GENERAL INFORMATION 

FOR SIUE GRADUATE BUSINESS COURSE IN BUDAPEST, HUNGARY
Here is some information that you may find helpful for your graduate business course in Budapest, Hungary.  If you have any questions or would like any additional information, please contact Professor Susan E. Yager, 618-650-2917.

Passport
If you don’t have a passport, get one now!  If you are a U.S. or E.U. citizen with a valid passport, you will not need a visa to study in Hungary for two weeks.  If you have a non-U.S., non-E.U. passport, please check with the Hungarian Embassy or Consulate.  You will need documentation from SIUE to obtain your visa.  Please contact the Office of International Programs (Morris University Center 2053, ext. 3785).
Registration

I will see that you are registered for either MBA 532/GBA 489 for the summer term, based on the option you choose on your application form.  If you are taking any other courses in the summer, it is your responsibility to get yourself registered for them.  There will be a fee waiver for the course in Hungary, but you will have to pay fees associated with any other courses you take in the same term.  Depending on what you take, this may or may not result in an actual fee reduction for the summer term.  You will need to pay tuition for MBA 532/GBA 489 and any other classes you take during the summer term.

Insurance and Liability

It is your responsibility to make certain that your health insurance will cover you, and anyone travelling with you, in Hungary.  You will also be required to have medical evacuation insurance for this trip. I suggest you get an International Student Identity Card (ISIC), which costs just $22 a year. Cardholders receive up to $250,000 in medical evacuation insurance, about $5K in supplemental emergency health insurance coverage, and also some discounts and other benefits. If you are interested in purchasing an ISIC card, you may do so online at http://www.isicus.com/MyISIC/  or at SIUE’s Office of International programs.  For information about how to apply here on campus, see the Study Abroad Web site with dates, times, and documentation requirements (http://www.siue.edu/studyabroad/ISIC.shtml).  If you purchase the card online, you will receive your card in 2 to 4 weeks, so please plan ahead if you use this option.
You will be required to provide proof of your international health insurance and medical evacuation insurance coverage at least one month before departure. As noted on the Participation Agreement Form that you will need to sign before departure, the University has no liability for accidents, medical problems, or any other risks or similar developments associated with this course.  
Accommodations
Lodging expenses are disproportionately high in Budapest, and we will take advantage of several apartments close to downtown and public transportation that are available for rent.  Depending on the number of people sharing the space, this costs ½ to 2/3 the amount of a hotel, while providing facilities to prepare meals and the accompanying savings over restaurant prices.  While availability of specific options is not yet confirmed, you are encouraged to view the “InnerCity Apartments” link at http://www.innercityapartments.net/index.html.
While the housing in Budapest is very pleasant and modern, they do not provide washcloths.  This is common in many European hotels/flats.  If washcloths are important to you, bring some with you.

Exchange Rates and Getting Cash
Although a new member of the EU, the prevailing currency in Hungary is still the Hungarian Forint (HUF).  As of December 30, 2006, 191 HUF equal one US Dollar, and the euro (€) is approximately US $1.32.  This exchange rate will certainly change by May.

The least expensive way to get HUFs is from an ATM (“Bank-o-Mat”).  These are all over Budapest, but not all take the ATM cards they claim to.  If you have not used your ATM overseas before, check with your bank to make sure that your ATM card and your PIN will work in Hungary.  You will also want to know on which network(s) (Cirrus, Plus, etc.) your card is good.  You can also change U. S. currency or travelers’ checks, but you will need to be careful about the exchange rate and the commissions.  You do not need to bring Euros or Forints with you from the U. S.  To do so would be very expensive. There are ATMs and exchange desks easily available at the Budapest airport, and you will need Forints for transportation from the airport.
Travel From the Airport
The ESSCA Hungary Web site gives details of arrival and daily living in Budapest (http://www.essca.asso.fr/html/document_detail.aspx?rbID=29&tbID=6995&havechild=0&hvc=1).  There it is noted that the Airport Minibus cost 2,300 HUF (at the last update) to go anywhere in the city, so you need only the Hungarian Forints and the address of the flat.
Telephoning to the U. S.
It can be very expensive to call the U.S. from abroad!  If you purchase a pre-paid telephone card before leaving (sold at Wal-Mart and elsewhere), you will pay about one third that from a hotel room or apartment phone. You MUST get an access code BEFORE you leave the U.S.! Another good option is to sign up for a phone card at www.goabroad.ekit.com. Compare these prices with using a U. S. calling card service, such as those provided AT&T, MCI, and Sprint.  Mobile cell phones must be equipped to operate in Europe, and calling rates are expensive ($.99/minute and up).
Note: It is wise to have more than one phone card with you when traveling. If one network is experiencing difficulties, you might still be able to place your call through the other service. 

Electricity

Electricity in Hungary is 220V, 50HZ.  You will need plug adapters, as Hungarian plugs use two round pins.  Make sure your adapter will accept the uneven sized prongs on new U. S. plugs.  If you bring American appliances, such as hair dryers, you will also need a voltage converter, although it is better to have a dual-voltage appliance, as the voltage converters don’t always work well. (It may be cheaper to buy an inexpensive hairdryer upon arrival in Budapest than to purchase an adaptor and a converter.)
Computers

You may want to take a laptop, if you have one, for notes and for a case presentation.  Virtually all laptops are dual voltage (but check yours), but you will need an adapter for your plug to the two-round-pin style used in most of Europe.  ESSCA will provide us with Internet access, so you can use Internet-based e-mail in the computer lab.  You may want to use PowerPoint for your presentation.

Weather

You can expect pleasant weather in Budapest in May, with the average low near 50 and high near 70.  It can get cool at night, but not really cold.  You should also expect some rain, however.  This will usually be in the form of a heavy drizzle or shower, not thunderstorms, but you should be prepared with at least an umbrella.

Dress

ESSCA students dress about the same as SIUE students, and such dress is appropriate for you in class, as well as on sightseeing trips.  For corporate visits and for the closing dinner, as well as possibly for other events, you will need dressier clothes.  On these occasions, you will need to be a little dressier than “business casual” in the U. S.  For corporate visits and most other occasions when student dress is not appropriate, a suit or sport coat with a tie will be appropriate for men, with comparable dress for women.  The opening dinner will be casual.

Hungarian
You will find it useful to know a few words of Magyarul (Mau djau rule).  It is a good ice breaker with the Hungarians, who are very proud of their language, but have little expectation that others can handle it.  Greetings (morning, day, and evening) and “Thank You” and “Excuse Me” are used far more frequently in everyday conversation than in the U. S., so if you can at least say hello and a few other words, you will find that your experience is a lot better.  You can use tapes, CDs, travel books, or Internet sites to do this.

Exercise Facilities

Public health clubs are available, but not designed with tourists in mind.  Count on doing a lot of walking to substitute for your regular exercise.
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