
 

 
 

 

 

July 8, 2020 

 

Dear SIUE Field Supervisor and Agency Directors, 

 

In these times of enhanced awareness of human needs as well as the failures of leaders and 

systems, there is an urgent demand for skilled social workers. Thank you so much for your 

continued work for our community your support of social work education. This email is to 

inform you of changes at the SIUE social work department for Fall 2020. 

 

In order to maintain equitable high-quality education in a safe manner, all SIUE social work 

courses and practicums will be done remotely for Fall 2020.  This means that students will not be 

able to work on-the-ground with clients or at field sites in offices. Students will only be able to 

do field work   from their homes to ensure student safety and the safety of the campus 

community. Our University is still exploring best practice for non-clinical internships and how to 

handle the public health, the policy, and the social dynamics. As the committee charged with this 

work continues in this process there may be updates to our Remote Only Practicum policy, but 

until that time, our students will only be able to engage in remote practicum work. We know that 

this may not work with all your sites and that this could cause an undue strain, especially if you 

have already selected or planned to select a practicum student from SIUE. We apologize for any 

inconvenience this may cause and ask your grace as our department works to balance safety and 

quality social work instruction in these strange times. Dr. Carter, who will be Field Director in 

Fall will be in touch with any of you who have already accepted student interns for Fall. But feel 

free to email her at kimcart@siue.edu  if you have questions.  

 

I also wanted to inform you of personnel changes at the SIUE social work department.   

• Dr. Carol Wesley is retiring in August 2020 after 24 years of service.  She started the 

MSW Field Practicum and we are so grateful for her many years of leadership.  This 

summer she is teaching practicum class for MSW Specialization students.  Unfortunately, 

due to Covid, we are not able to have the retirement party she deserves, but feel free to 

reach out to her.  Her email is cwesley@siue.edu  

• Dr. Kim Carter will be taking over the Field Director role in August 2020.  She has 

strong social work experience in the community and brings passion and experience to the 

role.  She will be contacting you directly with new information and some new procedures 

for fall.  She is currently teaching practicum class for Foundation MSW students.    

 

• Ms. Mary Plocher retired as a full-time instructor and field supervisor in December of 

2019.   

• Ms. Lauren Raczkowski is a new instructor and will be a BSW field supervisor.  She 

has experience in child welfare in Philadelphia. 



• Ms. Angelia Ham in an instructor that has taught for us for a few years, has practice 

experience with groups and grief and will be teaching MSW practicum classes in the 

spring.  

 

• Dr. Bryan Duckham will also retire in August 2020.  He was the MSW Program 

Director for many years. 

• Dr. Jayme Swanke is currently the MSW program Director   

 

• Dr. Rob Aspholm will be leaving SIUE to teach at another institution.  

• We have 3 new faculty at the department.  In the fall of 2019 we added two faculty, Dr. 

Ariel Jones, who has extensive experience working with and researching children and 

families and Dr. Jennifer Erwin, who has her law degree and has done research on Mental 

Health Courts.  This fall, Dr. Lane Forsman is our newest professor, he done community 

practice and has studied sexual violence for transgender and queer people in the helping 

professions.   

 

Along with changes to the department, we have had changes to the CEU committee.  For many 

years Kellene Hamilton and Debra Vogel have led the CEU in providing high quality local CEU 

events. Kellene and Deb have now retired, but the CEU committee remains committed to 

providing high quality events.  Kim Carter and Raczkowski are both offering a virtual CEU 

training this month that will meet the ethics and diversity requirements for licensing. For more 

information on CEU events please check the SIUE social work website.  

 

Once again, we appreciate the work you do and look forward to ongoing collaboration with you.  

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
 

Jill Schreiber, MSW, PhD 

Chair 

SIUE Social Work Department 

 

 


