International students to be admitted into – any questions please 
email me. RHA are planning events for spring – Picnic and Scavenger hunt and are also 
planning on giving Starbucks Gift Cards for staff appreciation week. During my office hours I 
finish drafting my first of three accessibility resolutions and I will be presenting at the next 
executive board meeting.  
Senator Hawkins: Conducted a survey about dining services hours, I have sent the results to 
President Walters so that should be moving along. Senator Obert will probably talk about it 
more but please come out to the movie night tomorrow night. And congratulations to all the 
senators that just got sworn in.  
Senator Ho: Majority of students and staff have received the first and second doses of 
vaccines.  There are a few 2nd years receiving their second doses on March 22nd with the 
remainder receiving them at a later date.  



Senator Morkin: Senator Ho pretty much covered everything that is going on at the Dental 
School so I don’t really have much to add. 
Senator Obert: Tomorrow there is a SG Movie Night, with 4 classrooms in Founders Hall set 
up to show movies, with a different movie playing in each classroom. So, if you are bored and 
need something to do on Wednesday night come out to the SG Movie Night.  
Senator O’Dell: I have been working on Mental Health Week and World Autism Day with 
Senator Goren and have been decorating the bulletin boards in the SG office, fill out the survey 
that is what it is for.  
Senator Pruitt: Attended the Parking and Committee, which Senator Burnett reported on that, 
I am also on the appeals committee and we denied to appeals. I shout out to Senator Sheahan 
on the Study Abroad Seminar that we did – it went pretty well, so I was happy.  
Senator Randolph: I met with External Affairs and we discussed the Mental Health week 
event, I have a General Education Committee meeting this Thursday. Back in February I sent 
out a survey to the students in the School of Engineering, I brought the concerns from the 
students with the Dean of Engineering and we discussed solutions for helping the students. I 
am working with Society of Women Engineers for Women’s History Month, we are posting 
famous women that are in STEM on their Instagram page, so be sure to follow Society of 
Women Engineers. 
Senator Schurman: Attending a Marketing meeting where we discussed t-shirt designs for the 
upcoming Mental Health Week and we also talked about ideas for Diversity Week and my 
ICAC meeting is next Friday. Still working on Mental Health week, received a flyer from the 
Dance organization that is doing a fundraiser for a dance trip in July – so if you want to donate 
to that reach out to me.  
Senator Sheahan: ICAC got canceled again, March 26 is the meeting. Study Aboard Seminar 
was great with a great turn out. Working on some other topics for potential seminars that the 
Freshman would be interested in attending. Thank you to the Office of International Affairs for 
coordinating this with me.  Also, been working with Dr. Jessica Harris, I did a seminar for my 
sorority with her and hope to coordinate another one for my constituents soon. Finally, I did 
contact the office of academic affairs to get more syllabi uploaded onto cougar net. I hope to 
work with them in the future to have almost all the courses on cougar net have a syllabus 
uploaded.  
Senator Shiau: Highlight things from the Academic Standards and Policy Committee – we 
recently met and went over 3 tasks to go over with the curriculum committee. The first dealt 
with the student major declaration process. This is the process where the students come in and 
are undeclared, the problem that came up is when the students from CAS were going through 
the process of declaring and then the academic counselors were registering the students for the 
incorrect major that the students did not want. The consensus for our committee was that this 
was based on human error and a lot of miscommunication. We did do a lot of research with 
other schools and what their processes were and they are pretty similar to our process. We 
believe there just needs to be better communication between the student, the academic 
counselor and the chair of the school the student is wanting to declare into. The second task 
was dealing with the attendance and absence policy and we discussed whether or not 
professors should be required to take attendance, especially now since so many classes have 
moved to an online format, we didn’t settle on a final decision, still currently discussing. The 
final tasks are going over the Faculty grievance and appeals procedure. Also, a few brief 
recommendations that our committee wants to present to the curriculum committee is we want 



to include the Inclusion, Equality and Social Justice statement on all the course syllabi and we 
want to change the use of Freshman to First Year in a lot of the University Policy and 
Procedures to be more inclusive for all groups.  
Senator Wheeler: Attended the CAB coffee break thing – which was a good recharging event. 
Love seeing everyone’s campaign post. Look forward to see who will be serving SG next year. 
See that people are excited about the warm weather we were having last week. I attended the 
last SOAB meeting where we approved a name change that came forth tonight. The next 
meeting is this Friday. I also was appointed to the Nursing School Dean Search Committee and 
my first meeting is tomorrow. Working on the Mental Health week with other Senators as well 
as the I have a Reason week with External Affairs officer Kyle. Congrats to those appointed 
tonight and good luck to those running for SG. 
Senator Wensing: Hope everyone had a nice break. We are doing a meet and greet this 
semester, March 22nd. We are focusing on students voicing any concerns they may have this 
semester.  
 

XI. EXECUTIVE REPORTS 
President Walters: Hope you all enjoyed the lighter week last week. Let me know if you have 
anything that you need help with or you need to adjust in the upcoming weeks.  
Vice President Akpan: Student Advisory Committee meeting, members from SIUE, SIUC, 
Law, Dental, Medical and Pharmacy schools and its purpose is meet and see what the biggest 
issues that have arisen and how we can attend to the needs of the students. We will be meeting 
again next week.  
Trustee Graham: Miriam got back to me that currently the price of printing on campus is 
higher at SIUE than at other Illinois institutions, because it is completely self-sufficient. I think 
it would be great for SG to advocate for the University to subsidize it so that the cost can be 
lower for our students. I also wanted to touch on that I got a student concern from an 
Engineering student, that the Engineering building closes at 5 pm on Saturdays and Sundays so 
for these students in Engineering this can be difficult to complete their homework as the 
software they use is not available anywhere else on campus.  
Financial Officer Deppard: Scheduled to have FB this Friday, so far not request is in for the 
that meeting. The annual allocations applications are open on Get Involved and will be open 
until April 2nd. Been working with M&C Ballard to get the word out on our social media 
platforms.  
Internal Affairs Officer Lutz: The past few weeks I’ve gotten Kimmel Award nominations in 
and also working on filling committees so if you know of anyone who wants to apply let them 
know there are still openings. The next bonding event is at the aquarium, sign up will be on 
teams. I’m planning the end of the year banquet and last week I helped External Affairs Officer 
Kyle fill up the Mensi Project baskets.  
External Affairs Officer Kyle: I am planning Mental Health Week and I have a Reason with 
several Senators, we do have a meeting tomorrow as well as putting in kimmel awards the last 
week. Also filling many baskets for the Mensi Project. Thank you for all the support for the 
donation drive, it was a great success. I know that Christy Fergusen really appreciates the 
support.  
Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard: Past week we had a committee meeting, 
we discussed the Mental Health Awareness week to design a t-shirt for that event. Also, have 



been meeting with Student Diversity Officer McKenzie about graphics for the Tunnel of 
Oppression. Will also be posting information about the upcoming election.  
Organization Relations Officer Akpan: At last SOAB meeting we had the one name change. 
There is a meeting this week, organization request has slowed down, we have been emailing 
with organizations about re-registration and excited to see where that goes.  
Student Diversity Officer McKenzie: Working on the Tunnel of Oppression – it will be 
virtual – working on finding speakers from marginalized identities to speak about a time that 
they have either experience discrimination or have been stigmatized. 
Election Commissioner Brimm: If you are running for office please keep sending me your 
campaign material. For clarification I need any social media posts, which are captioned or if 
you are going to create a separate page for campaigning send me a screen shot of that as well. 
Coming up we have the Candidate Debates on March 22 and 23 from 11 – 12:30 – those are 
both required for all candidates unless you are in class, please continue to send me your 
conflicts. Also, if you are not running for office please sign up to work the voting tables, I will 
continue to bug you.  
 

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Advisor Laux: I would like to congratulate everyone on making it half way through this 
semester, hope you enjoyed a meeting-less week last week, glad to have everyone back to our 
regularly scheduled programs. Also, congrats to the new Senators, welcome aboard, glad to 
have you. Be sure to check your email for Places to be at the E each week – we have lots of 
activities both virtually and in person that you can take part in. Coffee break was mentioned 
earlier, if you missed it today they are continuing it tomorrow. There is a sign up process for all 
of CAB’s events, it is a Sign-up Genius on Get Involved – so do check that out. Also, a take 
and make surprise coming up as well as Kiss me I’m a Cougar – a long standing tradition of 
CAB’s. 
Service opportunities are back, now that some of the COVID restrictions have been lifted the 
Service Saturday opportunities are back. As well as an alternative Spring Break service 
opportunity that the Community Engagement team has put together.  
 
Senator Sheahan: I started a March Madness Bracket Challenge on behalf of SG and I will be 
giving prizes for the top three brackets. Please push this out to your constituents, I would love 
to see this become a University wide thing as well as see it move into a tradition for years to 
come. 
 
Senator Aslin: We are still doing Leadership Programs, currently the Resilience Program 
which is all about finding resilience and grit to get through tough stuff, it is 3 videos, do it 
yourself. We have the catalyst program – which is in person – we have one coming up April 3 
and April 24 from 10-4. Thank you to everyone who filled out a Kimmel award.  
 
