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Seminar in Clinical Child Psychology: Psychopathology of Children & 

Families  

PSYC – 553 
 

Professor: Jeremy Jewell, PhD   Semester: Spring 2021  

Office: Alumni Hall, Room 0139   Course Time: Monday 12:00-2:50p 

e-mail: jejewel@siue.edu    Course Room: Alumni Hall 0401 

Phone: (618)650-3734 Office Hours: Weds 1:30 - 2:30 pm or by appt 

 

Course Description. This course reviews the diagnostic classification of psychopathology in both 

children and adults so that similarities and differences regarding diagnostic classification of children 

and adults can be highlighted. The latest edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual (American 

Psychiatric Association) will be a central focus for this course. This course also reviews evidence-based 

treatments (EBTs) identified for common issues. 

 

NASP Domains Addressed: 

1: Data-Based Decision Making & Accountability 

2: Consultation & Collaboration 

4: Interventions and Mental Health Services to Develop Social and Life Skills 

6: Preventive and Responsive Services 

7: Family-School Collaboration Services 

8: Diversity in Development & Learning 

 

Required Texts 

1. Diagnostic & Statistical Manual - Fifth Edition (2013) 

2. Child & Adolescent Psychotherapy (2017) Hupp 

3. Interviewing Children and Adolescents (2017) M & F 

4. NASP Best Practice Series (chapters assigned as necessary) BP  

 

Course Objectives 
By the completion of the course students will:  

 Develop a basic understanding of developmental processes involved in the behavioral, social, affective, and 

adaptive domains; b) the principles of behavior change within the behavioral, social, affective, and adaptive 

domains; c) how language, communication, and behavior affect socialization; d) the influence of child 

psychopathology on behavior; and e) understand biological, cultural, developmental, and social influences on 

behavior including the effects of medication in a variety of settings by being an active and engaged participant 

in discussions through analyzing and evaluating information presented within the textbook, external 

readings/resources, presentations, and class activities in the Case Study Reviews.  

 Understand and use the DSM-5, recognizing and articulating both the advantages and the limits of such a 

system by practicing diagnosing through the Case Study Investigations as well as role playing clinical 

interviews for the Interview Role Play.  

 Understand behavioral, mental health, collaborative, and other consultative approaches and their application 

to particular situations particularly methods to promote collaboration and partnerships between families and 

educators that improve outcomes for students through the Case Study Reviews, Interview Role Play, and 

Literature Review Paper. 

 Describe a fundamental psychological approach to the assessment of psychopathological conditions, with 

biosocial qualifications as needed through Case Study Investigations and Class Discussions. 
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 Describe evidenced based practices currently involved in treatment of children and adolescents manifesting 

the several forms of psychopathology discussed through Interview Role Play and Literature Review 

presentations. 

 Understand research design, relevant research findings, and research technology by reviewing current 

literature on evidenced based treatments pertinent to a given condition through the Literature Review Paper 

and Presentation. 

 

Assignments and Final Grades 

Assignment Total Points 

Case Study Reviews 30 

Mock Interview 100 

CSIs 10 

Literature Review 100 

Literature Review Presentation 50 

Participation 30 

Total 320 

 

 

  Final grades are as follows: 

  A = 296 – 320 points 

  B = 272 – 295 points 

  C = 248 – 271 points 

  D = 224 – 247 points 

  F = Below 224 points 

 

Participation - Thoughtful, critical analysis of course content is essential to your development as a 

clinician and school psychologist.  I want you to think deeply and critically about the ideas we will be 

addressing in this course and share them in class. 

26-30 points 

Strong idea generator 

and/or facilitator in class 

activities 

22-25 Points 

Actively contributes to 

activities and group 

dynamics 

18-21 Points 

Often passive in class 

activities but makes some 

contributions 

0-18 Points 

Often not engaged in 

activities and/or distracts 

from group process 

 

Reading/Case Study Reviews - In preparation for the class discussions, please document your reactions 

to the readings from the assigned article, DSM-5, BP Chapter or M & F book listed on the course 

schedule prior to each class session in a notebook. These entries can be brief (a paragraph) and can be 

handwritten. The goal is to get you thinking about the topic/DSM-5 criteria/case studies before class so 

that you will be prepared to participate in discussion. Please keep these reactions in a notebook that you 

bring to each class session. I will review them three times (randomly) during the term, so always bring 

them with you to class.  

