

This diary was written by Jake, a student from SIUE who spent the fall semester studying at Haarlem Business School in Inholland University in The Netherlands. While he was there, he stayed in an old church with his fellow SIUE students, Katie, Andrea, Jerry, and Jeff, and about 65 other students from around the world. Read what he has to say about life in Holland:
Entry #1
Well, we are coming to the end of our fourth week of classes. Everything is moving at a relatively slow but smooth pace. We have formed groups in most all of our classes and have begun work on our final projects. The teachers have given us due dates which occur every couple of weeks in an effort to keep everyone working on their projects now, which prevents us from waiting until the last minute to complete the entire project.. For example, in our BIT class we were given a worksheet containing various business concepts. For homework we had to define all the concepts for discussion in the next lecture. This amounted to about two and a half typed pages of work. Jerry, Jeff, and I found it to be somewhat easy as we are already familiar with most of the concepts. The key is helping the other students, who are not so familiar with the concepts and have trouble understanding English. The teachers seem to especially have this problem. Sometimes we have difficulty understanding them. Dutch class is difficult for everyone, but we have fun and the teacher seems to appreciate our eagerness to learn. Basically each class period we go over the homework from the last time, complete some pronunciation drills, start the next lesson, and then receive the homework for next time. 
I think that about sums everything up thus far. Everybody in the church is having a ball and there has not been one dispute between anyone. I think everyone enjoys the company of all. 
Until next time, 

Jake

Entry #2
Greetings, 

We are into our fifth week and everyone is excited with the prospect of traveling. This weekend we are heading to Brussels. Jerry, Jeff, and I are going with Alisa and Alba from Spain. There is also the possibility that the Swedish guys will join us, but I think they will probably wait until the last minute to tell us for sure. The one week break is only three weeks away. For this, we are planning a week long excursion to Italy. We hope to stay in hostels in Rome, Milan, and Venice. There has also been talk about [image: image1.jpg]


visiting Sicily, but I think that might be pushing it. As we plan all these trips I realize that while we will see much this semester there will be much more to see next semester. We have become such good friends with the people in the church. It has only been six weeks since we arrived here but we spend almost every waking moment together. They do not ask me to come to visit their homes, but they tell me I must. 
Because of this, I am inquiring about staying here next semester to complete my degree. I realize that I may never again have the opportunity to see so much of Europe in such a small amount of time. I cannot stress how important this is for me as I am also developing my Spanish language skills by leaps and bounds. The Spanish are quite simply my favorite people, and they have helped me in ways no classroom ever could. As for the last requirements for my degree, I believe that I have only my marketing electives left. My advisor may find me course equivalents here. I know this may be a big request to ask with such short notice but please consider it. 

Sincerely, 

Jake

Entry #3
Greetings, 
We are closing out our sixth week and there are a few problems that have presented themselves. Well, actually there has only been one main problem, but it has caused many headaches in the past couple of weeks. The problem is with our Internet provider, UPC. From the first time they sent agents to our church to sign us up, it was apparent that this company was unprofessional and disorganized. Although many students wanted the same package, after all was said and done everyone was paying vastly different prices. I quickly found out that some students whose English was a bit lacking had been quoted a price that was close to double the price I was paying. I quickly confronted the agents and had it adjusted. After this initial meeting they promised us Internet service in one week, but it actually took three weeks, and with no sign of the agents or any help. Since then there have been numerous problems with the “I can’t help you with that, you need to talk to someone else” mentality coming from every employee at the company. While Inholland University has nothing to do with this matter, I think it should. We have been talking with the students from ESN and they seem sympathetic. The idea of the school organizing Internet access for all the students was discussed. Essentially, every student living in the church wants Internet, but dealing with companies like we have been is ridiculous. I hope they follow through next semester and organize this system.
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On a lighter note, we had an absolutely amazing time in Brussels last weekend! I thought it would be interesting to see the Parliament building, but there was so much more. The city was bustling with life and there seemed to be surprises around every turn. In this picture, we are all enjoying some fresh Belgian waffles! We also visited Brugge, which is a two hour train ride west of Brussels. Brugge is quite a bit smaller than Brussels, but it is a very unique city nonetheless. We are currently finishing our planning for our trip during the break. We ultimately decided on going to Berlin for two days, then down to Prague for three more.
Until next time,
Jake