Diversity Officer McKenzie: In years past, the International students haven’t been as involved 
in the Tunnel of Oppression, so if you know of any International Students that might want to 
share their stories of being stigmatized on campus, please send them my way.  
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENTS 
Senator Sheahan moved to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 



MINUTES OF THE STUDENT SENATE 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY EDWARDSVILLE 

Via Zoom and YouTube Livestream 
Monday, March 29, 2021 – 6 p.m. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Student Senate of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville convened on March 29, 2021, 
via zoom and Livestream on YouTube. Vice President Akpan called the meeting to order at 
6:03 p.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present:  
 Vice President Akpan, Senator Aslin (T-6:04 pm), Senator Beck, Senator Childerson, Senator 
Goren, Senator Hawkins, Senator Ho, Senator Morkin, Senator Obert, Senator Randolph, 
Senator Schurman, Senator Sheahan, Senator Wheeler, Senator Wensing, Senator Jackson, 
Senator Perry (T-6:10), Senator LeQuatte, Senator Gilles, Senator Lewis. 
Members Absent: Senator Burnett, Senator O’Dell, Senator Pruitt, Senator Shiau 
Quorum was established with 18 voting members present. 
Others Present:  
President Walters, Student Trustee Graham, Financial Officer Dreppard, Internal Affairs Officer 
Lutz, External Affairs Officer Kyle, Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard, 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan, Student Diversity Officer McKenzie, Election 
Commissioner Brimm, Advisor Laux, Office Support Specialist Ermer, Vice Chancellor Student 
Affairs Waple, Military and Veteran Services Rep. Telisha Reinhardt. 
 

III. GUEST SPEAKER 
1. Military and Veteran Services – Telisha Reinhardt 

Telisha Reinhardt: “Thank you everyone for letting us speak tonight, unfortunately Director 
Kevin Wahten had to step out due to a conflicting engagement, so I will be speaking on our 
departments half. My name is Telisha Reinhardt, I’m the coordinator for Military and Veterans 
Services here at SIUE. We are located in the Military and Veteran resource center on the second 
floor of the MUC. You can see us as you come up the stairs. I wanted to meet with you all 
tonight to inform you of the Military and Veteran Resource Center that just opened up this 
January, so we are still brand new. Our office is here to assist all military affiliated students, that 
includes active duty, drilling reservist, national guard, and dependents anyone in that category is 
welcome to use our facility. Our office is open to any student on campus, student fees pays for us 
to have this office, so if you come in and want to use the resources, chat with one of us, hang out 
with one of the work studies, everyone is able to use the veterans resource center but our main 
focus is the military affiliated students. What we have in the resource center is a lounge area, 
three computers, a copier (free printing for students), we have six work studies, along side 
myself and our director Kevin Wahten. I wanted to inform you all of the amazing things that we 
do have coming up out of our office. Which would be the support groups that are for military 
affiliated students. We will have a woman veteran’s support group, a disabled veteran’s support 
group, a LBGQIA veteran’s support group, a veterans of color support group as well as a 
dependent support group. Another thing that we will be having is the Military and Veterans 
Services Book Club, we will be reading books monthly, in regards to military history and 



narratives, it will not be your typical Flags of Fathers, Band of Brothers book club. This book 
club will be incorporating all narratives of those who have served, so you will be reading about 
the histories of woman who have served, veterans of color who have served, and so on and so on.  
Just because not every military veteran looks like Tom Cruise and Ben Affleck, like they like to 
portray on TV. Another thing that we do have coming up, which we would like Student 
Government to be a part of is our Steering Committees, which we will have pretty much 
frontline student organizations and offices that will come together to discuss the future of 
military and military affiliated students here on campus. We would really like SG to be a part of 
that, as you will be able to have more connection with the students then we even do as you are 
more on the ground with students than we are, so we would definitely love to bring you in on 
that and to be able to collaborate with Student Veterans of America. I don’t know if you guys 
have ever work with that student organization before but they tend to do a lot of cool things on 
campus that are open to the campus. I’m sure I’m missing something, as that tends to happen 
when I’m speaking on the spot like this, let me look at my whiteboard. Oh yes, we also have the 
woman veterans’ event that is coming up on Wednesday. The event is called “From Uniform to 
University” woman veterans within the SIUE community, I will be moderating four-woman 
veterans, one faculty member, one graduate student, one undergraduate student, and one staff 
member, who will be sharing their experiences of transitioning from the military to higher 
education, and what that journey was like, that will be Wednesday. That has been sent out 
several times in the E today email, so please check that out and sign up for that, it is going to be a 
very interesting discussion. I don’t know if I’ve reached my ten minutes, does anyone have any 
questions for me?” Vice President Akpan, “Thank you Telisha, I will now entertain a motion to 
open the floor for discussion. Seeing none. Thank you Telisha for coming out and talking to us.” 
Telisha, “Thank you so much for having me here, and if you all ever have any questions our door 
is always open, M-F, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and like I said we are located on the second floor of the 
MUC in room 2055 so just pop in don’t think you have to be a vet to pop into our office, just 
come on in.” 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the March 15, 2021 meeting were approved by roll call vote. 
 

V. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
None 
 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
1. New Organization Request 
  a. Physics Club of SIUE 
The purpose of this organization is to connect and inspire students who are interested in physics. 

Organizations Relations Officer Akpan gave a brief description of the organization: “So we have 
this one new request, their propose is to connect those students that are interested in physics, 
they already have a faculty advisor and they were informally approved at last weeks SOAB 
meeting.”  



Senator Aslin moved to approve, Senator Randolph seconded. This request was approved with a 
roll call vote. 

VIII. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS/PERSONNEL APPOINMENTS 
None 
 

IX. OPEN FORUM 
None 
 

X. SENATE REPORTS 
Senator Aslin: Not too much to update on, working towards the end of the semester, congrats 
on making it this far, I suppose. 
Senator Beck: Senator Childerson and I will be hosting a finance seminar, partnering with 
Edwards Jones, at noon on April 3rd. We will have some information coming out via email 
channels and those kinds of things. Really excited to do that.  
Senator Childerson: Excited for the investment project. Congrats to everyone for getting to 
this part of the semester without a spring break. I was able to attend the UPBC meeting, and 
one important update from that is we did kind of talk about how textbook services works and 
how fees work for the upcoming school years. Be on the look out for that in the future and you 
can check out more in my senate report. Everyone just keep pushing ahead and we will see 
where we can go from here. 
Senator Gilles: I don’t have a lot that happened this week, but I will say that I was inducted 
into the Order of Omega, I am excited for that and to be part of the leadership of the Greek 
Community on campus, and I am meeting with the Vice Dean who previously ran the Joint 
Engineering Student Council, with the hopes of getting that reestablished for the rest of this 
year and going into next year, as I will be returning as a Senator in the Fall.  
Senator Goren: Since the last senate meeting I attended a Curriculum Council meeting were 
there was a program review for exercise science. Not much more to report on that. I was unable 
to attend the RHA meeting but the Director of Housing did provide updates to RHA. I did 
present my Accessibility resolution at the last executive meeting and I will be returning to the 
next one with some revisions. During my office hours I have been continuing my work with 
Diversity Officer McKenzie to plan the virtual tunnel of oppression and I have also been 
working with her and Senator Burnett to work on the Autism Awareness day event which is 
this Friday.  
Senator Hawkins: I don’t have a whole lot to report on, I did attend the ICAC meeting this 
past week and Senator Sheahan uploaded all the documents that they have to be approved, 
most of the language is pretty standard from the NCAA, but definitely worth taking a look. 
Senator Ho: At the Dental school, by now the majority of the students and staff have received 
both doses of the Moderna vaccine. We are just working towards the end of the semester. 
Senator Jackson: A week and a half ago I spoke with dining services about advertising their 
healthier options, and this week I will be talking to Lisa Thomson-Gibson about gate keeper 
training for student government.  
Senator LeQuatte: Last Friday attended our first SOAB meeting, which was great, I learned a 
lot about how SG works. Other than that, I don’t have a lot to report.  
Senator Lewis: I’m still planning on how I’m going to go about things. Looking forward to 
moving forward.  



