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FY2023 STEP Workshop Q&A 
 
1. What are eligible expenditures? 

 

• Costs may include personnel salaries (faculty/staff/GA/student workers), 
commodities/materials/supplies, contractual services, equipment, travel, 
telecommunications, and other costs (including human subjects 
incentives). For tips on preparing your budget, see pages 7-9 of the STEP 
Guidelines. If you have questions related to a specific cost, email 
siueresearch@siue.edu.   

 
2. Can STEP grants be collaborative (more than one Investigator), or else if not, 

can the PI ask for funds for faculty collaborators?     
 

• The STEP application form allows the PI to include one named 
collaborator/co-Investigator. 
 

3. Could you further clarify what you consider institutional research to be? 
 

• Research related to something occurring university-wide, for example, 
assessing the effectiveness of one instruction method over another. 
Institutional research is a broad category of work done at schools, 
colleges and universities to inform campus decision-making and planning 
in areas such as admissions, financial aid, curriculum assessment, 
enrollment management, staffing, student life, finance, facilities, athletics, 
and alumni relations. 

 
4. Can you also clarify this: “research staff members on continuing appointments”.  

Does that mean, like laboratory research staff? How about research faculty? Are 
they in this category or the full-time continuing members of faculty? 

 

• Research faculty are not considered continuing members of faculty. 
However, if they have served as a PI or Co-PI on an externally-sponsored, 
awarded grant proposal, then they are eligible to apply for the STEP 
program. 

 
5. Is the Baich money awarded on top of the budgeted amount? For ex. budget was 

$10k, but with Baich would be $11k total award? 
 

• Yes, the Baich award of $1,000 is in addition to your STEP award. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.siue.edu/funding/internal-funding/pdf/STEPGuidelines.pdf
https://www.siue.edu/funding/internal-funding/pdf/STEPGuidelines.pdf
mailto:siueresearch@siue.edu
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6. GA research personnel included don't have to submit an external grant, do they? 

only PI and Co-PI correct? 
 

• GAs do not have to submit an external grant, only the named PI and Co-PI 
(if applicable). 

 
7. Is there a standard hourly rate we should use for GA positions funded by STEP? 

 

• See page 6 of the Graduate Assistant Handbook for guidance regarding 
GA pay rates. 

• Undergraduate students should be $12/hour. 
 

8. Does the COVID research time internal grant count as previous funding? 
 

• No, this is not considered as previous funding as it relates to your 
STEP application. You do not have to include the COVID-19 Assigned 
Research Time internal grant in the required Previous Funding Form. 

 
9. Can we base anticipated external funding opportunities based on previous year's 

advertised solicitations even if the next year's solicitation hasn't been made 
available by the agency yet? 

 

• Yes, you may include these as part of the required External Funding 
Potential Form attachment. 

 
10. Is a powerful computer (such as a workstation) considered as equipment or office 

supply? 
 

• If a piece of equipment, including workstations, costs less than $5,000, 
you should include it in the Requested Commodities (Includes Equipment 
<$5K) line item in the Kuali Build form.  
 

• If the piece of equipment costs more than $5,000, include it in the 
Requested Equipment (>$5K) line item in the Kuali Build form. 

 
11. When will award notifications go out? 

 

• Award notifications will be sent out in April. 

https://www.siue.edu/graduate-students/pdf/GA%20Handbook.pdf