 

Clinical Symptoms Investigations (CSI) - Two times during the semester (see schedule) you will be 

given case studies to diagnose for homework and the diagnostic write ups will be graded according to 

the rubric below. Within your diagnostic paragraph(s), include a brief rationale for the diagnosis you 

assigned. As part of the rationale include a list of the symptoms you positively endorsed for the 
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diagnosis you gave. You should also explain why you didn’t give a diagnosis if you were considering it. 

It is possible that a case may have more than one diagnosis. It is also possible that a case may not need 

to be diagnosed with anything. You will be graded on accuracy of diagnosis (and your rationale can be 

used to argue any grey areas). All CSIs will be due by email to me at the beginning of class.  

You may not work with or consult with anyone else regarding this assignment.   

 

 

 
RUBRIC  

Excellent 

(Scale 4-5) 

Includes introductory sentence, excellent discussion of symptomology and evidence of symptoms 

provided through documentation of assessment results, interview, or self-report; including discussion of 

diagnoses considered but not assigned; concluding statement, diagnostic label and correct code; shows 

strong critical thinking; well written and organized; no or very few grammatical or spelling errors. 

Good/Acceptable  

(Scale 3-2) 

Includes introductory sentence, discussion of symptomology but lacks evidence of symptoms provided 

through documentation of assessment results, interview, or self-report; or lacks discussion of diagnoses 

considered but not assigned; or lacks concluding statement, or incorrect diagnostic label or incorrect 

code; shows some elements of critical thinking, however not great depth; clearly written and organized 

with few grammatical or spelling errors. 

Poor  

(Scale 0-1) 

Does not include all components (i.e. intro, conclusion sentences), symptomology discussion is limited, 

incorrect diagnostic label or code; Shows little to no critical thinking or analysis; readable, but 

grammatical, spelling, or organizational problems detract from quality of the paper 

 

Mock Interview Role Play - During one week in the semester you will present a case study for class 

discussion. You will be assigned a partner and each person will take turns playing the parent of the 

client and the clinician. Each of you will both be assigned a mental health disorder for the mock 

interview role play (For example, someone assigned Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder). You will 

be required to study the symptoms of your assigned “case” to share during an intake interview. You will 

NOT share your assigned disorder with your partner (For example, you do not tell them you are a 

parent with a child experiencing ADHD, but you discuss various symptoms and signs related your 

assigned case during the interview).  The objective of the assignment is to 1) learn more about the 

symptoms related to your “child’s” disorder and 2) better develop interviewing skills. You will use an 

Intake Interview form provided to you and interview each other outside of class.  

 

Once you have completed the interview, you will talk with the class in a conversational tone for about 

10-15 minutes. The presentation format will be similar to group supervision where you are sharing the 

information with your peers, be sure to include the following areas: 

1. Age, gender, grade, family structure, brief family history  

2. Summary of Interview 

3. Your case formulation (1 paragraph) and at least 2 – 3 primary diagnoses to consider based on 

information gained from interview 

4. Brief review of 1 good research study (1 paragraph), which helped guide your recommendations 

for an evidenced-based treatment. Choose well-designed study in which they examined a type of 

treatment for the diagnosis you considered. 

5. Discuss at least 3 or more specific recommendations based on the interview 

 

In a folder, turn in your report (written in the style of a psychological report an example will be 

given to you), the interview form, and the article the day of your presentation.   

 
RUBRIC  

Excellent 

(Scale 95-100) 

Great analysis of interview; Includes all 5 areas of content in report; Shows strong critical thinking; 

well written and organized; no or very few grammatical or spelling errors 
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Good/Acceptable  

(Scale  80-94) 

Good or some analysis of interview; Includes 4 areas of content in report; Shows some elements of 

critical thinking, however not to great depth; clearly written and organized with few grammatical or 

spelling errors 

Poor  

(Scale 79-0) 

Exclusive focus on description of content covered in the interview in report; Includes 3 or less areas 

of content; Shows little to no critical thinking, analysis or reflection; readable, but grammatical, 

spelling, or organizational problems detract from quality of the handout 

 

In-Depth Literature Review - You will write a literature review on a specific disorder/problem and a 

specific related treatment (e.g., ODD and time-out).  Look at a few published literature reviews to get an 

idea of what they look like and cover. Consider the following guidelines: 

 You must propose three completely different topics to me by the second day of class (e.g., they 

must be for 3 different disorders and 3 different treatments). I will then choose which of the 

three topics you will do. When choosing topics, search to see if the exact review has already been 

published in the last three years or so.  If it’s already been published during these years, choose a 

new topic or add a significant twist. Make sure to choose a topic which has several research articles 

already published. 