Entry #4
Well it has been some time since I have checked in. I have a lot to talk about! I believe my last message was before our three country European excursion. We began that trip by taking the bus from Amsterdam to Berlin. Our party consisted of Jerry, Jeff, and me from SIUE, Luisa from California and Elisa from Spain. It was not long until we ran into some minor complications. Jeff had left the original copy of his passport in his room in the church, and instead brought only a photocopy. When we crossed the German border the police told him that they would let him into the country, but he would need his authentic passport next time. So we slipped into the country of Germany on our very large but also very full passenger bus. By the way, while taking a bus is by far the cheapest way to travel, it is not the most comfortable. Twelve hours of sitting next to a strange individual who does not appear to have [image: image3.jpg]


showered lately makes the time go by very slowly. Nonetheless, we made it to our destination. Berlin was a huge city and really we could have used three nights stay instead of two in order to explore it thoroughly. I do think we saw most of the city, but we were a bit rushed. We took a tour bus at the girls’ request. It offered multi-language information, which really excited Elisa. In addition, we got to eat lunch at a Subway in Berlin! After two nights we left Berlin and headed for the Czech Republic. While the border patrol was more lenient in Germany, they were not so understanding in the Czech Republic, and refused Jeff’s passport copy. He had to take a taxi from the border to the closest city in Germany, then a train home to Haarlem. This was very unfortunate, but I am sure that he will never forget his passport again! The rest of us continued on at Jeff’s request and eventually made it to Prague. Prague was a beautiful city of history. We viewed the city from the towers of Prague Castle, constructed in the 9th century by Prince Booivoj. Rulers made their own additions so there is a mixture of styles. Prague Castle has had four major reconstructions, but currently maintains the classical ambience it took on in the 18th century during the reign of Maria Theresa. The sights that we visited are too numerous to mention, but I will show you pictures soon! I found it relieving that Prague was a bit cheaper than every other place we had been so far. After three nights we headed back to The Netherlands on a fourteen hour bus ride. Again, “cheap” is the key word here. We spent 108 euros for all three trips, which is only a fraction of what a train or a plane would cost. Another plus was that no smelly individuals sat close to me this time!
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Our most recent trip was to Brussels again. The school arranged for us to stay for free in a youth hostel. We had only to represent the Erasmus students in a debate. The topic was the European Student Network itself, and its pros and cons. While I obviously have no part in this organization I thought it was interesting to hear about it. Evidently they have a certain portion of their studies covered by the government, but of course they debated on exactly how much money was needed. Everyone seemed to agree that some sort of increase was in order. The American system came up briefly, but only to be written off as how not to handle financing education. They all believe that a student should not be thousands of dollars (or euros) in debt while starting his or her career. I somewhat agree, but I argued that when a student spends his or her own money, than he or she will be much more likely to have more of a drive for success. I have seen multiple students who are in their mid-twenties and still in school. They think, “If the government is paying, then why not?” Also debated was the issue of not knowing the language of the people where a student would study. After the formal debate, they provided snacks and drinks for a more relaxed and informal discussion between all. 
Back at Inholland University, deadlines for projects and presentations are rapidly approaching, and the students who have not attended class since October are feeling the crunch. It is definitely not good to procrastinate here, because so much of the final grade rides on the last few weeks. I believe my groups are in relatively good shape. For International Marketing, we are finishing up a 10-12 page paper. The paper of Managing Employee Behavior is about half done. Business Intelligence is on track because the teacher sets weekly deadlines for completion of assignments. Our final project will basically be a portfolio of everything we have done. I have already completed my Dutch presentation, and although the teacher had a very puzzled look on her face as I spoke my American-accented Dutch, I still received a fine score. I think effort counted more in this three minute struggle. In International Business Law, we have our case prepared. My group consists of myself and three Spaniards with mediocre English speaking skills. So, now we have only to practice the delivery of the information. As for Finance, this will be the most difficult. We have only our texts, because the teacher himself seems to have difficulty understanding the information, or at least presenting the information. There have been some students meeting in the library. The exam will be comprehensive, covering six chapters of the book. This is difficult for me and it seems to be very discouraging for some of the other students. Nonetheless, we are studying and will give it our all. I think I will be fine, but I’m not so sure about the others. So, that pretty much sums it up for now. 

Until next time,

Jake
