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MBA 532/GBA 489
International Business in Central Europe

A Two-Week Travel-Study Course in Budapest, Hungary

APPLICATION DUE BY February 16, 2007
Prerequisites: ECON, FIN, MGMT, and MKTG core courses or permission of instructor
On May 1, 2004, the 15-member European Union (EU) added 10 more Central and Eastern European countries to its membership, a major step towards economic integration of formerly “West” and “East” European countries. While this presents expanded opportunities for global commerce, it also greatly complicates the challenges facing the North American businessman. 

This travel-study course, designed for graduate students and select upper-level undergraduates, will provide an opportunity to learn about and see this vibrant and growing area.  During two weeks spent in Budapest, Hungary, and the surrounding area, there will be classes at the Budapest campus of ESSCA, the prestigious French business school, and field trips to explore the thriving service sector there.

Prerequisites: ECON, FIN, MGMT, and MKTG core courses or permission of instructor

When:
May 6-19, 2007
Where:
ESSCA Hungary Foundation in Budapest, Hungary
What:
Students will meet four times in March and April for orientation and introduction and for pre-travel presentations. There will also be assigned reading to be completed before arrival in Budapest on May 7. The travel-study portion of the course commences with an Opening Dinner on Monday, May 7, followed by classes at the ESSCA campus, company visits, field trips to historic Hungary, work on assigned project(s), and an in-class final exam Friday morning, May 18.  The weekend of May 12-13 may be used by students for travel.  Required work for the course – except the photo essay and personal journal – is completed before leaving Budapest. 

Why:
This course is designed to offer SIUE students a first-hand international business experience.  This is an unparalleled opportunity to study abroad in the “New Europe” of the expanded EU and gain invaluable experience, while earning three credit hours at SIUE.  The business communities of the world are becoming increasingly intertwined, with long-term strategies and daily management decisions being heavily influenced by such challenging international factors as exchange rates, trade and foreign investment regulations, cross-cultural differences, and the increasing globalization of markets for goods and services.  The course gives students the opportunity to gain business and cultural skills in preparation for meeting global business challenges.
Cost: $2000
This course is aimed at graduate students and select, advanced undergraduates in business and is packaged as a complete trip.  We will book tickets for travel to and from Hungary.  If students would like to travel over the weekend of May 12-13, they will need to book that travel themselves.  Although the total cost of the trip is $2,000, double occupancy, an additional $200 in support of each student on the travel study may be available, thanks to the Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs, Narbeth Emmanuel. If available, this money will be awarded to those who desire financial assistance and for whom this travel study course counts toward their degree program.
The non-refundable course fee covers the opening and closing dinners, local transportation to company visits, a day of group sightseeing with lunch, and 12 nights of flat accommodation in Budapest (see the “General Information” handout).  The following are costs borne by students:
· Regular tuition for either MBA 532 or GBA 489.  Because students are not studying on campus, fees associated with the course will be waived.

· Round-trip bus fare to/from the flats (about $40 for the airport shuttle).

· A local transportation pass (about $30).

· All meals and personal items, except as noted above.
· An International Student Identification Card (ISIC) (cost $22, application available at http://www.siue.edu/studyabroad/ISIC.shtml). 
Financial

Aid:
Those students on financial aid can increase their aid package for study abroad prior to departure through application at the Financial Aid Office.  In addition, up to three Competitive Travel Awards will be awarded that cover ½ of the transportation costs between SIUE and Budapest (see “Competitive Travel Award” information on the Budapest travel-study Web site).  Applications for these awards will be accepted through March 2, 2007.
Application:
To be considered for the course, students should return a completed application no later than February 16, 2007.  A complete application must include the following:

· Completed application form (http://www.siue.edu/international/octravel/pdf/travel_study_student_application_form.pdf).

· A deposit of $1,000 towards the course fee.  This deposit will be non-refundable for those accepted, and the balance of $800 is due no later than March 30, 2007.

· An attached statement of no more than 250 words explaining why you wish to take this course and how it relates to your educational and career plans.  Please prepare your statement carefully, as it will be the main criterion for selection. 
