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SUMMER 2020 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

These course descriptions are subject to change: 
 

While we make every effort to keep these online course descriptions as current as possible, you are advised to check with the 
instructor of a particular course to verify the information below. Contact information for all English Department faculty is available via 
the English website at http://www.siue.edu/artsandsciences/english/. 

 

ENG 201-1: Intermediate Composition  
TR 12:30 pm – 4:45 pm / Jun 1 - Jul 4, 2020 Anushiya Ramaswamy  

English 201 is designed to enhance your ability to find, analyze and write texts for academic 
audiences. It builds on the research and argumentation skills you developed in earlier writing courses 
and has a heavy emphasis on academic reading strategies, revision, and writing as a process. Ideally, 
this course will help to demystify academic writing as we attend to differences between writing that is 
produced in the humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences. At its core, this course approaches 
all academic writing as part of a series of ongoing conversations, conversations that have different sets 
of rules, purposes, and audiences. Over the course of the semester, you will learn to identify 
distinctions between various academic genres through critical reading and analysis as well as 
assignments that ask you to write different kinds of texts for different audiences. 

ENG 290-501: Introduction to Creative Writing 
Online: Jun 1 - Jul 4, 2020 Joshua Kryah 

Provides an introduction to the basic genres of creative writing (fiction, poetry, drama, creative 
nonfiction) with an emphasis on craft and the writing process.  

This course is designed to introduce you to the practice and process of creative writing. It will also 
provide the luxury of a consistent and invested audience for your work, a congenial atmosphere in 
which to discuss literary texts and creative writing, and an intensive experience in the consideration 
and practice of creative writing. During the semester you will write both poetry and prose, give and 
receive valuable critical feedback, gain an understanding of creative writing as a craft, and grow as a 
writer and reader. 

ENG 301: Introduction to Literary Theory and Criticism 
TR 12:30 pm – 4:45 pm / Jun 1 - Jul 4, 2020 Jill Anderson 

English 301 initiates English majors to the practices of theory and criticism as applied within literary 
studies. The course asks students to examine literary texts through multiple theoretical and critical 
lenses. Using Mary Shelley’s novel Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus as an anchor, students 
will investigate various forms of literary analysis and consider literary studies as a field containing 
multiple converging and competing approaches to theorizing and thinking critically about literature.  

ENG 307-1: Intro to Shakespeare  
MWF 11:00 am - 1:50 pm / Jun 1 - Jul 4, 2020 John Savoie 

We will survey Shakespeare's career though all his major modes, sonnets, comedies, histories, 
tragedies, revisiting his most admired works from fresh perspectives and delving into relatively 
neglected masterpieces. Students can expect daily reading, frequent quizzes, two formal essays and a 
final exam. 



ENG 309-501 Popular Literature: Dystopian and Apocalyptic Fiction 
Online: Jul 6 - Aug 8, 2020 John Pendergast 

In this course we will explore two related but distinct genres of fiction: the dystopian and apocalyptic. In 
both genres writers imagine a world gone wrong and we will consider the historical, cultural and 
aesthetic influence on five novels, 1984, A Handmaid’s Tale, The Road, Riddley Walker and Zone 
One. In addition, we will read the first utopian work, Thomas More’s Utopia, and excerpts from a variety 
of classical texts. Finally, we will also participate in a mini film festival (online) of a variety of dystopian 
and apocalyptic films.  

ENG 411-1: Internship in Writing  
TBA 

Involvement in developing workplace writing. Supervised by selected faculty member and cooperating 
site. Prerequisite: ENG 102 with grade of C or better 

ENG 445:501 Young Adult Literature 
Online: Jun 1 - Jul 4, 2020 Jessica DeSpain 

Though young adult literature began to fully take shape as a distinctive genre in the 1970s, since the 
publication of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone in 1997 it has become one of the most adaptive, 
widely read segments of the book industry. Like the coming-of-age characters who define the genre, 
young adult literature is fraught with a multiplicity of identities. Young adult literature has come to cover 
a plethora of controversial topics including drug use, teen sexuality, and violence. More recently, young 
adult authors have been challenging the genre’s white-washing by publishers via an explosion of works 
that cover young adult experiences from a plethora of ethnic, race, gender, and sexual identities. What 
makes young adult literature different from children’s literature or adult literature? How have the 
dividing lines of what is/is not appropriate shaped this genre? In this class we will be particularly 
interested in issues of identity and belonging in terms of the characters experiencing young adulthood 
and in the genre itself. Assignments will include an online blog and a final research project. 

