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Germany 2006

It is hard to find a student who participated in the Office of International Programs’ travel study or study abroad trips that would not be willing to share his or her experiences about the trip with you.  They are always excited to do so and generally they always describe their experiences abroad as unique and life changing. 
This year’s travel study trip to Germany was no exception. Both undergraduate and graduate students participated in the program.  It was a great opportunity to make new friends and to learn more about the German culture and business methods, which is very important to business majors.  Some of the students said they have come to appreciate America even more after the trip and have learned to become more culturally sensitive. In essence, they now have a broader worldview than before.
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The trip was a seven-day marathon packed with many interesting activities.  The students spent four days at the Fachhochschule Hannover campus and the remaining three days in Berlin. The students said that they learned more during those few days by experience than they could ever learn in the classroom.  Their first discovery was that the German students’ social lifestyles were very similar in many respects to the Americans’.  The German students love to party just as much as American students do and also share similar interests, views, and goals.  Jared Fischer said the best part of the trip was the interaction with both the German students and his fellow American students. “You really create a bond with your classmates that a traditional 16-week course can't match.”  He also said he learned that the Germans had an interesting custom of leaving their empty soda glasses next to recycling bins instead of putting them into the bins in order to give homeless people the opportunity to do the recycling for money.
To Diane Weber, the Germany trip was a life changing one. She said, “…my eyes were truly opened to a whole new world… many of my ethnocentric views and beliefs were challenged…I held a preconceived notion that Germany would be somewhat backwards and significantly less advanced than the U.S. [but] its public transportation system and environmental programs are more advanced than those in the U.S.”  
[image: image3.jpg]_3navHO I




[image: image4.jpg]/4

D
S
SN
=
=

i

Il

T

L]

———

Al

cassy

Y

v,l//l




The students took a tour of some of the major business institutions in Germany. They visited car manufacturing companies like the Autostadt – Volkswagen (VW) headquarters, which one of the students described as “really cool.”  They also visited the Bentley, Lamborghini, and Audi buildings where they learned a lot of interesting things about car manufacturing. The students then visited the German parliament house. The group had the opportunity to meet Congressman Herrmann, who they said was very informative. Next, they toured the Sanssouci Palace, the summer palace of Frederick the Great, where they learned a lot about his history. Finally, they visited the popular Brandenburg Gate, which symbolizes the unity of East and West Berlin. 
Without a doubt, the students benefited from this trip both academically and personally.  At the end of the program, some of the students gave presentations on German sports, culture, and politics, while others wrote papers about how business is conducted in Germany.  German politics and business, the students reported, were very interesting and very different from the American system. Jared said that unlike American politicians, the German politicians are more direct and will openly utter their positions and intentions without sugar-coating them. For instance, one of the German Congressmen admitted that he attends public events in order to get people to vote for him. Even more shocking, during parliament sessions, Congressmen will taunt the speaker if they disagree with him, when perhaps Americans would act in a more diplomatic fashion.
According to Diane, “Overall, the travel study to Germany significantly impacted my personal and professional life.  My frame of reference and worldviews have changed and, consequently, I am more open and willing to learn about different cultures.”
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