Senator Morkin: I have not attended a meeting since the last general meeting, now that all 
students and staff have been vaccinated we are talking with administration about opening up 
more in person activities on campus.  
Senator Obert: At the last Curriculum Council meeting that enrollment has gone up since last 
semester and priority enrollment has opened up today for Seniors. 
Senator Perry: Since the last meeting I’ve attended the Graduate Council and I just wanted to 
say Thank You to Senator Sheahan for creating the March Madness Bracket, it has been really 
fun to be in my Graduate group me and see everybody interacting about the craziest bracket of 
all time. Also excited for graduation, on the graduate side.  
Senator Randolph: I recently attended the General Education Committee and also, we will 
have an External Affairs Committee meeting this week. The General Education meeting went 
really well and I’m excited for the External Affairs meeting. I recently sent out a survey to 
engineering students to get some feedback on their semester and also for student engagement 
and I’m creating a trivia night for the engineering students just to take a break from school.  
Senator Schurman: The Mental Health Week is next week. I attended the ICAC meeting on 
Friday and we will be voting on mandates next month and like Senator Hawkins stated it is 
mostly mandated by the NCAA so you can’t really say no to that. I made the grey graphics on 
the SG Instagram for the voting stuff, so that was fun, and I think they look pretty cute. I 
attended the talk with Congressman Shimkus today and it was awesome, very appreciative for 
the talk and for his willingness to do that. I took some notes so if anyone would like those, I 
will share those. Also, I am tabling tomorrow and Wednesday to help with the voting.  
Senator Sheahan: Highlighting ICAC – they just finished their internal audit, they mentioned 
that they haven’t had to many outbreaks this year but have still had some game cancellations. 
Female sports are unproportionable to male sports, being under the male numbers and they do 
not expect that to be proportional until 2022 or 2023. They will not be recruiting and that is in 
affect until May 1st, they are kind of looking at how to carry that into the summer. They lost 
1.7 million dollars of revenue this year and they are changing up some governing documents 
and adding some policies. And as one of the Senators previously mentioned I did put those in 
SG Teams, so you can look those over and just message me or any other members of ICAC if 
you have any questions. Other than that I am working with Academic Affairs to get syllabus 
and any additional course cost that aren’t included onto CougarNet before registration, 
hopefully by Spring 2022. And the March Madness Bracket Challenge is underway, so can’t 
wait to see how that turns out, but I know that I’m not going to win. Have a great week guys. 
Senator Wheeler: Look forward to the SG elections, I really enjoyed seeing the posting of the 
candidate’s statements and initiatives that support all students. The first round of registration 
for priority students and seniors opened today. I thought it went pretty well, compared to 
previous semesters, I don’t know if everyone had a good experience but it seemed like it went 
a little bit more smoothly based on GroupMe’s that I’m in for Honors and other things. I was 
surprised that it didn’t crash for me. I think that students are really excited about the in-person 
graduation. I’ve heard lots of good feedback about that. Just getting to walk is super 
meaningful to people. I attended a portion of the ICAC meeting last week, like the other 
Senators mentioned, look over those documents and provide any feedback that SG can take to 
the ICAC meeting. We have a SOAB meeting this Friday. And then my current goals are to 
execute a successful Mental Health Week with fellow Senators and Executive members. 
Mental Health Week is April 5-9, and we would appreciate you guys’ support, especially since 



we have awesome things planned, and giveaways that you won’t want to miss, and your mental 
health is important and we want to brighten your week if you come.  
Senator Wensing: Recently attending a Strategic Planning Committee, we discussed our final 
report and overall progress since we will be presenting that to the Chancellor sometime in the 
next few weeks. Also, after surveying the pharmacy students, the best time to have the meet 
and greet is the 2nd of April, this will be a great time to take note of any issues floating around 
that any pharmacy students have before the semester ends as well as answer any questions 
students have about main campus.  
 

XI. EXECUTIVE REPORTS 
President Walters: Add that I heard back the Director of Dining Services about the survey 
that Senator Hawkins had sent out to students, and even thought the survey did show that they 
would like dining to be open an hour later, dining services stated that it isn’t possible this 
semester but we are hopeful even with this disappointing news that in the Fall when there is 
more activity on campus that dining services will be able to open up more options and have 
extended hours.  
Vice President Akpan: I will be reaching out to Senators about doing some check-in 1:1 to 
see how things are going.  
Trustee Graham: Next BOT is scheduled for Thursday April 29th. 
Financial Officer Deppard: Annual Allocations closes this Friday for next years allocations. 
And we will be having our next FB meeting Friday as well.  
Internal Affairs Officer Lutz: Committee are filled with our new Senators, but I still have 3 
committees that need a few members for the rest of the semester so if you know of anyone 
wanting to get involved have them fill out an application. Thank you all for attending the Night 
in the Lou – it was a lot of fun. Next week we have our Virtual PowerPoint Party on Tuesday 
at 7 p.m., there is more information in my report. We are going to have a Virtual version of the 
end of the year banquet on April 19th at 7 p.m. and we are having a in-person bonding event on 
the 22nd of April, which will serve as our in-person in of the year event. I am still working on 
all the details for that. 
Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard: I will be posting some fun graphics for 
voting so please share those, one will be posted tonight, one tomorrow and one the next day. I 
also will be posting something about the single semester allocations as well, so be on the look 
out for that. And I will be starting up with the Mental Health Week and Tunnel of Oppression 
information. Shout out to Maddy Schurman for posting those graphics for the election, those 
looked amazing. And my next marketing and communication meeting is next week.  
Organization Relations Officer Akpan: That last meeting was March 19, we had the Physics 
Club of SIUE which was brought to and approved tonight at this meeting. We have welcomed 
a couple new board members, which is exciting but we are still accepting more. We have great 
communication there. I continue to reach out to student organization leaders about starting 
their organizations and managing their current organizations as well. Our next SOAB meeting 
is Friday April 2nd.  
Student Diversity Officer McKenzie: Today I met with the SIU system search committee for 
the VP of DEI Chief Diversity Officer and I just provided the student feedback from the 
student committee to the President. We are down to 5 candidates, and he is supposed to make 
the decision fairly quickly, hopefully by the end of the semester.  



Election Commissioner Brimm: A lot going on with elections, debates this last week, they 
went well can I enjoyed seeing what you all had to say. The election is tomorrow and 
Wednesday, voting will open at midnight Tuesday and will close at 11:59 pm on Wednesday.  
Grievances have to be filed by 4:15 p.m. on Thursday April 1st.  And all campaign material 
needs to be removed by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday April 1st, as well.  
External Affairs Officer Kyle: Mental Health Week next week, lots of cool events, so 
thankful for all the Senators helping out with this project. We are having meditation sessions, 
some in-person sessions with like chalking, talking about mindful eating, Yoga, coloring crafts, 
Lisa Thompson-Gibson, from counseling services will also be hosting a session about well-
being. There will be a ton of goodies in grab bags to pick up. There is a link tree with the 
events to sign up and get involved. M-F – be ready to see that on social media.   
 
 

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Senator Aslin- Catalyst session for this weekend was cancelled due to lack of numbers. April 
24th will be happening – about sparking change. 10:30 – 5 in the MUC (not sure what room) 
Also still doing sign up for Resilience program – 3 modules – I think it is really effective. 
Closes April 12. Applications for Student Leadership Counsel – 5 positions open. Also, 
Kimmel Awards are the last week of April.  
 
Advisor Laux – Reminder Elections!!! Email was sent to all students today with instructions 
on how to vote. Or just log into Get Involved and the elections will pop up – Thank you all for 
the help with the election. Quick reminder – please do share with your constituents.  
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENTS 
Senator Sheahan moved to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 6:36 p.m. 



MINUTES OF THE STUDENT SENATE 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY EDWARDSVILLE 

Via Zoom and YouTube Livestream 
Monday, April 12, 2021 – 6 p.m. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Student Senate of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville convened on April 12, 2021, 
via zoom and Livestream on YouTube. Vice President Akpan called the meeting to order at 
6:00 p.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present:  
 Vice President Akpan, Senator Aslin (T-6:05 pm), Senator Burnett, Senator Childerson, Senator 
Goren, Senator Hawkins, Senator Ho, Senator Obert, Senator O’Dell, Senator Pruitt (T-6:05), 
Senator Randolph, Senator Schurman, Senator Sheahan, Senator Wensing, Senator Jackson, 
Senator Perry (T-6:08), Senator Gilles. 
Members Absent: Senator Shiau, Senator Beck, Senator Morkin, Senator Lewis, Senator LeQuatte and 
Senator Wheeler 
Quorum was established with 15 voting members present. 
Others Present:  
President Walters, Student Trustee Graham, Financial Officer Dreppard, Internal Affairs Officer 
Lutz, External Affairs Officer Kyle, Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard, 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan, Student Diversity Officer McKenzie, Election 
Commissioner Brimm, Advisor Laux, Office Support Specialist Ermer, Vice Chancellor Student 
Affairs Waple, Associate Vice Chancellor Student Affairs Roccia, COVID Coordinator Schultz. 
 

III. GUEST SPEAKER 
 None 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the March 29, 2021 meeting were approved by roll call vote. 
 

V. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
1. Resolution 
A. Accessible Campus Resolution – Senator Goren 
This accessibility is a general accessibility resolution and I believe that it is vital to our 
campus to allow students too feel included and comfortable at the University. It is 
important to me and many others that we adopt this resolution so that we can continue to 
uphold SIUE’s values and create a campus that promotes the well being of all students. If 
you have any questions, now is the time to ask.  
Senator Aslin moved to approve the Resolution, seconded by Senator Randolph. 
This Resolution was passed by roll call vote. 
 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
1. COVID 19 update – COVID Coordinator Schultz 

As you can see on the screen here is the chart that shows the cases, following the 
average line the highest we have gotten is 1.17 for a 7-day average since we met last. 