 The review should be at least 10 pages (which includes title page, abstract, references, and table). 

Use APA format, double-spacing, 1-inch margin, Times New Roman 12pt font. As you write about 

research studies, you should be critical of each study in your writing. 

 More formal guidelines for the paper will be provided in class and a rubric will be provided on 

blackboard. You will be graded on: a) adherence to the above guidelines; b) thoroughness of 

coverage and originality; c) APA Style, d) grammar, spelling, and punctuation; & e) completing all 

components of the assignment on time. You will turn in a hard copy to class the day it is due. 

 

Presentation of Literature Review - You will present your review on the “student presentation” days. 

Presentations will be done in a symposium format.  Thus, be prepared to speak about your review for 15 

minutes.  There will also be allowed 5 minutes for questions immediately following your presentation. A 

rubric will be provided on blackboard. A few guidelines for your presentation: 

 You must use PowerPoint to present the material, you may have no more than 10 slides, and you 

must pass out the PowerPoint notes (or some type of similar handout) to the class at the beginning 

of your presentation.   

 If you are discussing a treatment or disorder that we have not spent much time discussing, then you 

should describe it. If we have already reviewed that disorder DO NOT describe criteria again. 

 Use one slide to give us a sense of how many studies have been done on the topic and the general 

consensus among them.  

 Then - focus only on the 3 BEST studies from your paper (i.e., you should not talk about every study 

from your review). As a general rule, you should present the three most convincing/well-done 

studies.  Also, include at least one graph for each study which summarizes the results. Make sure the 

graph is clearly labeled, fills in the entire slide. It is hard for an audience to interpret graphs so 

explain them in detail. (Note for single case graphs, you can take screen shots and paste them into 

your PowerPoint.) 

 Use one to two slides to give us your critique and recommendations based on your review. 

 Engagement Enhancements: Your symposium presentation must include at least two “Engagement 

Enhancements” (EEs).  Examples of EEs include a joke, brief anecdotal story, brief video clip, brief 

class activity, or anything else that would add to the entertainment/engagement value of the 

presentation.  That is, your listeners will not get the message if they are not engaged! If you are 

going to use something that requires special media equipment (e.g., video, internet link) please 

make sure it works at least 30 minutes before class.  

 Special Note about Presentations: During other people’s presentations it is a good idea to think 
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about questions or comments you might have. Questions/comments might include: 1) questions that 

attempt to gather more information, 2) interesting comments that relate something you heard in the 

talk to something else you have learned or experienced, or 3) praise for something specific about the 

talk. 

 

Course Policies 
Academic engagement.  Students are expected to attend to and participate in classroom discussions and activities 

at all times, and the level and quality of classroom interaction is included in calculating final grades for the 

semester. High quality classroom participation includes allowing ample opportunity for one’s peers to participate 

in all classroom discussions. Personal technology should be prepared in such a way as to minimize distractions to 

oneself and fellow students. The receipt and transmission of personal phone calls or messages during class time 

should be limited to vital correspondence; so vital in fact, that you should feel compelled to leave the room to 

attend to it because it is a SIGNIFICANT PERSONAL NEED of an EMERGENCY nature. Failure to comply 

with these procedures may result in being asked to leave the classroom.  

 

Class attendance. Perfect class attendance is expected. Any student who is absent due to an emergency should 

contact the professor as soon as possible regarding the absence, although students remain responsible for any 

material/assignments missed. In addition, no late work will be accepted without prior arrangements. Two or more 

absences will result in a one letter grade deduction. All assignments must be completed to receive a grade in 

this course.  

 

Communication.  All students must have an SIUE email address to participate fully in this course, as email will 

be used to communicate information regarding assignments, any changes to course structure, and to provide 

individual student feedback, when necessary. Course materials will be available electronically via Blackboard. 