ENG 476-1: Practicum in English as a Second Language 
TBA Joel Hardman 

This course is designed for students who need supervised experience teaching ESL for the purposes 
of state ESL approval. Teaching placements can be made in a variety of settings. The instructor will 
work with the student and appropriate schools to find the setting that best suits each student's needs 
and interests. The teaching load will include a minimum of 100 hours or 3 months of regular instruction 
of ESL students. The student teacher will be observed by the instructor at least five times, and 
students will meet each week with the instructor for an hour to share experiences, lesson ideas, and 
materials. Course requirements also include: lesson plans for each unit taught, shown to the instructor 
before implemented; completion of assigned readings and activities in the course texts; and completion 
of a reflective analysis of lesson plans, materials used or developed, and regularly kept teaching 
journal. 

Prerequisites: ENG 470 or 542. This is a controlled course – instructor permission is required. 



ENG 491-501: Technical and Business Writing 
Online: June 1 – July 3, 2020  Matthew Johnson 

The objectives of this course are to study the rhetorical features of professional writing genres and 
learn how to modify these elements in response to particular audiences and contexts/situations. The 
course is intended for English majors as well as majors in business, nursing, basic and applied 
sciences, social sciences, public administration, and all professional schools with the aim of preparing 
students for writing in professional settings as distinct from academic settings. Students will study and 
practice writing a variety of professional documents including emails, letters, resumes, proposals, and 
reports; other types of documents may be covered for the various majors in the class (for instance, 
grants). We will also rhetorically analyze various documents to assess to what extent their usability, 
persuasiveness, clarity, accuracy, and readability are successful in reaching intended audiences and 
achieving particular purposes. We will engage in the analysis of visual elements and conduct practice 
in document design (graphics and page design/layout). 

Because this is an online course, students must have reliable Internet access on a daily basis. The 
course will be conducted primarily through Blackboard, SIUE’s course management system.  It is 
assumed that students will be familiar with Bb and seek assistance as necessary before the course 
begins. Support for using Blackboard is available by calling 618-650-5500.  A “course check-in” will 
happen via SIUE email on the first day of regular classes. 

Prerequisites: 102, junior standing. 

ENG 499-1: Readings in English 
TBA          

ENG 526: A Black, Crucial Enterprise: Engaging African American Literary Studies  
TR 12:30 pm - 4:45 pm  July 6 – August 8, 2020  Howard Rambsy II 
 
“I'm simply trying to suggest that, in terms of seriousness, whether we call it work or play, what black 
critics have to be involved in is what I call a black and crucial enterprise.” –Jerry W. Ward, Jr., 1980  

Let’s get down to business here. We’ll cover short stories, poems, and essays by black writers in this 
course. You know, the typical literature stuff. And we’ll also concern ourselves with what that black and 
crucial enterprise has looked like since 1987, a defining moment in the history of the field. We’ll 
speculate on what’s next and the moves we plan to make. As our guy Henry Dumas wrote, “We have a 
journey to take and little time; we have ships to name and crews."  

ENG 540-501: Seminar in Second Language Acquisition 
Online: Jun 1- Jul 04, 2020 Larry LaFond 

This online seminar provides the opportunity to plunge more deeply into advanced topics in second 
language acquisition, and to think more explicity about how SLA research may inform language 
teaching. We will examine recent research on interations between bilingualism, aptitude, and memory, 
and we will consider how this body of research may inform foreign language writing instruction, 
vocabulary learning strategies, task complexity and intensive language learning. Participants in the 
course should gain greater confindence in handling research publications, mining their insights, and 
making connections between theory and practice.   



ENG 581-1: Topics in Teaching Writing: Activist Teaching in Four Keys 
TR 5:00 pm – 9:15 pm  Jul 6 - Aug 8, 2020 Brian Henderson  

 
If you are interested in thinking through the relationship between social justice and teaching, 
this course is for you. This special topics course begins from the twin premises that education 
is apolitical practice and classroom spaces themselves are not and cannot be neutral. 
Indeed, theargument that politics shouldn’t be brought into the classroom has historically 
operated as apowerful tool for suppressing differences and supporting whatever current 
inequities exist(ed) outside those classroom spaces. As we explore social justice questions in 
a seminar environment, we will focus our attention on four areas: critical pedagogies (e.g. 
Paulo Freire), feminist pedagogies (e.g. bell hooks), place-based pedagogies (e.g. Nedra 
Reynolds), and pedagogies considering language difference (e.g. Todd Ruecker et al). 
Although the course will highlight examples from English Studies, graduate students across 
disciplines who are interested in theorizing and/or practicing activist teaching strategies are 
welcome. 

 