We are starting to get reports of cases that came up through spring break/Easter 
holidays, so we will probably see a little uptake. We currently have only 3 student 
active cases and 1 faculty/staff active case and as of Friday we had 0 students in 
isolation or quarantined. We had 448 negative results in our surveillance testing. With 1 
positive, For the last two weeks we have had 3 positive cases. We have done over a 
1000 surveillance test. Madison county is actually below St Louis County. SHIELD 
Illinois testing is the test we are using now, switch this morning. We were at 
Edwardsville and School of Dental today – things moved smoothly and people were 
getting through fairly quickly. It is really important that people go ahead and register at 
this website: https://forms.office.com/r/QvChjQs6tb . This website is on the SIUE 
website under COVID testing there is a link. There are some waivers to be signed and a 
few questions to answer. Summer testing – we will be doing testing, it will be voluntary 
again – we haven’t looked at the incentives yet. We haven’t really discussed Fall 
Testing yet – waiting on guidance from the CDC. Testing for this semester: 10,731 test 
results released, 10,658 negatives, 54 positives and 19 inconclusive, .50% positivity 
rate. Senator Sheahan moved to open the floor for questions, Senator Aslin seconded. 
Senator Sheahan asked, “What is the status for the COVID committee, and will there be 
a student appointed to the committee next year?” Schultz answered, “There hasn’t been 
a committee, we sunset that committee. There really hasn’t been decisions to be made, 
we are in operation mode right now, if there are a need for some policy changes or 
decisions to be made we would reform the committee.” Senator Childerson asked, 
“Since we are using SHIELD now, should students feel free to delete that Aura app 
from our phones now?” Schultz answered, “Definitely” Senator Aslin moved to close 
the floor to discussion, seconded by Senator Perry.  
 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
1. Election Report – Election Commissioner Brimm 

You should have all received a copy of the unofficial results of the 2021/2022 student 
government election. There is also a copy on TEAMS.  The elections were hybrid this 
year, with voting taking place on GetInvolved March 30 through 31st. We had a total of 
935 voters for this election which was a 47% increase from last year election. I will 
now share the results of each category: 
Unofficial Results:  

President: Hailee O’Dell  
Vice President: Isabella Pruitt  
Student Trustee: Maddie Walters  
Senator at Large: Kylie Jackson  
                               Hannah Sheahan  
                               Jessica Duplantis  
Business Senator: Taylor Cason  
                               Mickenzie Bass  
CAS: Science & Math: Nicole Burbach  
Ed., Health and HB Senator: Nicole Obert  
Engineering Senators: Clinton Jones  
                                        Amina Sehic  
Nursing Senator: Alexia Burnett  
Graduate Senator: Shawn Gilles  

https://forms.office.com/r/QvChjQs6tb


Pharmacy Senator: Brittany Holshauser 
 
We had several write in candidates for the following positions: 
Senator of Nursing – 1 position, Senator of Ed., Health, and HB – 1 position, 
Senator CAS, People and Culture – 1 position; Senator Dental Medicine – 1 position 
 
I reached out to those individuals that were written in for their interest in the 
position and the VP-elect will be interviewing those that applied.  
 
We did have a grievance filed regarding campaign activity, the election commission 
presided over a grievance hearing this afternoon, I am still updating the report, 
however the commission has decided to make amendments to the election manual 
regarding these issues so that they can be approved and avoided next year. They 
include adding sections about campaigning at off-campus housing and a section on 
campaigning following University guidelines surrounding COVID 19.  
 
I am now asking the Senate to ratify the election results with the clear-cut election 
officials. 
 
Senator Aslin moved to approve, seconded by Senator Hawkins. 
Election was ratified by a roll call vote.    

 
VIII. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS/PERSONNEL APPOINMENTS 

None 
 

IX. OPEN FORUM 
None 
 

X. SENATE REPORTS 
Senator Aslin: Not to much to report, I did attend UPBC and within that I did advocate to the 
Chancellor and the rest of the Council to reconsider how CARES Act funding is distributed 
if/when there is another round of money, so hopefully it will revert back to how round 1 was 
handled where all students could submit the form at the same time to receive funding, rather 
than like the second round when the form was open to non-Pell eligible  students for less than 
20 minutes before the funds ran out, fingers crossed that it is handled differently next time.   
Senator Burnett: I’ve attended Parking and Traffic Committee this past Friday, not much to 
report there, we have a lot of open positions for next year that students are allowed to apply 
for, chair positions on the board. And we had a successful Autism Awareness event, we had 
Q&A and our give away, we gave away a decent amount of our shirts – almost all of them. 
Senator Childerson: Attended the UPBC meeting – Senator Beck and I are looking forward to 
hosting the Finance Seminar on April 23. I know that now is the time of year where everything 
is heating up for everyone so I wish everyone the best of luck in their courses.  
Senator Gilles: Was also at the Parking & Traffic Committee meeting and I don’t have much 
to add to what Senator Burnett already stated. As far as my updates with the Engineering 
Student Council reestablishment, we are basically waiting until the summer to see what the 
status is with these organizations as with other stuff on campus numbers are way down for 
involvement. We’re trying to see where everyone is at and if any of these groups are still 
active. 



Senator Goren: Since the last meeting went to one RHA meeting, nothing to report there. I 
will attend the Curriculum Council meeting tomorrow. Obviously, I presented my Accessible 
Campus Resolution to the executive board, and they voted to bring it to Senate tonight, thank 
you all for voting to pass the resolution. During my office hours I have continued to work with 
Diversity Officer McKenzie and Senator O’Dell to plan the Tunnel of Oppression which 
should be happening in the next couple of weeks. Senator Burnett and I hosted our event as she 
stated, it was successful and I want to give a shout out to Senator Sheahan and Senator O’Dell 
for helping out with that as well. I also helped out with tabling for the Mental Health 
Awareness Week and it was a great time.   
Senator Hawkins: I also attended that Parking and Traffic Committee meeting. I did want to 
add that an email has gone out that 6 of the emergency phones have gone down around the 
Cougar gardens area, they are in the process of getting those back up and running so that 
should be happening soon. Congratulations to all those elected, I wish you the best of luck.   
Senator Ho: Haven’t attended any meetings since last Senate meeting. Everything at the 
Dental school is running smoothly and like Mr. Schultz was saying earlier we are switching to 
the SHIELD Illinois testing. Also, most of the students and faculty have already received the 
vaccine and working towards opening up more facilities and clinics for more in person 
function.  
Senator Obert: Registration is still open if students still need to register for class next fall. 
And I have a Curriculum Council meeting this week.  
Senator O’Dell: I was apart of the Mental Health Awareness Week as well as the Autism 
Awareness Day and they were both successful and look forward to continuing those in the 
future. During my office hours I have been working on the process of appointing an executive 
board for next year, so if you applied for that you will be hearing from me very soon regarding 
interviews, I’m very excited to talk with all of you. I also included in my report that COVID 
vaccines are open to all residents or employees of Illinois and there is information on the SIUE 
website, so if you are able check that out.  
Senator Perry: Two things I want to touch on that are in my report but haven’t been 
mentioned yet: Shout out to Senator Sheahan for the bracket challenge, it was very well 
received by the Graduate students, it was something cool for us to do and also shout out to 
Election Commissioner Brimm for a great election, you did an amazing job.  
Senator Pruitt: I have not had any committee meetings since the last Senate meeting, but I did 
want to highlight that I am working on an initiative for the Freshman, specifically for 
Freshman who are in courses like Biology and Chemistry to work on the Photo Atlas text book 
that students have to purchase – trying to get it included in the textbooks that students are able 
to rent. During my office hours I have been working on setting up interviews for the vacant 
Senator positions for next year.   
Senator Randolph: On April 8th I had the General Education Committee meeting, we voted 
on some appeals and it went really well. I have not had a meeting with the external affairs 
committee because of the Mental Health Awareness week, which went really well. I also sent a 
survey report to the Dean of the School of Engineering and the Associate Dean, and I plan on 
meeting with them soon to discuss what students had to say and their concerns and feedback 
from this semester. Must of the concerns was communication and professors not being 
forgiving or understanding during this semester. Also, on April 28th I plan on having a trivia 
night for the School of Engineering students, just to take a break and get a chance to know 
some more people because I have realized that is a hard thing to do during this semester and I 



think meeting with some people would be great. And also getting a break before finals. I think 
it will be good.  
Senator Schurman: My marketing committee meeting was canceled. The Mental Health 
Awareness Week went really well, and thank you to all that attended and those that helped out 
with that. Thank you to Kaitlyn for being awesome. So glad that all the students really loved 
that.  Had my check in with Vice President Akpan and that was nice, thank you for setting that 
up Ronald, I enjoyed talking to you. Congrats to everyone who will be in SG next year.  
Senator Sheahan: ICAC is meeting on Friday, April 30th. If you have any questions about the 
files I put on TEAMS about the new policies that they will be approving or about any of the 
amended policies that they will be approving, please contact me prior to the meeting so that I 
can get those questions answered for you, prior to the meeting or at the meeting. I missed 
Finance Board, I was a little under the weather after my first vaccine and apologies to FO 
Dreppard for that. I finished putting closed captions on the Study Abroad Seminar and that is 
now on YouTube for all students to view, both my constituents and your constituents. I am 
going to Faculty Senate the first week of May to discuss the Respondis Lock Down browser 
concerns, as well as my syllabus accessibility initiatives. The March Madness bracket 
challenge was a success, thank you so much to SIUE athletics for partnering with me for this to 
give away some prizes for that. I also closed captioned some videos for Mental Health Week, 
and tabled. I also sent out a end of semester survey to my constituents on their year. I am 
working with VP Akpan to get some t-shirts for all of the participants. Finally, I just wanted to 
say, please continue to make your constituents aware of the mask policy on campus, I see to 
many instances lately where students are mask less and not socially distanced both inside and 
outside and not at the gym working out. So we are close to the end of the semester, and I know 
that we are all sick of COVID, and that we are all sick of masks, but I would hate for there to 
be an outbreak and for us not to be able to do the things that we want to do next semester and 
have the policy changes next semester because of our last few weeks, so I don’t want to be that 
person but at the same time, please just be aware.   
Senator Wensing: Just a few things, first the Strategic Planning Committee that I’ve been 
involved with submitted their final draft to the chancellor this morning. The second thing is 
that Senator Shiau and I are doing our Spring Checkin to see how are Pharmacy constituents 
are doing and to address any concerns about this summer or for the fall semester, this is 
happening tomorrow the 13th at 3:30 p.m. and again we will be doing an Amazon gift card 
drawing for those in attendance.   
 