 

Children in the classroom. I never want a student to have to choose between their education and caring for their 

child; therefore, I have the following policy regarding children in the classroom: All exclusively breastfeeding 

babies are welcome in class as often as is necessary to support the breastfeeding relationship. For older children 

and babies, I understand that minor illnesses and unforeseen disruptions in childcare often put parents in the 

position of having to choose between missing class to stay home with a child and leaving him or her with 

someone you or the child does not feel comfortable with. While this is not meant to be a long-term childcare 

solution, occasionally bringing a child to class in order to cover gaps in care is perfectly acceptable.  

 

Accommodations. Students needing accommodations because of medical diagnosis or major life impairment will 

need to register with Accessible Campus Community & Equitable Student Support (ACCESS) and complete 

an intake process before accommodations will be given. The ACCESS office is located in the Student Success 

Center, Room 1270. You can also reach the office by e-mail at myaccess@siue.edu or by calling 618.650.3726. 

For more information on policies, procedures, or necessary forms, please visit the ACCESS website at 

www.siue.edu/access.  

 

Statement on APA Format in Written Work 

Students are expected to be familiar and/or to familiarize themselves with APA standards for citations and 

references, per the 6th edition of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. Please 

ensure that you have access to this text at any time that you may need it during the semester. 

 

***A lack of knowledge of appropriate citation and referencing format will not excuse you from point deductions 

from written assignments due to errors, or from disciplinary action in the case of plagiarism.*** 

 

If you would like additional instruction in the use of APA format, please see me during office hours, or seek out 

the resources described below.  

 

Students who require additional assistance in writing in the areas of grammar and/or organization are strongly 

encouraged to seek out additional assistance from outside sources to assist in improving their ability to revise their 

mailto:myaccess@siue.edu
http://www.siue.edu/access
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written work. University-based services for assisting students with professional writing include the Writing 

Center (http://www.siue.edu/IS/WRITING/index.html), which also provides workshops in APA style.  

 

Department and University Policies 

As a student in this course, you will be expected to display graduate-level writing, which includes completing 

course assignments that meet the following basic writing criteria. Specifically, all written assignments completed 

for this course should include: 

 clear transitions from sentence to sentence and idea to idea (e.g., paper is organized/flows well); 

 verb tense consistency; 

 clear and unambiguous sentences and ideas; 

 writing that is free of typos, spelling errors, and major grammatical errors; 

 properly formatted paper including headings, citations and references, per the 6th edition of the APA 

manual. 

This is by no means an exhaustive list of basic writing skills, but will give you an idea of what we are looking for 

in our papers.  If you feel you need help with your writing, you are encouraged to seek assistance from the writing 

center on campus (http://www.siue.edu/is/writing) or utilize one of the many online resources they have identified 

to help students (http://www.siue.edu/is/writing/resources.shtml).  If your graded written assignments fail to meet 

the basic writing requirements listed above (and any others found to be appropriate by your instructor), the 

instructor will stop the grading process and return the paper to you (see below for the specific policy for this 

class). 

 

The penalty for unacceptable writing in this class is as follows: if your paper violates any of the above 

stipulations or is otherwise inconsistent with the stated expectations for a written assignment, it will be 

returned to you for resubmission, and 20% of the total available points will be deducted.  

 

The Psychology Department’s Policy on Withdrawals and Incompletes 

All withdrawals must be completed by the end of the 13th week of classes during fall and spring, and by a 

similarly late date (i.e., before 82% of class meetings have occurred) in any summer term. Grades that apply to 

students who initiate a withdrawal and grades that apply when a student fails to officially withdraw within 

established deadlines are determined by university policy (see http://www.siue.edu/policies/1j1.shtml). The 

granting of a grade of I (Incomplete) is not automatic. It is available only in cases when a student has completed 

most of the work required for a class but is prevented by a medical or similar emergency from completing a small 

portion of the coursework before the deadline for grade submission. An I must be approved by the instructor with 

appropriate documentation provided by the student. If an instructor agrees to give a student an I, the instructor 

will fill out a Memorandum of Incomplete Grade to be kept with the student’s records. If the work is not 

completed by the time specified on the Memorandum, the student’s grade will be changed from I to F. 

