Christopher H. Pearson

Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species: Interdisciplinary Perspectives

This panel will look at Darwin’s monumental book On the Origin of Species from four different disciplinary perspectives:

Rick Essner (Biology)- I will discuss a number of examples, in addition to that of finches, where Darwin was inspired by birds during his voyage on the H.M.S. Beagle and later as he wrote The Origin of Species.

Al Romero (History)- I'll be talking about how Darwin modified some of his views about Lamarckism throughout the different editions of The Origin responding, in part, to pressure from his colleagues and in part because the lack of understanding of heredity at that time. I will also explain how that ambivalence was used by others to, actually, reaffirm Lamarckism as a valid theory.

Jennifer Rehg (Anthropology) - I will be highlighting aspects of Charles Darwin’s research on human evolution, and consider his work through the lens of modern natural sciences, particularly anthropology.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Christopher Pearson (Philosophy) - I will outline some interpretative issues presented by the Origin.  Specifically, I will discuss interpretative issues that arise regarding (1) the character of Darwin’s argument for the evolution of species through natural selection and (2) key concepts Darwin relies on in the course of his writing about evolution.
