Men's tennis grounds Flyers
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Weather finally permitted the SIUE men's tennis team to hit the courts over the weekend and the Cougars took advantage, swatting out a dominant 8-1 victory over Lewis University Saturday at the SIUE Tennis Courts.

"It was a good win," SIUE junior Thibaud Chevalier said. "That was very important to win this match before the conference matches begin. The conference matches will be next week. So we took a lot of confidence from this and I think that's essential."

The Cougars had three home matches cancelled by rain last week - a Mar. 19 date with Washburn University, an affair against Northwest Missouri State University Thursday and a Friday battle with Olivet Nazarene University.

"We were waiting for good weather so we could get back on the court and play tennis again," Chevalier said. "We had a pretty nice weekend the week before and we just wanted to play. That was good to have nice weather and to be able to play again outside, especially at SIUE because we don't have a lot of home matches."

SIUE, winning the fourth contest in its last five dual matches, completed a clean sweep in singles competition, taking all six matches in straight sets.

The Cougars' lone loss of the day came at the No. 1 double, where John O'Neill and Ben Karas teamed up to drop SIUE freshman Zach Allison and Chevalier 8-5.

At the No. 2 doubles seed, SIUE sophomore Nicolas Garrison and junior Mike Jolly trumped Lewis' tag team of Mike Maretich and Doug Fritz 8-1. Senior Eduardo DeLaCruz and sophomore Blake McKinney pulled off the same feat for SIUE on Bret Mega and Chris Meyer of Lewis in the No. 3 doubles match.

Allison, who leads the Cougars with 12 wins on the season, had little trouble fending off O'Neill 6-2, 6-1 in the No. 1 singles match. Chevalier trounced Maretich 6-0, 6-2 at No. 2 to improve his season record to 8-2. 

"My opponent didn't have a good match at the beginning and it was easy for me to keep him under water," Chevalier said. 

In the No. 3 match, Garrison backhanded Karas 6-4, 6-1 and Jolly walloped Fritz 6-0, 6-1 in No. 4 action. Jolly is now 10-7 on the year.

DeLaCruz prevailed 6-1, 6-1 at No. 5 and McKinney blasted Meyer 6-2, 6-0 at the No. 6 match.

SIUE jumped to 7-4 with the win. The Cougars return to the courts at 4 p.m. Thursday for a bout with Truman State University in Kirksville, Mo. 
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