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A select group of students will go tour business firms this summer.

Through the Office of International Programs in the School of Business, students will have an
opportunity to investigate the business workings in foreign countries.

"Hungary is the trip we're now taking applications for," International Programs Assistant
Director Cyndi Peterson said. "It will take place May 8 to 20, and the deadline for registration is
(Tuesday) March 1.

"The trip is cross-listed as MBA 532 and GBA 489," Peterson said. "You get three credit
hours for taking the trip, although there is no extra cost for the credit hours beyond the standard SIUE
tuition. The cost of the trip will be around $1,600, and will probably cover food."

Students are eligible to receive $250 from the Office of the Vice Chancellor of Student
Affairs upon successful completion of the course.

"Think of it like a rebate," Peterson said.

She added although the Office of International Programs focuses mainly on business students,
they welcome anyone interested in international travel.

Peterson said the Office of International Programs tries to keep the trips to countries that have
a partner school with SIUE.

"This is the first (time) we've offered Hungary," Peterson said. "It's getting easier and easier
for people to go to Western Europe, so we felt we'd offer some place a little more exotic."

Peterson said the trip is going to focus on Hungary's service sector, specifically information
technology firms including IBM Hungary and several telecommunications firms.

"So far we've had some interest in the trip," Peterson said. "It looks like it's going to go well."

The Office of International Programs offers five standard study trips every year. The
destinations include Juarez and Toluca, Mexico, Germany, Shanghai and Xiamen, China, and
Budapest, Hungary.

"Travel study is traveling with an SIUE instructor and SIUE students," Peterson said. "There's
lots of travel and a lot of company tours. The other thing we offer is the Study Abroad (Programy),
when students go to one of our partner schools for a full semester, sometimes two semesters.

"Most of our partner institutions offer a number of classes in English, so you don't need to be
bilingual to attend," Peterson said. "Students always come back and say, 'It was a life-changing
experience,' that it really changed the way they see the world and the United States," she added.

The Office of International Programs also offers service-learning trips, which involve
building a house in an underdeveloped area, as well as company tours and visits to cultural and
historical landmarks.

"We also bring in students from our partner universities to SIUE, mostly for a semester,"
Peterson said.

Peterson said planning is an important part of the study trips.

"In the case of Hungary, the trip leaders went over on Thanksgiving break and did a dry run,"
Peterson said. "The more exotic the location, the more important local experience is.

"I think it's particularly good for business students because businesses are becoming more
global, and they may find themselves in a position in the future where having had some experience
abroad will be a real asset," Peterson said.

The Office of International Programs is independent of the main Study Abroad Office, which
offers a separate selection of study abroad and travel programs.

Students interested in the Hungary trip can contact Peterson at 650-2922 or Office
International Programs Director Radcliffe Edmonds Jr. at 650-2598. Or, can visit the Web site at
www.siue.edu/BUSINESS/internationalprograms.

Students interested in the Study Abroad Program can contact the Study Abroad Office at
650-2419.
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