XI. EXECUTIVE REPORTS 
President Walters: Earth day on the Quad – Wednesday April 21st – ordered wildflowers 
which attract monarch butterflies. Last Friday there was a townhall meeting with the 
Chancellor that discussed summer and fall regarding COVID, so if you are getting questions 
from your constituents you can direct them to that, I believe the recording is posted on the 
COVID webpage or it will be soon. Also, we have one senate meeting left for the year so don’t 
forget to be thinking about your transition packets and what information you want to pass on to 
whoever is in your position next year and thank you all for all the hard work that you have put 
into student government so far.  
Vice President Akpan: As mentioned by a few Senators I held 1 on 1 meetings this last week, 
checking in with Senators and seeing how things are going. Overall, things have been going 
very well for them, I know being virtual it is hard to have the communication so it was good to 



have an opportunity. For those that have not scheduled one with me yet, please do so as soon 
as possible. I’ll be making my transition packet as soon as possible for the incoming VP. As 
President Walters mentioned we have one more senate meeting, I would encourage you to be 
able to attend and if for some reason you are unable to please let me know as soon as possible.  
Trustee Graham: Highlight that the next Trustee board meeting is April 29th, and it will be 
online and everyone can stream the meeting through YouTube. I will post a link that morning 
or at a closer date. I just want to give a shout out to everyone who was elected into a position, 
congratulations. And shout out to everyone who put in hard work for the Mental Health 
Awareness week. 
Financial Officer Deppard: We did have Finance board and reviewed the Travel section of 
the Funding Manual, will be meeting with Robin and Kelly Jo this week to go through the 
Program section of the manual. We have Finance Board again this Friday and we will go over 
the Annual Allocations that we received for next year.  
Internal Affairs Officer Lutz: Vickie is retiring and I want to do something special for her – I 
will be sending out a google form for you to submit your favorite memory with Vickie – a note 
of thanks and a quote – Robin will be doing a scrapbook of all the things compiled. If you have 
a photo with Vickie there is a place to upload that as well. We have a couple of bonding events 
coming up next week as well, we have the virtual SG banquet on Monday from 6 to 7, I highly 
encourage everyone to attend this virtual event - everyone is getting recognized in some way – 
please come. On Thursday we have Edison’s, food will be provided – that being said I have to 
turn in the RSVP’s on Wednesday please respond soon. I got approved to buy jackets for the 
SG members – Please fill out this form right now – or at least by midnight. If you don’t fill out 
the form or I will be using he sizes that Robin has. I will be sending out a survey about 
committees – please fill that out when I send it – it is so I can get some feedback about the 
committee you served on for the next Internal Affairs Officer.  
External Affairs Officer Kyle: Mental Health Week went well, thank you to everyone who 
helped at the events and for those that promoted the event to their friends. I am working on my 
transition packet right now I have a lot of things to throw in there – I am trying to compile both 
information of pre-covid and covid so that whatever happens next year the new EAO has all 
the information that they need. Also, next week is Springfest and SG and CAB are 
coordinating an event for springfest.  
Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard: I just received information from State 
Representative Stuart that they are doing a Peanut Butter Drive for Cougar Cupboard, so if you 
guys are interested in helping by giving some items to Cougar Cupboard, it doesn’t have to be 
PB it can be any non-perishable food items. If you don’t want to have to walk up to the cougar 
cupboard you can leave it on my desk and I’ll do the hike up to the cupboard. Seniors, the 
reason I asked in the GroupMe to like that message, so on May 1st at 11 a.m., Hayleigh and a 
few others have offered to take senior pictures for you, so that if you guys want to get some 
pictures, and that is for both undergraduate and graduate seniors, because both graduations are 
equally important. We want to showcase you guys and give you all a little spot light on SG 
social media in your cap and gowns. Also, if you haven’t already go look at our YouTube 
channel for the Mental Health Week Videos, because Kaitlyn worked really hard and so did 
many others but I’m not sure who they all were. The last M&C meeting is next Monday.  
Organization Relations Officer Akpan: The April 2nd SOAB meeting was canceled since 
there were not clubs petitioning.  For the last meeting of the year on April 16th, there are two 
clubs coming, Delta Sigma Delta and SIUE Programming and Research Collaboration. In the 



mean time I’m going to just be keep communicating with other student leaders about starting 
organizations in this final week. And working on my transition packet.   
Student Diversity Officer McKenzie: Working with Melinda and the Student Leadership 
Council about bringing a Diversity speaker later in April. Jeff Dess from Trill or Not Trill, I’m 
working on the advertising for that. I’m still collecting stories for the tunnel of oppression, 
Smashing the stigma, stories from students about a time that they have experienced stigmatism 
or discrimination based on a marginalized identity. I still need to start the transition packet, but 
I will get it to the next Diversity officer by the next meeting. And congratulations to everyone 
that got elected in for this upcoming year.  
Election Commissioner Brimm: In addition to adding the changes to the election manual 
from the grievances, I have been updating them this year as we did hear a lot of concerns, I 
know it was stressful. I am working on the transition packet.  
 

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Dr. Waple – I apologize I should have gone during Open Forum but my mother was texting 
me and was needing me at that time. I have some good news, if you haven’t heard yet we are 
having an on-campus student vaccination clinic on April 21st, it is the Johnson & Johnson, 1 
shot dose vaccine, there will be information coming out to students, Raine Greenwalt is on 
that. However, if you would please spread that news, out on social media and other places I 
would greatly appreciate it, we are going to have enough doses to cover all of our students. 
And we will have times to make sure we can go from the morning into the evening. Raine and 
her team will be having that and I think it will be in the Student Fitness Center. That was the 
work of all the Chancellors and Presidents in the state system working within IDPH, so that is 
happening at all the Illinois state institutions before school ends. Some more good news, the 
CDC last week released some new guidelines for travel, this impact both faculty/staff and 
student travel. So, the good news is that students will be able to travel next fall. We are 
working on how to make that happen, and still follow safety guidelines. And club sports will 
be able to play next Fall as well. Student Affairs is busy planning a more engaging, enriching 
and invigorating student experience in the Fall. SIUE experience is planning on being on 
ground and in person, springboard is in person, our homecoming committee has started making 
plans, we will have welcome week – as long as health remains good in the region in the state. 
We are excited about all that, and we are going to keep moving. Congratulations to all those 
that have been elected, looking forward to working with the new group in the new year.  
Senator Perry asked Dr. Waple: “In regards to commencements do you see us being allowed to 
have more than to people?” Dr. Waple answered, “No, so there’s a reason for that, we are still 
in phase 4 and not at the bridge. This is why, if we have to move in doors we are really limited 
to how many we can have indoors. We have to go with two – if there are special circumstances 
you will have to email Marketing and Communication. There are only 3 institutions in Illinois 
that are having in person commencements. There is a virtual version if you want to attend 
virtually. We are having 16 ceremonies over a 4-day period to get everyone in. Senator Aslin 
asked, “If I’m not attending graduation can I give my two guests to someone else?” Dr. Waple 
answered, “No you may not, we have to contact trace, those two guests with that graduate, I 
believe it is a registration system with the graduate and their two guests for tracking purposes.”  
External Affairs Officer Kyle asked, “When will the registration for our guests come out, when 
will we submit those?” Dr. Waple answered, “Let me check for sure.”  
 



Senator Aslin: Moving on with announcements, welcome back to Leadership programs,  
couple things happening right now: Catalyst session on April 24th, 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., in 
person in the MUC. Deadline to register is April 16th, dropping a link in the chat. Next, we 
have the Kimmel awards that is the last week of April – all virtual – Miriam and KJH made 
some great videos for the announcements. The Monday May 3rd after the awards week – all 
people nominated and winning to stop in and get your goodies. Senator Sheahan asked, “As far 
as RSVP’ing goes is that so you know we can pick up?” Senator Aslin answered, “It is so we 
know how you want your name on the awards, how to pronounce your name and how we can 
tag you on social media if you are wanting that done.” 
 