 

Academic Honesty. Plagiarism includes presenting someone else’s words without quotation marks (even if you 

cite the source), presenting someone else’s ideas without citing that source, or presenting one’s own previous 

work as though it were new. When paraphrasing from another source or your own work, at the very least, the 

student should change the wording, sentence syntax, and order of ideas presented in the paper.  Additionally, you 

should not submit a paper, or parts of a paper, written to fulfill the requirements of one class for the requirements 

in another class without prior approval of the current instructor and appropriate citation.  Ideally, the student will 

integrate ideas from multiple sources while providing critical commentary on the topic in a way that clearly 

identifies whether words and ideas are those of the student or are from another source. Plagiarism is one type of 

academic misconduct described in SIUE's Student Academic Code (http://www.siue.edu/policies/3c2.shtml). 

University policy states that “Normally a student who plagiarizes shall receive a grade of F in the course in which 

the act occurs. The offense shall also be reported to the Provost.” (http://www.siue.edu/policies/1i6.shtml). The 

University policy discusses additional academic sanctions including suspension and expulsion from the 

University. To insure that you understand how to avoid plagiarism, we encourage you to review the information 

on plagiarism provided on the Department of Psychology web page at 

http://www.siue.edu/education/psychology/plagiarism.shtml.  

http://www.siue.edu/IS/WRITING/index.html
http://www.siue.edu/is/writing
http://www.siue.edu/is/writing/resources.shtml
http://www.siue.edu/policies/1j1.shtml
http://www.siue.edu/policies/3c2.shtml
http://www.siue.edu/policies/1i6.shtml
http://www.siue.edu/education/psychology/plagiarism.shtml
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Tentative Course Schedule 

Date Topic Readings In-Class 

Activities 

Assignments 

due 

1/18 No Class – MLK Jr Day  

1/25 Introduction to Course and 

DSM-5 & Evidence Based 

Interventions (EBIs) 

1. DSM-5 (Preface and Section I) 

2. Hupp: Ch 1 

DSM-5 

Scavenger Hunt 

 

2/1 Review Syllabus 

Cultural Considerations in 

Diagnosis and Treatment 

1. DSM 5 (p.749 - 760) 

2. BP Foundations (1, 4) 

Assign Mock 

Interview   
 

2/8 Clinical Interviews, 

Behavioral 

Observation/Mental Status, & 

Report Writing  

1. M & F: Ch 1, 2, & 10 

2. BP: Systems Level (24) 

 

Role Plays  

CSI Example 
Paper 

Proposals 

2/15 Intellectual Disabilities & 

Autism Spectrum  

1. DSM-5 (p. 31-41, 47-48, 50-58) 

2. Hupp 2 & 3 

Case: Case 17  

 

 
Paper 

Reference 

Checks 

2/22 Inattention, Hyperactivity, & 

Learning 

 

1. DSM-5 (p. 59-73) 

2. Hupp 4 & 5 

Case: M & F Ch 11 

CSI 1 Assigned 
 

3/1 Tics & Anxiety  1. DSM-5 (pp. 81-86, 189-234) 

2. Hupp 6 &10 

Case: BP: Student Level (24) 

 CSI #1 due 

3/8 Bipolar & Depression 1. DSM-5 ( pp 123-184) 

2. Hupp 8 & 9 

Case:  M & F Ch 13 

CSI 2 Assigned  

3/15 Private Practice & 

Collaboration with Medical 

Personnel 

1. BP : Systems Level (24 & 26)  CSI #2 due 

3/22 Feeding, Eating, Toileting, 

Sleep, & Gender Dysphoria 

 

1. DSM-5 (pp. 329-422, 451-460) 

2. Hupp 13, 14, 15, & 16 

Cases: Ecklund 2012  

 
Literature 

Review Paper 

Due 

3/29 Obsessions, Compulsions,  

Trauma & Attachment 

1. DSM-5 (pp. 235-290) 

2. Hupp 11 & 12 

Cases:  M & F Ch 15 & 16  

 

  

4/5 Psychosis, Dissociation 1. DSM-5 ( pp . 87-122, 291-308) 

2. Hupp 7 

3. BP: Systems Level (25) 

Case in M & F Ch 12 & 17 

 

 

Mock 

Interview 

Presentations 

4/12 Disruptive Behavior & 

Conduct 

1. DSM-5 (pp.461-480) 

2. Hupp 17 

3. Case in M & F Ch 23 

 Mock 

Interview 

Presentations 

4/19 Substance Use & Personality 1. DSM-5 (pp. 481-589) 

2. Hupp 18  

1. M & F Ch 24 & 26 

 Mock 

Interview 

Presentations 

4/26 Literature Review Presentations  

5/5 Literature Review Presentations  
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