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Study Group 
• 2003 IL high school graduating class cohort 

– Includes 115,677 public high school students 
• Took the ACT in spring of 2002 
• Graduated high school in spring of 2003 

• Enrolled FT or PT in community college or 
another 2-year institution in the fall of 2003  

    (n = 26,513) 

• Study period-fall of 2003 to spring of 2010 
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Sources of Data 
• ACT-Prairie State Achievement Examination 

and the Student Interest Profiler 

• National Student Clearinghouse-covers 92% 
of all postsecondary enrollment 

• Illinois High School Report Card-institutional 
characteristics of the high schools 

• IPEDS and IBHE-sector of the postsecondary 
institutions 
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Methods 
• Hybrid approach: pipeline and college cohort 

• Descriptive statistics (SPSS) 
– Cross tabulations 
– Comparisons of means 
– Custom tables 
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Rationale for Study 
• Current reporting requirements 

– No transfer student outcomes 
– No overlap 
– No controls for input (open enrollment) 

• Pre-college and environmental factors  
• Geography 
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ACT College Readiness Benchmarks 

Why these courses?  
• They are the first credit-bearing courses most 

commonly taken by freshman.  
What is a high probability of success? 

• 50 percent chance or better of earning a B or better; and 
• 75 percent chance or better of earning at least a C. 

http://www.act.org/research/policymakers/pdf/benchmarks.pdf  

Minimum ACT test scores required to have a high 
probability of success in credit-bearing courses 

Test College Course or Course Area ACT Score 
English English Composition 18 
Reading Social Sciences 21 
Mathematics College Algebra 22 
Science Biology 24 
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Research Questions 
1. How do community college entrants perform in terms of associate 

degree completion, certificate attainment, and vertical 
transferring to four-year institutions across different levels of 
college readiness?   

2. How does the association between college readiness and other 
factors relate to associate degree completion, certificate 
attainment, and vertical transferring to four-year institutions? 

3. How does the association between college readiness and other 
factors relate to the overlap between community college 
credential completion and vertical transferring to four-year 
institutions? 

7 



Overlapping Outcomes 
• Certificate 

• Associate degree 

• Vertical transfer to 
4-year institution 
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How do CC Entrants Differ from the 
Overall Cohort on the ACT? 

2003 Cohort CC Entrants 
Mean Standard 

Deviation 
Mean Standard 

Deviation 

Composite 19.96 5.25 18.69 4.01 

Math 20.05 5.47 18.61 4.15 

English 19.29 6.26 17.91 5.02 

Reading 20.07 6.17 18.79 5.22 

Science 19.92 5.13 18.94 4.14 



How do CC Entrants Differ in  
ACT Benchmarks? 

• More CC entrants met 0 – 2 benchmarks 
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• Fewer CC entrants met 3 – 4 benchmarks 
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How do CC Entrants perform in terms of the 
more specific benchmark patterns? 
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Community College Enrollment 
—Gender and Race 
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Community College Enrollment – Family Income, 
Financial Aid, and Work During College 



Community College Enrollment – Region 
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How does College Readiness Relate to 
CC Outcome Attainment? 

• 74.9% of those that met all benchmarks attained a CC 
outcome 

• 42.4% of those that did not meet any benchmarks attained a 
CC outcome 
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Community College Outcome Attainment 
by College Readiness Benchmark Pattern 



Outcomes by the Number of College 
Readiness Benchmarks Met 
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CC Outcomes by Gender and 
College Readiness 
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CC Outcomes by Race/Ethnicity and 
College Readiness 



CC Outcomes by Family Income  
and College Readiness 
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CC Outcomes by the Expectation  
for Financial Aid and College Readiness 



22 

CC Outcomes by the Expectation  
to Work during College and College Readiness 



CC Outcomes by Region and College Readiness 
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Illinois Regions and Post-Secondary  
Institutions by Sector 
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• Students from the Southeast 
Region had the highest vertical 
transfer rates. 

• Students from Chicago, had 
fairly high rates of vertical 
transfer but the lowest rates of 
transfer without degree. 



Highest Community College Degree, College 
Readiness, and Vertical Transfer Rates 
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Major Findings 
• Wide variation in outcome attainment across the 

college readiness categories. 
– Three or more 
– None 

• College readiness and pre-college and environmental 
factors 
– Gender gap 
– Expecting to receive vs. expecting to work 
– Family income 

• Vertical Transferring without an associate degree? 
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Policy Implications 
1. Community college as an integral part of the 

completion agenda 

2. Reverse articulation/credit when it’s due 
initiative 
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Future Research 
1. College readiness as it relates to bachelor’s 

degree completion for vertical transfer 
students 

2. Time to degree among vertical transfer 
students  

3. Interviewing vertical transfer students 
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Questions 
 elichte@siue.edu 
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