Dr. Waple came back with some more information about commencements. “You have to 
register for the commencements that you are attending and then you will be sent two tickets.” 
Trustee Graham added, “I just checked the website and registration closed on April 9th” 
 
Student Diversity Officer McKenzie, “CSDI is hosting a “Black, brown, bruised: How 
racialized STEM education stifles innovation” on Friday April 16 – 2 pm – sponsored by 
Center for STEM research, and will be covering racialized experiences and racial stereotypes 
that adversely affect the education and career trajectories of marginalized individuals and 
groups. The link is on CSDI Facebook page.  
 
Internal Affairs Officer Lutz: FSL awards are this upcoming Sunday, just a reminder for all of 
our FSL members.  
  
Senator Gilles: So, my announcement is that in Delta Tau Delta we had our officer elections 
last week and I’m happy to announce that I was elected President, so I look forward to being in 
the IFC and helping out with leadership in Greek life and on campus next year.  
 
Senator Sheahan: So, just to go off of the FSL thing, I know we have a lot of FSL members 
here, they do have Green Dot training sign ups right now for people in FSL community, I know 
that is something a lot of SG members have been wanting for quite a while now.  
 
Senator Perry: Dr. Waple back to commencement, last question, “Do you foresee them 
reopening the commencement registration? I only asked because I know that several of my 
cohorts missed registration because I told them about it on Sunday which was already past the 
deadline.” Dr. Waple answered, “I will ask.” Senator Childerson asked, “Follow up to Senator 
Perry’s follow up, when you say they will send us the tickets, do you mean hard copy or digital 
copy?” Dr. Waple answered, “Hard copy tickets.” Marketing and Communication Ballard, “I 
have a follow up to that follow up on that follow up, when I registered for graduation and there 
is now something in the RSVP email that needs correction, who do I contact to make that 
correction?” Dr. Waple answered, “Marketing and Communication, you could probably go to 
the website and they’ll tell you who.”  External Affairs Officer Kyle asked, “With COVID 
tracing, I’m only concerned with how it will work if we are getting physical tickets, will the 
tracing be done beforehand, like will my guests have to pre-register online before or will this 
all happen the day of at the door?” Dr. Waple answered, “There is a commencement website 
and I would go to the commencement website and get that information.”  
 



VP Akpan added, “I will reach out to someone on the committee to possibly come to our April 
26th meeting to speak about how it is all going to work.” 
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENTS 
Senator Aslin moved to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 7:04 p.m. 



MINUTES OF THE STUDENT SENATE 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY EDWARDSVILLE 

Via Zoom and YouTube Livestream 
Monday, April 26, 2021 – 6 p.m. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Student Senate of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville convened on April 26, 2021, 
via zoom and Livestream on YouTube. Vice President Akpan called the meeting to order at 
6:02 p.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present:  
 Vice President Akpan, Senator Aslin, Senator Burnett, Senator Childerson, Senator Goren, 
Senator Shiau, Senator Beck, Senator Morkin (T 6:10), Senator Ho, Senator Obert, Senator 
O’Dell, Senator Pruitt, Senator Randolph, Senator Schurman, Senator Sheahan, Senator 
Wensing, Senator Jackson, Senator Perry, Senator Gilles, Senator LeQuatte and Senator Wheeler 
Members Absent: Senator Hawkins, Senator Lewis,  
Quorum was established with 20 voting members present. 
Others Present:  
President Walters, Student Trustee Graham, Financial Officer Dreppard, Internal Affairs Officer 
Lutz, External Affairs Officer Kyle, Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard, 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan, Student Diversity Officer McKenzie, Election 
Commissioner Brimm, Advisor Laux, Office Support Specialist Ermer, Vice Chancellor Student 
Affairs Waple, Associate Vice Chancellor Student Affairs Roccia, Fiscal Officer Hendricks, 
Guest Speakers Provost Cobb and Dr. Ibroscheva. 
 

III. GUEST SPEAKER 
1.  Class structure for Summer/Fall 2021 (in-person/virtual) 

  Provost Cobb: Thank you for inviting us and for the opportunity to speak with 
you. We are excited for the 2021 plan, there is a lot of thoughtful, careful consideration that went 
into the plan, and we hope that will become clear as we walk through the plan. Just to set the 
stage a little bit; as you may know we had an Academic Task Force, made up of members from 
both Academic and Student Affairs divisions, as well as working with students. We are working 
with IDPH/IBHE guidance and ACTF recommendations. One of the most significant things that 
MIGHT change is the 6 feet of distance, now that is a might. Many more opportunities for the 
fall both in the curriculum, co-curricular and extra-curricular arenas. One of the things that is 
affecting how we can schedule things is the 6 feet of distance in a classroom. It is important to us 
that you have a schedule that you can see before you leave for the summer, so that was a priority 
that came out of the group. We really wanted a student-centered plan that allowed for flexibility 
while still allowing for stability/predictability. The feedback that we received was, ‘please don’t 
change everything at the last minute again’. We wanted to preserve high impact practices that we 
think matter the most to us, and are important to the students. I think we are a learning 
organization and there are lessons from the adjustments during the pandemic that we should hold 
onto, that we will be a different University going forward. We will still hold onto the values that 
we hold in high esteem, and that we think are critical to SIUE, but we have learned some things 
and we should carry those forward to the benefit to our students and to our mission. I do want to 



remind you, I hear occasionally from people “we are returning to 100 % on-ground”, even before 
the pandemic we had a strong on-line program, which is are programs that we are strategically 
growing for degree completion options for the 400,000 plus adults in the MSA with some college 
and no degree. It is clear that the on-line format is challenging for some students, there are some 
great things with the on-line format but also challenges. There are areas to do more to help 
students, the study space issue is important to students. As well as advising and tutoring, all of 
those remain important. And you see the other kinds of things, there are many ways in which 
students want the university to help them to be successful. So, we are adding some things that we 
think are important, we have added advising opportunities, we are finalizing the hiring of three 
new student success coaches, so these are a little different than advisors, they are there 
particularly to help with students in on-line courses, so that they have someone to reach out to for 
triage support. Extended our Cougar Connectors Program, a student lead program. We have 
added transcription services, so that all of our courses are accessible for students that need 
captioning options. We will continue to use some of the smaller classrooms as study or quiet 
space. The library continues to evolve during this time. Added teacher support where students 
were struggling. Of the core sections scheduled for Fall 2021, 60 % of those are on-ground in 
some capacity.  Based on the ACTF 2.0 recommendations, we targeted specific courses, 
particularly for freshman and sophomores, particularly in critical general education courses and 
other courses critical to students’ progression. We have added a checklist for faculty, to make 
sure the on-line course has the elements that are needed. This is also on blackboard for students 
to use as a tool to make sure they have they have all the information they need to successful in 
the courses. We did a survey of traditional students, with 20,000 responses about what they are 
interested in regard to on-ground, flexibility and stability. Across levels of undergraduates, 
demonstrate that students are interested in on-ground primarily but with strategic online and 
hybrid courses for flexibility. Given these results we will be offering a blend of course modalities 
utilizing the optimistic scenario of the ACTF and student feedback regarding their preferred 
distribution of course modalities. We have leveraged existing University space for instruction 
and will be building new classrooms in the swing space in Science East. Preferred Modality by 
course type: Preferred on-ground: Education/Teaching courses; Applied Health Courses; 
Business Courses; Speech Courses; Design & Studio Courses; Math/Science/Engineering 
Courses – Preferred on-line: Social Science Courses; Reading/Writing Courses; 
English/Literature Courses – this is what helps me in my work to know what courses to address 
for on-ground spaces. We are working closely with advisors, deans, chairs and scheduling team 
to track enrollment patterns. We are adding Wait-Lists to all courses, and we will use those data 
to adjust the schedule as we can. In fact, when we have online and on-ground options for the 
same course, we are most often seeing the online sections fill first. When students have a choice 
between online and traditional for the same course, online enrollment in higher in 47 courses, 
traditional is in 15 courses and enrollment is evenly split in 4 courses. In summary, we excited 
about Fall 2021. We believe it offers a return to many opportunities that are important to student 
learning and engagement – hallmarks of an SIUE education. It is also a transition. We have 
become nimbler in our academic programs and processes; more flexible in scheduling, more 
responsive to student feedback through structured mid-semester feedback and surveys about the 
future; quicker in terms of adjusting to student and faculty needs and optimization. We have 
planned with 6 ft of distance in mind, given the IDPH has not yet changed its guidance, and we 
have additional plans to strategically adjust should guidance alter. We are, however, committed 
to ensuring that we avoid significant disruption of students’ schedule since stability was one goal 



of the ACTF optimistic scenario. We have done so while ensuring the student-centeredness, 
safety, quality and stability. There were no questions for Provost Cobb. 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the April 12, 2021 meeting were approved by roll call vote. 
 

V. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
None 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
       None 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
1. Funding Requests 

a. Industry Pharmacist Organization $600 
IPhO Annual Student Conference September 2021 
 
Financial Officer Dreppard spoke about this request and stated that 
it was heard at the last Finance Board meeting and was approved to 
bring to Senate. Senator Aslin moved to approve this funding 
request, seconded by Senator Obert. They funding request was 
approved by roll call vote. 
 
 

b. Annual Allocations 
There are 9 organizations that have SG members in executive 
positions – these will be voted on separately.  
 
B1. Annual allocations without SG members in executive 
positions – 38 organizations requesting $200 in annual allocations 
for FY 22.  
Senator Aslin moved to approve these 39 organizations, seconded 
by Senator Beck. These organizations were approved for Annual 
Allocations by roll call vote.  

  B2. Sigma Phi Epsilon – annual allocations 
    Senator Aslin moved to approve Sigma Phi Epsilon for annual   
    allocations, seconded by Randolph. This organization was approved for  
    Annual Allocations by roll call vote.  

  B3. Phi Kappa Phi– annual allocations 
    Senator Aslin moved to approve Phi Kappa Phi for annual   
    allocations, seconded by Randolph. This organization was approved for  
    Annual Allocations by roll call vote.  

  B4. Phi Eta Sigma– annual allocations 
    Senator Aslin moved to approve Phi Eta Sigma for annual   
    allocations, seconded by Randolph. This organization was approved for  
    Annual Allocations by roll call vote.  

  B5. Speech and Debate Team – annual allocations 



    Senator Burnett moved to approve Speech and Debate Team for annual  
    allocations, seconded by Beck. This organization was approved   
    for Annual Allocations by roll call vote. 

  B6.  New Horizons– annual allocations 
    Senator Wheeler moved to approve New Horizons for annual   
    allocations, seconded by Beck. This organization was approved for  
    Annual Allocations by roll call vote. 

  B7.  Industry Pharmacy Organization– annual allocations 
    Senator Burnett moved to approve Industry Pharmacy Organization for  
    annual allocations, seconded by Beck. This organization was approved  
    for Annual Allocations by roll call vote. 

  B8.  Student for Reproductive Rights & Support the Girls–  
  annual allocations. 

    Senator Beck moved to approve Student for Reproductive Rights &  
    Support the Girls for annual allocations, seconded by Perry. These  
    organization was approved for Annual Allocations by roll call vote. 
 

2. New Organization Requests 
 

a. SIUE Programming and Research Collaboration (SPARC) 
The purpose of SPARC is to create leaders who have the skills, 
ability, and want to utilize technology to enact positive change 
 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan spoke about this request and 
stated that they were at the last SOAB meeting and were approved to 
bring to the Senate meeting. Senator Aslin moved to approve this 
organization request, seconded by Senator Randolph.  This request 
was approved by a roll call vote.  
 

b. Delta Sigma Delta 
The objective of the Council was to develop a closer relationship 
between the member fraternities, in order that they could work 
together for the same common purposes, yet be independent of each 
other. 
 
Organization Relations Officer Akpan spoke about this request and 
stated that they were at the last SOAB meeting and were approved to 
bring to the Senate meeting. Senator Aslin moved to approve this 
organization request, seconded by Senator Beck.  This request was 
approved by a roll call vote.  
 

3. Executive Appointments for 2021-2022 – President-elect O’Dell 

External Affairs Officer: Mackenzie Randolph -I selected this position because of 
her experience and dedication to SG. She has served on the External committee for 
two years now and I am confidant that she has what it takes to take on this role, and 
knowing some of her goals, I think you all will be impressed.  



Financial Officer: Ricky Beck-I have appointed Ricky, he is an accounting and 
finance major and hopes to earn his CPA after graduating. This is something he is 
really passionate about and has experience in finance from being on the Finance 
Board and from being the finance office for Sigma Phi Epsilon this past year.  

Internal Affairs Officer: Rahmat Salau- has served on some committees this past 
semester and wanted to play a bigger part in SG. She expressed that she really 
enjoys helping others find leadership positions, she has great interpersonal skills, 
and I believe that will help her be the glue that holds SG together. 

Organization Relations Officer: Skylar Moorman- He is very involved in his 
fraternity, and had great recommendations from his brothers that had served on the 
executive board with him for the last two years for Sigma Phi Epsilon. He is a great 
leader and a really hard worker. I believe he will exceed the expectations for this 
role.  

Student Diversity Officer: Julia Goren-Julia is full of passion for all things diverse, 
we have similar goals for what this position should look like this next year. I have 
seen her passion through her Presidency with New Horizons and through working 
with her in some of the classes we had together. She has excellent networking skills, 
and is coming into this position with many resources and a lot of knowledge about 
diversity and I know that she will listen to the students in minority groups and will 
work to make students or all minorities to feel welcome and safe on SIUE campus.  

We don’t have the Marketing and Communications officer position filled yet.  

Senator Aslin moved to approve the appointments for Executive Board, seconded by 
Senator Obert. The appointments were passed by roll call vote.  

4. Legislative Appointments for 2021-2022 – Vice President-elect Pruitt 

Graduate Senator: Molly Lambert-She has a very impressive resume and is very 
involved and I feel she will do well as Graduate Senator. 

Senator Dental Medicine: Marisa Blickhan  These both are very excited to  
              Beau Byers  be Senators for the Dental  
       School since we don’t normally  
       have senators for Dental. 
                  

Senator Ed., Health & Human Behavior: Kaia Ford-She had applied for SG before 
and is very passionate and I think that passion will carry over very well as Senator. 

Senator Nursing: Brianna Abrego-She seemed very passionate and I appreciate 
everything that she has done and think she will do great things as Senator. 

Senator Pharmacy: Brooke Dummerth – is very involved and has a impressive 
resume for Pharmacy.  

 Senator Perry moved to approve the senator appointments, seconded by 
 Senator Wheeler.  



VIII. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS/PERSONNEL APPOINMENTS 
1.        Executive Board Members 2021-2022 

Vice Chancellor Waple swore in the new Executive board members: 

President: Hailee O’Dell 

Vice President: Isabella Pruitt 

Student Trustee: Maddie Walters 

External Affairs Officer: Mackenzie Randolph 

Financial Officer: Ricky Beck 

Internal Affairs Officer: Rahmat Salau 

Organization Relations Officer: Skylar Moorman 

Student Diversity Officer: Julia Goren 

2.  Legislative Board Members 2021-2022 

Vice Chancellor Waple swore in the new Legislative board members: 

Graduate Senators: Shawn Gilles 

                                Molly Lambert 

Senator at Large: Jessica Duplantis 

                            Kylie Jackson 

                            Hannah Sheahan           

Business Senator: Taylor Cason 

                              Mickenzie Bass 

CAS: People & Culture: Natalie Hogle 

CAS: Science & Math: Nicole Burbach 

Dental Medicine: Marisa Blickhan 

                             Beau Byers 

Ed., Health and HB Senator: Kaia Ford  

                                               Nicole Obert 

Engineering Senators: Amina Sehic 



Nursing Senator: Brianna Abrego 

                            Alexia Burnett                          

Pharmacy Senator: Brooke Dummerth 

                                  Brittany Holshauser 
 

IX. OPEN FORUM 
None 
 

X. SENATE REPORTS 
Senator Aslin: Nothing to Graduate Council; at UPBC, Chancellor Pembrook stated that he 
would take to the Board of Trustee’s that we would approve student fees if there was not co-
pay added to student’s counseling/health service visits on campus. System President Mahoney 
attended UPBC and the question was brought up about equal funding between SIUE and SIUC, 
and he replied, that is more of a state funding issue than a SIU system issue and thus we should 
not expect that to change until the state decides to give higher education more funding, I am a 
little confused to that answer. Finally, there was discussion about reviews of the vice 
chancellor, I advocated that there needs to be a change to the system where VC are evaluated 
on a every other year basis rather than the current every three years model, so that Graduate 
students have a chance to review all the VCs. 
Senator Beck: We finally had the financial seminar, about 10 participants, gave us some good 
feedback for the next year. Had a good time working with you all and can’t wait to work with 
you some more.   
Senator Burnett: Don’t have much to report on – excited to continue on for another year as a 
Senator and look forward to see what we all accomplish.  
Senator Childerson: Piggy backing on Senator Aslin about the UPBC – President Mahoney 
was able to speak about the budget system wide. Congrats to Senator Beck on our How to 
retire a millionaire – good job on that. Good luck to next years Senate and good luck to 
everyone on finals.  
Senator Gilles: Thank you everyone for a great month, I don’t have much to add to my written 
report. Hoping to get more student involvement in the Engineering clubs and organziations. 
Thank you all – you are all awesome.  
Senator Goren: I attended the last Curriculum council meeting for the semester, there was a 
program review for the philosophy department, and they reorganized the faculty senate for the 
next academic year.  I attended the last RHA meeting of the semester, they are trying to plan 
one last event for housing residents, pending the event safety plan. And I just wanted to say I 
enjoyed serving as Senator for CAS people & culture, I really enjoyed connecting with all of 
you this year.  Congrats to those of you who are graduating and thank you for your hard work 
this past year and good luck on your finals.   
Senator Ho: The majority of the students, faculty and staff at the dental school are fully 
vaccinated and because of this the capacity of the clinic as well as the pre-clinic lab has 
increased over 50 % with the hope of opening for full capacity in the summer semester. The 
students are continuing communication with the admin to further open facilities and equipment 
for use by the students in the near future.  



Senator LeQuatte: I attended the last SOAB meeting on Friday the 16th, other than that I 
don’t have much to report. Thank you all for making me feel welcome on Student Government.  
Senator Morkin: To add onto what Senator Ho was saying the school is letting professors 
decide if they are wanting to do in person classes, some are in person some are on line all 
depending on the professor.  
Senator Obert: At the Curriculum Council meeting we learned that after Fall 2021 that 
enrollment is down by 5%. Good luck to everyone on their finals, and I can’t wait to work with 
everyone next year on student government. 
Senator O’Dell: Since the last time we met, I have been interviewing people for the executive 
board positions and making those decisions over the last two weeks. Congratulations to 
everybody that is coming to SG next year. And congratulations to all the seniors that are 
graduating. See you all next year.  
Senator Perry: Thank you to Internal Affairs Officer Lutz for a great good-bye ceremony. 
Wish you all were there to see your great Dundees (superlatives). It’s been a great year and 
good luck in the future to all of you.  
Senator Pruitt: Like Hailee I too was doing interviews the past two weeks for the open 
Senator positions. I am very excited for this upcoming year and can’t wait to see what 
everyone does and I have been very happy to be a part of SG this past year, you guys have 
been great and I’m just excited to see where we go.  
Senator Randolph: To update my virtual trivia night that is this Wednesday, had to do a slight 
change to the prizes we are giving out, but Robin helped me with that and we went to the 
cougar store and bought a few things and added some SG swag to make up some nice give 
away bags. Had a General Education Meeting, it went well. Did not have an external affairs 
meeting since last senate, but so proud of what Kaitlyn has done this year and looking forward 
to following in her footsteps.  Congrats to all the new senators and executive board members. 
Senator Schurman: Attended a marketing & communication meeting, we had a mental health 
check in at that meeting. The ICAC meeting is this Friday. Congrats to my little Taylor Cason, 
for being the new senator for the school of business.  
Senator Sheahan: All that I have is that I will be presenting at the faculty staff senate meeting 
this week, talking about our syllabus accessibility initiatives and the concerns with the 
Respondus Lockdown Browser. I had an end of semester survey that I sent out that I am 
hoping to share with my new senators at large to help us gauge what the students want within 
our first few weeks. Have a great summer guys.  
Senator Shiau: To highlight a few things at the school of pharmacy, a lot of our organizations 
have been doing elections for new board members, I am very excited to see what each 
organization is going to be doing for this next year and I’d also like to congratulate all the new 
senators and the executive board members for SG next year.  
Senator Wheeler: Attended the SOAB meeting on Friday and we approved those organization 
today. I am on the committee for the Dean search for the school of nursing, and that is going 
well. I have an ICAC meeting this coming Friday. Congrats to everyone and good luck on 
finals.  
Senator Wensing: Senator Shiau and I held our virtual Spring check in a couple of weeks ago, 
it was quite a successful turn out once again, we were able to gather concerns and questions 
from students, some of these were mainly about p4, if we could look into a p4 counselor and 
looking into a new exam system. Have a great summer.  
 



XI. EXECUTIVE REPORTS 
President Walters: Earth day happening tomorrow, 10 -1 on the quad for free wildflower 
seeds. Tell your friends. We are still missing some transition packets. Thank you all for a 
wonderful year. Looking forward to next year. Congrats to you all.  
Vice President Akpan: Apologize if I mispronounced your name while announcing 
appointments. Congratulations to those who are serving new positions, I have no doubt that 
you all will do amazing at your positions and can’t wait to see what happens. Lastly, good luck 
to those who are graduating, whether you are doing more school, working, taking time off, 
whatever it may be – good luck in your post graduate endeavors.  
Trustee Graham: Highlight the next board meeting is Thursday, I will be posting a link in 
Teams shortly. I wanted to give a shout out to Senate and Exec for doing a great job this year 
of transitioning to a more on-line format. It has definitely been very different than what my 
first couple years in student government was and I think you guys have done a great job 
adapting. Besides that, I also want to give a shout out to Dr. Waple, Miriam, Kelly Jo, Sarah, 
Robin and all of our support staff – Thank You for everything you do for SG and for students, 
most of it goes unacknowledged, I’m sure that’s how it feels, but I am grateful for all you have 
done for me these past years and for all you do for SG.  
Financial Officer Deppard: We had FB on April 15 and had the one request that we approved 
tonight. We were able to go through the entire funding manual, which with the fewer funding 
request this year it gave us the opportunity to do that. Wrapping up some program evaluations 
and meetings that I need to have this week. Thank you everyone for a great year and good luck 
with whatever your futures might hold, whether that’s another year on student government or 
graduation.  
Internal Affairs Officer Lutz: Sad that this is my last Senate meeting, thank you all for 
attending the end of year events. Thank you for coming out to the various bonding events this 
past year. So Kimmel awards are happening this week, I’m sure Brigid is going to talk about 
this during announcements – we won honorable mention for program of the year – for Voter 
engagement with Every Vote Counts. I emailed all of the Senators and Executive Board a 
committee survey – so if you can please fill that our by Wednesday or Thursday so that I can 
get all that information to the new IAO – that would be great. Jackets are not in yet, I will let 
you know when they are in – hopefully before next week so that you can pick them up – if not 
we will figure something out. A big thank you for letting me be your IAO, if you all ever need 
anything I will still be here until December so just let me know. 
External Affairs Officer Kyle: Thank you all for so much for trusting me in this position for 
the last year and half. It has been a growing experience for me and I have enjoyed being in SG 
and showing my passion. Thank you to my great committee – you are great. This week I will 
just be cleaning up my desk area and getting things ready for Mackenzie.  
Marketing and Communications Officer Ballard: If you are able to and you are graduating 
this spring please come out to get your graduation pictures taken on May 1 at 11 a.m. at the 
gardens. IAO Lutz will be taking pictures. All of this years executive members, please stay 
after so we can get a photo – since this is the only way to get a picture of us all together. Thank 
you all for trusting me with your social media for the year.  
Organization Relations Officer Akpan: Final SOAB was April 16, there were two 
organizations which were approved tonight. My transition packet is turned in, thank you all for 
the past year, and good luck to the new SG members on this year ahead.  



Student Diversity Officer McKenzie: Thank you for these past two years, SG has given me 
so many opportunities on campus being able to connect with different people. I have grown a 
lot as a person, I came into SG extremely introverted, I still am a little but I feel like I’ve 
grown a lot and I just want to thank everyone so much for electing me into this position. Good 
luck to the new officers next year.   
Election Commissioner Brimm: I have been working on the changes to the election manual, 
the manual is in teams with the changes if you want to check those out. Also, been working 
with President Walters on a campaign spending limit. It has been a pleasure to serve as election 
commissioner, thank you for trusting me with the role. Good luck on finals and congratulations 
to everyone coming on SG next year.  
 

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Senator Aslin: It is Kimmel awards week – Sg won an honorable mention today. Around 10 
a.m. what is being announced daily on Kimmel Instagram – at 4 p.m. the announcement 
happens.  
IAO Lutz: I put a document on teams in the general chat that announces who was nominated 
for what out of SG for the Kimmel awards.  
Fiscal Officer Hendricks: Tomorrow is the Finals Snack Box pick up day, 11 – 1. So if you 
have not sign up yet go into get involved and sign up for a time to pick up a box. CAB has a 
couple of events happening tomorrow as well – tye dye take and make and out on the Quad is 
an ice cream truck – it is a Springfest event that couldn’t happen next week do to weather. 
Huge Thanks to Hayleigh and to Maddy Mckenzie to serve on our search committee for 
Vickie’s position. It has been a one of a kind year and you all have risen to the task, you all 
have done an amazing job. Thank you so much.  
Senator Perry: Student leadership council and SG is hosting Trill or not Trill at noon. And 
Good Luck to all.  
Senator Aslin: On May 3rd we are hosting a pick-up event for anyone who won, or nominated 
for with anything awards wise from the Kimmel.  
Dr. Waple: It has been a challenging year and at each meeting I see so much accomplished, 
you all have left a legacy from your work this year. Just an announcement about a few things 
happening this week: On Wednesday if you are graduating, Always a Cougar is happening at 
the LoveJoy Library. If you are currently on UPBC, please attend this Friday’s meeting the 
Chancellor will be presenting how the CARES dollars will be distributed to the campus 
departments that were impacted by COVID. Graduations start this Saturday with School of 
Pharmacy and continues next week Th, F, Sat, & Sun. Today was our 6th annual SA awards 
ceremony – special shout out to Senator Perry for winning the GA award. Congrats to all that 
were nominated. Looking forward to working with all out the new SG in the Fall. 
Fiscal Officer Hendricks: I do want to share one final thought, I keep seeing all you outgoing 
SG members that you are retiring, this is also the last meeting for Sarah as our SG advisor – we 
wanted to make sure to give a big shout out to what she has done for SG the last few years. She 
has been a rock star. She is still here until May 7th – she is the glue that holds things together. 
Kudos Sarah for all that you do.  

XIII. ADJOURNMENTS 
Senator Gilles moved to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 7:26 p.m. 
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